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' By ALLISON HART

. The g]ossy, vrbrant por~"

‘ tralt of the Statesville Depogt
: hangmg in R.B. Sloan -Jr’s

~ office at the EnergyUmted o
+ headquarters ‘is a reminder-
of the city’s past, presentand -,

- future. . Three identities

merged together. ‘A -revital-

ization of the old to prepare e

-.and Davidson electric corpo:
rations, EnergyUnited now -

r for thenew. : :
Much: like’ the Depot and
' Statesvrlle the energy busr-
ness is changing. °

‘o

As chief operatmg ofﬁcer E
of EnergyUnited, the state’s-

" third-largest . energy
. 'provider, Sloan has wit-

" nessed -the evolution of the
energy industry. -

He .scored . an integral.
perch from - whr_ch_to watch

the changing - tides ' last

. month 'when he was elected

president - of “the. National
Rural Utilities Cooperative
Fmance ‘Corporation (CFC),
" a, privately-owned financial

ifistitution that provides low-'

opst .capital, financial. prod-

ucts. ‘and’ busmess manage- -

rbent services to US. electrlc
oooperatwes i

* CFC was created in 1971 to
stipplement: electrrc compa-

3
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v The ‘I‘own of - Cornehus
has sold-a 125-acre property
Enown' as .Stough Farm, to

e partnership of the David "

imonini Development
Group:and Venture Prop-
drties of -North- Wilkeshoro
ipr $180,000,; which brings to
an end the- purchase option .
ﬁrocess that had begun more
than a year ago. -
.. ¥:The July 5 closmg on the :
oontract completes a'unique

» ' Hfublic/private ’ partnership
'. t%at began when Cornelius .

aceda purchase option on,
the key.125-acre-site_at the

thwn center. The town then .

B hireda’ planning “firm - to

o EnergyUnrted ::,:;,,_ -
» bossa witness ¢
“to facelift of

-can ‘begin..

. said.

- “The- advantage it brings to,"
us is that we -have a national -
'.perspective on:what's* goingv Iy
_-onin our busmess ‘Wwith-elec- -
" tricity, water-and telephone,”
"It 'gives "us  an

‘he" said.:
.insight we could not get any-

... where'else."

.Gaining : advantages is
something Sloan: endeavored .
to do when he took the lead at”
EnergyUmted in 1999.: The -
- consolidated -

-product . of -
rural’ cooperatives Crescent

.reaches more: than 100,000
customers, -

us an economy of scale to do

. 'things we ‘could not do,”. the

"28-year veteran of ‘electric
‘cooperatives -and ‘a lifelong

" Iredell County native said.

““You've got . to. have ‘size in

the future to: do thlngs to - _
- ability" to repay the money

compete.” ; :
Not - - only
EnergyUnrted reach. more

customers, a 1999 legislative”

rulmg allows energy compa-
nies to offer more services.
“We're .an = energy
provider, whatever form it
takes to. supply. it,” he-said:

“We. bought a propane com-

pany, and we may soon be in
the posrtron to offer natural
gas:”

ornelius project

design a plan for the proper- .
ty during a week-long design

“Charrette.” The successful -
charrette resulted in a plan N
‘the town' felt would attract

development _partners - to

“whom. the property. could be
- sold, After a lengthy selec-

tion  -process::’ involving:

-numerous developers David

Simonini :Development. was -

chosen ‘todevelop  the sité
~.according to’ the’ “plan. Now '_-
:that the land, and the plan;

have beeh sold construction-

“We're. - delighted the
process worked out,” says
Cornelius Mayor - dan
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“The. position . is strategic,‘
for - EnergyUnited Sloan_

“The consohdation gives

wrll )

. dinator-of this new division

the mdustry

“to keep jobs in" town ‘and

- bring ‘in enough profit to =
keep property ‘taxes"low. "

Now, . the * “members. - of

ElectrrCrtres facea comblned “
-~ ‘brakes on it,” he said. “But I

$5 4 billion debt..

ness so they an'share the
- debt With the state’s top two
electrtcxty provrders Duke
Energy and CP&L. . i

. According’ to. a Ralergh

News & ObserVer investiga-

 tion; the 1975 legislation that

allowed the cities to invest in -

power plants, included a pro-
- Vision prohibiting the state
from jeopardizing the cities’

>

they planned to borrow. -

Under.this statute, if leg- -

islators:-approved deregula-
tion, . they -would have. to
come up with a way-to level-
the playing field between the -
faltering 'ElectriCities -and

the investor-supported Duke :

Energy and CP&L.

Duke Energy and CP&L
executives suggested tacking
a sur’charge' to their cus-

option the land, involve. the
public :in. the planning-and.
design, and then sell the land -

“and the plan:to a very capa-’
-ble developer"

“The . project is located at'
the intersection of Catawba’

_Avenue and Main Street, and. -
“is clearly “a crucial ‘area of.
:town” : according to Town '
.’ Manager Bob Race; . o
+*“We Knew this project was

going to have amajor impact.

“on.“how. the ‘town would

grow,” says.Race. “It’ S a pro-

ject ‘that will set-agreat .
_precedent for - quahty and
: design "o

'.A new

approach
to ammal
cont}rol

burdened with- ‘birds, ‘bats;

. snakes -and -dogs. ‘And like-
o the “human’. residents of
o Huntersv1lle
“times- get themselves into

trouble :
Thats when they meet

' Ofticer Joann Whittaker of -
Police .
' Department’s Ammal Serv-

Huntersville

1ces D1visron (ASD)

On. ‘July’: Officer
Whittaker became the coo

, Whittaker said. thiat- animal
- services, and not just animal

ntrol, is the.emphasis now
de .: not" - :

“We're trying’

the. old animal controli'
ape . ‘

g MO
ing: at::the possibility “of
-entering the telephone busi- .
-~ riess, he said. Enticing cus-
tomers with an array of ser- -
vices may become a' common -
practlce for ‘energy compa: .
~"nies in North Carolina if leg- -
1slators decide ‘to. deregulate .

.- Fifty-one- North Carolma -
clties, including’ Statesvxlle. e
bought into. the power.busi- -
ness more than'30.years ago.

Their’ only recourse may”_
-be for- leglslators to: deregu-_;
- late. the state’s power busi-

" for

still on schedule

'Beasley “We were able to

" parks

areas. for commercial and

Lions ‘and tigers and. :
bears, oh my' Well, not quite,
- but Huntersvﬂle has been

“they -some-" -

citres are not large enolghto.
be inthe’ energy industry.

r"ha M urray

1970 Sq. I't. Under Roof » |13 edrooms

2 Baths « Large Family Room
Separate Breakfast Noolk

CA congresswnal deregul_

ascendrng rates, the commit- '

tee halted déregulation talks.”

‘But Sloandoesn’t" think - :

‘the -possibility of deregula
‘tion in ‘North ‘Carolina-: has
died out. “They've put’ the

don’t"think they ve left the
road.” .
What Sloan does hope will
‘come from California’s woés
‘will bea learnmg experience
-North :  Carolina/
Calit‘orma does not’ generate
its own power, Instead, the
state relieson xmported elec”
trrcrty which is subject to
price ‘gouging that can. lead
- to rate hikes for customers; :
““The -thing. wecan learn
from' Califorriia is what" we
ought not.to do,” Sloan said. :
In May and June: of :2000,.
Sloan said most : predlcted
rates five to 10 years down'
the road would remain flat.
. Now; Sloan said, energy rates
are expected to rise 10 p'er-
cent of more in the next. i“ive
years. .
Inalotof ways Sloan said
he's glad the  talks have,
slowed. "It gives us a little’
more time to prepare "

"The project. plan, includesj&h
approximately 950- residen-:
tial units on the 125 acre slter,
and - also . mcludes over 39
acres of open space andL

There are srgnifrcantt

retail_development as well:.
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‘ ‘;“ "School

ooresvrlle s Matt Huntley,

honor —the. Eagle
- Scout award. =~ at-a recent

l

|- “Couirt of Honor at Williamson -
- i Chapel’ “United Methodist
-:‘:‘_"Church sponsor ‘of Boy

-Scout - Troop 171, Huntley

=z funior- at” South - Iredell- High :
recerved Scoutlngs‘

was also awarded a Bronze ' | -
- Eagle -Palm “for continuous | "

- service to his troop, to which " |
':‘.he has - belonged for 11

~-and Rose Huntley. B

" years. He is the son ot Tm ’

on r1se in N C

Eifi'rol_lment_ ha_s
increased 21 %
in past year

Media General News Service

RALEIGH — Home-school
enrollment increased 21 per-

cent in the past year in-
North Carohna according to

figires by the state Djvision
of Non-Public Education.

The estimated mamber of
students in- registered home -

schools rose in 2000:01 to

33, 860 an_ increase of 5,882

from last year.
Home school enrollment

has fisen by 57 percent in the -~ major

“Carolina families
-home -schooling — 70.2' per- L
cent listed themselves as .
. _ > religious-based schools.
is.-home -
schools .being ‘more .accept: -
ed,” said Jeff Townsend, the -
: pres1dent
*. Cafolinians -

pasti two years and by 115
perdent - in the past four,

ac¢drding - to- the figures .

released 'Friday. “What I
attribute it to

of - ‘North
for " Home
Education.. “People can. do

" the research and see the data ‘

and know if works."
* Several studies sponsored

& ‘by hdnig- school supporters:'
* -have ‘shown - that - “home-*
T sc'hooled students score well -
above the national ‘average’
- ‘on.standardized tests and .
study more advanced mate-.
. rials than thelr peers in
'schools .
. home school
enrollment is larger because .
.- fhe state doesn’t require par:-
- .ents. to’ register- unless aj
: chrldisat least 7. :

Actual

he ' state’s . rismg num-

HHEEY - match ‘the’ rate of -
: growth in" home schools -
s nationally About 1.5 million
- t0'1.9 million children in the -
. Unifted’: States - were home ;
: eduCated in 2000-2001. - '
“«The national rate is’ grow-
" ing dnnually by 7 percent to
C 15 percent, according to the .
‘National Home Education -
- ‘Résearch Institute based in
* Orégon. There is no federal
o ageﬂcy that tracks national ;

se‘ndv‘said that fami-
es in' North Carolina bene:

are not as restrictive as:

- 'ifl.many other states For

‘that ‘home-schooled children -
‘are - socially isolated, but -
Shahrak said that it's the
‘opposite. ... .
--'She said. ﬁthat they can_~
-‘vdihgently complete school--
*.work by 1'p.m. and have: time -
for Solomon to particlpate in:,
“activities ‘with other: “home- "
:schooled children :

fromhonie schoolmg laws B

1nstance North Carohna
requires parents to maintain
records only of attendance,

standardized test scores and
. immunization, It doesn’t
require any specific subJects '

to be taught.
New York state, by. con-

trast, mandates what cours-
es should ‘be taught and -

requires- that parents file
.periodic detailed reports
with the local schools super-
intendent on the child’s
instruction.

Wake County alone had
more children. in home
schools than New York City

in’ the 1999-2000 school year [§

= 2,457; compared with 875.
Rehgron contmues tobea

“ North ™"

reason’ )
chose

-In addition to being able

to- provide: more one -0n-one- .
“home,

instruction .
Christie Shaw said she

-pulled her son, Mickie, out of
Youngsviile Elementary in -
. Franklin. County this. past.; §
school year because she did- -’
't .want him- ‘exposed: to -
-zrschool -violence ' and: teach:
ings: about’ homosexuahty‘

and evolution. -

“I felt God’ put it on- my1
f.heart to take a more inten-
- sive'role in my son'’s educa-‘ '
: tion " Shaw said, S

Havmg always attended‘ ,
private schools, Jill Shahrak:
‘'said she never gave public

schools a thought when she
moved to Cary last July. But

:'after her son Solomon now.
9, spent a few. months at a-
“religious . school,- .Shahrak -
.chose’ to. personally educate -
him. “Ifelt like I could givea
better education "at home,” -
_".Shahrak .
thought I could give h1m bet-

said. " “T-

ter social opportunities.”
"Critics have contended’

_also

| Lookln'g'- for:
a‘reel’ deal’

Go fishin’ in the
" Tribune classifieds.

" Call 664-55'54<to_dayl:f 1

8 * Natural vs: bio-identical hormones S
* Progesterone.and its place in therapy -

+ Libido and stress issues E

* Patented medications and their side effects .

* Breast cancer, osleoporosls & hormone lherapy

The speaker is Fred Lowry, Jr. RP, who has had oxtensive
lroinlng & expenence inthe oreo ol hormone replecemenl

Thls seminar is free,
but please call for reservations
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