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By MICHAEL ROESSLER

Although its dedication may be.

months away, Mooresville is laying
the groundwork to honor the late

n wants {

P R TSI I M PR A A P WAL P ST IR

* Earnhardt crash probe stil
leaves questions unanswered.

Friday, August 24,2001

North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDOT) to change
N.C. 136 to N.C. 3, in honor of the
No. 3 race car driven by Earnhardt.
"~ N.C. 136 is the state highway desig- -
Cotldle Creek Road,

'S "

Although ‘NCI)O'I‘ has the sole”

power to decide if the state high-
way'’s, number will be changed,
changing a town street name will
have to go before the town’s board

of commissioners. .

Jones said although the town
will likely rename a town street
after Earnhardt, he is not certain it

will be Iredell Avenue, especially if

S, 629

S,

that road is c11;111ge(1 to N.C. 3. Jones
said he doesn't know if the town

, would want to duplicate the renam-

ing etfort on one stretch of road.

The mayor said he expects the -

changes to be made within the next
two months.

At its next meeting, the Iredell
County Board of Comimissioners
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Thursday in Winston-Salem'’s Bap-
tist Medical Center, a'day after he
was fhrown from a van.that ran
into a patch of woods on Triplett
Road northeast of town. ‘
Jeffery Morrison Bowles, 45,
was traveling north in a Dotllige
Ram’”van Wednesday afternoon
when he apparently lost control of

* the vehicle.

The van ran off the right side of
the road. Bowles tried to correct it,
but the van careened off the left
side of the road, said N.C. State

_Trooper K.W. Milligan.

The van ran up an embankmerit
and into the woods, overturning at
least twice. It came to rest againsta

tree about 50 feet off the road.
“-Bowles was thrown through the
front -window and landed an esti-

miated 15- feet away from the van:

Bowles, a inechanic with Bowles -

Automotive, was test-driving the
van after repairing it earlier'in the
day. The van is owned by TFirst
Presbyterlen Church 1n Moores;
ville, -+ .

It's unclear exactly when the
accident happened. “He worked on
it through his lunch,” said his
brother, Tommy Bowles, an Iredell
County commissioner. “When I got
back from lunch, he was gone. I
don’t l{now how long he had been
gone.”

A passmg motorist saw the van

. in the woods and called 911,

Bowles ‘was transported to
Iredell Memorial Hospital then air-

" lifted to Baptist Medical Center in |

Winston-Salem, Thursday after-
noon, he was listed in critical con-
dition in the intensive care unit.

Milligan said he doesn’t think -
Bowles was wearmg hlS seatbelt

Express %us 1‘

service may

' begin soon

By MICHAEL ROESSLER

The effort to establish a com- '

muter- bus service between
Mooresville. and Charlotte is close
to completion.

Erskine Smith, Mooresville’s
Assistant Town Manager; said he
expects the Metropolitan Transit

Commission (MTC), which acts as. |- '_

the

the . governing - body of

. _ Charlotte: Area Transit: System

(CATS), {o vote on approvmg the

See EXPRESS BUS page 2A _
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of giving.

_$3,000 — for Habitat.

uring the past year, Mooresville’s ’I‘eresa Neill has
@helped build dreams, and she has laid a founda-
tion for a younget generation to applecmte the act
Neill is a fourth-grade teacher at Momesv‘lle
Intermediate School, and she just recently relinquished
her year-long title as Miss Statesville. As her theme dur-
ing her reign, Neill chose Our Towns Habitat for
‘Humanity, an organization that seeks an end to poverty
housing by building simple, decent homes and selling
them with zero-interest loans to-people in need. '
But she combined her theme with her career, and
along with the help of her fourth grade students during
last school year, raised about 300 000.pennies — or about

“Teresa’s energy and wonderful connections with the
community have been a great way to communicate both' :
“the need for more-atfordable housing and what Habitat -
is wokag to solve,” said Rich Coleman, executive direc-
‘for of Our Towns Habitat for Humanity, which serves
Mooresville, South Iredell and North Mecklenburg

“She’s a shining light.”

Neill started her project her second year of teachmg

See PENNIES, page 2A

Above, left,
Jeff Haddad
counts. pen-
nies - before
putting them-
in a bag. At
left, Teresa.
Neill’s - for-
e mer. fourth
-grade stu-
dents make
the, project a
group effort. -
(Photos by
Jalme Gatt-
' on) '
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See RENAMING, page 2A

Police find

robberies’

county jail

Bank customer’s

tip leads to arrest

By NANCY BAKER ,

An alert bank customer in
Statesville helped Mooresville pol-

“ice find a man they believe was in-

volved in two recent bank robberies
— one at Mooresville Savings Bank
on July 31 and the other at First
Charter Bank on Aug.3.

“A concerned citizen saw a man
behaving in a suspicious manner in
a Statesville bank that Friday after
the First Charter robbery,” said Lt.
Carl Robbins, who heads up  the
Mooresville Police Department’s
Crimina] Investigation. Division.
- “He whas so.suspicious, the citizen

followed the man to his car across .

_ the street and got his tag number.”™
That helping hand led police to .
“Andrew, -Perry -Basgall, 384, of

Statesville, who was in the Iredell
County Jail-on unrelated charges

.when Detective T.A. Marcum locat-

ed him. Marcum was assigned to
investigate both of the robberies.

Basgall has been charged with
twa counts of -felonious' common
law robbery and was placed under a -
$20,000 sectired bond. -

The citizen, explained Robbins,
didn't know about the First Charter

robbery at the time ‘he followed -

Basgall out of the Statesville bank.
When he read about the robbery in

“the news; Robbins said, the man

noticed a similarity and called
Mooresville police.

. The_tag number led investiga-
tors tgm\c:.\lwner of the car, which
Basgall ‘h borrowed from a
woman he knew. Further mvestxga-
tion led them to Basgall. :

“Detective Marcum did a lot of
work-on these cases,” Robbins said.
“And we had a lot of help from the
citizen -and . the Statesville Police
Department. The department and
Sgt. Tom Anderson. were instru-
mental in locating the owner of the
vehicle.”

On July 31, at 12: 4o p.m., accord-
ing to police reports, a man entered
the Mooresville Savings Bank on
North MairnrStreet and gave a note
to a teller. The note demanded
money and, after being given an

. undetermined amount of cash, the
- man left the bank and was able to

elude police.

On Friday, Aug. 3, a similar inci-

dent occurred at the First Charter
on N.C. . 150 at I-77/Exit - . 36.
According to reports, about 2:30
p.m., a man showed a note to a
* teller at First Charter “instructing

$100,” and not to push the alarm..
When ‘the teller did not move, the
~man turhed and left the bank. The
teller then told her supervisor and
“the bank manager of the note’and
the bank manager called 911.

Police searched the area around

N the bank for the man, using both K-
' 9 units, but were unable to locate

. the man due to the high traffic in
" the atea, reports indicate. -

‘The suspect did not show a.
weapon in exther robbery ' '

her to keep quiet, to “give me your




