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Blaze destroys site
- of vacant Troutman

@htrt Co. tfaetory

[ By JONATHAN WEAVER» '

afternoon " fire

the. - formor
. Proutman’ ‘Shirt Company
*. building on’ Perry Rodd. in

~Troutman Wednesday.
were - dis- -
" gone-to Junch and found the .
fire ‘when they got back to E

-+ TFirefighters
- patched to the vacant, 5,000-

A - -Square-foot building at 3 p.m.
- . after a nug,hbor spotted the-
“fire. '

Ann Gllleldlld was walk
lng a visitor to her front door
when she noticed flames lap-
ping out of the back left side

- of the building..A man'stand- _
. ing nearby told her to:call

S911,
When firefighteis got to
the scene, ~ flames had

engulfed the entire buildmg, .

said Iredell County Fire

* . Marshal Chuck Gallyon.

' WOI‘k'Cl‘eWS had been tear

"the fire was

* ing down the old building to

put up a new metal ware-

house. The interior was still *

up along with a tar and gray-
el roof. The building ‘was
partly - owned . by Earl
Spencer.

Those' work: crews’ had

work.:
~ Voluntecer flre fighters
from Shepherds, West Iredell
and Monticello responded to
assist the Troutman' Fire
Department with the blaze, |
It took .crews about an
hour and a half to get the fire

under control; “said Trout-

“man Chief Mark Hinson.

. The Iredell County Fire -

Marshal's Office ruled that
accidental,
Investigators are still unsure
‘of how lt started.
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e 'By JONATHAN WEAVER

Iredell” sheritfs deputies v

say four teens pedaled more

" than 10 miles.on stolen bicy-

cles to cart off an estimated
$10,000 vworth of merchan-
dise — everything from

.- VCRs to-candy bars — from
homes and a business over a

I)CI‘lOd of three days; -

According te Sheriff Phil
+Redmond,  the  case” pro
gressed this way:

On Tuesday, around 1
p.i;, Deputy Doyle Summers
spotted a teen riding a bike
around Triplett Road and

Oswalt - Amity Road.
Summers stopped
Christopher Fish, 16, of

Statesville, to see why he
wasn't in school. .~ _

At that same time, Deputy
Tim Vanderberg was taking
a report of -a stolen bicycle
on Cumberland Road.

Authorities later learned
_‘near .
' Cumberland Road, -and._the.

that . Fish - lives
description of the stolen bike
matched the one Fish was
riding.

When confronted, Fish

told officers he got the bike

~from a 15-year-old who lived .
" near him.
~ taken to

Fish was then
his residénce.
Deputies located the 15-year-
old and found gold jewelry on
him. He couldn’t tell them
where he got it.

Detective Sgt. C.A. Poteat
then Jearned that the 15-year-
old had stolen the bike that
Fish was driving.

Deputies began asking more
questions, and soon-learned
that the 15- -year-old, Fish and
Darnell - Wbdod, 18, of
Statesville had broken into a
home on Triplett Road early

’l‘u sday and taken the Jewel :

) Mor_e 1nvest1gators
anived and the youths
directed them to a stash of
property in a wooded area
near the home they reported-
ly burglarized.

A short time later, Poteat
and Lt. Stanley Watkins were
traveling on Amity Hill Road
when they ‘located Wood

- walking along the side of the

road.
Wood took the: detectives

to.even more property.he had -

stashed on Hemlock Road.
After deputies sorted out

the situation, they learned.

/ that on Saturday, Daniel
Rumple, 16, of Statesville,
and the 15-year-old had bro-

ey @bltuary

- ken into Speight Auto Sales

on Shelton Avenue.
After: checking out what

~was inside, ‘they left. They
_Teturned later with Wood to

take meichandise from’ the
store, .

Later Saturday, Rumple
Wood and’ the "15-year-old
then reportedly broke into
Wayne Tudor's home.

During all the robberies,
deputies believe the suspects
fled. the scenes on bicycles
with their loot in tow. “The
put a lot of ‘the-smaller stuff
into backpacks,”. Redmond
said.

Stolen property found in
two residences and a wooded
area included:. a vacuum
cleaner, about 50 Playstation

‘games, ‘jéwelry, DVD players,

a satellite dish; video securi-

ty system, and various other

small items.

A small amount of the
items taken had already been
sold. No-charges have been
filed against the’ buyers,

- An estimated 90 to 95 per-

‘cent of theé items stolen were

recovered, said Lt Stanley
Watkms

Deputies charged:
‘Rumple with misde-
meanor breaking and enter-

ing, two counts of felony -

breaking and entering and
two counts of larceny “after
breaking and entering.

«Wood with three counts-
of felony breaking and enter-
ing, two counts of larceny
after breaking and entering
and misdemeanor possession

“of stolen property.

+Fish with felony breaking
and entering, larceny after
breaking and entering,
felony possession of stolen
goods and misdemeanor pos-
session of stolen goods.

“The 15-year-old with mis- -

demeanor - breaking and
‘entering, three counts of
felony breaking and énter-
-ing, three counts of larceny

after breaking and entering -

and two counts of “misde-
meanor larceny.
Fish, Rumple and Wood

were all placed into Iredell.

County Jail under an $8,000
secured bond. Juvenile peti-
tions are being sought for the

- 16-year-old, Poteat said.

Anyone with' further
information on these crimes
or suspects is asked to call
the Iredell: County Sheriff’s

- Office at .704-878-3180 . or -

Poteat at 704-924-4042.

Ronnle Dingler

"Ronald ‘“Ronnie” Lynn- Dingler, 48, of Dav1dson died’
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2001 at Carolinas Medical Center. - ,

Born July 3, 1953 in Mecklenburg County, he was the son of
Bill and Lorraine McGrady Dingler. Mr. Dingler had been a

~ self-employed carpenter for 20 years.

In addition to his parents, he is survived by a twin brother
Donnie Dingler of York, S.C. and one sister, Paula Starnes of

Charlotte.

Funeral servlces were conducted Aug 23 at the Cavm-
Cook Funeral Home Chapel Burial will foilow at Willow

Valley Cemetery
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Beautiful Queen Bed w1th Rads , $59@ o
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Med-Lift Chairs

Choose from .

different styles ‘

starting at

7 'Piece Dining Room Group
- Group includes Leg Table & Six Chairs
Matching China $§999

Engl’mder. - .the mattress of choice since 1894
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TWIN- FULL

‘ONLY*499

 [BSFRIGI DAIR_E]

A-CLOSEOUTONALL

‘ startmg at 189

Eatind 2 o 20 A St dinadie < A S Aot A At A AR A A i e S 2 A A M A e A

S B
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Oak or Cherry Curio -
W50 D15 H79, Side entry glass
* doors, Mirrored back, Beveled
front glass, Adjustable glass
shelves with plate grooves,
Halogen lighting
Adjustable glides for leveling

999
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AIR CONDITIONERS

5,000 to 24,000 BTUs
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82H x42W x 13D
sHermle Triple
" Cable
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Pendulum Door
eLocking Door
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KANNAPOLIS SALISBURY
136 Oak Avenue 324 W. Innes St. 687 N, Church St.
637-0660

ILLAGE‘ suumnom‘

CONCORD
786-0111

. tax dus at time-of sale.
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NASCAR plans no rna]or
changes after Eafnhardt

inquiry offers

By MIKE MULHERN
Media General News Service

ATLANTA - Anyone look-
ing for-a nice neat wrap-up to
the long-running investigation
of Dale Earnhardt's death did-
n'tget it here Tuesday during a
two-hour news conference by

NASCAR to present the results.
of its six-month investigation -

into the wreck in which
Earnhardt was killed 1n the

v_ Daytona 500.

In fact, the session raised
more questions about
Earnhardt’s death than it real-
ly answered. It certainly didn’t
provide any definitive

answers. There was no “smok- .

ing gun” revealed,

So the controversy contin-
ues. NASCAR's focus contin-
ues to be on Earnhardt’s seat
belt, which, once again,
NASCAR said broke during
the wreck, and which its med-
ical experts yesterday pointed
to as possibly the major factor
in . Earnhardt’s death.

. NASCAR's experts also raised. ...

the question that Earnhardt’s
seat-belt installation tech-
niques might beat issue.

Still, NASCAR's experts
‘wouldn’t come right out and
point to the seat belt alone.

And. after six months of
hearing pleas from drivers,
crew. chiefs and team owners,
NASCAR, through president
Mike Helton, said yesterday
that it has no plans to order
any major changes in, car
design. Drivers have been
pushing for more “crushabili-
ty” in the front end of stock
cars. '

Black box- wreck-data
recorders will be added to race
cars next season, Helton said,
and NASCAR wants to hire a
medical liaison to travel with
the tour. NASCAR will add a

wreck investigator to its staff

and will continue to study safe-
ty issues, particularly seat

belts.

But HANS (head and neck ~

restraint systems) - devices
won't be mandated, no compos-
ite safety seats are in the

works,.and no soft walls are in -

the works:

And NASCAR executives
offered no solid answer for why
they undertook such an
exhaustive investigation now,
rather than last spring after

- the death of Adam Petty or last

summer after the deaths of

“Kenny Irwin and Tony Roper.

The key point of yesterday’s
presentation - was that
NASCAR’s wreck experts
drgved that Earnhardt died
because of a basilar skull frac-
ture because his head probably
hit something in.the car, either

the steering wheel or the back

_ferent  conclusions.

eW answers

‘of  the head" rest, possibly

because of a broken seat belt. -
“The two ‘principal experts’
NASCAR presented were Dr. -

Dean Sicking, a civil engineer
and ‘the director of Midwest
Roadside Safety Facility at the
University of Nebraska, and
Dr. James Raddin Jr, amedical
doctor and director of the
Biodynamic Research
Corporation in San Antonio.
They provided an analysis of
what they said was the broken
belt discovered in Earnhardt’s
car. And  they said that

"Earnhardt’s head apparently

rotafed as it stretched extreme-
ly hard to the right when his
car hit the wall just as it was
also being hit by Kenny

‘Schrader’s car.

Raddin said he couldn’t say
that Earnhardt might have
survived if he had been wear-
ing a ' HANS. Raddin said he
was not able to determine pre-
cisely when the belt broke, but
that it did break during impact
with the wall.

NASCAR'’s general contention
that its Winston Cup cars don't
need major changes. In fact,
they both argued against
changing the race cars without
careful study, )

“Those things are being
studied, but I think we need to
be very cautious as to how
they’'re implemented so we
don’t try to fix the last accident
and end up creating a number
of other accidents in things
that are being handled very
well right now,” Sicking said.

Raddin said he came to the
conelusion that Earnhardt was
killed not just because of a vio-
lent whiplash that a head-and-

‘neck restraint system might

have protected against. Raddin
said he came to that conclusion
after reading the . written
autopsy report. ;

That conclusion seems to
directly contradict ‘the conclu-
sionof Dr. Barry Myers, a med-
ical wréck expert from Duke
picked by a Florida judge to
ook at the actual autopsy pho-
tos in April.-

Why the discrepancy?

“First of-all, I did not see the

. photos,” Raddin said. “Therea-
son why is they are under legal

seal.
“The disc,repancy, if thereis

a discrepancy, is not really a’
_discrepancy related to two

reports analyzing the same
information and coming to dif-
I had
access to the data as written
from the autopsy, which I
found to be detailed and ade-

quate to reach reasonable con-

clusions.
-“But I also had done a sig-
nificant amount of work and

«The two basically backed up. -

had the opportunlty to utilize
“the significant work that Dean
Sicking and his group did,

“~which gave us different data

upon which to base our conclu
sions;:

“I think what you find- is
that there is a conclusion from
Dr. Myers' report that itis like-

ly to be some neck stretch with’

some head impact, I'm finding,
the same thing, except.that
based upon my . kinematic
analysis, I'm finding the loca-
tion to be different.”

But even Dr. Raddin and Dr.

Sicklng, despite voluminous

data on just about everything

Telated to the wreck, couldn’t
provide any simple, clezu«:ut
explanations.

NASCAR’s George Pyne
emphasized “an obvious fail-
ure in the restraint system.
NASCAR has never seen the
failure of a belt before.
NASCAR has never been
aware of a ‘dumping’ issue (a
tearing of the belt).”

Would Earnhardt’s head
have hit the steering wheel if
the belt hadn’t broken?

“I have not made a separate --

study of that, but I think that’s
certainly possible,” Dr. Raddin
said. “I think it’s certainly pos-
sible for a head impact to occur
with a steering wheel with an

intact belt, because that does in_

fatthappent.” =~ - 7

Why did the belt break?

Bill Simpson, a safety
expert who manufactures the
belts for NASCAR teams, had
said earlier that his belts -are
safe when mounted properly.
And NASCAR officials had
told teams earlier this season
to check the way their belts
were mounted.

Dr. Raddin said that
Earnhardt’s belt was not
improperly 'mounted: “I can
tell you very precisely that it

. was nota result of the misposi-

tioning. It was nota misadjust-
ed belt.”

In fact, NASCAR'’s experts
seemed to indicate that it was
not possible to install seat belts
incorrectly according to
Simpson’s instructions.

“Did Dale Earnhardt care
about safety?” Pyne asked
rhetorically. “The way he set
up his restraint system he.felt
was in his best interests. He
designed his restraint system.
And someone who has been in

‘some of the most dramatic
. wrecks in NASCAR history

" has aright to that.” .
What spec1ﬁcally w1ll
NASCAR" change to make cars
and tracks safer? -

“It’s not a'quick fix,” Helton
said. “There is not a resolution

_ tomorrow. We are not going to

react just for the sake of reac-
tion. There is not a bulletin
ready to go out to change walls
at race tracks or roll bars in
race cars.

“But we are going to do
everything we can not to have

_another separated belt.

“The one big change will be
the communications process.”
Muchi of the focus of the

_presentation
Earnhardt’s seat belt. What -

centered on

caused the belt to break?
Raddin said: “You can’t point

_toa single factor.”

Simpson came here hoping
for vindication, but the gist of

the press conference was that -

his belt apparently did fail in

Earnhardt's car and may well-

have contributed to his death.

Simpson ‘declined to talk
about the issues, deferring to
his attorneys. ’

Tommy Probst, the EMT
who worked on Earnhardt at
Daytona, has continued to
insist that Earnhardt's belt
was not broken when he
reached him inside the car
Helton dismissed that: “All
along we have said we felt that
Tommy was sinceré. But I
think the evidence shows he
was wrong.” :
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Thursday, August 30 at 6:30 p.m.

BAYCOL

The use of Baycol (cerivastatin sodlum tablets) has
been linked to muscle wasting, liver and kidney: fail-
ure, and death. So fdr, 52 deaths have been associ-
aled with Baycol use. Contact our firm if you or a
loved one has used Baycol, has suffered serious sitde
effects or if a loved one has died while taking Baycol.
< All.calls and information are free and confidential.

1-800-987-6529
www. injurync.com
[DUFFUS & MELVIN

Attorneys at Law
Greenville - Fayetteville - Raleigh

- lenoooata

Check us out at www.mooresville.com!

r Cruise Buffet
Lake

Norman

B S TR

Steamship Round or Honey Baked Ham, Southern Fried Chicken, Red Roasted
Potatoes or Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Potato Salad, Green Beans, Creamed Corn

~Cole Slaw, Green Salad, Yeast Rolls and Butter, Tea, Coffee and Dessert.

MENU

Call for Reservations

.704/663-2@28

. 1459 River
1-77 to Exit 36
woww.,

Highway, Mooresville
4.5 miles West on Hwy. 150

queenslanding.com

-For Midweek:
e Mooresville Tribune
. ‘s Davidson Gazette
e Lake Norman Shoppers Guide

Our office will be closed Monday, September 3.
for Labor Day Holiday -and will reopen

Tuesday, September 4 at 8:00 a.m.

. Note: The advertismg deadline for the =~
rid'ty Mooresvdle Tribune will not change
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J.D, Power survey on dealership
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