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: C°"t'““ed ff°m page 10A "Paige said it best n‘"response to the

.charge that stugdents will be. “tested to.

.death”; “That’s a- charge made by peo-.. |
ple who feel’ that testing is somehow - |
external to teaching. But: it isn't: It s. |
the other side of the same coin. If you

- don'’t assess where'you are;: what theiun
students have. learned or not learned, -
you're- teaching ‘in the dark. That's =
analogous to drivmg at. mght without‘ €45

P headllghts Do you-every hear anyone .
: saymg we'’ re teachmg them to death?”

o ,70 percent difference in seventh grade
' ‘math exams; in Oklahoma;: .there wasa -
aYs has decreased over the last decade . 50-point gap between pass rates; and in "
eanwhile,” in - “Maryland,” where the . Wisconsin, 88, percent met the state’s
_ ﬂnrriculum and the tests trend more:" reading standard, but’ only 35 percent .
S “ward ‘the “touchy feely” "construc- “'hit NAEP’s readmg standard; " :
- ist approach ‘the gap ‘between high " State tests - and a national audit of :
and low performers has w1dened ' "th'bse tests ' are vital to educating
_This phenomenon “isn't’ new‘ -vstudents in high -poverty, inner city
Because of NAEP, we know that. manyf -areas, Research shows “A” students in -
state ‘tésts. really -do not tell us any-: - high poverty schools test at about the
. thing about how our children are per- - same level as “C” or “D” students:in "
fbrmmg Even as.far ‘back as’1997, . wealthy ‘communities. For children in -
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Tastiest Cafe

_‘by’an" accepted national tog “there - were ; massive - differences - low-performing schools, an: intense - The Centerfor Educatzon Reform is . feamnng -
Congress 1sn’t expected to parents'will be left to wondé? between NAEP 'scores. and the state - ‘focus on well-defined, measurable edu-* g national,-independent,” non-profit , Huge Deli Sandwiches
v come[out with a firial compro- - whether their state’s examma: .  tésts, That year, parents :in .South _-cational outcomes is long overdue. -adbocacy- organization providing sup- - Homemade Soups & Salads.
ﬁver I—S ‘hise | over: President ‘Bush’s - tion is:a good one or not." - Carolina were, told that 82 percent of Without a standardized test, there will- port and guzdance to individuals, com- - i} - Fresh Baked Dessert A

-+ education plan’ - - until - - - Consider ' Mandatory annﬁ‘ R _the students:were passing, but when.
'wseptember, and much of the altestmgwasﬁrstproposedny . BN - G (f:ey looking at the NAEP etam they

- disagreernient -centers ‘around - Senator' Robert” Kennedy (& IR covered: that only 20. percent were’
his ‘proposal. for annual tests, .: NY) in 1965, It was then that hg meetmg a“rigorous  standard. ‘The

always be a concern of college admis-. *

sions officers and .employment coun- -
. selors: that if a student went to school
~.in Harlem, the’ grades are gomg to ‘be’

munity and civic groups, pollcymakers ‘
.and others working to.bring fundamen-
tal reforms to their schools. For more
mformatzon, please call (202)° 822:9000 i

Espresso . Latte . Cappuccino‘
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xpectations. - ¢ . °
Fortunately, it’s. exactly

“that for our students as they;

begin classes * today .

"MooresVille and “next Mon-' ]

fﬁy in the Iredell- Statesville
- ®stem. 5

wa, Byit for employees of the ;
'ﬁedell Statesville - Schools, -

3Be - sense. of ‘‘excitement

. bout another school year is -

sovershadowed by what many
~ themm pérceive as an
absence of
trustwor-
thy leader-
ship. -

First, they
have spent
the past 18
months  a-
waiting the
| results of a
Feriminal
investiga-
tion into

£ ings in the

em S admimstrative oft“ ices.
ccording. to rumor = and’
‘that’s all we have, because
the district -attorney .is sit-
tmg on ‘the case,’ apparently
Hoping it w111 go away —'a
qbntractor ‘billed -.the 1§ :
Sehools for several hundred
- tHousand dollars in services, ;

. Zug neverrendered But curl\

ously, héwas paid

~salary topping  $100,000,
- Hllled the district" nearly
$18,000 for moving expénses, .
-He came here’ from - Ashe-
. boro, only- 60 milés" -away."-
- Cprriously, he was paid. He no
longer works here; though

. During: all: this; Supt :

_.Bhddy Coleman held up the.
board of education for more
money He dangled another-
jgb offer in front of them and-
all but forced the board to
' fark over a higher salaty,
e&en though he already: hada -
valid contract Shades of pro
sports

% Now. come revelations of a.
board of ' education trip- to.-
San Diégo for an educatlon
‘clinference. Problem is, the :
board members took several .
aunts. — Disneyland
Tijuana, etc. - and you the’
taxpayer pald for it. Board
members insist they were -
gdmg to pay. those personal
e)_tpenses themselves - and.

even asked Coleman ahead of .
| tifne to-make sure they were

properly billed: T

mUnfortunately, that bllhng 3

'd.ldnt occur until the media
o gpt hold of the matter. The
money has. been; repaid "but

- the image of board. members:

hhvmg their: ‘hands in " the'
" cookie jar Jemains,’ whether

- they actually- did: anythlng
' v\{rong ornot, - ;

)

yes. Coleman recentl; slap
pkd” a"'gag ‘order:
etnployees, even:
them' from - :giving
tmn to school,.

AN )

N ]

n.

v ¥

I, excitément and gr‘eat.
b .
|

. tered women’s shelters in [

- of the men’s rally sounded |t
“school : sys-.

“w Next, a newly. hlred assis-.
- tnt superintendent, with'a

. Let’s see; what's next. Oh .

Readmg between the hnes

Christianity, saymg 1t was Gods intention
that man be .head of the household ... that
man be the gender that would lead. .Dean
Stein, a marcher at thejrecent men’s rally in
Mooresville, said “I'm lnot afraid -to mimic
what Jesus has said: God called men to'lead.”
Added Bobby Waugh; one of the organiz-
ers of the Mooresville event, “In the Bible,
God told-man to be head of the house and h1s
church and the community”
- Like Stein and. Waugh, the Promlse
Keepers argue that God created man first and
made him ruler over creation. Woinan came
. next, created for the sole purpose of being
man’s “helper ?

On June 20,.there was an article in the
*Tribune about My Sister’s House — the coun-
ty’s only. battered women's shelter — moving
to Troutman to better serve Mooresville
women who néed shelfer from abusive rela-
tionships.

A week later, a story about a “Men’s Rall}r”
in Mooresville was published — a story that
I feel ‘helps depict exactly .
why communities need bat-

the first place.
At first glance, the goal

noble; Men uniting for: the

‘sake of the community and i Read again. ‘
their ° .families...coming |} The first chapter of Genesis reads that .
together " to ' encourage God created man and woman simultaneously

.and gave them both- free reign over all His
Creation..It's not unt11 the followmg chapter,
Genesis 2, that the “story of man’s creation
before woman’s was given.
The Bible, indeed, is a complex piece of lit-
erature that can. only spell out so much; the
* festisleftto U, its interpreters: And it's easy
to use passages from the Bible that corre-
spond with points we'ré'trying to make, then
. sweep the rest — “namely, its own’ contradic-
tions — under the rug, hopmg nobody catch
esit. -

Especially if ‘they’re not famihar with it,"
people can easily be mlsled about what- the
Biblesays. . - '~ B
_ “Furthermore, it's easy — and rather con- -

- venient — for people to misconstrue ‘what 1t
- says and use it for their own benefit, - .

80 is the t:ase.for—thousands if not mil- -

lions,of ‘mern who claim it’s okay.'to'.“lay:
-down the lJaw” with their wives every once in"
2 while. Men need to “take back” the role God :

. ‘gave them, They must maintain the control;
tthe power, in their relationships. After all, .
that’s the man — the leader — God mtended
for themtobe. = - -

-thousands of men to “stand
up and be the.man God
- called them to be,” one ral-
Jier said.”

But perhaps 1t’s what
they didn’t say that’s more
1mportant

“The men’s. rally orgamzers aligned them-
selves with- the, Promise. Keepers a group
that applauds the. efforts of “good men” —

“real men,” like themselves — who stand up
and demand that the feminization of men
and the femmization of family. structures be
“destroyed. It .encourages men to be “mascu- -
line men”. and - -become closer ‘and: more
responsxble to their famxhes churches and
.’ communities, .

‘Promise. Keepers feel they need to share
with others the word of God—'as they seeiit, .
at least — and convince people that the' rea:
son the. world is crumblmg is because men’
-are “bécoming" wimpy. and venturmg away
from the will of ‘God.

The whole concept sounds really pretty on
the outside. But on the inside, candy:coated :
ﬁreballs are still, well, ﬁreballs. And all that
ghtters is certainly not gold. .

The Promlse Keepers’ argument in
essence, -is -that .somehow in - the. grand
-scheme of ‘things; men have given their role
(ie. power) to- women, and now it's time to-
take that . power. back “I'm -not - suggestmg .
that you ask:for - your role- back,” said Dr.-
-Tony Evans. “I'm urging:you to take it back
-There can be'no compromise here. If you're
going to"lead, ‘you' must lead;. Be sensitive, .
{.1s(t1env Treat the lady gently and lovmgly But
ea ”

Those same men stand behmd a cloak of

they ‘loved and- respected their wives’ ...
because that, - too 1s ordered by God; they
_.said '
Explamed ralher Bobby - Waugh “The

respect and nurture her; and let her be the:

‘woman she's supposed to'be. Ilove my wife,
_open‘the car door: for her. I encourage nd
help her” i s : .

" minates
‘a 5:month ;

. defamatmn
‘that “every-"
. Journalist in America has

Opponents - to .using’ any

“national tests for-any reason .
_are an odd coalition of liberals -
" .and conservatives: - Liberals.

seem opposed to anything with

" the word “test”; ‘conservatives

seem.fo-oppose anything with

- the word “natjonal.” But on the |

basis of recent reports from
around the country, it’s clear.

- that both heed to put aside

their opposition for the sake of
our children. .. '
There. isa consensus that

‘the NAEP exams ate an accu-

rate - reﬂectlon of student

Popularity Wanmg Bush
throws a kegger -

The most recent polls sug-
gést that President Bush’s
popularity and job:approval
ratings are at an all time low.

- As a dedi-

cated card-
carrying|
member of
the .-news:
paper|k
media, . 1
can -only-|
say. “Hoo-
ray!” This.
polling cul-

odyssey of

secretly been waging. Using

special handshakes, synchro-
nized: wmkmg, ‘beer, -and
code - words, ‘we. Journalists’
have succeeded ‘in makmg-.
yet another public ﬁgure —a"

“Freckles!” . “or _
‘ “Journahsts Gorge on Potted?
-Meat!:Public Very Grateful.f’ud i

‘the - federal .. government-
" Unfortunatbly, because it was
left to districts to decide, it did-
n't work and, according to higm
. torian Diane Ravitch; the tests
were spotty and not consrstent-
ly applied.”

“Having a’ national bench

" mark can reveal. which -stans

dards work well and whlch g
‘not: The most recent NAE
scores reveals that in Virginfy!
where there is a rigorous setof
‘Standards of Learning, the gap
between high and low ach1ev

See TESTING page 11Aa
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liked than pimento loaf, ‘-~

We have not.-been as sug:’
cessful at keepmg our plan'4’
secret,. " though. The-
Republicans have sniffed is-

“out. They have long content:’

ed that when we flagrantly:
print such offensive material
as their -political platform,
we are intentionally turnlng
America against them.: : w
Well; 1a de ‘da. They fig-
ured us out. This public cor=
demnation is not particular-

" ly painfulto the press corps,
though.  Remember, we are
‘the vehicle that ig)tlats the mesy.,
sage to the _public, So our;- .

" headlines, “despite’ tl?’ Fact o
-that Republicans are so mag,,

~they could spit, will probably
Temain-

act

-self- aggrandizing~
and- read - something likéet* -
“Media; Discovers Cure for:
* possibly

.'p011t1c1an o Iess — less -

 See WALCOTT, page 11

--:On their. behalf, the men at .the recent
* Moorésville rally beamed ‘about how much

Bible says,‘men love the wife the way Christ: e
loves the church’ (Ephesrans 5:25) wilove,: |
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T . " sing the National Assessiient urgedthatthenewElementaml . game “‘credibility gap” existed for “inflated. .or - visit - the:  website = at
3 ithin “our public g - of  Educational Progress:, or - 'and Secondary Education Act." v other states. In Louislana there was-a Perhaps Educatlon Secretary ‘Rod - http://edreform.com C
| schools, this should - "NAEP tests,-as_an “audit’ of include-a ‘provision' that.dis- . - . : -ai’ : L
be a-time of renew- state standardmed tests ~tricts report testing results to.

:jl -Walcott

“I*Gontinued from page 1

da.

That brings up another
wonderful service that we
gerform. As a convenience

.you, we tell you when to

‘ have certain emotions. We .

d0 so by informing you that
the entire galaxy already

feels a certain peculiar way,

like - “aghast,” “glib,” or
“Hauseated,” so you better
start feeling that way, too.

I can tell you right now
that all of America is posi:
tively “fractious” and possi-
bly even “convalescent” at
our President’s recent
behavior. The administra-
tign’s ardent refusal to sign

various presti'gious interna-

tional pieces of. paper has,
“aggording sources who have
yéf: to comment on the sub-
jeot outraged most of our

lbl

¥

global neighbors, many of
whom can not even speak
proper English. The bad
press that the U.S. is receiv-
ing from other countries,

‘notably Australia, has domi-

nated CNN’s feature seg-
ment titled “Foreign insults
in unfamiliar languages "

In: the vein. (see  also:
“feign fi Ed.) of fair report-
ing, I suppose I should note
that most of Australia
descends from an impres-
sive gene pool originally
populated exclusively by
lying thieves and prosti-
tutes.

The core of the problem
seems to be Bush's unilater-
“alism. He'" refuses to. sign

anythmg that any . other

" country not wholly owned

by Texaco Qil agrees
with. He wants America to

blaze our ‘own trail, even if
that means supporting such
.unlikely initiatives as germ-
warfare and more pollution:
His strong chin is under-
mined, " most analysts
believe, by his weak brain.
“The- latest piece of evi-
dence for this is the admin-
istration’s attempt to boost
local support the way he did
back at.Yale — by throwing
4 kegger Complete ‘with
sorority girls, paddles, and a
terrible garage band called
“Shifty and the Recently
Paroled,” all of America/
Texas will be invited to “live
it up,” White House-style.
Now, that does not neces-

‘sarily mean that you are

invited, unless you are from

the country of Texas. Lance

Armstrong is at the top of

the 1nv1tees list. Recall how :

éatton

,-lt" Contlnued from. page 10A
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deals '

dn: her book

o l,,,'I‘o be: a real man ‘a godly man 'is tc_"
_relieve.women’of -the burden’ of  ‘leader-
. . ship’ that we: have: been- forced to. take
bécause of ‘men’s terrible error — allow-
-ing women .a. portlon of. power in our
~-homes ... And once.women have only ‘the
" tpsk of follomng (obeying) and no longer .
" must make decisions regarding: our.own
" ljves and that.of our children’s, we will'all -
. lﬁa much happier, the world will have been
. turned rightside up once more, God will *
b pleased, and men will have’ rid them’
sklves of the sin of sissification.” .
- UIf the true intent of the men’s rally, or’
* .the Promise Keepers is'to. brmg the faml- :
1y. back together as they claim, Why don’t.
they have marriage counselors as keynote
Eeakers instead of ‘former pro ‘wrestling -
- - champions and Carohna Panther football )
- players"
| What- d1d Mooresv1lle marcher Dean
k qtem mean when he said, “Men need to "
' stand up’ first. They have to' make sure’
R their ‘house 'is- in order- first before gomg .
' dut in the tommiinity’ o
: They said women' would be 1nV1ted to

- 9But: respect and love can
skown'b reating wotiied' as. equals,, not"i"
1eir cardoors T

JS,hella Ruth writes:about the masculi

f- groups like: the- Promlse.

’ “Issues

greater be~

'first place? .

' walks"

~of his. thumb

Before the rally, one of 1ts orgamzers'
: sa1d while men were doing the “standing
“up” part women should be “supporting
.and praymg for us.” If it's for the ultimate -
good of .the family, 'shouldn’t she be out
-there marching, ‘too? Shouldn’t she Rave.
_“been invited to-march? What good can she-
do; cheering you on from Mam Street sxde-

“Why are women “pohtely, but flrmly" '
~told not to attend the rallies, as is noted on-
.a web page affiliated with the Promise -
Keepers? Don’'t women make up a valuable:
-.part of the family? Doesn’t she count as
- much as the man does? Shouldn’t she be a .
”part of “brmgmg the family back togeth- .
er’ especmlly since she: has such a v1tal :
j»role in that family? . X

.Maybe the answer. is that the Promlse
’-Keepers ideal family is the old-order; tra--
-ditional family, when ‘men’ could :legally *
: beat their wives as long as the'object he-

. Why not the march?

‘Why “couldn’t anyore give answers
when asked what specific measures men
could take to “stand upand be the man of *
- their home”...? Why couldn't’ they spell’
- out: the problem . the. reason,, why.
Mooresvﬂle needed a ‘men’s’ rally 1n the

“beat her with was no wider than'the width °
. you know, back® when'men -
were the' "real men" God mtended for .
' 'them to be. S

“the Tour de France (literally.

“Tour of Belglum") winner ' }-
proudly toted the Texas flag }
and even tried to declare

Portugal a colony of Texas.

After the race, he said, “My
. eyes. don’t sting and I can't
even taste theair here I

miss riding-in Texas.” . .
Bush hopes that this pub

lic display of good cheer
1mprove “his

will  both -
domestic: ratings and . his

image with the local chapter

of the Delta-Zetas,

Lake Norman-area resi-
dent Corey Walcott’s column

- appears every other- .
Wednesday on the Tribune’s
Viewpoint page.

(704) 664- JAVA (5282)

o Brawley Commons _
Brawley School Road Mooresville

- double taxation and get more benefits from your e‘usnng

ANNUITY OWNERS
"READTHIS! |} |

Many annutty owners lose 70% of the Value of their’
annuity when it pays off! Will thlS happen to you? ’

[t's true. Annuities and IRAs can be double-taxed assets
(subject to income taxes PLUS estate taxes). After estate
taxes.and income taxes, there can be as little as 30%Iof.
thevalue remaining. You can learn how to avoid the loss
in the FREE educational ‘booklet “Annuity Owner.
Mistakes.” The booklet is frec and shows how to avoid ,

annuity valuc.
For your FREE copy _
CALL (24 Hours) . ' I

1-800-494-9166

and leave your name and address for youl free copy.”
. 00- 2508 .

’lhe Best Qual;ty Serwce ancl Valuc in Jeweh‘y |-

efwf/mmn/ Cuuslone }/eme/e 2w
Shops on thc (nccn + 177 * Exit 28 o (,ol nelius » 704 892 7345 i

Has Moved Across the Parkmg, Lot.

Denver Facﬂlty
1:00 PM-3:00 PM
s “Twisters All-Star Cheerleaders”-
“Competitive Teams
Pee Wees, Youth, Juniors & Scniors
+ Partner Stunt Classes + Cheer Classes
s Tumbling & Trampoline Classes
Birthday Pavtics

(Localed Off Hwy. 16, turn beside Marble Masters,
: l/4 mile on nght)

' Doy Care. Centers
Compony Plcmcs




