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When the ‘curtain’ ope ns
_on'the new-look 2001-02 high -
‘year. - for .
. Mooresville Senior High thig’
" week, only oneof its teams '

" will be: ofﬁmally featured on-.
: center stage.

school’ -sports. -

::Socecer. .7 '
It fills, that starrmg roie

when emergmg as the firstof

‘this. fall 'season’s five pro-

... grams to-get its"season. offi- _
© .. clally underway, engagingin*

" the regular-season :debut in
.an_endowment -match” at .

s crosseounty, inter-classifica- -
.. - tion opponent. West: Iredell
o this (Wednesday) evening.

- It is. a varsity-only. affalr;'j

e featurmg a7 pam. starting -
. .timeon the home field of the.

; ZA class member’ Warriors,

“Though an. endowment

- contest that contributes part
;- of the game's proceeds to the

:N.C. High School Athletic .
Assocxatlon, it will count in" -

“regular-season standmgs for

~ “both teams.

"It's’ ‘the real- thmg,"
- assured Steve' Stith, return-.

" . ing this year as Mooresvﬂle S

-head coach after a previous

nine-year stmt with the Blue -
. Dev1ls came to a close follow-
ing the 1996.season. "I dont-

Know if . we' re ready, but it's
here." :
In an unusual twist; the

season~opener comes a few
". days before Mooresville's:.'
only - scheduled . preseason -
-.scrimmage ‘appearance, - it .-

also taking -place. at West -

_ Iredell when ' the same two’

teams’j Jom a host of others i in
a multi-team -affair sched--
uled to be held most of the
day' Saturday. Durmg that
event, - ‘the Dev115 will be

engagmg in aleast three .
. Scrimmages against undeter

“mined opponents, © .
With the return of Stith,
who led Mooresville to state

24 class’ championships both

in 1989 ‘and 1991 while’ also
guiding the Devils to a total

of -three state champlonshlp '

overali

Wlth the arrlval of' this'
. sports year, . -Senior -, ‘High i
', begins life anew as a charter* i
member of the seven-school," -
North Piedmont Conference, -
- one that is being’ considered
A many the ‘most -competi-- -
tive inall of “the: state's:3A ..
“~class. in nearly all ‘sports.
Making matters more trying = -
will-be. the fact that; acrgss
-the board ‘all’ year, the mem:-
" bers ‘will ‘be :scrambling to. -

lock in. just: two available
state playoff berths. '

“In addition to Mooresv1lle .
" other members of ‘the.NPC'
- include Iredell County rési-

dents’ North" Iredell: and

Statesville, . as ~ well ‘as |
Northwest .- ‘Cabarrus;
Kannapolis,: "ard ":-Rowan

County: rivals East Rowan
and.West Rowan: During the

.-course of - league -play that
won't begin in full until next |

month, the Blue Devils will
'sduare off ' against’ each.

remaining league foe twice

each on a. home and home
bas1s S

‘Before then Mooresvxlle
will engage in seven non-con-
ference matches. and also
appear . in ‘an. invitational
tournament highlighted by a

firstround- meeting. with’

arch-rival - South  -Iredell’
~before becommg the school 5
*second fall sports program to
initiate NPC play..
-Following = this week's
trips to West Iredell, one in
the official capac1ty ‘and the
other under scrimmage con-
ditions, the Devils will debut
at home along with the
school's junior varsity team
when - hosting  Alexander

- Central Monday night. Play
s scheduled to begin-in the
.Mooresvﬂle Stadium with
~jayvee play at 5:30. p.m., fol-

lowed by the varsity contest.

appearances withm._ as: as- -
‘many year span; the 2001 sea"
son christens a new era for’
the school's” sports program;-:

over ,
‘nghtning from Indlana 7-0

‘Carolma

er, the complete’ Mooresville .
Senior: High" boys soccer -

-~ schedule, with Home contests .

‘_mallcapitals, follows: "

Aug.8.., .
Aug 13 S .
_ ALEX CENTRAL

‘ »Aug 15 e ‘

S Newton-Conover-
'Aug 20 i South Point '
Aug.22;-., Davie County

' 'Aug 27 SOUTH Vo
e, ROWAN
Aug 29.. FORESTVIEW

vSept -4- 8 Hickory

. P SHaE
) Begmning with". tonight'sg o
“official regular-season open-

West Iredell':'

v isept 0L
) Cabarru s
o Sept 2.0

: ;Sept 19..... North Iredell
'--Sept 24... KANNAPOLIS
" Sept. 26......" .West Rowan-
‘__Oct._1.‘..-....-..STATESVILLE
“Oct. 3...
CABARRUS o i
Oct-.-10 ....... East Rowan
- Oct.15. ..--.'..NORTH
~IREDELL - ".".- AR
{Oct. f17_-. .Kannapohs
- Qct. 22. WEST ROWAN .
Oct 241 Statesv:lle '

Super World

Contmued trom page 1B

2 performance-in the USSSA
‘N,C. Western Division Open

State Championshlps held in =
Charlotte during which they .
outscored their two victims
by a'34:1 colint prior to the

'NSA " event, the Carolina -

Comets posted three straight
wins, two of -
-shutout, to put themselves.in
contention for a"bid to the:
‘Super © World attractlon
Then, after suffering a first
loss, they “bounced ‘back. to
win by shutout before suffer-

‘ing ‘only a second loss that

sewed up their final position,
In. the -process, Carolina-

bagged wins by scores of 2-0

the - Center . Grove

‘over the Maryland Chil), 10-1
over the Weddington Al
Stars, and. 2.0 over the
Tigerhlhes from Ohio.
Pitcher McCutcheon,
whose dad Sid McCutcheon
is-one of the-team's coaches,
ﬁgured in‘on all of the pitch- -
ing decmons except the

-opening win.

: Priorto earning the b1d to
the. "Super - Worlds,

U-10 Comets' )

| resume was highlighted by a

Contlnued from page 1B

':ot‘t‘ered husband Tim. Smrth than she ‘was
*.- excited over becoming the new. girls terinis
.coach. I.think she's gotten over it a little: bit,
- now, but it was tough there for a while" -
... +New coach Smith inherits a young team_» 4
’that ‘hopes to build on'last year's success.
With only one senior in last fall's line- -up; that.
. being her sister Abby, Mooresvﬂle earned a
- state dual‘team’ playoff bid for a.second
..+ " straight-year and: advanced out-of the first
~-round for the first time ina five-year span.
" “The Devilettes fashioned a 9-6 record.
-'while ‘posting a_third-place finish within'
. -their final season, of Western Foothllls*'
" Conference play. ’
- A week into the teams first practice'
~ reveals_that this years team will' be even'
© younger- than last years ' :
"Smith' seés four juniors- hmng up among'
the top five players with -a sophomore and '
; freshman among the early frontrunners to -
il the other top spots. In fact, there isn't a_
senior among this .yeéar'steam members;, . -
"They mlght be young," noted Smlth who :

: exper1ence "

: didnt play tenms for ASU but was twice an |
mtramural champion, :"but these “girls: can: .
~‘play, ‘They' ve been’ tested 'I‘hey ve got some :

-~They might need 1t
Smith arrivesjust in time to help the Lady
Dev1ls open a new-era of :conference affilia-
tion. ‘Among the teams’ vying for just: two
“.available state playoff berths within the :”
seven:member North Piedmont . Conference
‘is ‘reigning . state’  2A class champion’ -
 Statesville. A number of other schools with
‘previous girls tennis success are also ahgned L
.within the NPC. -
‘The Devilettes will have all of this week: to
'continue preseason practice before opening v
the season with -the" first ‘of - back-to-back -
,home dates - Aug, ‘14 .against .Alexander -
- Cenitral, ‘Also involved in that homestand will -
_be South Rowan, visiting two days later. The
- Lady Devils will appear in nine hon-confer: -
“.ence -matches, before’ christening inaugural -
NPC play at Northwest Cabarrus Sept. 12, - .
- Mooresvxlle will meet each féllow- league .
" foejust once in hopes of securmg one of the L
-dual team berths ‘ e R

'.p'erfect 'shoWi‘ng :
Commg off a preparmg 2- ‘

‘City
- Weekend. -
them by ’

‘the

*****f***************

s **a‘»'*******f*****

in- the

-USSSA April Fools qualiﬁer
L lreld in Marion. :

Following .

. Series showmg, the team will

the onrld

‘now be in regular rehearsals

for the Super Worlds, sched:
uled to‘ be held .in Kansas
over. - Labor " Day

In Graham's case accord:-
ingto her dad Gary, the fami-
1y plans to make the most of.
the opportunity by getting in

in’ the process,” stopping
along the way to catch a pro-
fessional baseball game in

- 8t., ‘Louis before competing
in the NSA national competl-

tion..

"It ‘'meamns. that Hannah
might miss a few days of
school,” offered her dad.
"She’s all for that."

Ten- -year-old girls it

seems, will do anything for

that right

‘a httle family -vacation time :

- NWEST I______.._.._............j

GREA]AMERICAN

TWENTY SIX YEARS CONSTRUCT ION EXFERIENCE
“" SERVING THE AREA SINCE l979 :
7 ONE YEAR' WARRANTY R

L WWw, thehelplulhundymun’ com

704-894-0011 |

HONEST RELIABLE - INSURED

lNSUFtANCE COMPANIES

[

LN

Drlve Club Benefits

© 24 Hour Roadsrde Assrstance
24 Hour Claim Reportlng
Driver’s Savings Program

CENTRAL CAROLINA
INSURANCE AGENCY

(704) 664-3973
1283 N. Church St., Mooresvﬂle

o »_ May we suggest a more effectlve way to keep
S unwanted calls out of,:your home?

S'I'EEI.E FEED & SEED INC

Bear: Poplar Place . Mt. Ulla, NC
(704)278-2430 - (800) 972-3419
Feed « Fertilizer 0"

ALL-AMERICAN
FORD-MERCURY

is pleased to announce the __
appointmentfof |

AS FI.EET AND
COMMERCIAI. MANAGER

Call or come by to see Alan
all your ﬂeet,

Hwy 601 South of 140
(336) 751-2161
. Monday through Friday 8 am-8 pm,

'FORD

: ILE, “Our Customers 'Are Our Best. Reéferencel” = -
********************************************

"ALAN FRAZER

for great savtngs on
commerctal and retatl needs

MERCURY |8

 “We Want Your Businoss...l.el Us Earn 17
{Yadkinvills Rd ). Two Minues- from 140, Mocksville, NC .

".Check us out at www.adford.com. -
Saturday 9 am-5 pm .

. T B

e - .

Sign up today for the ALLTEL
Complete Package and receive
free installation and your
first month of service FREE.

ALLTEL Complete Package.
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“successful .
: Mooresvxlle S soccer coaches, -

Sellmg health insurance

-on a commission basxs Just
; wasn ‘tfor him," . '

-So Stith, perhaps the most
cof- - all* " of

is back: domg what he feels

. he was meant to do, return-
~ing‘after'a four-year absence .
#=<to start.a second stint as

Mooresville's’ boys soccerv
coach. " -
- "This i is what I was meant

“to do," beamed Stith, wrap-’
~'ping up his first full week of
“official - preseason practice, .-
. "be a teacher and a coach. It

feels great to be back. I'm
excited. * The - opportunity
became open, and they asked

me to fill it. They've really’

rolled out the red carpet‘to
welcome me back. The kids
seem to be into i, too I glad
to be here." :

If being back means half
as much as what it meant to
have Stith on the sidelines in
the past, then the entire soc-
cer program could benefit
from his decision to surren-
der his insurance salesman's
pitch and- get back into the
the coaching profession.

During his earlier coach-
ing career at Mooresville
that accounted for his first
venture into that profession,
Stith proved he belonged by
leading the Blue Devils to
state 2A class championships
to cap both the 1989 and 1991
seasons. Both state .titles
were won at the team's home
facility in the Mooresville
Stadium, still ranking them
as the only -such champi-

Steve Stlth didn't need ail. ‘
those aptxtude tests to tell.
. ‘him what he already knew,

onships for the school _cap
tured on home ground. - -
Stith primarily made his

- mark . ‘while - coaching the '
“school's ‘hoys team that also

made a state finals appear

_ ance before setthng for a sec-’
_'ond-place finish in the state's’
2A class in between the two

odd-number year title runs.

" During -a single. stretch, the '

Devils reached at least as far

as the 'N.C. West final four'
- straight seasons.

He was: also.on. hand to

help start. the schools girls -

soccer ‘program - and helped

“break’ new ground in”that -

program as well. He was the
Lady Devils'.coach the first
time" they made .an. appear-

ance .in ‘the state playoffs,

domg so twice ‘during his
reign’ while_just -missing
making ‘a third appearance
with him as the coach.

Stith ‘coached both the
girls and boys teams through
the 1996 seasons before leav-
ing education completely to
embark on the insurance
salesman's career path. It
was one he remained on for
the last four years, still keep-
ing very much involved in
the game of soccer at the
competitive youth Select and
Classic levels.

He has helped direct area
organizations designed to
help youngsters of all ages
increase their skills by fac-
ing quality competition
across the state. As it turns
out, there are former prod-
ucts of that program that are
now playing at the high
school leve] for Stith.

Though no stranger to the
Mooresville soccer program

by any. stretch Stl'th s return' "
* is being made more comfort— :

_ able by thie fact that'joining
him on the: coaching staff is’
_Terry Shinn, prevrously the .

head coach of both' the girls

and boys teams. Last fall,’

though the Devils missed out

on-a state playoff berth, they -
fashioned a 7.7 record during .-
their final year within the-

old 'Western = Foothills

Conference and constructed
“an 11-12-1. overall record |
while ‘losing just three play-".
‘ers off’ that squad to gradua-

tion.
- "The kids seem very excit-
ed about ' this. - season,"

- revealed ‘Stith, who teaches .

social studies, as he headed
into this week steering the
squad towards its season-
opener set .for’
(Wednesday) at West Iredell.
"We've got some talent, espe-

cially within our senior

class. We had a lot of players
at tryouts, and making the
t‘mal cut was hard. We feel
we have the best players
available, and we're looking
forward to our chances. Like
always, we've got a goal of
winning the conference
championship and making it
to the playoffs.”

Now that Blue Devils'
coach Steve Stith feels like
he's back where he belongs,
reaching those goals is well
within reach.

After opening the season
tonight, Mooresville returns
to West Iredell for three
scrimmages Saturday after-
noon before making its at-
home debut when hosting

tonight.

Beat the Sumer eat Wlth
Cool Comfort Speclals

. » Replacement Spemahsts
* Emergency Service®
*» Maintenance Agreements

"‘CLIMA TECH

'HEATING & COOLING
. Lake Norman » 704 827 7187 -
lE””ax ONE lI!l 'IllNO YO \VON’N\' AIOII"‘

n.v-.u-'-m.
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www. suzuki.com

SALES ~ PARTS

SERVICE SUZUKI GSX 1300R

120 Water Tank Rd. » Statesville, NC 28677
. {off 140, Exit 144, Old Mountain Rd.)’

§ Hours: M-F 9:6; Sat, 5-2 71- 2708 3.

FINANCING AVAILABLE

State titles, Ieague crowns -
stack Stith’s resume.

Alexander Central Monday
night in play that will also
account for the first outing of
the season for the school's
junior varsity team.

'+ $SUZUKL ¢« $SUZUKI. + ssu'zuxl. |

DeV|Is open’ scrimmage
season at Bandys on Sat.

Mooresv1lles football season before its

ergrey 8 & ittt

football season starts this weekend.
The Blue Devils, reigning and final
Western Foothills Conference champions

- -and. comingoff a season: in which they
. came within one game.of reaching the
- state 3A class finals, open a three-session,

. preseason scrimmage phase when calling

'.on- former. same- league opponent Bandys
& Saturday evening, -
- The two are no strangers toone another

“They-were one-time members of the same:
“.Southern District Seven Conference and
' also met -in postseason. play. when both
;- were members of the state's 2A class in the.
- past. Over the last several years, the Blue
J- Devils and Trojans have become trad1t10n~

.. al scrimmage foes; . :
Like all similar affalrs takmg place
-under-scrimmage conditions, no official
I score will be nor can be kept Alsp, noneof

. the teamns' kicking games can- be fully test- .

* ed under game conditions, Otherwise, full .
s - contact: offensive and defenswe plays are’
»| tabled to fill the two- hour session involv: *
M ing var81ty and j Junlor var31ty teams.

The’ scrimmage comes to cap each

. teams’ first full week of full contact drills,
- Each opened the season under requlred-
[ light workouts all of last week. This is the
| first week during which full-contact prac-

. tlce sessmns w1th players donmng the full .

compliment of uniform accessories is tak-
ing place.

The scrimmage is featuring a 7 p.m.
starting time on the Bandys High School
field in Sherrills Ford. Traditionally, there
is- usually no admission fee charged for
scrimmages. Schools may be at their dis-

cretion whether or not to charge an admis- ’

‘sion fee, L i
Bandys is coming off a medlocre 6-5 sea-

-son, including-a 3-3 conference mark, but

will -be bolstered by the presence of key

‘products off its 9:1 junior varsity - team.

The Trojans return just- six starters but

- featuire a pair of Division I products at the |
‘wide- receiver/defenswe back and corner-'-

back positions..

- In Mooresville's case Saturday's outlng .

is the first of -three on tap-to constitute 1ts
scrlmmage schedule. i

The Blue Devils,, miSsmg 16 starters off
’ last year's téam that, at: 13-2; set the new

school smgle -season record for- wins but

-featuring the return of a pair of 1,600- -yard -
runners, will also suit up against host
ngs ‘Mountain Aug 16 and then appear
-in'their only home scrimmage when enter-
“taining: Ledford Aug. 23. That latter affair

~will-be held just over a week before the-
Devils officially open thelr season. Aug. 31

at Forestvrew = C

Pole81tter Marlowe settles for race sﬂver»

1 bhstermg

Mooresvﬂle S Greg

-Marlowe came oh:so close to

finishing what he started at

“Hickery ‘Motor: Speedway.'
! last weekend. -

‘Marlowe, " the relgmngi

-} national. champion; earx}ed_v_
< : ~ or. |
.1 Saturday - night's : Touring: ..}

} Series 125- lap feature race at - | -
point.“up-- |-

) through the évént's earlylaps .

;_m second tried to keep pace
with the new leader but also.
- fought off challenges from a-.
“trio of entries close behind,
- ‘holding them off to: post the’
: Arunner-up ﬁnlsh :

i ARA Late . Model . ‘Series' - .

* Marlowe is expected back

m the:. field ' whén racing
resumes- at Hickory during

the "ARA" Weekly Racmg‘:
Series event set for Saturdayﬂ :
) smght : ’

‘Mooresville .
278 W. Plaza Dr. (Hwy 150)
704.662.0049

“GRIFFIN @

Lake Norman N
19141 W. Catawba Ave. BROTHERS {
704.896.8473 . FIRE SALES INC. e
Uptown Charlotte » University Arca » Concord » O (

www.gritfinbrothers com

The new school year is on the horlzon. : ol
: T jamc/;on*- '

Are your: kids- prepared for the. challenge ahead’ :
CLNTER -

" / /"rmu/mn/nm rnm'/»/unnll? ) A

We want your'c chlldren to sucdeed Guve them the edge they need
to start the school year off right. .bring their brains back
: from summer vaczmon| S

o 704 8 9 245 3 3 . 452 s. Maln Street . ‘:D:a\./ids_on R 'w.ww“clavidsion'centercom' e

before settling for a tight sec- S ;, e

ond-place finish,"
Marlowe sat- behind. the

_ V'wheel of the No. 7 Southern‘_-_'
= Prlde machme, one-he used.

~'Vhim 'the Battery. Supply of >t
{ Virginia pole award. He led

'} the pack to the green ‘'with a: -

e, one that led




