o AT

= 4-—MOORESVII.LE (N.C) TRIBUNE—THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19, 1963

Same Today As

“People sending Christmas cards
today at the 5S¢ first class rate pay
‘the same to mail Christmas greet-
ings as Americans did well over
a century ago,” Postmaster Ben S.
Houston noted today.

“Research shows that in 1847 the |

Post Office Department issued its
first stamps, including a nickel
stamp for the basic prepaid let-
ter rate,” Postmaster Houston said.

“And, of course, in those days a
nickel could buy a meal where it
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And thanks for
your patronage.
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Postage For Christmas Cards

In 1847

usually can't even buy a cup of |3

coffee today.” Houston pointed out.

“Since 1932,” the postal execu- :

tive observed, “while living costs
for the American family have sky-
rocketed considerably more than

100 per cent—the cost of mailing i

a first-class letter. has only in-
creased by two cents or two-
thirds.”

The Postmaster’'s comments
were made in connection with a
recommendation to Mooresville
residents to use the first-class 5S¢
Christmas stamp on their Christ-
mas cards. The stamp portrays the
National Christmas Tree on the
“Eastern Ellipse” in the Nation's
Capital, The stamp is available at
the local post office.

The 5c rate permits forwarding
or return of the letter where neces-
sary, allows the use of a hand-
written message on the card —
adding a personal touch - and al-
so provides speedier handling and
faster delivery, particularly for
cards going out-of-town.

“In recent years, people have
been \fuymg better and more ex-
pensive greeting cards — and it
seems a shame, when only 4c third
class postage is paid and the ad-
dresses has moved that we norm-
ally can not even forward the
card,” Houston commented. “It is
poor economy to try to save a few
pennies and lose several dollars
worth of cards in the bargain.”

“Reports from the greeting
card industry indicate it is not un-
common for an average family to
send more than 100 cards during
the holiday season.

“To avoid trouble and waiting in
line, I suggest that two full sheets
of the Christmas stamp — 100 to
the sheet — be picked up when at
the post office, and then there is
no last-minute panic about getting
stamps to put on cards to send to
those who have been overlooked
or added to the list.”

Christmas stamps, of course, are
useable for postage at any time,
Houston emphasized.

hristians Have A

* * *

Christmas—Christendom’s happiest hohday——is a time to cele-
brate a birth that gave purpose to a floundering world. We herald
an event that fulfilled and brought promise of more fulfillment.

As we. observe Christmas 1963, we also can celebrate solid pro- .
gress toward that elusive goal Christ set for us—the brotherhood -

of man. This year saw unprecedented developments in-interchristian
and interreligious relations. There is no doubt that Christianity to-
day is in a healthy ferment. The product of this fermentation can :
be, and there is reason to believe will he, closer unity and greater -
understanding among all faiths. Evidence is all about us that there
is, indeed, a “religious revolution” in the world today.

What accounts for what Dr. Billy Graham calls “a spirit of
ecumenicalism” in the Christian world?

Father Joseph Waters, minister of St. Theresa Catholic Church
here, answers that question this way: “Among Christians today,
there is less emphasis on the negative and, it naturally follows,
more emphasis on the positive. Instead of concentrating on our
differences, we are searching for common ground—basic princl-
ples on which we can build a foundation of understanding and
mutuval respect.”

The priest, who has lived in North Carolina 17 years and in
Mooresville two years, says he has seen “tremendous strides” in so-
cial relations of Catholics and Protestants in this state.

“In the last 17 years in predominantly Protestant North Caro-
lina,” he feels, “there have been great relaxations of social bar-
riers by both faiths. And this has come about without sacrifice of
principle by either faith.”

Father Waters believes “the Christian community, right now,

is as close as it has been in centuries.” By this, the clergyman did
not mean closer to merger, or even closer to seriously thinking about
molding one Christian outlook. He meant closer man-to-man, less
separated by a chasm of differing beliefs. He meant the Christian
world today thinks of itself as such, and not so much in terms of
who is right and who is wrong in the eyes of God. He meant that
men have come to realize there is room for differences in the Chris-
tian family.
_ The Vatican Council bears out the validity of his words. The
late Pope John felt the need for modernization within the struc-
ture of the Roman Catholic Church. Although the second session
under Pope Paul as been called a “parliament of stalemate, com-
promise and delay,” there is reason to believe a religious movement
of great historical significance began under the guldance of John,
“the Pope of peace.”

Father Waters points to discussion between Catholic and Pro-
testant as the best possible indication of increased understanding.

Frank debate on such positions as the place of Mary in wor-
ship and marriage between Catholic and Protestant has estzblished

. that common ground Mr. Waters mentioned. Both faiths agree
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/\ Chns‘tmas Mess age

Reverently, we remember a night of awe and wonder, .
when angels sang, shepherds Watched and a shinlng Star guided Wise Men
to the manger where a Child was born. We celebrate thls holy horday with thoughts. for all
our good friends everywhere. and with the hope that for ‘
you. the meaning of Christmas may be ever deeper. its joys ever greater.
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Clergyman Sees Great Ad vances In Interfaith Rell‘l‘tim'

that, all too often, both lose In interfaith mlrrlasm. Faced with
seemingly incompatible religious differences, many eouplu drlﬂ
away from the church altogether.

Today, religion is front page news around the world. This is due
partly, no doubt, to news events concerning religion—the election .

of our first Catholic President, the calling of the Vatican ‘Council,

the death of one Pope, the election of another—but church news
is front page because people want it.there. Religion is playing an

increasingly greater role in affairs o the world.

Non-Catholic/observers at the council in Rome came away with. .
glowing reports Jof the courte treatment they received, and.of.
?Fwere given. Likewise, non-Protestant

the access to church doings the
observers at recent sessions of the World Council of Churches were

. lavish in their appreciation for having been accepted into the high- .

level meetings.
The recent announcement that Pope Paul will visit the Holy

Land early in January is being viewed in divided Jerusalem as a -
pilgrimage to 1mprove Roman Catholic relations with Jews and ..

Moslems.

The Vatican Council, the first in nearly & 'cemury, Is expected
to continue another five years. The. bishops know they have a lot
to do, because there is so much they want to do. That Paul will
be the first Pope to go to the Holy Land Is still another sign that
“modernization’ within the Cathollc Church also means dramatic
changes in the attitude and approach of Catholics fow.rd ‘nome
Catholics.

Protestants, too, have a great deal of work to do, within their
own ranks as well as in their relations with the rest of the world.
The world has grown small; it is no longer enough, Catholics and
Protestants know, to live and let live.

At this Christmastime, more than ever before, Catholic and
Protestant are joined in the realization they have a common mes-

sage for the world—and they know they can spread this joyful word
better together.

FATHER JOSEPH WATERS
- *There Is Less Emphasis On The Negative’

PARTY HIGHLIGHT — The mghhght of any mas; patty
This is what these folks are doing, duiring: the Fifst Natio ank’ g L ogéther recently at
Elks Restaurant. Mrs. Don' Phillips: passes a present to Do Wes Mrs. West is at nght
at. left is Mrs. Bobby Lytle, ~ :
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The Mooresville post office will year than ever before, Postmastex‘ while reilectmg on the history of
handle more Christmas cards this Ben S. Houston predicted tddhy the_¥Yile greeting card.
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lves anew in all

' rﬁnintam a count on Christmas
t cards because there no way of
telling which letter envelopes con-
tgin cards, but the greeting card
mdustry estimates several billion
| wilt be mailed this year during
the hdlady season. .
..Based on reskarch by the Nation-
{al Greeding Card Association, the
Postmaster gave this account of
the background and development
1 of the cards:

“Today, the greeting card indus-
try estimates six billion greeting
cards for all occasions are mailed
annually in the United States.
| Statistically, this is estimated at
about 110 Christmas cards per
family on the average each year.
“We often think of the custom
of sending cards as modern, but

years.

“The earliest known holiday
greeting was printed from a crude
woodcut about 1450 in Germany.
1t shows the Christ Child standing
in the bow of an ancient galley
manned by angels, with the Holy
Mother seated by the mast.
“History reveal$ people have al-
ways had a desire to communicate
on a sentimental and emotional
i basns. For example, the ancient
Egyptians conveyed greetings with
papyrus -scrolls.

We lift our

voices o

rejoice anew
in the age-old wonder
~ of Christmas.
May your home be

ennched by ““In the Dark Ages, the exchange
O every - of symbols — gloved, garters and
C  hows - was regarded as a form of
joy and sentimental comthurication.
A P ipe ‘1l i ¢the modern cistdm of sending
blessing of this ghedting cards can bk traced back
happiest of thrgugh the centuries to the Chi-
. N fiksd who celebrated the advent of
[lollday seéasons. tﬂe-.New Year with messages of
ggm will,
[

he first-known  published
ristmas card made its appear-
Msanc in London, England in 1843.
-k It was designed by John Calcott
) f{&‘hfey, British painter and illus-
I tratbl'. of the period.

-~ “In -1846, one thousand copies
r_We&'e hf&ographed hand-colored
atidl. ol iy 4n att shop.

d more thar a century ago
Hunhy" toddy. Srhall panels
‘left and right show the

Erriést, Dudley Chase
found what hé believed

BTN oritxes giy there: ¢an be
i but that l:ii: covery

ds dnid a Happy New Year”
Peasé’s Great Variety Store’
a verj-euly éard Mr . Chase
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{ see’that gefiding cifds s
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TRIBUNE PHOTO
GAMES GALORE — First National Bank employees enjoyed
4 variéty of parlor games during their Christmas party. No-
body concentrated harder than Jack Duffy as he competed
in what, for want of a better name, we'll call the drop-the-
clothespin-in-the-bottle contest. Note his delicate touch as
he sights along the extended little finger. Mrs. Duffy stands

by with more ammniunition.
- . i [
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IN IREDELL COUNTY

2 Cars At Every Third House

Triffic’'s getting heavlér every
day, you muse as you drive around
in Iredell.

Everybody and his brother must
have a car ... or two, maybe, you
think as you try to make your way
from one place to another on the
crowded highways.

Well, you aren't too far wrong.
Figures show that there are two
cars at every third house in Ire-
dell county.

Thus, the automobile-buying
spree the public has been on dur-
ing the last two years is becoming
vigible.

It is to be seen in the rise in the
local automobhile population and in
the number of shiny late-model
cars on the road.

Latest published figures show
that there are now more cars in
operation in the county, per 100
families, than there are in most
sections of the United States.

As of the beginning of this year,
with 23,490 passenger cars regis-
tered in Iredell county, there were

130 of them for every 100 fami.
lies.

This compares favorably with
the ratio in the rest of the United
VStates. where the numbe~ of cars
per 100 families is 113. In the
State of North Carolina it is 119
per 100.

The figures are based on, a con-

sumer markets study, taking in ev.
ery part of the country, made by
the Standard Rate and Data Ser-
vice. .
Its overall findings show, as
would be expected, that there is a
close relationship between income
and car ownership. In the more
prosperous areas there are more
cars per family.

The upsurge in Iredell county
has resulted in a two-year rise of
7 per cent in the number of pass
enger cars in use. The total has
climbed from 21,840 in 1951 to ap-
proximately 23,490 at the start
of this year, according to the SRDS
figures.

The difference represents the

net increase in the number of cars, -
after allowing for the number that
were scrapped. The serappage has’
been high lately. The industry re-
ports nearly five million cars have ’
been junked in the United States

in the past vear alone.

This has been an important fac-
tor in the present auto boom. An.
other has been the trend, in more
and more families. to two-car owWn-
ership.

The figures indicate that there
are now 12 million families in the
country with more than one car.
That is eight times as many multi-
ple-car owners as in 1949.

What has caused this rise? A
number of things have contributed
to it. Among them have been the
growth of the suburbs, bringing
the need for more transportation,
the sharp rise in the number of
car-hungry teenagers, easier finan-
cing and larger incomes.

Too much of the milk of human
kindness is kept in a frozen state.

the origins of the preeting cardn-'_
can be traced back thousdnds of |

qtois forprising how similar this |
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unto you,

swaddling

-

e

“For unto you is born this
day in the city of
David a Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.

And this shall be a sign
the Bsbe wrapped in
May the glorious
Christmas story Lft
up your hearts and may

its message bring to

comfort and Joy.

Ye shall find

clothes lying

in a manger.”

you enduring




