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Bobby &. Brock of the local Soil
Caonservation Service office has
just returned@ to duty after four
weeks of training at the SCS Train-
ing Center in Athens, Georgia.

Located on the campus of the
University of Georgia, the center
is one of five in the United States.
It serves nine Southeastern states,
Puerto . Rico, and the Virgin Isl-
ands. Jackson Bennett, Supervisor,
and Warren Turkett, Assistant Su-
pervisor, are the directors of the
canter. -

The Athens Training Center was
established in 1854 to provide
training to 808 employees to bet-
ter equip. them for giving service.
to Soil and Water Conservation
Districts. This is accomplished by
instructing SCS employees in the
latest and hest methods in soil and
water conservation fields of study

Eighteen employees, including
Mr. Brock, were in the group
which attended the training cen-
ter from October 14 to November
8. They came from North Carolina,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Ark-
ansss, Florida, Mississippi, Ala-
bama, Louisiana, and Georgia.

Instruction was given in public
speaking, cartography, agronomy,
biology, weather and climate, en-
gineering, farm conservation plan-
ning, plant materials, public rela-
tions, woodland comservation, wat-
arsheds, safety, and research. Not
all instruction was in the class-
room. Fleld instruction was given
in such subjects as engineering
surveys, soils, woodland conserva-
tion, research, agronomy, erosion
control, and conservation plan-
ning,

Since the training center has
been in operation, more than 1,500
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employees have received ‘post
graduate” instruction gt-The.gen-
ter. Instruction is provided not/on-
ly by Mr. Bennett and Mr. Tuifkett,
but also by University of Georgia
Professors, by SCS Specialists and
administrators, and by qualified
people outside the Soil Conserva-
tion Service.

The American farmer is the
most successful farmer in the
world. One reason is that he is al-
ways ready to capture new markets
for his products. The door to an-
other new market has now been
opened to him — perhaps the most
lucrative of all,

City people who don’t have room
to play, hike, swim, or camp are
looking for outdoor fun and are
willing to pay for it.

If you are a landowner or oper-
ator and want to know more about

this coming business boom, you

should ask the local representative
of the Soil Conservation Service,
or the local office of other agen-
cies of the U. S. Department of
Agriculture, for a copy of AIB 277,
“Rural Recreation Enterprises for
Profit.” Just off the press, this
publication lists and describes the
many ways you can get started in
the recreation business and takes
advantage of the increasing de-
mand for fun in the sun.

The publication points out the
opportunities for income' from va.
cation farms and ranches, picnic
and sports areas, fishing waters,
camping, shooting preserves, and
cottage and recreation sites and
the like. It discusses’ legal angles
and financing, what to charge, how
to advertise, and how to deal with
customers. And it tells of the as-
sistance available from the U. S.
Department of Agriculture and
other public agencies.

This is one of the ways we can
strengthen Rural America. Local
landowners and operators can put
idle land to work and turn it into
an entirely new business in their
community.

| Wise

came ...

1 and found Him
R\ lying in a manger.
| May your boliday
be filled with

the peace and
contentment of
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Season's.
‘Firsts’ Are
Traced

Shepherds watched, angels sang
and wise men traveled far to be-
hold the miracle of the first ‘Christ-
mas.

Since that holy night a multi-

tude of legends and customs, both
religious and secular, have devel-
oped as part of the holiday. Each
legend was once told, each cus-
tom once observed for the first
time, and though origins of many
traditions are now lost in time,
other Christmas “firsts” have been
recorded for posterity.
There are .historical Christmas
“firsts,” attested- by church rec-
ords and by scientific research into
the early years of Christianity, as
well as “firsts” of later history
and “firsts” that blend fact with
myth.

Setting The Date

December 25 was first assigned
as the date for the celebration of
the Nativity in about the year 320
A.D. Since the New Testament was
written as religious instruetion ra-
ther than history, the exact date
of Christ’s birth is not known.
The present day was selected as
a means of unifying the observanc-
es of Christmas, “the mass of
Christ.”

Hanging Stockings

Story of the first Christmas
stocking is associated with the real
St. Nicholas, a fourth century bi-
shop known for his many kind
deeds. Wishing to present an
anonymous gift to help the daugh-
ters of an impoverished merchant,
he threw a bag of gold down the
chimney, where it fell into a stock-
ing hung up to dry.

The legend is reflected in to-
day’s custom of tucking “gold”—
an orange or tangerine — into the
toe of a Christmas stocking.

Trimming Trees

Trimmed Christmas trees first
appeared in the United States
probably during the American Rev-
olution. Hessian soldiers with the
British forces started the prac-
tice to relieve their nostalgia for
their homeland.

An early diary, written at Fort
Dearborn, 11, in 1804 relates the
practice of trimming the Christ-
mas tree with ornaments of the
time.

At The White House

First National Community
Christmas Tree in the U. S. was
placed on the Dhite House lawn
in 1923, while Calvin Coollidge was
President. The tree was a spruce
from Coolidge’s native state, Ver-
mont.

In the following year Coolidge
presided at a ceremony under the
sponsorship of the American For-
estry association, to urge the use
of living Christmas trees.

At The Round Table

Traditionally, the first Christ-
mas feast in England was held at
the Round Table of King Arthur.
While the specific date is undeter-
mined, references to the famous
king in mdieval legnds hav been
traced back to as early as 600
A. D.

Christmas Rose
Famed In Legend

Blooming in the heart of winter
and sometimes even in the snow,
the Christmas rose is a plant fam-
ed in legend.

According to an old story, a
poor little shepherdess had no
gift to offer the Christ Child, and
so she wept. When her tears touch-
ed the ground, flowers sprouted.

Delighted, she plucked an arm-
ful and hastened to the Infant. The
caress of His fingers turned the
petals pink, .
Botanists class the Christmas
rose as a member of the butter-
cup family. Native to Southern
Eurtpe and western Asia, it has
leathery, dark green leaves and
large, saucer-shaped flowers with
white or tose-gnged sepals, accopd-

ing to The Encyclopedia Ameri-
cana. .
Robber Snoozes,

Lands In Prison

For falling asleep on the job—
and for sleeping in church—John
Smith, Jr., landed in a jail cell in
Washington. :

Police said Smith got tuckered

Bethany Baptist Church during the
night. He dozed off, awoke in day-
light, resumed his work—and was
.caught by a church trustee.

He was held on a charge of at-

out while trying to open a safe.in|]

Mr. and Mrs. C. A, Massey have
been selected as the Iredell Coun-
ty FHA Farm Family Of The Year.

Mr. and Mrs. Massey own and
operate a 128 acre dairy and beef
cattle farm in the Central School
section of Iredell county.

This is an award madé annually
Lby’the Farmers Home Administra-
tion to borrowers having made sub-
stantial progress in their farming
operations,

During 1963 the Masseys have
seeded several acres of perma-
nent pasture and have worked
clogely with Soil Canservation Ser-
vice in an effort to combat soil
erosion, Strip cropping and the
use of grass water ways have been
effectively used on this farm.

Through a Farmers Home Ad.
ministration loan Mr. and Mrs.
Massey have maved from part
owners ta oowners of the old home
place. Since purchasing the other
heirs’ interest jin the home place,
the family has constructed a mod-
ern dwelling on the property and
made various other.improvements.

Iredelt County FHA Farm
Family Of Year Selected

The Masseys are active in the
Central School community and are
members of the Keaton Church
where Mr. Massey is a member
of the Men's Club.

Tw?¢1>“&1en Attend
950-Girl School

Two men are attending classes
with 950 girls at Mercy College in
Detroit. Co

Merey College, a Roman Catho-
lic girls’ school founded in 1841,
went coeducational this autumn.
Robert Woods and Jerry Sup, both
19, are the first men to enroll,

Both men are graduates of the
Detroit suburban high school sys-
tem, Woods spent 2 years in a mili-
tary school. .

Sister Mary Lucille, the presi-
dent, said she hoped the men
would feel at home because 40 per
cent of the faculty is male. More
men students are expected to en-
roll in the future. .

SOCIALLY SPEAKING

Of Pool Is Rising

The Status

Sacially speaking, the status’of
pool is rising. This is good:

Pool is an excellent game of
skill, but for years it was publiely
ostracized because of the environ-
ment in which billiards was ofte
played. The image of the billiards
hall was that, of a hangout for
drinkers, smokers, loafers, and
gamblers. ] .

The “presence of'a pool table in
your ' community” no. longer - hag
“the caliber of disaster,” as Mere.
dith Wilson’s-Music Man says. . -

In fact, the pool table appears-to
be taking a place heside the ping-
pong. table of chess board so:far
as wholesomeness is concerned.

Wise parents and youth leaders
recoghize that pool appeals  to
young people, that it will draw
many of ' them regardless .of .the
surroundings. -As an outlet . for
youthful energy and the competl:
tive urge, it certainly ranks with
bowling and claims as honarable
an ancestry. George Washington
used to .shoot ‘with Alexander
Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson,, -

Ilé,m"es,v have installed miniature

- | op.even fullsized tahles. The saing

js true of recreation rooms in
churches and schools, although the
invasion here has been cautious.
- The old “brass spittoon” era of
L the- commeéreial pool hall is fast
giving way to respectable pocket
billlsrd salons with “wallto-wall
carpeting, pastel walls, background
music, and tables. covered with
blue, beige, gold, or tangerine
cloth -instead” of the traditional
,greé_n." . .

_. Not:‘every. local paol hall has
facélifted, But out of date are city
ordinances prohibiting a billiards
hall from facing a main streot or
havipg a glass front.

.Like modern bowling lanes, the
new hilllard parlor is being puri.
fied as a recreation center and
‘opeped to everyone, even women
and children.

- This way there’s nothing to hide.
1t shows that pool shooting, in the
proper environment, as the fun-
‘type game it is. Civic and schaol
officials and parents should press
for . this change wherever local

The hle yesult:

J\inic?:s?ohldl ingtead of alip-
ping off to shoat pool, say with
pride and honesip to his parents:

“My date and I are going to the
pocket billiard salon. tofiight.
We're going to put into prdctice
gome of the geometry and phyalcs
we've been learning about in
school.” o
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tempted burglary.

As Christmas bells ring out the age-old méssaﬁé?tl;i peace on |

earth, good will to'men...we chime in with our very best wishes
for a holiday season tich in all the-things your ~ -

family holds dear. May the joy and happiness of Christmas echo i
-your hearts now and thrdughoul al] the days to come.
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Christmas Holy Meaning
Expressed Th..Church

%And the angel sald unto them,
Féar not: for, behold, I bring you
good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord.”

Like the shepherds who left
their flocks to seek the Babe of
Bethlehem, men, women and chil.
dren ofl this community will put
aside not only their everyday con.
cerns But the more immediate in-
terest in treetrimming and pack-
age-wrapping and go to find once
again the holy meaning of Christ.
mas, in special services held by
local churches,

Car Theft Brings
Boy Shaved Head

When Judge William Heuer.
mann, of Sioux Falls, S. Dak., an-
nounced he would order the heads
of first-offender juveniles shaved
if they were guilty of a felony, he
meant it.

A 16-year-old Sioux Falls youth
qualified for the first shaved-head
sentence when he was convicted of
stealing a car,

The boy also was placed on pro.
bation for 2 years.

AT INURFIUTR U I I PR R PN

Catholic churches Will protlaish
the birth of the King of Christén
dom by solemn midnight inasaes,
To commemorate the Nativity, Pro-
testant churches will hold ¢andfe-
light and communion serviees ahd
children’s programs.

The custom of saylng mass at
midnight derives from an old be-
Yief that Christ was born at that
hour. Actually, mass may be said
at any hour duringthe night be-
fore. Christmas, and in some coun-
tries the first Cliristmas mass is
said at four or'five|in’the morning.

According to early Roman rég-
ulations, Christmas ‘mass wag tele.
brated “when the cogk. tfows” =
aboit three o’clock in:the morning.
Spanish-speaking people still call
midnight mass “Misa de Gallo,”
while the Portuguége term is “Mis-
sa do Galo” «— in bo{h cases, “mass.
of the cock.” o e

Candlelight serviges. held in.
Protestant  churches\ symbolize
Christ as the light of: the world,
and the shining beams‘of the can-
dles call to mind the \Star that
shone to guide the Wise Men.

Exemplifying the spiritusl side
of Christmas are programs which
include special sermons, reading
the Christmas story, prayers, car-
ols and the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper.

each and every one of you know

made it possible for us to have...
and how very much we appreciate -

~ Transcontinental
~ Gas Pipe Line
Corporation -

%stivity fills the alr
all about us...
spirits soar and the
mood is joyful as Christmas
is greeted once more.
Happily, we participate i

- the celebration to ot

how wonderful a year you're.

Jyour loyalty and friendship

Mrs. Riggs Goodmaf.

TRIBUNE PWOTD

A JOINT PROJECT—Members of the Mooresville Garden Club and the Petal Pushers
Garden Club conducted a joint wreath-making workshop late last week at the War Memor-
ial. The two clubs made the decorations for Veterans Hospital in Salisbury and Lowrance
Hospital here, These ladies were only a few of the clubwomen who turned out for the
' project. Busily placing. the greenery into attractive patterns are, from left, Mrs. Heérb
Hattaway, Mrs.‘W. B. Harris, Mrs. Jack Curtis, Mrs. Bill Morrow, Mrs. Tom Delk and

|FOR" CHRISTMAS ENJOYMENT

At Christmas time, nostalgia for
“the good old days” is as prevalent
as turkey and trimmings, decora-
tions and gifts.

Everybody had more fun — or
so the feeling goes — during those
good old-fashioned Christmases
when life was simpler and, accord-
ing to tradition, the snow drifts
were always piled high, the foods
for feasting were always home-
grown and home-cooked, the gifts
and decoration always lovingly
hand-made and the tree always
chopped down by the head of the
housé on a personal foray.

Christmas nostalgia has even
been known to affect heads of
state — to be specific, a President
of the United States. It was every.-
one's duty, the President felt, to
make Christmas merry. He and his
family, he declared, were going to
have an “old-fashioned” Christmas
tree. -~

A search through recent newspa-
pers, or ‘even through recent his-
tory, would provide no details,
however, about this resolve. For
the President was Benjamin Har-
rison, who, on December 22 in
1891, announced to reporters his

plan for a “good old-fashioned
Christmas.”
Most people today whose

thoughts turn to Christmases of
yore would certainly settle for a
date ‘much later than 1891 as the
time when the “good old-fashion

ed Christmas” had ceased to ex-
ist. B
But if the spirit of an old-fash-
joned Christmas didn’t vanish as
early as President Harrison feared
it had, when did it go? Or has it
really disappeared forever? '

Most of all, an “old-fashioned”
Christmas is made up of traditions.
Even in morthern climates, only
hope, luck and the weatherman can
say, each year, whether the tradi
tional snow drifts will be forth.
coming. Other traditions, however,
may not necessarily belong only
to the past.

Preparing foods for feasting was
doubtless fun — and hard work —
in the good old days. But not all
Christmas cookies, candies and
fruit cakes today are ‘“store
bought.” Many a family cherishes
the tradition of having the chil-
dren “help” Mother as the holi-
day goodies are concocted.

Even the ready-prepared foods
have their traditions. For instance,
some families deliver gift pack-
ages of cakes or candies to friends
when they make Christmas calls;
others set forth a table of treats
in the home, ready to share with
callers.

The same is true of that “good
old days” habit of making gifts. In
this “new day” of increasing inter-
est in sewing, many lovingly home-
crafted gifts are found under
Christmas trees -— and yester-
day’s Mom would no doubt have

)
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L christmas

Let us lift up our voices and sing
out glad tidings for all*to hear, in
the spirit -of ‘the first Christmas.
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President Sought ‘Good Old Days'’

been glad to trade her treadle
sewing machine for one of today's
electric models.

While Dad may not be able to
chop down a trce for the family
(conservationists of our ‘“good old
forests” wouldn't approve), a look
at any place where trees are sold
in the days before Christmas re-
veals that choosing the tree is still
a personal, all-family matter, in-
volving plenty of  old-fashioned
fun,

Almost every nostalgic,dream of
Christmas long ago seems to have
its counterpart in the present. And
all the while new traditions are
building up, as each family, each
community creates and treasures
its customs.

In another 70 years, perhaps.
some public figure may say, “It’s
time to get back to the good old
ways of celebrating Christmas.”
So have an old-fashioned Christ-

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19,

May the
blessings and joys of
Christmas be with all
of our many friends.
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mas, now!

Tistmas 3Eh0

uBearing gifts we traverse afar . . a3
As the Wise Men responded to the joyful tidings with gifts
! for Him, so Christmas today Is a time of giving and sharing.
May you be gifted with happy hours, glad memories, a contented spirit.
1
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