- |Beach in September. There
7 |is” no “cost to- altend for

- Hrgh School,”

| Oet.

|2 Filing deadline .
'The- deadline to file for

| Aug..10., Interested citizens
< |ean register at -the_ Iredell
+*| County Elections Board,

200 S.. Center -."St.,

: Education ended last week

Plannmg ahead

“|-The Mooresvrlle South
lredell . .Chamber- . of
Commerce will.

- Ision at- the Mooresvrlle
Citizens ~Center"

| work for the next yearand is

' |annual. retreat ‘at - Myrtle:

' chamber members

Castmg caII
“ The: - Mooresville
Community Theatre . will

cal . “Godspell’ on Monday,

Aug. 22 from 7 to 9 p.m. in
the - Mooresville Citizens
.| Center. Roles are available

‘| for-men -and women ages.
15 and older. Auditions will
be based on a cold. reading
from 'the script, a prepared
song, and a dance combi-
natich. The show's perfor-
mances will be held Oct. 19-
20 and Oct, 25-27. For more
information call (704) 662
19107.

Health fair

Mooresville. will host a
health fair on Saturday, Aug.

128 Brawley ‘School Road.
Free - -bloud . pressure
checks, choleste_rol checks;,
| nutritional counseling, and|
.{children’s activities. will' be

| offered. For more informaa \

B tion, call (704) 790- 2712

‘ New.wasteifees :
Thie * Mooresvills :Town

Board on. Monday approved

an increase in the cost to

waste. The higher fees;
‘which "~ stem: from

.- {atits solid waste facility, will
become effective Oct. 1.

Siren test

_ the McGuire Nuclear Station
|on; Lake Norman will be
tested Tuesday, Aug. 14
between 10a. m and 2 p.m.

: School fundraiser
“Boosters of Lake Norman
. whrch
“I'scheduled to " open ‘a. year
‘{from: ‘now, are plannrng an.

School. VoILinteers

S Expo 2001

.. |Commerce
o Busl,ness E

"lay MICHAEL noessuae

, elected oftice in Mooresville |
{and Troutman. is Friday, |

2y Statesvrlle The tillng period '
"“|for. the -Mooresville Graded |-

School  District Board - of “the,$1,8 million deficit incurred. by

-.‘the school system last year, as well'as -
_‘.jthe $3 million in budget cuts neces-_ Ry

‘f;fColeman

hold its |
- annual |n -town' work ses:|-

on
. | Thursday, Aug 9 from 7:30|
_ -/ {to-10"a:m. The 'session will |

. [help" set the program - of :.tricts response - to - the” cur-

a prelude to the chamber’s |-

hold auditions for the musi- |

Aug. 20 and Wedniesday; |

EdenGardens .~ of|:

‘(25 from9 a.m. to 12.p.m. at| .
_ sion Chair Sara. Haire rl‘ice -

| dispose of commercial solid -

: an|.
-, [Increase the county charges o
" | the town to dispose of waste

Srrens ‘located - around

16 celebnty softball |-
- | game to'raise money for the | -
new" school,* An - organjza- | .
, tional meeting for the game | -
s ‘wIll be held on Alg. 7-at. 7| 7.

“|p.m.. at Brawley’ Mlddle -

Dr Juliav ‘Williams
' Superintendent of -

‘Program” ' Devel: :opment,’

'"Administra-tion :said last week that -

‘ viThe Iredell Statesvﬂle Schools i
* finaneial woes will not delay the .
- opening of 'the new Lake Norman
/' High School next year, say districtj
ofﬁcials
Assxstant :
Planning,'~

~and -

:’..sary this year,: Will ‘not hinder the’
. system’s ability to open'the new high-‘ :
school for the 20022003 school year. - -

Williams said the money used ' to
"build new schools is. separate from .
* the -operating. funds that are’at' the
- center of the'school district’s current
financial crisis.-*Those are separate
pots of money,”" she said, “The con-..
struction money is sepdrate.”

‘Shie said. that’the: construotion,;f
: ~funds will .beused ‘to--build" the .
.school s facﬂity, purchase furniture,_ .

“get."

,and _prov1de for some: other equip

‘ment. Other items for the interior of
“"the school == $uch as books, science"-"
: equipment and art’ supplies: — will.
be’ purchsed from the operating bud :

Despite the current shortfall ins
" that budget, Williams said the. money
needed:-to purchase the’ nécessary”
- items for the new school is stiil bud -
eted'and has not been removed.
LakKe Norman High School — the-
county s.sixth high school — will be

t mc

to be suspended

Continued from page 1A

that he hoped the school dis-

-rent’ financial crisis- would

. reassure the public: “I want.
“the publ1c to have confidence
‘in_this administration " he
~said. '

Included in the items the
board has tentatively agreed.
to cut from the 20012002 bud-

get are increases in the local -
" teacher pay suppleiment, new
school buses, and two . full-

time substitute teachers, The

.-board also tentatively agreed
“to postpone the implementa- ..
tion of the academically rig- .
. orous -

' - International
Baccalaureate - program at

and Statesville: High School.

Although 'the school-sys-
tem’s new. finance .officer,
Terry Haas,. recommended

the elimination "of -several

other jobs — includmg two

school nurses, ‘media assis- .

tants, * general . assrstants

custodial staff and an assw

: tant prinmpal

He also.said at that time :

June.” " as: Associate,
Superintendent -~ " of
Administration and Finance

-after -allegations” surfaced ]
that he was improperly reim-. .
- bursed for moving and living

expenses. ‘Thos_e allegations
are currently under investi-
gation by the school system.

Tuesday, State Sen..Frank
Mitchell told the Statesville
Record & Landmark that he

has - asked -State Auditor
Ralph Campbell to infervene
_.and assist the school system *
-in: resolving its financial
~South -Iredell High:-School

trouble :
The current finanCial cri-

sis-is not the first to strain

Coleman’s relationship with
the~ * Iredell-Statesville -
“Schools-and the school board

- since He became superinten- .

dent in August 1999. ‘
—In- February 2000, “the
State

the board-'
. reached .a rough consensus -
that those pos1tions would be -
"spared, -
Haas replaced Harold '
McManus -who resigned in -

-Bureau - of:

Investigation launched an

turned over to Iredell County
“District
“Frank in January 2001.° No

action has yet been taken by

Frank, -

In October 2000 it was
rumored that Coleman .was
considering’ taking the
superintendent position- in
Randolph County, where he
previously served as deputy
superintendent. He later said
he was not considering leav-
ing. the Iredell-Statesville
Schools dnd that the rumors
“‘of - his potential ‘departure
were, false, The school board

- subsequently awarded him a‘
four-year contract extension, -

bringmg his yearly salary to.
$137 196.. -
"'The .district’s McManus

res1gned thls June after alle- -

-gations arose that he inap-
" propriately billed the school

~district “nearly - $28,000 for

-moving and living expenses,

. McManus
-investigation mto the possi---
_ble ‘theft of ‘Up to"$200,000 -
from the school system. The’
-results of ‘that probe were "

- Attorney - Gary.

worked with’
Coleman.  in-
County for six years prior to
coming here'i in June 2000.

A T e
icontinu‘ed from’pag‘e 1A " ,
S

has mcreased :

And just two weeks ago,
-the school board issued a let-
ter to-Coleman -affirming
that the board was the high-
est-authority in the district.
The letter came after

Coleman instituted a policy -

-requiring the school dis-
trict’s-staff to channel all
information requests from
school board members
through either Deputy Supt.
Steve Lane or Director of
Public Information
Catherine Davidson. Several
board members said they
found school system staff
hesitant " to. talk to .them
diiectly because of the poli-

The_ school - board - will
meet today at 7 p.m. in the
upstairs meeting room of the
Iredell County Government
Center, located ‘at 200 S.
Center St. in-Statesville. The
“meeting is open to the public.

-

-Commlssmners

Contrnued from page 1A

and comes in the;wake.of the

revelation last week that the:
school system ran a $1.8 mil-
- lioh‘deficit! for the-2000- gao
fiscal year. 'I;he school’ board. X
.isalso facing, roi{ighly $3 mil:.
“lion'in cuts for
- fiscal’ year, District officials
. are attributing the shortfalls .
.to .inaccurate- reventie and -
'-expense projections, .as well
.as poon; record keeping. .

“The 'new.- administrative

) 'ofﬁces were expected to cost )
$1 3 million, - i e
~In abandomng the. request .

for --new. . administrative

“the’

down.”"

going - to " ‘happen;” .said

Commissioner S

he 2001-2002"

Clredell:

-crisis:.”

“Tive said for years this lS-,‘

,'turbed " she said-

to handle the money we give '
- them.” -

- Johnson added that he is.’

;disappOinted that the cuts

necessary. - to balance: ‘the

% +2001-2002:-budget will hurt -
“’the: students of the system -
- even- though the mistakes

were “madé by personnel in

- the’ systems administrative

office

Commisswner Tommy

»Bowles echoed- ‘Johnson’s
- coricerns, saying. ‘that- steps
.need to be taken in the school -

“system’s. admlnistrative
"’office to prevent future~'
“financial " troubles.”

- “Something = needs . to' be

. straightened out,” he said.’
- offices, commissmners were ;-

"1 . sending |
1 - Statesville - Schools a-clear
‘|- ‘message. about the: district‘ b

I "current- financial
"Clean it up~— and take steps’

- to prevent it from. happening '

* again. — before your: next_'-

- request for county funds.

‘Tice said she'is deeply dis- :
| ; appointed by the'school sys-

* tem’s administrators. “As’ an’

advocate for the schools; 1 .

feel betrayed,” she said. “It's

s| -really . disappomting -‘when

- folks that -you trust let you

Bowles also said that he'

-expects to see ‘several school:

district: employees lose-their. -

“jobs' over- the matter, “I think-
-.you're going to see’a lot of -’
- wvacant positions,” he said.

The Tribune has learned
that the school board intends

- to .suspend Supt.. Howard
“Buddy” Coleman at -4 spe- .
: .c1ally-called i
‘tonight. It is unclear if other "’
~employees will alsg be repri- -
. manded by. the board this

“evening, ..

“meeting

Commissmner Karen Ray '

._l_;said she shares the. disap
“pointment of others-in’ the.
“‘community.. “Like every tax- .
. Steve -
Johnson. “It-puts . doubt ‘in-
my mind about their ability

payer” and citizen in* this-.-
county, T'm extremely dis

ofﬁces

“ ‘_,-.-AWilliamsa could

Johnson added that the .

school ‘system needs to take
definite: steps towards’ pre-

venting srmilar problems .

from arising in_the future, :-'ingtheawardingof addition- -

-al: funds  to . the  Iredell:

espec1ally before the schaols’

ask -the "county. for ‘more"

. oney. “Lm not, gomg to.give

_them any ‘mote’ mioney until”
. Ifthey

.they ‘get it fixed .
‘can’t demonstrate that they

have accounting prinCiples :'

-and ‘methods ‘in -place, cer-

"_tainly it will affect me (when :
considering future-contribu-- .
‘tions to the schools),” heﬁ._'

said
Bowles agreed

. the schools for money will be

“highly scrutinized” by com--
.missioners, -while” Ray -said-

fiiture requests from - the.

school system will “raise an.

“eyebrow! L

“Tice said she is’ conﬁdent
“the problems in, the-'school :

systems w administrative

‘offices Will be* corrected.”
“'m:convinced the situation -

‘will be dealt:with,” she said.-
"The ‘commissioriers’ also.

uniformly expressed - the:
desire to-not -damage the
quality of education offered:
by the school system because .

cof skeptiCism they may have "

‘about. ‘monetary -‘requests -

from the administrative

‘ Commissmner Godfrey '
“not

be

saying'
that any future requests by .

- passed : its budget for the
- 2001-2002°
CommisSioners approved the -
~ " budget- in. June, givmg the:
. Iredell- Statesvﬂle Schools
$253million L

reached for comment,

a .Countyo'fﬁcials.have also
‘cleaved. up a misconception
school officials -had regard-

Statesville - -Schools:. from

Tredell-:County during the -
f'2001-2002 fiscal year,’ '

At last Thursdays early-f
morning school board meet:-

.ing, Terry' ‘Haas, . the .dis-

trict's new. finance officer,
distributed to board mem:

bers a document stating that
. school. district officials did -

not. know" if the county’
:‘would *award. any. more
.money “to the district this
year o

“County. Manager"*Joel'f
Mashburn said. the school”
system ~should not réceive- -

any: funds from the county
‘this ‘fiscal. year other than.

~those included in the 2001-

2002 budget. “I'm not aware
of anything else they should
be gettmg from the. county,"
he said. '

staffers professed to:know
whether the county had- yet-

- fiscal - / ‘year, .

, district-. agam has a record
~number of students enrolled: ,

, are| €
" needed For miore informa- |
© | tion,call Jeff Lavore at 704- RS
oo |683 3060 . g

. The Mooresvrlle South _f._ "Tepo

~met. this ear, Boylés
dde_d.g Instead of -buses,

Randolph L

At the school board meet .
.ing, 'no board. members or -

- serve- the water already at’

~abiout whether to expand the -
~current -facility or build & -
" new.one, itdirected thetown -[§
.. staff and Willis Engineers to | :
- proceed with several prelim--
7 inary steps;, such as ‘acquirs;
- ing the necessary regulatory
": approvals for expansion, pro-:
-.._ceeding with - 'the: prelimj-
““nary design of the new. facil-.
- ities, and ‘developing a’ pro- {§.--
.‘;,gram to. educate the public |}
" abotit water use and conser-*
;vation : :

_” “MOORESVILLE TRIBUNE -

.As a result’ of the” addi:
tional connections.and more -

-use per household, DeBruhl

said’ as. early  as 2004 the
town’s system could reach its»t!
capacity. Currently, the sys-ib
tem averages 3.5 million gal2%!
lons per day, he said, with

maximum use days at roughab
ly 5.2 million gallons: st

west of Mooresville:. R
It was revealed last week that the,;x -
" Iredell-Statesville- Schools 1.
318 million deficit for* the: :2000-2001" .
. fiscal: year, Additionally, the;
"'board is currently in the process of':;
“cutting $3 ‘million ‘in expendituresn, -
“from the '2001-2002 .budget. :Bothj5
‘shortfalls -are being- blamed by SyS:iq
~"tem officials.on poor récord keeping,ro
and inaccurate’ proiections of rev-q,n
enue and expenses : '

nup: a»ar -

schools,

There are two paths thé™y

~ town could follow to expand“
its water filtration capacityit! .

DeBruhl told commission->q

ers.

ments on the current plant,”
which would cost $19 million

, 10D
It could make improveJ 1

Uale)

to expand the' system’sid
capacity to'12 million gallons al

per day and an additional $39. Y

million to eventually expandl

it to 24 million gallons perm

day, totaling $58 million;

Or it could build a new
plant, costing:the town $30 9

million to reach a capacity-of .

12 million gallons per day'’ i

and-an additional $18 million“"

to eventually reach a capacis ,

"ty of $24 million. gallons per‘a

day, totaling $48 million,

The town board has yet. t(i:?I
decide which option it will A

pursue,

DeBruhl estimated that,,,
-expanding the water filtra.g

tion system’s capac1ty to- 1250

million’ gallons per daygg'

would adequately serve: the
town for.10 to 12 years

boundary
Town. . Manager

sure to act'soon;-

"Eventual . expansion »,t 245 s
- 'million® gallons per day

would adequately serve the -
“entire town at build-out, as

NIty

- limited by the urban growth

. kanii

;..McLean later 'said - thaty;
_because the town’s current, A
system could. reach’ capacity,w - B -
.as early as 2004, ‘the town . J§
. board. is under- some pressny

EEIETL DR

In addition to buildmg"a'ni

‘new.plant, McLean'said thew
-town can-’ explore.'_otheiiri:)". '

options for supplying more

waterto the town, such as i

connecting - with adjacent=

utilities —like the Charlotte«

Mecklenburg ‘Utilitieg!
Department < for use dur
ing peak use periods :

Also, he said ‘the town |
may -havé_ to . explore :the
enactment -of mvoluntary;
water restrictions to: con-.

the townsdisposal :
Although commissmners :
did not. reach a'‘decision”-

""mm
A

last week. *

-+ On Thursday, two days‘
“after” downtown’s .Moores-
“ville ‘Savings ' Bank ' was
- robbed, a white male entered

- First' Charter Bank: at-the

Port Village shopping center

. _shortly after 2:30 p.m..The

'Robinette

-man handed the teller a note
“-saying he had a gun-and he

wanted money,
_However, ‘he left out the

Slde door of :the branch and_
.ﬂed on fdot, without getting :
-any money,

. Descriptions of the hold

.up man differ; According to

Mooresville- Police  Chief
John Crone, the teller who - C
received the note described.

: ‘_the suspect ‘as'a. white male -

in his early 20s; He stood an

estimated 5 feet, 5 inches and’
“wore - a light-cblored shirt
“with stripes. He .reportedly

had blond shoulder-length

hair w1th dark highlights in-.

TR _ .
.“However a bank customer
- who was standing behind the
" suspect believed the. suspect ‘
- may have been older, in his -
early - to mid 30 s,” -

hoted:that ‘the suspect was:

“unshaven, and that-he was

said
Crone.

“The bank customer also :
grubby-lookmg and

wearing a‘red baseball cap -

~turned inside out, as if ‘he -

was trying to hide‘a team E
logo or busmess name on the

Mooresville men charged

in interstate drug ring -

Three Mooresville ‘men
have been indicted in con-
nection with a' multi-state
drug ring that was busted up
last month.

Adredell County Sheriff’s
deputies and federal Drug
Enforcement Agency investi-
gators brought down a multi-
state OxyContin ring with
the federal indictments of 10
people authorities say were
conspiring to illegally dis-
tribute the prescription
drug.

" A grand jury in US.
District Court in Charlotte
indicted the suspects on July
11 with conspiracy to possess
with intent to distribute
OxyContin, according to

Shane .
Salisbury
OxyContin is a pain med-

Atwell .27, of

ication prescribed to. those °

with muscular skeletal pain

or cancer. But the drug is

also being abused here ‘and
nationwide beécause of its
heroin-like high: OxyContin
is easier to obtain than hero-
in, : :
The indictment is the
result of a. seven-month
investigation launched after
deputies received tips from
sources - .about illegal
OxyContin sales.

Along the way, Iredell nar-
cotics agents worked with
the  Greensboro Police
Department, the Durham

indictments released late - County Sheriff’s Office and

last week.
Arrested were: Ernest
Mooresville;
Jones, 36; of Mooresv111e
Wayne -Arnold Brown, 39, of
Mooresville; Gary Allen
Bost, 48, of Statesville: Alan
Keith - Ashley, 37, of
Statesville; Robert James
Asbury, 45, of Statesville;

. Jonathan Scott Davis, 30, of

Statesville; “Johnny Mack
Brown, 54, of Statesville;
Melissa' Witherspoon Britt,
33 of Statesvﬂle and Marty

S
. Media General News Servrce

RALEIGH The weaken-_ _

ing economy could result-in-

‘an’upswing in crime, North_
‘ ,_Carolmas attorney generals_
i warns -

- Roy Cooper said this week

‘.’_-_that the rate of reported”
*.crimes.in North Carolina fell
-in:2000, but warned that a
weakening: economy could'

. change all that.

The decliningcrime rates
in the state’s Uniform Crime

Report- reflect a continuing-

trend that began in the early
19908 ) B '

Jr, 38, .of
Brian . Keith™ lance and hundreds of hours

the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Police Department.
- During weeks of surveil-

spent on the case, detectives
learned that miany of the
sales originated in Iredell
County, -then moved into
Virginia, South Carolina and
West Virginia, according to
Iredell * - Sheriff Phil

- Redmond.

There were more than
50,000 tablets sold during

that time, and many of the -

drugs - were obtained : by

“pswmg in crime poss1ble

' Cooper attributed the con-
" tinuing drop in crime to the:
good -economy,. the. state’s -
* tough- sentencing laws and- °

effective law enforcement
‘agencies.

. “The" storm clouds are{,
~ gathering in the form of a -

weakening economy;” Cooper

:said. “Even with the tougher

sentencing and longer prison

terms- for the ‘most violent -

- offenses, a- slowmg economy
“can change a life on the edge
to a life of crime.”-

The - report. shows that
both violent .and overall
crinie reported to

,including rape and murder
--actually. -increased - ‘in- the‘
‘number. reported;: But with’
the state’s rising: population,

_law '

forged
Redmond said.

“1 think this (indictment)
will decrease the amount of
OxyContin in this county
quite a bit,” said Iredell
Sheriff’s Deputy Chris
Shuskey.

OxyContin is prescribed

prescriptions,

Police probing 2nd bank heis in 3 days [

‘ Investigators are still pur-; -
- suing leads sin a ‘pair of
" Mooresville bank robberies :

. cap which could be used to B
: identify the suspect " Crone :
‘ said -
Mooresville investigatorsg; white male in his early 20s.
are also, searching for a sus- .-
pect in the July 81- robbery at”
“Mooresville Savings Bank.
~-Around-1 pm., a white.male .
-in his early 20s walked into
":the Main' Street bank and -
demanded money from the

teller. He fled with an undis-
closed amount of money;, and

witnesses last saw the man’
.runmng north .on. Broad-

Street
' He'was described as’ a(
“blond-hajred, - . :blue-eyed

- long-sleeve gray’ “T-shirt with
~a ‘white. shirt underneath,.
‘blue j jeans and a red baseball

-cap. : . R

" on either Mooresville bank |
g robberies is-asked to contact

_the-
.Department at 704 664 3311

. Advanced Holr
Cutting for the

The suspect, was wearing a: " |

Anyone With information'

Mooresville Police '

' Aslow as..

2N

Need A Temporary Living Location” |

Room Rates
$35 day

or starting at $175 week*

CALL 704-873»5236

Sullivan Rd/Exit 151 off 1-40
- Statesville, NC

*Ask for RL rate

'Read Tribune classifieds!

(704) 992-1000

" regularly by pain manage-

ment doctors and orthopedic
physicians. Its time-release
coating and low risk of side
effects make-it an :
attractive pain relief medica-
tion.

But the abuse of the drug &

has also been linked to at .
least 120 deaths. Addicts -
begin by chewing the pills,

Shuskey said. They move to
crushing the medication into

powder and snorting it. In
the most serious cases, the

drug is injected. -

The pills sell for about $1a
milligram here in Iredell
County, officials said.

The maximum sentence

for the federal drug charges -
is 30 years in prison. Once a
sentence is. handed - down,
there is no.chance for parole.

The investigation is con-
tinuing, and ‘more arrests
are possmle Redmond said.

enforcement N agenc1es

. declined :as a percentage of 1

the population. .
Some categories of crime

the rates per 100, 000 people
declined.. . .

The - numbers show that-
murders increased ‘from 535

per 100,000 people to 6. 9 per
100, 000 o

HOME EQUITY LINE QF CREDIT |
“NOCLOSING COST .

($10 000. MINIMUM)

Apply Today For Our

HOMEOWNER’S ADVANTAGE!-}?

'ACCOUNT

.7'25% ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE"{

Consult your tax adVisor regarding the dcduciibility of mterest and charges

Your Child Can Learn

The sooner Huntington steps in, the faster grades step up. 4
Our certified teachers help children of all ages overcome frustration
and failure and realize their potential. A few hours a wecek can help

your child improve weak study skills and gain the Educational Edge.

- Our testing pinpoints problems and we
Boost confidence | & pup

. tutor in reading, phonics, study skills, math
- Increase Motivation ]

and SAT/ACT prep to help students in all

[ in 5 .
,,‘mprove Basic Skills I grades do better in school.

_SAT/ACT prep. 1 Sooner is better than later.

s
542-5421 896.9699 I.EARI\III\IG CENTER®

"Hwy 51 at Carmel Rd. - Huntersville (Exit 25)

Your child can learn.

Independently Orened Aned Operated

'ANNOUNCES THE LATEST

IN LUXURY POWER AND
AFF ORDABILITY

"in.1999 to 552 in:2000. But |

. examined’as a. percentage of .
" the population, the rate of
~murders declined from 7.2

704-

564-3303




