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By MICHAEL ROESSLER

L ver the last couple of de
' cades, ‘downtown Moores-
2 -ville businesses: have.come

and gone, One that has persevered
however, is celebratmg a 81gniﬁ-

i cant anmversary this week.":
- . Pie-in the ‘Sky P1zza, Wthh

opened at its Main Street location ~

- in 1986, will mark its. 15th anniver- .
sary’ on- Sunday S

- “I"always thougnt I’d 11ke to"

- retire -and ' do- this,” ‘said “Tim"
“.Whltener, -the store’s” owner. - But
~“owning ‘the restaurant came soon-
'_Aer than he expected. .~ - .
Whltener graduated from Dav-

. See PIEIN THE SKY, page 2A"

and ofﬁcers standing around .the

Graduation. It's a time of cele-
bration that spawns family get-
togethers and parties with friends.

And it often leads to minors
using alcohol.

Recently, with graduation just

'arou_nd the corner, Mooresville

police and Alcohol Law Enforce-
ment (ALE) officers conducted a
sting operation by sending teenage
volunteers into local stores to see if
they could buy beer or wine. '

Those teenagers hit the jackpot.

- Of the 13 stores they went into,
the teens were able to purchase
alcohol at half the locations.

“We do it (the alcohol check)
periodically throughout the year,”
said Lt. Thomas _Thompson, who

and quite a few ‘places got v1ola-

tions,” Thompson said. “Also, if .we-: " '

get a complaint on a place, we will '
cheéck it more often.”

The volunteers don’t use fake
identification, said Capt. Leon’
White. The teens are .asked to go -
into a store and attempt to purchase
beer or wine. The individual car-
ries his or her own identification
and is instructed to have it out and .
ready to hand to the clerk. .

The Mooresville Police Depart-
ment often does these checks in
cooperation with ALE.

But, ALE runs frequent checks

in stores and restaurants all over o

See ALCOHOL ane; page 2A" .

“Kill Your Speed’ van

Motorlsts who drove too fast past
-a nondescript mini-van that ap-
- peared to be broken’ down along an
‘Iredell highway on Tuesday are -
hkely togeta surprise in the-mail:-
A warning tlcket for: speedmg '

-*The mini-van“is part.of. Iredell

County s Kill Your Speed: Program

.-which began in February, “If - we're

| able to: reduce speed-related “acei-

~"dents -we've accompllshed some-
"thing,” said Lt. Bill Halliburton of .-
the" Statesville Pollce Department
which-used the van. earher thls'
‘week to monitor speeding.

Tuesday: was the first: day the
" 'specially- equlpped rada van was
-out tracking: speeders Inthe f1rst.
- hour the radar was-in use, -33 cars -
. were caught on film going at least
-.10 inph above the posted speed. limit
of 45, And that was with the media-

mﬁ.‘ii; has productlve ﬁrst day-

vehlcle v »
The van is equlpped w1th radar

“on the front and a machine inside to - B

~clock the 'speed. When a vehlcle is -
traveling over. the ‘speed limit, a
- camera inside the van takes a p1c-‘ -

_ture of the vehicle. ] S
. “It’s so.sensitive, if two' cars are Cey
commg at the same time it 'won't
“take a picture,” said Halliburton,

_Pictures of speeding cars willbe -

“taken'to Charlotte, where they will -
" be processed and mailed to the own-.

ers, along with a warning ticket.

MWe're not trying to violate peo-
ple’s rights,” said Statesville Police " -
- Officer T.C. Souther: “If it helps :
‘saves hves ‘we are behind it,” -

“Tredell is the only county in the‘.- :
state with the speed van, whlch was .

- developed by Lockheed-Martin fora
UN

See SPEEDING page 2A W
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