- Jobless rate rises
| ployment’ rate, traditionally

Carolina’s' 100 - counties,
equaled the state average
in July. During that month,
5.4 percent of lredell's eligi-
ble worl force was without a

June,

However, while Iredell‘s
July percentage matched
the N.C. average, 57 coun-
- |ties fared worse. The high-
| est jobless rate in the state
during. July = was in
Clevéland County (12.2 per-
cent), triggered in large part

Yancey County (12.4 per-
‘|cent) reached double-digits
in their jobless rates.

Meet lawmakers

Mayor Al Jones will hold
a town hall meeting with
N.C. Rep. Mitchell Setzer
and State Senators Cal
Cunningham and James
Forrester  on . Thursday,
Sept. 6 from 7:30 to 9 p.m.

Center auditorium. The pub-
lic is invited.

Bal{,pon Rally tickets.

Advance tickets are still
being sold for the 28th
annual National Balloon
Rally, to be held Sept. 14-16
at the lredell
Fairgrounds in" Troutman.
Balloon launches and live
music are featured through-

tickets are $5 for each day,
10 at the gate. Chjidren
5 and under are free. For
more information,  or for
advance ticket salesloca-
tions, call 704-873-2892,

“ Auction for Habitat
A silent auction to benefit

“Ithe Habitat Thrift Store,

30210 N. Main ‘St., Cor-

nelius. Fifty-five ‘items  will

be available to bid on until

‘| noon on Sept. 5. For details,
call 704-896-8822,

Church benefit

New Cambridge Chris-
tian Church will host an all-
day sale on Sunday, Sept.
8. Baked goods, crafts,
NASCAR collectibles and
more will be available.
Proceeds will benefit church
projects. '

Auxiliary next week will
begin its annual fall Boating
S_kil\s ~and Seamanship
Coutse at Central Piedmont
Community College's North

boating education’ require-
ment for insurance purpos-
es and operator licensing.
Details: Call 704-330-4102,

the All Mart Texaco at the
corner of Brawley 'School
and - Williamson- - roads.

family of Michael McClain, a

Iredell .County's unem-|"

lower than most of the North | -

job, up from 48 percent inj:

at the Mooresville Citizens|

County |-

out the weekend. Advance].

Sl Rnnnang for others’ heeﬁth

Participants in last Saturday's Transplant Trotters races do double-duty with “child care” as they run
through Jetton Park on Lake Norman. Some 200 runners competed in the event that raised funds and
awareness for organ donations in general and lung transplantation specifically. The key beneficiaries of the
event were the Lungs-4-Life Support Group and LifeShare of the Carolinas, the region’s non-profit organ
and tissue donor program which serves as a link between patients and donors. Race awards were pre-
sented to top overall male and female 5K runners, and top winners in 12 age categones with a top award

- to the runner rausmg the most money. (Photo by Travis Cornher)
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High Jaguars —'a team,

Mooresville beat 35-19 in the

first round of last season’s -

playoffs — at Forestview

tonight at 7:30 p.m: (More .

coverage on Page 1B,) .

Dot Phillips, labeled by.
football coach Mike Carter
as “the ultimate Blue Devil
fan,” will be there — begin-
ning her 4ist season of
attending every game, home

she says she just couldn’t.
imagine having to go with- .
out.blue-and-white on Friday

night,
This season, “aslong as

the good Lord’s willin® and
the - creek  don't | rise,”
Phillips says she'll once
again make an appearance
at every game. And she does-
n't see that changing any-
time soon. “I'll probably go
‘til my toes-turn up,” she
says, laughing.

And, she adds, she can’t
wait for the season to start.
“I start watching preseason
games on TV, and it gets me

- all hyped up,” she says. “I've

when they are.”
Mooresville’s home sea-
son begins next Friday (Sept.
7), at 7:30 p.m. against
Alexander Central, a date

local folks have been anx-
iously awaiting.

Downtown businesses are
ready, too. Tim Whitener,
owner of-Pie in the Sky
Pizza, says football “makes

for good conversations: dur-:

ing the season, especially
when rivalries come up.” -
He says several of his cus-
tomers have  children
involved in the sport, and
coaches can often be spotted
in the pizza joint, where foot-

‘The only -unfortunate

‘thing for Whitener; “I have

to work every Friday night,”
he says. '
Frank erlds chairman of

Mooresville’s school board,
says he can’'t wait for the
excitement of Friday nights.
“We're all baving with-
drawal pains, waiting on
football to begin,” he says.
“We're craving hot dogs and
Cheerwine and that great
Mooresville. spirit of win,
win, win. :
“How depressing it would
be if we had a losing sea-
son,” he says, jokingly. “The
- flags would be ﬂown at half-

Devils that makes Moores-
ville a .great place to live,
“That's what makes a small
town special,” he says.

The U.S. Coast Guard|

Money raised-will go to the |
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weather 50 common to west-
ern North Carolina little
later in the year. My own

mother was living at the time

themse}ves-

with dutles she had assigned :

to each.

The shadows of the
evening deepened Into.the
darkness of night as we were

- prepared for bed. My mother

o’clock. That night, for some
reason, it-may have been Jjust
a little later.

Perhaps it was-an hour

remember making-an effort
to.rise so that my  position
would’enable me to get out of

bed. But I didn't get out —
not then — for a sudden jerk
of the bed threw me back.

About that time a light
appeared in my parents’ bed-
room and my father called

what a burglar was, my

childish “imagination  pic-.

~tured a giant, bent upon mur-
der and destruction,

- Terror stricken, I made a
desperate ‘leap for the floor.
That time I made it and

found my mother convulsed
with laughter at the antics of
Father as he was feverishly
seeking a weapon to defend

;some time before Mother’s
‘repeated statements that this
was an earthquake seemed to

o

find acceptance with him. To
satisfy himself, he ran out
through the front door. Upon
reaching the ground it was
found to be shaking quite as
much as the house. That

Graven -on’ my ~childish
mind, and as proof of the
severity of the succeeding
serles of shocks, is the pic-
ture of "Mother leaning

toward the mantel, laughing

groaning of house timbers,-

the screams and prayers of

egro women across the

eet served to intensify my

derived from having heard

- biblical accounts of such
“happenings. ‘

Very llttle serlous damage

resulted in ‘this terrltory.
from that quake, but around
Charleston, 8.C., a tidal wave .
which almost inundated the
city brought about consider-

the ‘impulses of the earth-
quake proceeded and it must
have been very severe in and

- around that city,

A half moon gave some
light and buzzards, shaken

the morning of September-
1st was really cold.

As far as I know, this sud-
den change of temperature

with those of the year 1886,

for which we may be very ;

thankﬂul
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slide from 1999-2000. :
have.- consistently - scored

- well on the SAT” said Supt.

Bruce: Boy-Ies “In 1999, we
were the sixth highest dis-
trict in the state.

“With the high percent-
age of participation and the

~'small population in-out dis-

trict, we come to expect
some change from year to
year.”

And accordlng to the N.C.

Department, of Public In-
Cstruction,

generally - the
higher the percentage of stu-
dents taking the SAT, the
lower the score. -

“While our scores are
down from last year, we are

by massive layoffs. at still in the top third in North
‘| Freightliner . Corp. -Nine Carolina,” Boyles said. “Our
other counties, including new administration at the
unemployment - leader -high school has ' already

begun : working' on some

- activities to help us bring -

these scores up.”

In Iredell-Statesville, Ju--
. lia Willlams warned against

.comparing the two systems.
“The SAT score is a personal
measure of a student's readi-
ness for college and should-
n't be used to compare
school systems,” she said.

“However, the academic
improvements in our local
schools over the past few
years, along with higher
expectations from teachers
and parents, undoubtedly
has a positive effect on stu-
dent achlevement.

“We're very -proud of our
students’ success and of our
staff’s hard work and dedica-
tion in contributing to their
achlevement.”

All- of the I-S.schools
reported scores over the
state average of 992, but
Statesville ngh led - the
efforts, - with an ‘average
score of 1033. South Iredell
was close b dgﬁ nd with 1031,
North Ire ollowed at
1009 and West Iredell seniors
averaged 997.

Here's how other area
school systems. fared with
the SATs: Charlotte-Meck-
lenburg’s total score was 997;

i) and away. She was supposed been reading about all the ball this time 6F year “is def- mast.” Alexander County, 959;
Our Towns Habitat for|{ to “retire” from the grand-  (Mooresville) boys practic- initely a topic of conversa-  ‘Boyles says it's that kind . Cabarrus County, 1006;
Humanity ‘is underway at| stand after last season, but 'ing and, well, I'm ready - tion” of support for the Blue Kannapolis, 988; Hickory,

1028; and Rowan -Salisbury,
976.

As 'a whole, North Car-
olina topped other states-in
SAT gains from 1991-2001. In
fact, the state's 40-point gain
over-the past decade is larg-
er than any other state that
tested more than 12 percent
of its students during the
same time period.

Washington came in sec-
ond, with a 39-point gain,
and South Carolina was
third, with a-galn of 34

. points,
able loss of life as well as -

The national gain from

earlier, the nation gained
only one point in average
SAT scores for 2001, but the
state’s’ average moved up

four points, continuing the
~upward trend that N.C. hasy

experienced since 1989. -

_students in N.C. took the
SAT — up about 3 percent
from the previous year,

However, North Carolina

“We"
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