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Just liké other summers: School
Jet out, kid$ came home from
_the, yvcathex :;e
wdrnier, peo ]o ok to dm g
more things dutside.
= Jtwasto béﬁfaptlonally hot
And dry that summer: The local

fire' ‘departments’ had their

thands full controlling grass and

ibrush fires from the first week.

of - July. Thermometers regis-
tered 104 degrees in Columbia,
S.C.onJuly 20and 96 degrees in
Statesville on July 23, That
Same day, it was 99 in Myrtle
Beach and 98 in Charlotte and
Raleigh,
* Very few homes then had air
conditioning — something we
take for granted 50 years later. -
But most houses did have front
porches ‘then, and ‘in the
vening people got out of their
warm houses to sit on front
porches to enjoy the evening air
‘and perhaps catch a refreshing
brec/e while they perused the

, .ncwspapcr or snapped 4 mess

‘of beans. '’
». Ifisasafebetthatfew lrulell

. Jolk were thinking about flying

ssaucers,

»  Now, these flying saucers:

“were not exactly new, the term

»huving been coined in the sum--

- Jnerof 1947, five summers earli-

Wu Commercial pjlot Kenneth

Arnold ¢laimed- to have seen
mine shiny, pulsating objects
fcruisi'ng over the Cascade
‘Mountains of Washington. In
‘hls words, the discs “flew like a
Saucer would if you skipped it
mcross the water” Notice that
the was’ describing the move-
jnent of the -objects, not the
“uppearance ot the objects them-
selves.

" Nonetheless the name “fly-
qng ‘saucers”™ was coined by the
press, and it stuck. Now, five
'years later, flying saucer sight-
nmg,s were reaching epidemic
Proportions.

-+ The first saucers of the sea-

ison were reported in the local
Jiewspapers on July 17. Two air-

. 'hne pilots said that they had
nbserved eight objects “glowing -

Jike red hot coals and traveling
11,000 miles per hour.”

% The things had zoomed past
their aircraft when it had been
“over the Chesapeake Bay.

v Two.days later the papers
waid saucers had been spotted
by an Elizabeth  City, N.C.,
watchman. Mr. H.G. Lane Sdld

" fhat he had spotted. them on

{hree occasions — two of them
'on May 12, three on June 10 and
3our of the things on the 18th of

l
s
1
i

Slmply put, the. bummox of
1952 was different. It started out -

July, He also mentiohed that his
radio ‘had gone on the blink
-when saucers were in the area.

aerial objects” wérseen in ‘the
fvxcmlty«?- ~Gf- Washington
Nauonaf Atrport on July 21.

“*Adding to their credibility was’

~the fact that the objects were
"not only seen visually, but were
~ also observed on radar screens,

paper, “has been relayed to the
proper Air Force authorities,

" and the Air Force is 1nvost1gat

ing the matter” .

You  bet they were
Remember that the Korean War
was going on at this time, The
Russians had the atomic bomb,

.. Unidentified aircraft, if indeed
they were some kind of air-

craft, zipping willy-nilly over

the Heart of Democracy was a

situation that the US. Air Force-

took very seriously An- Air
Force  spokesman commented
that the number of saucer
sightings were already almost
double the number reported the
previous year.

The Statesville Landmark
newspaper next told about how
a mysterious object had raced
across the ~heavens over
Cleveland, Chio, on the 24th of
July It made, so said the story,

“.. A flight of six speedy jets .

“Phis information,” said the .

Lookout Dam, saw saticer's that
camginrom the east and then

_djsappeared toward the north.

Seven to 10 “umdentlﬁed. .. Miss Setzer remarked that they

Jleft- an orange ‘‘streamer”

behind them, which she “esti--

mated to have beeny about two
yards long and a foot wide.
About the same time and on
. the same night, some boys and
girls were having a wiener
roast at the home of Tommy
Kerr on Caldwell Street in

Statesville. According to- Jim .

Lippard, John Roueche and
Tommy Kerr, a saucer made an
appearance at 8:05, returned at
9:05, and then returncd againat

923,

The young mon conceded

the possibility that it could have
been just one saucer making
three appearances. “The boys,”
said The Landmark, “described
the objects as ‘bigger than a
softball; very bright, the- first
two looking flat in the sky, the
third one at an angle.””
" All the objects were reported
as moving north to south. They
estimated the objects as being
‘between 75 to 100 feet in diame-
ter, The boys didn’t believe the
Jight had been airplanes, but it
was noted, “...As they moved a
trail of light seemed to follow.”

Meanwhile, here in
Mooresville, two Cascade Street

—look like tired snails:*——————residents,- Mrs~C.A. Major and

The Air Force, predictably,
wrote this one off as a weather
balloon,

On the night of July 27,
lights again visited the nation’s
capital. This time, they were

Mrs. Buford Blanton, were tak-
ing in a-breath of fresh air on
the porch of Mrs. Blanton’s
home whenasugden lightlitup
the northern sky, grew quickly
into what Mrs. Major described

seen from the ground, tracked .as a “pinkish-purplish ball of

on radar and chased by a jet
interceptor! For some reason or
other; the jet wasn’t able to get
near them.

It was just a matter of time
until one of the things made an
appearance closer to home.
"Two nights later, on the 29th of
July, a “bright red glowing
cylindrical object” was spotted
over the North Carolina town of

. Goldsboro.” The two married

- couples that saw it didn't know
what it was, but said that the
object definitely was not an air-
craft, )
. The next day, the 30th of
July, three speedy saucers were
seen whizzing over central
Indiana.

On Aug. 4, the local paper .
‘told the citizens of ‘Iredell to’
" report any saucers they might

see to the local Civil Defence
authorities, And 10 days later,
on Aug. 14, things began.to hap-
pen in Iredell.

The Daily Record recorded -

that Patricia Setzer and Charles
Dagenhart, who_ lived near

“Tribune concluded its coverage

fire, and quickly disappeared
toward the south.

Within half an hour, another
object appeared, behaving in a

similar fashion as the first and-

also eventually disappearing
toward the south.

There ‘was to- be more:
“Before the two skywatchers
had decided to retire they had
seen at least half a dozen simi-
lar- mysterious swift-moving
lights,”  the® Mooresville
“Tribune reported.

Anotice had appcamd in the
previeus week’s Tribune advis-
ing its readers to report “myste-
- rious; aerial occurrences” to
Mooresville City Manager Mr.
- Robert Peck,. who would, in
turn, pass on such reports to
the Civil Defense people, The

next mornmg, Mrs. Blanton did .

just that. .

Making a personal visit to' -

the two ladies, - City: Manager

. Peck concluded that what the
two distressed damsels had " B

séen had been meteorites. The

of the incident with the follow- -

ing: “Meanwhile, both Mrs.

Major and Mrs, Blanton are nat -

-convinced that what they saw

’ Monday mght were only mete

orites.”
With the rains of the mldd]e

. of August1952came relief from

the sweltering heat, Million-dol-
lar rains came at suppertime,

. Fall came in like the voice of
reason, and with it things got
back to normal. School bu§es
rolled - "again.. College_-kids
returned to their studiedThe

weather ‘began to turn notice- .

ably cooler. People spent more

of their evenings inside; and

with all the rainclouds, one
couldn't see that much-in the

night sky anyway. Lveryone .
agreed that the autumn leaves .
were not as bright, ot as color-

ful as usual, probably because

of the long dry spell and unsca- -

sonable heat. )
Thoughts of ﬂym;, saucels

were hauled off w1th thc dead'

]CdVO

Mooresuille native - O.C

Stonestreet I is a leading.
authority on Ircdell County his- .

tory.
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CARING FOR THE
ENTIRE FAMILY

Kevin Spencer MD | Bru.ce Mather, MD
LakeS|de Famlly Ph)'SICIanS - Mooreswlle

“T am excited 1o join Dr. Spencer and the other talented,
well-trained physicians at Lakeside Family Physicians. I
ook forward to providing Mooresville and surrounding

communities with high quality medical care delivered i in-

& compassionate and thoughtful manner.” - Brucé Mawer,MD

" Dr. Bruce Mather rccentlyjoined Dr. Kevin Spencer at Lakestdc F"unil.y *
Phystcmns in Mooresville. As board’ certified fqmlly practltloners, they prov1de

comprehensrvc healthcare for the entire f1mlly from\ newboms throu&,h the

- “senior yeqrs : ]
Dr. Mather 1nd Dr Spencer en;oy caring for pmcnts of all ages who e
N have a varlety of medlml needs. They are commltred o m"untalnmg md o
G wnod
lmprovmg ‘the health of their patients and promotmg hcalthy leestylcs s
New pments are wclcome and most: msurance plans are accepted B R

"i
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478 erlramson Rd ‘Suite C | 'Mooregvi‘lle; NC

704 799 9455 o
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‘N C. House
N HB1068' — Adult Care

“'Gibson, :
‘Adopted 107-1.-Sent to the

: Lendlng

5 Our tested studenls score

-t \ednesday, August 22, 2001 < MOORESVILLE TRIBUNE - 134

qu_imi;ron cal = -

A look at how our area’s
’state legislators voted in .
'Ralelgh during- the- - past
-week

‘Homes (Conference Report): -

Dlrects the Department of
~iHealth and Human Services -

ito” ‘establish’ a  quality
{improvement consultation
‘program for the purpose of .

nmprovmg care in adult’
icare homes. Introduced by

{Rep.  Edd Nye, D-Bladen. -
‘Adopted 101-0. Sent to the
ngovernor for approval. YES:

‘Mitchell Setzer, Frank
‘Mitchell. ©

': HB1301 —  Petroleum
:Cleanup (Concurrence

iVote): Clarifies that land-
‘use restrictions and record-

‘mg of those restrictions is

requlred in the office of the
;register of deeds in cases of
~1ea ing underground peétro-
leum storage
Inttoduced by Rep. Pryor
D-Montgomery,

«governor for approval. YES:
Mitchell - Setzer,’ Frank
Mitchell

HBl431a—~ Car- Pxoperty

R 'I‘ax Credit: Prevents double ..
taxation of motor vehicles

‘which have a change in tax

. year because of a‘change in’

registration. Titroduced by
Rep. Joe Hackney, D-Orange.

Adopted 113-0.- Sent ' to-the. -

‘House - for consuleratlon

.YES: Mltchell Setzet Frank
) ,Mltchell ce

SB14 — Election Rewrlte
(House Version):
Establishes new- rules for

elections officials counting

official ballots, canvassing
votes, -determining. results

-in case of a tie, ordering
“.recounts, handlmg protests
_and orderi ing a new election.
s Introduced by Sen. - Wib-

Gulley,"D-Durham. Adopted

© 7110-3. ~Sent ‘back ‘to- the:
‘Senate .for - concurrence:
' YES: Mitchell Set‘zer Frank
Mitchell -

. SB109 . -— Requlre
L .Experlence for Death
Penalty Cases:- Requests‘

" that " the ‘North - Carolina
'.'Supxeme ‘Court. to adopt
“ryles estabhshmg mini-
_ mum standards. for defense -
: attorneys, prosecutors and:
A Judges

handlmg capltal '

cases.

‘Adopted 108-3. Sent to the'
. . governor for approval. YES:.
© Frank..
- Mrtche]l Setzer

Mitchell
"Mortgage .
(House

0 SB904. - —
CAct

Versmn) Establishes crite-
ria for persons acting as a
mortgage broker, mortgage
lender, and creates a licens-
ihg requirement for mort-
gage brokers that will be

41Small class sizes,. )
,personalized attentiod .

i
:Emphms on soclal,
n. emotional, and

u academic growth * and musrc

*l Natlonal accredrtatwn

3 one o three years above
athe nauonal averages

" for

tanks”

“Aaton

NO:

pur school offers more:.. Its EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

. Dedlcated. caring teachers ‘

-+ Comprehensive curricolum . (" 8 f-
. including foreign language, - p
computer lnstrucuon. art,

managed by 'the' N.C.

Banking Commission. -
Introduced by Sen.” Wib~

-Gulley, D-Durham, Adopted -
99-0. Sent back to the Senate
concurrence. . YES:
.Mitchell " Setzer,. 'Frank
Mitchell. :
SB1002° "— Campaign
Finance Enforcement
(House’ Version): Permits
the State Board of Elections
to seek civil penalties .of
three times the amount of
an illegal contribution from
donors making or candi-"
dates accepting illegal con-
tributions. Introduced by
Sen. Wib Gulley; D- Durham,
Adopted-78-7."Sent back o
the Senate for concurrence,
YES: Mxtchell Setzer Frank -

' Mltchell

N C. Se’nate ,
" SB206 ~— - Tourist
" Directionals Slgn Program
(Concurrence' 1 Vote):
‘E§tabliShes the. Tourist-
Ouented D1rect10na1 Sign
‘program. © within = the
Departmeiit- " of
Ttanspoxtanon to create
signs.that display business
identification-and direction-
al information for. tourist-
oriented facilities -or- for
classes of business or facili-
-ties that are. tourist-orient -
éd. Introduced by "Sen.
“Plyler,  D-Unién.-
Adopted 48-0. Sent to the
-governor for approval YES:
“Cal” Cunnmgham - Jim
I‘orxester L .
SB723 — Unsecured
Ghecks ‘to -Secure Loans
(Concurrence.
Requires disclosure and
‘warning statements on

;unsohcxted checks ‘when
cashed by the recxpxents

obhgate the recipient to
repay “the amount -of the

: check plus-interest and fees.
- Introduced by ~Sen. -Stan-.

Bingham, R-Davidson. .

.Adopted - 480, Sent. to the

governor-for approval YES::

- Cal Cunningham,” Jim': |
* Forrester: S
SB842. .. —  Business
Entities” -~ (Concurrence

Vote): Establishés new types

Tof” legally recognized busi-
ness entities and establishes -
. procedures for buisinesses

entities ' to change thelr

legal - status w1th _the
Department =~ of - the’
Secretary . - of = - State.”

Introduced by Sen. ‘Dan--
Clodfelter; DMecklenburg '
Adopted 48-0. Sent, 'to- the -
governor for approval. YES:"
Cal Cunnmgham Jim
Forrester. ‘

HB115 — Public Conflicts -

of Interest (Senate Version);
Permits public officers of

.towns with a population of
" less than 15,000 to enter into

contracts with the town as

and its n!

. '143_Profetsipnal Park D, .

* Mooresville Gateway

o -;104'-015-1117

" improvement consultation .
. improving care -in: adult.
“Adopted 41-0. Sent to the

. - ‘governor. for approval. YES:
- calr

‘Cunningham, " Jimr
Forrester.
- HB1188 — Voter Rolls -
(Senate Version): . Allows:

information

- 48-0. Sent back to the House

““Forrester. . . .

lonig as'the contracts do not.’
exceed $12,500 for medically-
related services and $25,000 *
for other goods and services .
in a ‘12-month period.
Introducéd by Rep.- Rex -
Baker, R-Stokes. Adopted 47-

1. Sent back to the House for -

concurrence.  YES: ' Cal -
Cunningham, Jim
Forrester o

HB1068 — Adult Cale'
Homes (Conference Report):; " -
Directs the Department of"
Health and Human Services.
to - establish a quality -

program for the purpose of

care homes,. Introduced by
Rep. Edd :Nye, D-Bladen.

uy A Maﬁtreee From Qur Factory

TW[N Set from 5138 | - Excellent Quahly - *Custom Sizes .
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county boards of elections

to withhold voter record
: in cases 'of
domestic abuse protective
orders. Introduced by Rep.
Dan Blue, D-Wake. Adopted

for concurrence: YES: Cal
Cunningham, Jim

Vote);
~around you:
| Plan A and get low copayments - like |-

* | you pay.as littie as $10 for generic pre-
| seription “drigs. Want' to, have the

: _Bluc(,rosb Blu‘oShwl(l
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“See me for
innovative

health care
designed

With Blue Advantage you can choose
the planthat’s right for you. Choose'

just $15 for doctor visits: Or, choose

Plan-B and get a low monthly Fate that
fits your budget. And. with elther plan,

Advanmge chmce'Then see me today.

Robert
- Brawley
;704-6’64-15023'
177 N.'Main St, -

Moorcsvrlle
B uhunum@bmldcnprutntrs com_ -

-of North Car Ollnd

Thls new class starts August 21st at 7:00 PM. Rcvelatlon is a
book of conclusions. Revelations deals with the end times,
also with the end of sickness, sorrow, illness and death. you
will enjoy the simplicity.of Dr. Sumtrall s teaching abilities
~and his insight into
God'’s word. Classes start
at $25.00 w/textbook.
Alsoask how you can
earn a degrée in
-Christian Ministry!
Contact: Barbara Brown
at 704-663-7441

- LOCATION!!
‘Mooresville Christian
Center '
250 N. Main St.
‘Mooresville, N.C.
.(Downtown) 664- 8424 §

SR RS
: £l

Conucl yau aythgozed ECB‘;JC agent fat conts ang funper .
dstuls of coverage. Lmitatans and exchusions and terms |-

under winch the policy may be continued (n tarce A nds-
- pecdent licenses of the Blue Cross ‘and Blue Shieid
Assacration. @ egistered mark of thig Blug Cross and Pue

" Snietd Assocation, SM Seriice mark of Blue Cross ano B ue

Sheeld of Nonn Caiohra

A Tittle blt of hlstory'

Have old photos of local people and events’ Share them wnth us. Call 704- 664 5554'

N

Convement 177, Lake Norm'm & Dwrdson
Excellent Iredell County Schools
Roomy 2.Car Garages
ChOlCC of Ranch or 2- Story Plans

BonuS Rooms and’ V'lultcd Culmgs '

THE HAMPSHIRES
| FTomthe$IZOs L

77N wExit 30,

If you Te, lookmg for a commumty that bas it 'dl

tum right onto Griffith Rd. .
Tum left onto Hwy. 115, .
Travel approx. 3 miles and

. thrn right onto Faith Rd.

: Travel §mile, .
turn left on English Hrll’ Dr.
and model is approx.

1/4 mile on the right.’

- look no further than The Hampshires at Exit 33-in
Mooresville. You'll find an appealing combination-
of affordablhty, location, and quality. With access
to excellent Iredell County schools; Lake Norman.
and historic Davigdson, you get the best of all worlds.

. Orecall 704-894-9300.
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. This is the opportunity you've been waiting for!
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