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. Keith Parker gives a lecture on albino raptors, as one sits at attention.

A wing and a prayer

Carolina Raptor Center’s mission is
Tescue, rehab111tat10n for birds of prey -

By MITZE BENDER

In'September 1975, an -

injured Broad-winged Hawk
was brought to the Bilology
department  -at UNC
Charlotte.  The resident
ornlthologlst Dr. Richard
Brown, along with his stu-
dents, took care of this bird
and released it later that
year, During the course of
the next four years, about a

. dozen birds were.brought to

the university.
By 1980, the need for a
fac““y that cares -for these

birds became evident. While

attending a national tonfer- .

‘ence, Dr. Brown and. ohe of
his students, Deb Sue
Griffin, decided to form an
organization to rehabilitate
raptors.

‘Carolina, Raptor

Rehabilitation and Research ’

Center (CRRRC). was
hatched, the name later
being shortened to Carolina
Raptor Center.

One of the first birds Deb
Sue housed and cared for in
her bedroom Is “Yalish,” the
Great Horned owl. He was

. deemed non-releasable due

to his wing and eye injurles.
“Yalish” has been an educa-
tional bird since 1980 and as
of September 1999, at over 19
‘years of age, still travels to
exhibits and schools.

THe use of several rooms
in the Blology -department
was donated to the fledgling
organization and soon the
“and hallways
echoed with hoots .and

screeches. Birds were liter-
ally housed in cardboard
- boxes at first, untll wooden

cages could be constructed

in the rooms. During the
early years an all-volunteer
staff cared for the birds,
‘These Included many UNCC
students such as Sue Ellen
White, Joey Cochran,.Dan
Robelts, Vinny Greco, and
Mike McGrady, Jjust to name
a few,

CRC was incorporated in
December 1981 as a non-prof-
it corporatlon. A board of
directors was established

with the assistance 'of such.

dedicated people as local
attorney Kent Brown, who
would remain involved with
this organization for the

. next 15 years, and bookkeep-

er Kay Peters,

Deb Sue Griffin happened
to work at the Emergency
Veterinary Clinic  iIn

Charlotte and had ready:

acecess to the expertise of
local veterinarlan Dr. Robert
‘Messenger. He, along with
Dr. Bob Gochenauer, provid-
ed free veterinary care and
surgeries for many years.
Outside: cages - were con-
structed on.university prop-
erty and even an old green
house was converted into a
treatment facility.

The number of blrds
admitted for rehabilitation

grew quick_ly_ from 23 in 1980

The

A volunteer holds Denver, an owl that was struck by a car
and is rehabilitating at the raptor center.

to 218 in 1984. CRC also
began presenting education-
al programs to schools and
civic groups. A small gift

- shop, consisting -of card-

board ‘boxes full of T-Shirts
and stored in a closet, was
established to help offset
costs. ,

CRC soon outgrew its
quarters at UNCC. In 1984
the Mecklenburg County
Park . and Recreation-
Department offered to lease
57"acres to CRC for one dol-
lar. per year, and. several
years later a 99-year lease
was slgned. v

CRC moved most of its
operation to its current loca-
tion in Latta Plantation
Nature Preserve ~ on
Mountain . Island Lake in
April 1984. The first “facili-
ty” .consisted-of a donated
12-foot by 12-foot shed, There
was no power, .water, or
phone service during the

first few months. Water for

the birds and for cleaning
cages had to be tfansported
in by buckets from the lake.

-CRC’s executive director,

Dr. Brown, maintained
‘office space at UNCC until
1985 when 2 mobile homes

were ihstalled at the new,

-slite. Several staff members,
such as Sylvia Larson and
Mathlas Engelmann, lived
on site for the-next few

years. Volunteers construct- .

ed holding and exercise
cages for injured birds and
later temporary housing for
non-releasable  birds. A

nature trail was born, which .

has since grown into a three-
quarter mile long trail with
20 species of ‘birds of prey
on display to the public.

. In 1986, a.grant from
.Mecklenburg County
allowed for the hiring of the

first three paid staff at CRC.
Pat Marcum, the centeris-
second executive director,
was instrumental in devel-
oping the facility into a top
attraction for visitors. Over
‘the next few years, volun-
teers built permanent cages
along . the Nature trail.
Companies and individuals
"donated medical supplies
and equipment for the reha-
bilitation program,
Additional - veterinarians,
including eye specialists,

_-have since joined the volun-

teer team, and all veterinary
services continue to be sup-
plled at no charge. -

Birds admitted to the

Carolina Raptor Center are

" Immediately examined and
- treated. Local veterinarians

donate their. time for X-rays
and surgery. A bird may
spend from a few days to a

- few weeks in intensive care- -

before it is moved outside to,

.an exercise cage. The final -

stage before release is spent
In alarge flight cage, where
the bird is encouraged to fly
and build up its flight mus-
cles. An attempt is made to
release ,the bird near the
locatlon where it was found,
if that is possible and appro-
priate,

A bird of prey is a bird
with three’specific anatomi-

cal features: strong grasping '

feet equipped with sharp
talons, a hooked upper beak,
~and excellent

of hawks, falcons, vultures,
and - eagles and -eighteen
species of owls breeding in
North America.

'Mitze Bender Is editor of
the Tribune’s sister paper,
The Davidson quette.

‘Opening a new business? New assocnate?
Get the-word out in the Business Briefs section of the Mooresuville Tnbune
“If you have an item for the business briefs or information about new busi- -

“ness.and industry, send it to the Mooresville Tribune,:P.O. Box 300, = -

’ Mooresville, N.C., 28115, or fax it.to 664-3614.
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Serving Iredell,
Cabarrus,
Rowan, and
Davidson |
County .

704-278-3353

° In-home Compamonslup

° Meal Pxeparatlon
o Grocery shopping -
 Transportation

¢ Light Housekeeping and More!
Screened, Bonded & Insured

wwwcomfortlxcepers .com-

\comfort Non-Medical, In-Home Care

Hours: Mon.

Sat 106&Sun 12-5

-FFi 10-8,

'uy A Mattress ?mm @m Facﬁmy

TWIN Set
A FULL Set
QUEEN Set
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from 5218 | * Super Savings * Watcrbed Conversions
from 249 ¢ Huge Inventory » No Retail Middlengan

¢ Electric Adjustable Beds - #-50 Locations Nationwide
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(B28) 267-2200
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(Fetwenn Wl Mart and fipans)
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(704) 531-3919
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7349 Cherry 1
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Shapping Center
(803) 327-6444

- With Some Pharmacies,
Servuce Is First-Come. Ours is Flrsi' Name

An 1mportant part of feelmg better is just knowmg

someone cares, At Lowry Drug; pharmacy
profession backed with 40 years of expenence.

15 a

binocular
vision. There are 33 specles

CTC WIRELESS
LOCATIONS:
Concord Stores
SHOPPES AT

DaviosoN CORNERS
1243 Coicord Pkwy N.
Concord, NC 28025
704-795-7000

. Concorp Mius, Extry 3
8111-C62 Concord Mills Blvd.
Concord, NC 28027
704-979-8400

Salisbury Store

INNES STREET MARKET
247 Faith Drive
Salisbury, NC 28146
704-636-8588

Statesville Storc

(In Front of Signal Hill \1.111)
--1691 East Broad-Strect

Statesville, NG 28625

701-838-1464

Mooresville Store
CONSUMER SQUARE
SHoprING CENTER
. 168 Norman Station Blvd.
Suite F

Mooresville, NC 28117
704-660-9397

CTC )
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- LOCATIONS: B
250 North First Street
Albemarle, NC 28001

W 7047222000

1525 South Main Street
 China Grove, NC 28023
704-722-2000

68 Cabarrus Ave. E.
Concord, NC 28025
704-722-2000 -

+ 280 South Main Street
Knnnagohs, NC 28081
704-72 2000 :
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Arw & Emtermmment

Area 6xh|bn;5 and 6vent5

A weekly compilation of arts and
" entertainment programs and cvents
“in South Iredell afid the reglon, Have
“an item to include? Call us at 704-
664-5554/ or fax the item 10 704-
1664-3614. (All telephone’ numbers
have a 704 area code unless oxhcr-
" wise noted.)

-f;Back to the ‘50s »
Downtown Mooresville will
travel back to the 19505 this

.weckend, complete with period.

outfits, music and retall prices
«from the Eisenhower administra.
‘tion, '
- Mooresville Savings Bank and
the  Mooresville - Downtown
Commlission are sponsoring a
return to the ‘505 on Saturday
‘from | to 5 pm.The day will offer
downtown visitors a chance to
“enjoy music from the era, as well
“as purchase merchandise at 1950s
. prices,

- Bob's Grill and Deluxe lce
“Cream will have good eats for 50
~cents; Pat's Gourmet will have 25
- cent coffee; Pie In the Sky will sell
{slices of cheese plzza and drinks
for $1.25,
©Also, Wise Florist will hold a
503 costume contest from 2 to 3
+p.m.The winner will bé awarded a
"$150 prize,

Tunes from the decade willl be
:played from First Union all after-
*NOON,
+ Roberta Roberts, owner of
“downtown’s  Preclous  Thines
rConpsignment, sald she hopes the
day will be successful enough to
make it an annual event.

i

Founder’s Day

Mooresville  country  music
artist Russ Caldwell will will be the
featured act .at the [th annual
Founder's Day celébration in Gold
Hill (Rowan County) on Saturday,
Sept. 22. Caldwell, 19, who has
opened for such touring stars as
Vince Gill and Reba McEntire, will
perform at 8 pm.

Harvest Fest 2001

Harvest Fest 2001 will be held
at the Iredell County Fairgrounds
on Saturday, Sept. 29, beginning at

9 am, The event will include a .

horse show, a dog show, arts &

crafts, a youth rally, food, and -

niore, Admission” will be $5 per
person or $15 for a family of three
or,more. For more information,
calf-  704-585-2356  or visit.
www.spchristianpub.org.

Ve

Bender)

lce cream maniacs

These Davidson College students, who called them-
selves the Belk Brothers, were the winning team in last
Saturday's ice cream eating contest at halftime of the
Davidson-Valparalso football game. Sponsored by Ben
& Jerry's fce Cream, the contest was a fund-raiser for
the Davidson women's Jacrosse team. Nineteen teams
of five people each attempted to devour a 20-scoop
Ben & Jerry's Vermontster sundae the fastest. The win-
ners succeaded in 45 seconds. No word on whether
they suffered ice cream headaches. (Photo by Mitzo

Balloon Rally time

The 28th annual  National
Balloon Rally will be held Sept. 14-
6 at the Iredell County

Fargrounds In Troutman. Balloon
launches and live music arc fea-
tured throughout the weekend.
Advance tickets are $5 for cach
day, or $10 at the gate. Children 5
and under are free. For more infor-
mation, call the Greater Statesville
Chamber of Commerce at 704-
873-2892,

Community cookout
Eastern Heights Community
Watch will sponsor a community
cookout on Saturday., Sept: 8 from
10 am. 1o 4 p.m. There will-be
games, free food, and entertain-
ment. Everyone Is welcome. For
detalls, call (704) 662-8508, (704)
663-0067 or (704) 662-6108,

Visit the zoo0

The Mooresville Recreation
Department wilt sponsor a trip to
the N.C. Zoo on Tuesday, Oct. 23,
A department van will feave the
War Memorial at 8 a.m. and will
return at 5 pm. Cost of the wip
is $2, plus admission to the zoo
“— $10 for adults and $6 for
senfor citizens and children under
2. For more information, call
(704) 663-7026,

SIHS Crafts Bazaar

The PTO at South Iredell High
School will ‘present its  annual
Arts -and Crafts
Saturday, Dec. |, from 9 am.tw0o 5
p.m. in the school.Vendor booths
are available on a first come, first
served basis for $50 and $55. For
details, call Joanne Moser at 704-

. 892-7750, ar write to the follow-

Bazaar on

‘Ing address for a- reglstration
form: South Iredell High School

PTO, 631-407 Brawley School

Road,PMB 146, Mooresville, N.C,
28117,

- Renalissance Festlval

The 8th Annual  Carolina
Remaissance Festival-aind Artisan
Marketplace will be held every
weekend - between Oct. 6 and
Nov. 18, just east of Huntersville
on Poplar Tent Road. The festival,
which will be open from 10 am.
to 5:30 pm., will include a
medieval amusement park, the-
atrical performances, a clrcus, a
jousting tournament, and more,
Advance tickets are avallable at
Harris Teeter, For more informa-
tion, call (704) 896-5544,

Calling muslclans!
Community musicians are
Invited to audition for openings in
strings, French horn an bassoon
within the Davidson College
Symphony Orchestra. Rehearsals
are held each Monday from 7-
9:30 pm. in the Bandroom of thé

. Cunningham  Bullding - on the

Davidson campus. To schedule an
auditlon, call 704.894.2356 or
emall Milton  Crotts  at
microtts@davidson.cdu

Square dancing

The Spinning Moors Dance
Club meets the ‘second and
fourth Saturday of each month at
the War Memorla! bullding in
Mooresville. Early rounds at 7:30
p-m., square dancing at 8.

Art for senlors

An art workshop for seniors
meets cach Wednesday morning
at 9 in the Senlor Day Room of
the South Iredell Senlor Center,
located in  the Mooresville
Citizens Center, Details: 662-
3337,

Winnle Hooper lineup

The foliowing programs and
activities are scheduled at the
Winnie L. Hooper Community
Center (for details, call 663-.
0033):

Tutorial Program — Monday-
Thursday, 4-6 p.m.

* Senjor Citizens — Meetings
‘every first and third Tuesday, |
p.m. Speakers, field trips, arts and
crafts,

. * GED program — Tuesdays,
Thursday, 6-8 p.m. Call 663-0033
for dealls.

» Think Positive Afterschool

4tk Annual Greater Antigue
& Classic Boat Show

featuring the Coronado

E@@E‘n Noxvmam Bﬁﬂﬁ@nwkz Cap
Fes Mvm and Public Display

featuring the Amphlcar

Free RoaT Rines!

Sunpay [FamiLy
Picnic Cruise!
Sunpay sery. 9

- Locally owned and operated
Exit 36 on 1-77. 4.5 miles west on Hwy 150,

1459 River Highway  Mooresville, NC 28117

704/663-2628

lees us a call at the M()oresvxllc
Tribune, 704-664-5554,

with your story ideas!
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Up-to-the-month

_Fast, rehable Internet service for just $9 95 per. month * ‘

Get your information updated not outdated. With ALLTEL Internet : serwce you get dial-up access at speeds up to 56K,
free activation, free e-mail, free browser and 24-hour tech support. It's the easy way to keep up and keep in touch.

Call 1-888-9ALLTEL, or visit your nearest ALLTEL store for detalis
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Up'-to-the-minute




