By Rea Mcleroy
- lapbylap '

son was under coptrol, Ricky Rudd chipped in com-
_ ments, drscusslng the advantages of thelr two-car :
operation. - ,
As they consider champlonshlp potentlal and what this
- Winston Cup season offers, Jarrett and Rudd generally dont
speak about individual success and honors,
They talk about workrng together, about tag- teamlng the
competltlon and taking Robert Yates to his best season’in .
: history. They comfortably discuss.a growing frlendship and.a
¥ -solid relationship between crew chiefs Todd Parrott and
e ~ 'Michael McSwain. Fleshlng out one anothers thoughts and
' analysrs the pair seems contént in'each another's company.

[ .ale Jarrett smiled easlly, confrdent again that the sea-.

S : thrng they face is deahng wrth beatlng one another on a regu-
£ -7 lar basis. - '
: o The dynamrcs of the relatlonship are grounded rn respect

S other s ideas. Some weeks, they run cars that are eerily similar.’
. Other races the only common tralts seem to be the Ford logo and

; '_~the englne ; . e
 ltwo

3 plon shlp caliber and won’ champlonships He doesn t express a lot
', ~of ego; Anytime | need. somethlng, Dale is there to helpus.”” = "~
" Rudd offers Jarrett: the same support. Now that Jarrett, who won
¢ the‘Winston Cup title in 1999, is ‘back In the champlonshlp race he
.'t”nds Rudd an even greater resource R
"We'te worklng closer’ and accomphshlng more,". ‘arrett sard
o "‘We 've always talked, but now we've put our heads together and
e we're able 'to see the resuits more on theracetrack.” -
o AIthough they have competed agamst one another for years |t
C 0 wasn't until they became teammates that Jarrett and Rudd. truly -
7 cameto know one another. In-the 1% seasons since the two: Jomed
forces they ve learned to understand not just spoken words: but
. also the true meanlng behind, them. Together they have taken
. - Yates' racing program to.its hlghest level o
 "The two teams have actually come' together and are probably ,
closer now than they have been smce Ive been wrth the gam,”.
Rudd sald S R .

J_'\x/lnston Cup pornts race - N }4 g e féﬂii“s“fﬁy‘i’;”".",
-'Robert Yates has proven

 thathis orsam_zan,on canwm ;

e - Ofcourse, it's easy to be that way. With a combined five = :Dale .larrett (clockwise from top' left), owner Robert Yates and Ricky -
(1« C wins, 17 top-five and 25 top-10 runs this season, Jarrett’ and" ‘Rudd have proven they have what it takes to compete for the
P Rudd: have'no trouble finding. the silver hnmg The toughest : NASCAR champlonship. . : . .

‘ "'_ Neither driver defers to the other’ s success, but each listens to the"‘

' -ing-a shop — struggles.in one- ‘operation can ‘affect the second .

_ R o ' *‘team. Or if one-team is competinig for a championship, that-can dis--
“I've’got a lot of-admlratlon for [Jarrett] " Rudd sald "He S cham- v

“the best ways to burld cars and set them up wrth shocks and

K back they have proven that Yates' setup works,. Looking down the”,
: .:road neither driver’ sees the struggle. for the champf fonsthip as

" After all, it's what got them: {0 this ‘point. -

; Rlcky.Rudd No“3 ln the Lo 1 1"1 .-_' "@"'ér;gasr.ef'

7.| 3¢ lason Keller
4. Jeff Green

|7, Tony Raines. i+ 9,415

- 9: Boloby.Labonte 2,958 |9, Chad Uittle:... : 9,064

19 MarkMartin 9,174 [12. Jeff Pinvis” . 2,190
13. Steve Park-1 1,156 |13; Scotthmer 9,168

16. Elliott Sadiler- - 1,983 | 16. Jarnie McMuray 2,049

18. Ward Burton 1,975 {18 Bobby Hamilton Jr. 1,987,
- 19BILElliott:. . 1,966 | 19. Rich Blekle " 1,984
20.Ken Schracier --1,872 120. Hank Parker Jr. 1,903

‘ LapbyLap photos by Sherryl Dennlson Creekmore

Thelr shops are. ln dlfferent cltles but that doesn t seem to |nter-
fere with the operation.. Instead, the drivers say it helps. - '

Although. it would seem that shanng a shop-would produce the -
greatest advantage it didn't create the Yates' dynasty that seems -~
- to be.in the works now. Teams haven't always benefited from shar:

: Dale Jarrett HIS win. Sunday

Ctract the other. group,- whlch strll may be trylng to burld an ldentlty
That: isn't the case here. B .
.But McSwaln ‘and Parrott talk regularly and work together to fi nd «

o jeff Gordon s three

" springs.
It works

R B S -f‘rst tlme since March
- With Jarrett tled for f rst in pomts and Rudd in thll‘d onIy 28

On the Record

\X/e were /oose and | guess

[ Kevrn Harwck] just drove all over
us. That's not the way you race and,-v
make friendfs around here We

lnterferlng with their relatlonshlp Instead; they see workmg as a
. 'team as the only way to win that ellte title.: :

.‘..‘-o--‘-....‘-.‘.

“[ think-we've got too open a. relatlonshlp to hold anythmg back g

: 'Jarrett said, "I'm going to'feel like if we get ourselves to that posi- probab/y won'tbe InVlt/ng h/m to
-, tion, that chky and his team have been a big part of’ that and l S our Christmas pa,fy A
e wouldn.twant to hold back at that pomt in- trme Yo L

. Plt Stop answer: Three times o
. - (1981,'82-and "85) " ¢ -

Ree McLeroy covers NASCAR for the chhmond Times Dlspatch

‘:So this ..

= THEOTHER GORDON_ Robby says he s a newv.& |mproved ’dnver [

low. Il try to
: "Havlng my own am- 1o’

) t omad for. havlng
don't thin here' any:

MIKE MULHERN
lapbyLap

8. Jimrie Johnson 9351 ¢
" 10, Johnny Bensont? 193(10. Randy Lalole 2,053
- 11: MattKenseth 9191 11.Kenny Wallace 2,934 -
14, JlmrnySpencerQ,'lQB 14, Kevin Grilbb . 9,144 -

15 Jeff Burton - 9,00815. David Green. = 2,097 -

17, Bobby Hamilton 1,980 {17, Jay.Sauter .~ 9,009

ept hlm tled for first. and gave h|m the v

hos Not Johnn)' Benson Hes on the ‘ ) :
sverge of faIImg out of the- top |0 for the 1‘ o

— Blll Davrs, Ward Burton's car owner REE

[MSBL on final run Mustangs

""vhe Mooresv1lle Sum

1. Femain-within a field goal” - season champlonship

" - members are: sharpening . 'Mo'Styles that looms large,
;their acts in readiness for.: as it"it tabled to. be held

‘With - Just two Ieague'xcomplete the leagues regu-
, ‘play,:the slim upper hand final of three games to be
| + Clippers, fielding an 11-1- the Senior High gyni..

_|.-overall record that earned . Once final standings are
it the top ‘spot. by‘a one- . confirmed, single- elimina-

. rent runner-up and just a. rounding -the’ traditional
two game advantage over© slam dunk and three-point
. the: present .third- -place shooting contests will take

| -served that position with 4.5

three wins in as many out:’ Clippers 106, Allstars 79,
ings within the past_two- C: Rodney Gidney 29. A;
week period. Sherrdd Avery 22,

Run & Gun dropped out. Bam 2, Connection 0,
of the first-place tie and Run & Gun 63, Ballers 55,.
into sole possession of sec- RG: Napoleon Lowery,
ond, at 10-2 overall, with a° Darien Fish, 13 cach. B: Max
2-1 record in its past three McLaughlin 24.

- games, “That allowed Clippers 87, Cleveland 76,
Cleveland, at 93 and Cli: Tony Davenport 26.
responsible for that win Cle:Minter 15.
over Run & Gun, to also Ballers 58, Allstars 55,
move into the picture with B: McLaughlin 24. A:
outright ownership of Avery2:. ‘
third. Run & Gun 69, Bam 59,

Only Statesville Bam, RG: Fish 18. B: Johnson 21.
alone in fourth, completes Cleveland 87, Run & Gun 77,
the list of teams playing at C: Juan Fleming 33. RG:

or above the break-even Waldrop 24.
mark, at 6-6 through 12 - Clippers 81, Ballers 79,

games. C:  Davenport 24. B:
The rest of the league McLaughlin 30,

stacks up as follows, with Allstars 2, Connection 0,

the Ballers fifth, at 5-6, fol- Mo'Styles Clippers .. .11-1
lowed by the identical 2-10 Run&Gun .......... 102
crew from the Statesville Cleveland. ........... 9-3
Allstars and ~ Carolina Statesville Bam.. ...... 66
Connection. The Ballers. ........... 56

Over the past couple of . Statesville Allstars .2:10
" Caroliha Connection. ..2-10

i -'weeks the Clippers posted_’? :
. mer-Basketball League’is "~ 'the’ only: undefeated effort,
.»gearmg up-for its. version - to boost their' first-place -
1 “the - seventh mmng,: stat us. With just one mord’

‘ stretch game scheduled to be held .
: Headmg into thxs the - .on the courts, the Clippers’
'_fmal week' of regular -séa: dre. assured” ot‘ ho worsef
son’ play, ‘three - ‘teams - . than “sharing: the regular-

. _of: still'netting the MSBL, . 'However, it i$ that lone’

. vchamplonslup. -while .all %remamlng game featuring:
the upcomlng league post-.” “against current ‘sécond-
7::season tournament. “place Run & Run that will

tvdates left. in, regulatloni “lar-season agenda: in- the |

.- belongs to the’ Mo'Styles - played Saturdayevenmg in -

entry. The Clippers pre- = place the weekend of Aug. .

Continued from page 1B

hrts while Nathan Abraham -
“and Aaron Meadows spanked o

a double each. -

- In "the. convmcmg win -
over: Spencer Dylan West":_‘
pitchéd .all* five- innings for

: his second tournament win,

'spraying’ just th_ree hlts m.‘

the process. .

Skidmore racked up three
hlts to top the hit parade, one""
‘that included - two-. base

’kno'cks ‘each  from - West,
- Abraham and Carson Smith,

and . single- cracks apiece
courtesy of Meadows, Chris

Bonaventure, Ryan Pietryzk,

_Jordan - Champlon and -

v Cameron Rhyne.
. game- spread ‘over the cur- - tion tournament play sur- |- '

In the draw with Rowan,

pitcher Compton’stacked up
six strikeouts while allowing -

five hits in the no decision.
The offense featured sin-

gle base .hits each from-

Abraham, Meadows,
Bonaventure, Smith and
Jacob Mays.

In ~ the win over
Conaord/Odell, Pietryzk,

Bonaventure and Mays all -

shared mound duties to com-
bine for the win.

At bat, Bonaventure and
Mays collectéd two hits each,
while Meadows, Smith,
Champion and Garrett White
socked single base hits each.

Mooresville opened play
in the attraction with the
four-run  win over Davie
County, riding West's four
innings of four- hlt 11-strike-
out pitching combined with
one inning's work from
Bonaventure.

Abraham, West, and
Bonaventure chopped out
two hits apiece, with
Skidmore, Meadows, Mays,
Champion and Brandon
Broomie all pitching in with a
base rap cach.

Fall season

| 'C’ontihu.edtro'm page 1'B ' '. ‘ level.

begmnmg at 4 pm at South Iredell ngh
School: a :
- Jeff - Cummmgs head var51ty soceer
coach reminds any-and all interested partic-
ipants that they muist have'a completed phys- -
_ical'examination before’ Jbeing eljgible to take :
~part in any team. act1v1ty S 3
* - Tryouts will start Aug. 1. and contmue'
every afternoon from that pomt 8
The tryouts: are” for those" mterested in

Before any South:Iredell athlete can: par-
ticipate in:any sports act1v1ty, they must have
a completed physical examination form.”

This year christens .a new era in South_ .
Iredell sports history, with the school engag:.
mg for the first tiine at the state's hlghest 4A
level: South Iredell will be a member- of the
U 4A class Central Piedmont Conference that -
.features six.charter members, In addition to
- -SIHS; others making up the circuit inélude

. Dave, County,. R.J. ‘Reynolds, ‘South :Rowan;

E playmg at elther the var51ty or Jumor var51ty West Forsyth and North Dav1d50n

CHARLOTTE'S #1 HOMEBUILDER!

TTE; 177 N 1o Exit 33, Tum fight off exitonlo Hiwy 21
lig, Rd.3abrie! Estat

§ o Optlonsllke wnrlng. _' N y S . The PrestlgeCarport
“:% . fan,| light — Z b En_g_l_neer—Ce 'ed Protection)
1 ‘ MOORESVILLE Hwy 150 West 704-799- 0754
CL Across from Big Daddys ‘
- N. CHARLQTTE' " HICKORY KANNAPOLIS
- 4301 E. Independence Bivd. 1331 Hwy. 70 SE 1902 S. Cannon Blvd.
| 7045371330 - 282.327-6556 (704-932.7313 j

: Friday, July 27 2001 - MOORESVILLE TRIBUNE 3e

o~ Get $200"

¥ off any. 1

buildin carport o] L
lgazebo in stock! -~ -l o

; tock,l Mustpresentoouponetlzmeofsale I
e ‘_plres Aug__t 10 2001 ..

Superior'Walls
precast,
pre-insulated ,
concrete
fouhdations are
built fo last.
Proven to be
better than
block or poured
foundations for
the last 19 years.

*5, 000 psi STRONG concrete  « Energy Efficient * Moisture & Mildew Free

* Already Waterproof & Insulated « We install for you in ONE DAY on site Affordable

* Always dry and comfortable * 15 Year Warranty * Always Level, Always Square B
b * Installs in almost any weather

For more information about using Superior Walls for your new.home call
SUPERIOR WALLS SYSTEMS, L.L.C.
317 Providence Rd. * Oxford, NC 27565

704/948-7711 or 877/895-9255

Subscribe to The Mooresville Tribune,
- call 704-664-5554, today!
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200 T FORD.~ ' 2001 TOYOTA 200' M"'SUBISH’

- ESCAPES - || "AVALON XLS MONTERO XI.S 4x4 :
'4 TO CHOOSE FROM _ Only 1,000 Miles, Fully Loaded! T
_ MUST SEET |

'sramnanr l 8, 995

S e AR & ST S50 (T

AKOTA X-CAB sr.'r FRONTIER CREW CAB 1o
n Onl 11,000 Mile - ~4x4 with Off-Road Pkg. -
17,488 || "15,955




