“School open house -

The Mooresville Graded
public to an open house and
tour of the Mooresville High
School addition and renova-
‘{tion project' on  Sunday, |-
Sept. 16 from'3:30 to 5:30
|p.m. The open house will
‘| follow the building's formal
' dedlcatlon

Ftables cllnlcs

There will be several
rabies vaccination clinics in
South Iredell in the coming
weeks. Shepherd
Elementary = ‘School in
Troutman ‘will host a clinic
on Tuesday, Sept. 11 from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m, Aclinic will
also be held at'the Iredell
County Fairgrounds in

18 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.’In
Mooresville, clinics will be
| held from Monday, Sept, 17
through Saturday, Sept. 22
at the Village Animal
Hospital during normal busi-
ness hours, as well as
-{Monday, Sept. 24 through
Saturday, Sept. 29 at the
Randall Veterinary Hospital
during normal business
.| hours. Cost of the vaccine is

- Cope with disaster
Are you prepared to deal
with a disaster? = The
American Red Cross will
provide a free program on
Saturday,
Mooraesville, offering people
a behind-the-scenes look at
the impact of disasters on
people and communities,
Also, the program will
describe the services and
| roles provided during disas-
ters by the Red Cross. The
program is from 1-3 p.m, in
Shinn Hall next to St, James
Episcopal Church, - 851
Shinnville Road north of

|tions, or more information,
1call Linda Slmownz at 704-
664-21 27 ;

Road resurfacing -
A section’ of  Church
Street belween Institute

will - be resurfaced on
Thursday, Sept. 13, Some
delays may occur,

Williams bike ride _
Williams Company, which
owns the natural gas
pipeline that runs through
Mooresville, will embark on
{its Third Annual Riding the

Sept. 1010 Sept. 18, Ateam
of riders .will pass through
Mooresville at 11:45 a.m. on
Thursday, ~ Sept. 13,
Williams Company . will
match any money rdised
durlng the rlde, up to
$200,000.

Masonlc breakfast
An all-you-can-eat break-
fast - will be held on
- | Saturday, Sept. 7 at 10 a.m,
~ |at the Masonic Lodge 123
Institute Street, Cost is $5.
The public fs invited.

Consignment sale

The South Iredell Lion's
Club will hold a children's
fall/winter consignment sale
on Wednesday, Sept. 19
from 8 am. to 8 p.m,
Thursday, :Sept.-20 from 8
a.m. to 4 p.m,, Friday, Sept.
“121 from 8-am. to 4 p.m,,
and Saturday, Sept. 22 from
7 a.m, to 12 p.m. About 140

dren's clothes, baby equip-
ment, - toys, . and. more.
Proceeds will benefit the
Lion's Club Services and
Iredell County Foster Parent
Association. For more infor-
mation, call (704) 662- 8870

Block party

" The Broad Strest United|.
Methodist Church will spon-
sor & block pary for all of
Mooresville on Saturday,
| Sept. 15 from 1 to 4 p,m. in
the . open fleld: next to the
Chumh e

School District invites the|

Troutman on Tuesday, Sept.’

Sept. 15, in|

Mooresville. For reserva-| .

Strest and Iredell Avenue|

Line for United Way from|

families will be selling chil-

By MICHAEL ROESSLER

One of Iredell County s state sena-
tors says he will undoutbedly vote
against a tax increase this year, while
the other says he wants to avold raising
taxes but may still vote for a tax hike.

Sens. Jim Forrester (R} and and Cal
- Cunningham (D) had the opportunity to
‘talk taxes —-as well as other political
questions — at a Mooresville “Town
Hall” meeting hosted last week by

Mayor Al Jones.

Cunningham, who Is servlng his ilrst '
term in the senate and said he ran as an
antl-tax Democrat, sald the state’s cur-
rent financlal crisis stems from several
causes. “The state just doesn’t have the
money to meet the promises it sald it
would meet,” he said. Among those
promises, he said, were raises in teach-
ers’ salarles and a large tax cut in the

1990s.

He also sald that clean-up from hur-
ricanes Fran and Floyd, which hit the
eastern part of the state, has cost the
state hundreds of milllons of dollars.
The downturn in the economy has also
had a hand In the states budget trou-

" bles, he said.

he sald.

These circumstances, he said, have
caused a hole in the budget, but he stiil
hesitates to vote to raise taxes, “1 do
‘belleve it is not the right thing to' do
while our economy is in a downturn "

Forrester, while .agreeing with
Cunningham that teachers’ salaries,
hurrican clean-up, tax cuts, and the
sinking-economy have contributed to
the state’s budget woes, also said that
former. Gov Jim. Hunt bears some .
responsibility “The Hunt administra-
tion passed it along to the current
administration,” he sald.

" He also pledged that he would vote’

e oplmees dlﬁer Schools _

agalnst any budget that tncludes a tax
hike. I promise you I will not vote for a
tax increase,” he said, “I think it s the
wrong time to add a tax.”

Cunningham said although he does
not want to vote for a: budget that

includes a-tax increase, he may do it

have

slons.

nonetheless.” “I wish I could tell you.
today that I was going to vote against.
any tax Increase,” he said. As amember
-of the party that controls the Senate, he
-sald word will likely come down from member said he was not sat-
party leaders that all Democrats are to
vote for the budget.

Even Forrester acknowledged that
Cunningham, as a’'Democrat, would houpht decisions had been
likely be pressured to vote for whatever
budget party leaders support and tha
failure to vote for that budget .could™ the school board.
consequences,
Cunningham being deined the chair-
manship of a committee in future ses-

stich as

Bomh meeat

Continued from page 1A

. Mooresville Middle School

two days later.
Crone sald the caller of

the high school bomb threat .

used strong profanity to the
student office assistant who
answered the school phone.
Identifying himself as “your
worst nightmare,” the caller
told the office assistant that
there was a bomb and he was
going to “blow up the
school.” He told her she had
“seven minutes and 30 sec-
onds” to “get all the kiddies
out.” )

“Everybody's going to

die,” he sald, according to

Crone.

While the .caller was
threatening the student
assistant, another person
was yelling threats in the
background, Crone said.

The offlce assistant imme-
dlately informed a. nearby

teacher and students were
evacuated . - immediately,
while school staff and police

,offlcers conducted a search

of the school buildings.

The following day, MHS
resource officer David
Clanton announced to the
school that a reward of up to
$1,000 would be paid by

‘Crime Stoppers for informa-

tlon leading to the arrest of
the individuals who placed
the call.

“We got several phone
calls (through Crime
Stoppers) - identifying the
Individuals,” said Crone.
“Without those leads, we'd
have been trying to guess.”

The 14-year-o0ld later gave
a statement to police, impli-
cating-himself and Whiting,
Crone said, , »

During the investigation,
Officer -Clanton discovered
that Whiting, who is not
enrolled at MHS, was caught

trespasslng on the school
grounds shortly before the
threat was called in.

He was later charged with
making a false bomb report,
contributing to the delin-
quency of a minor and sec-
ond degree trespassing.

The juvenile, after being
charged with making a false

bomb report, was released.

into the custody of his moth-
er. Crone sald the boy was
referred to juvenile court for
prosecution of the felony
charge. .

Hammons was charged
with contributing to the
delinquency of a minor as a
result of driving the juvenile
to the pay phone, aware that
the boy was going to make a
bomb threat,

“The police department
takes these things very seri-
ously, and we will prosecute

.them to the fullest extent of

the law" sald Crone, adding
that making a false bomb
threat is a felony offense..
According to  police
reports, after making the
threat the teens drove by the

high school, laughing at stu-

dents who had been evacuat-
ed outside,

“It won't be quite so funny
when they're standing in
front of the judge” Crone
sald. . _

He also sald bomb threats
“have a tendency to perpetu-
ate themselves” and sald he
flgures that's what happened
at Mooresville Middie School
when a threat was called in
only two days after the high
school bomb scare,

~Crone  sald . the three
charged with placing the
threat to the high school
deny involvement with the
one at the middle school, :
Crone sald. '
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come up ‘wlth.

nothing  but  improve

" Moores-ville,” she said;

"‘But not everyone at the
meeting agreed.

Julia Blackwelder, who
lives near the old hospital,
said she opposes the plan,
She sald she did not like the

the idea of new buildings be

“ It will do -

. submitted to architectural

guidelines and design crite-
ria. "1 thlnlc it’s very unfair,”
she said.

- Kurt Blackwelder who is
running for mayor and lves
in the old hospital neighbor-
hood, said he thought the

decision on the proposed -

plan was rushed. “You have
people that have lived there

~for years who don’t quite

understand it yet,” he said.
He also said he plans to

' pursue the matter lnto the

courts.
Bill Thunberg, a down-
town businessman, said he

-thought all of the.concerns

of the plan’s opponents have
been answered.,

Opponents of the plan
previously said they did not

favor a provision that would

‘Speedway’s 4-day AutoFair

features unusual, antique cars

’ Whether it's old, new or

~ hasn’t yet rolled down' the

assembly line, 1t might be on

display next week at the

Food - Lion AutoFalr, The
four-day collector car show
and swap meet, to be held

- Sept. 13-16 at Lowe’s Motor -

Speedway, features -an
unusual Amphicar, a display

“of vintage cars owned and

restored by NASCAR driver

Ted Musgrave and concept

cars from General Motors,
The speedway Is prepar-

1ng a special parking spot for -

one . unusual show car
Arnold Hite, of Charleston,
S.C., will display his
German-bullt - Amphicar
floating in an above-ground

. 24-foot swimming pool dur-

ing the show's four days,
The Amphlcar, automo-

tive history’s only mass-pro-

Yesl | would llke to recelve The Mooresvllle Tribune b

duced car/boat hybrid, was
made in Berlin from 1961 to
1968, with = most belng
shtpped to the United States,

Although the idea never
caught on when new — a
high price tag ($3,400) and a
tendency to rust — modern

collectors cherish the one-of-

a-klid amphiblan for its
attention-grabbing styling
and - fun-in-the-sun  dual
nature, :

NASCAR has the best dri-

Avers in the -country, says

Musgrave, but how many
can take a collector car apart
and put it back together in
better-than-original condi.
tlon? Musgrave, who is cur-
rently enjoying top-10 status
in the NASCAR Craftsman
Truck: Series, was first bit.

‘ten by the old car bug when

he restored, a two-door 1958

Fordaco. . '
Since then, he has been
visiting Junkyards and read-

‘Ing want ads all over the

country as he travels from
track to track. Five of

‘Musgrave's restorations, all

from the year 1958, will be

~Aisplayed during the Food

LionAutoFalr. T h e y
include his first Ford 300
two-doox, a Ford Retractable,

- a fourdoor Ford Custom, a

Ford Courler sedan dellvery
and a Buick, -~

The AutoFalr will also
feature a batch of- concept
cars — those dream designs
that car manufacturers care-
fully craft by hand to whet
the public appetite for their
products.

For more information on
the event, or ticket prlces
call 704-455- 3205

| ls my check for $52 fora one year subscrlptlon ($26 -for 6 months)

| I Yesl ! would like to renew m
l Enclosed Is my check for $52 for

y subscrlptlon to The Meoresvllle Trlbune by mall two days a week
‘a one- year subscrlptlon (26 for 6 months). .
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only allow the use of a tradi-
tional residence- for office
space “with town approval.

- That provisions has since

been removed and property
owners may now use a struc-
‘ture traditionally used as a
residence for office space by
right. “A vote for this zoning
change is a vote to save the
heart and soul of ‘this com-
munity,” Thunberg said.

‘MHS

) Contlnued lro page 1A o

gotten  accustomed to it
being done over the years.

“They could certainly be -
doing worse than just rolling
tollet paper,” he sald.

However, “When _they
start painting things” — as
they did last week near the
auditorium — “that gets to
be a. different Issue,” he
added. “It becomes more of a
concern to find out who's
doing it.”

Mooresville Supt. Bruce
Boyles chalks the students’:
actions up to “young folks
- Just being young folks.”

Streb says he just wishes
the students would find
more constructive ways to
spend thelr time,

Unfortunately for school
officlals, some of the tollet
paper at the tops of trees
will lkely still remain dur-
ing Sunday’s 3:30 p.m. open -
house for the. school’s new
addition.

, : ) Please complete thls form.and send along
I Name -with payment, if applicable, to:
| Address - The Mooresville Tribune
T - P.O.Box 300
1 c::y 'Mooresville, NC 28115
P . . Ordropby our office at - .
| z|p L 'phone 147 East Center Avenue

e

~ members

y mall on Wednesday and Frldayl Enclosed
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“We need to put this to -
‘rest,- We need’'to get an

answer - (to. the system’s -
financial troubles),” ‘said
Staley. “This will get the sit-
uatlon over and completed.”

. But just as -the board
began to take steps toward
rectifying the system's
. financial woes,- one board

isfied with the legal repre-
sentatlon the system was
receiving and that he

made by the board attorney

without authorization from -

“We haven't been Tepre- -
sented as well as we should

have been,” board member
Jim Head sald Monday dur-
ing the board's pre-agenda

" meeting. “There were some

things we should have
known about and discussed
before a decision was made.”
Contacted later to elabo-
rate, Head declined, saying
he was hesitant to specify
his ‘concerns because the
board unanimously agreed
Monday to extend the con-
tract of its attorney, Bedford
Cannon, for six months, The
contract covers the perlod
from July to December,

Head did say after the”

meeting that his dissatisfac-
tion with Cannon involves

" both the school system's on-

going financial troubles and
other concerns. ‘

Cannon declined to com-
ment Tuesday morning, say-
ing he would have to speak to
Head and other school board
to understand
what Head was referring to.

School board chairman
Vaughn Sprinkle said after
‘the ‘meeting that he didn’t
.think the board’s attorney
has made any decisions
without the board’s knowl-
edge. “I don't think there's
anything there,” he said.

Cannon's contract exten-
sion pays him by the hour,
but Head estimatéd he
makes roughly $50,000 a year
as the board’s attorney.

In other business, the
school board -approved an
interim contract for Dr. Julla
Williams, who is serving as
‘acting ‘superintendent. The
contract awards her an addi-
tional $2,000 per month
while she is performing the
“dutles of superintendent,
Her yearly salary will
increase from approximate-
ly $100,000 €6 $120,000 under
the new contract, Cannon
sald.

Wllltams has been acting
superintendent since Aug. 8,
when the school board sus-
pended  Supt. Howard
Coleman for possible “mis-
deed” or ‘“incompetence”
relating to the system’s cur-
rent financial problems.

The board also tabled a
decision to approve redrawn
districts for: the ‘school
board :

Contlnued from page 1A

Parking is $2.

Gates open at 3 p.m.
- Friday and 2 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday. No pets are
allowed.

Balloon mass ascensions
are Friday and Saturday at
5:30 p.m. There will be teth-
ered rides for spectators on
Friday from 6:30-7:30 p.m.,

and Saturday and- Sunday.

from 2-4- pm and 630730
©p.am,
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Last fall, mote than . 1.30 vol-
unteers collected 57,625 potinds
of litter from the shores of

- Iredell’s ‘lakes; rivers and

streams dtuing the N.C. Big
Sweep waterway litter pickip.

. Covering 27 miles of stream -

and lake shoreline, volunteers
 hauled out 220 bags of trash,
241 tires, and tons of illegally
dumped ltems
But many of the county’s
waterways - remaln -polluted
with litter — and Keep Iredell
" Clean/Keep America Beautl-
ful, Inc. (KIC/KAB) has put out
a call for help. _
Volunteers - will = gather
Saturday from 9 am. to 1 p.m.
atseveral sites for the 2001 N.C.

* Big Sweep, and more helpers
. -are needed. Bags, gloves, and

“other collection materials wlll
be provided.

Some volunteers are needed
torecord the types and amount
of litter collected. Litter data
provides evidence to analyze
antilittering laws for needed

_ Improvements. For additional
_information or to register for

‘the NC Big Sweep, call the

KIC/KAB office at 704-924-9800.

At Lake Norman State
Park, volunteers will meet at
the park s boat launch area by
845 am.to cleanup the lake
shoreline. Call Josh Hemric at
704-528-6350 to register your-

Volunteers needed to tackle
trashy roads and waterways

selt” your group and/or to vol-
unteer with your boat.

Students at Statesville Middle
School plan to clean up Sharp
Stréet Branch, located behind

their school. First Citizens

Bank employees will meet at
Mac - Anderson Park in
Statesville,. to' clean up Free
N'mcy‘Blanch

"North Carolina Big Sweep

.Is annually held on the third

Saturday in September in all
100 counties, It's the largest
such waterway cleanup in the
nation, organizers say Big

Sweep Is also part of the
International Coastal Cleanup, -

with more than 90 countries
participating,

During North Carolina Big
Sweep 2000, over 16,000 volun-
teers plcked up more than 298
tons of debris from the shores
of the state’s rivers, lakes and
ocean. Pollution in the water
destroys wildlife habitat and
food sources, and it ruins
many opportunities for recre-
atlon, organizers say.

While participating in NC
Big Sweep, kids learn hands-
on about the effects of aquatic

lltter Supervlsed
groups,. scout troops, church
groups, 4H Clubs, and sports

teams may participate. Adults:
have the opportunity to prac-
tice- and teach environmental

stewardship. Bring along your
civic “organization, garden
club, church group, company
colleagues neighborhood orga-
nization, or trade association.

North Carolina Big Sweep

includes a yearround educa-
tion program. Free curricu-
lum guides’ are available for
teachers, and free brochures
and litter prevention promo-
tional materials are available
for distribution by marinas,

‘stores, and restaurants. Call

KIC/KAB at 704-924-9800 for
details, .

Big Sweep participants
must come prepared and think
about safety issues. Following
the safety tips below should
ensure a safe, positive experi-
ence:

Wear closed-toe shoes that
can get wet and muddy. Do not
£0 barefoot.

Wear hats or visors for sun
protection. Bring sunscreen

sc}hool
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Call goes out for helping hands

and lnsect repellant.
Wear comfortable old
clothes Lightweight long

pants provide protection from -

briars and poison ivy,

Take along a shack an(l a
drink.

Bring a pair.of garden,

'w01k or rubber gloves, if you

havethem
Stay with a partner or

group, and be:sure that chil- .

dren are supervised- by an
aduit,

Wear a life jacket when
you're in a boat.

Watch for snakes and spi-
ders. Be careful of poison oak’
and poison ivy.

Do not touch medical waste,
chemical containers, barrels,
pesticides, or other dangerous
items. Note their location and
tell your site coordinator;

Do not touch an animal,
dead or- alive. Animals can
carry diseases, and trapped or
injured animals may bite.
Alert your site coordinator,

Sponsors of the Iredell
cleanup are EnergyUnited,
Pepsi-Cola and the Iredell
County Solid Waste Faclllty

W, HeIIoMooresvulle com

Please recycle for a healthier Earth

BAYCOL,

The use, of Beycol (cerivastatin sodium lablelslhaé
been linked to miiscle wasling, liver and kidney fail-

“ure, and death.

So far, 52 deaths have been associ-

ated with Baycoal use. Contact our firm if you or a
_ loved one has used Baycol, has.suffered serious side.

effects or if a'loved one has diad while taking Baycol.

-All calls and information are free and confidential.

1-800-987-6529

- www.injurync.com
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I-5 Schools review safety

By JONATHAN WEAVER

Fake explosive devices found at Monticello
Jlementary and a student’s threat of violence at
West Iredell High last week have Iredell
Statesville school officials on guard.

Shortly after 8 a.m. Tuesday, a teacher’s assis-
tant found a suspicious credit card-sized device

© stuck to the outside door knobof adbu ilding adja-
cent to Monticello. Iredell sherifi’s deputies
were called to the scene and located a similar

. deviceon a pipe leading into an air- -conditioning
unit, said Sgt. Allen Sipes.

School officials also contacted the Charlotte-
Mecklenberg Police Department’s bomb squad.

Students were taken to the school’s science
room while authorities secured the scene, Both
devices were non-explosive, Sipes said. -

Investigator's have no suspects. “The way they
were placed, anyone could have put them there
over the weekend,” Sipes sald,

School oﬁlclals sent notes home to Monticello
parents urging them to talk with their children
about the seriousness of such pranks.

At West Itedell High 17-year-old Joel Johnson

Two bright éyejS'_

Complete Mooresville
Internet Guide!

: 704-662-6072

To Include Your Business

One big reason to buy

life insurance.

reportedly came to campus early Tuesday to re-
enrollafter being suspended last week for having
alcohol on school grounds.

During his suspension, his mother unen-
rolled Johnson, said Iredell-Statesville schools

Lean help you secure your child’s

spokeswoman Cathy Davidson. Fal 2 finandial future. See me for details:

While trying to re-enroll, Johnson started - : 4
using abusive language toward administrators, " 1
said school resource officer Deputy Paula | We Ref'“'Sh On Locatton X Sheryl Hill, CPCU
Lunsford. The assistant principal then sent - Porcelain STATE FARM 110 Chaleston D Sute 102 °
Johnson home. . E‘é’;ﬂgsﬁles @ Mooresville. NG

On his way out, Johnson stopped by his first- - ? + Color Changes @@ +104-793-1350
period class and told the teacher he was going . » Handicap INSURANCE
home to get his 9 mm pistol and come back and C°""ef5'°ns v
shoot them, referring to administrators, Y

State Farn is there for life.”
State Farm Life Insurance Company ¢ Home Office: Bloomington, Illinois _

Lunsford sald The teacher notified administra-
tors, who then told Lunsford.
Lunsfor(r arrested Johnson and charged him

statefarm.com™ Policy Series Form #97023
with communicating threats and disorderly con-

duct, He was placed in Iredell County Jail under
a 35,000 secured bond. 2 ’

Anyone with information on the fake explo-
sive devices at Monticello Elementary should
contact the Iredell County Sheriff’s Oﬁ‘lce at.;704-
878-3180. - .-
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