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: ;and'i‘—S :
| need to
move on

Come Saturday, it' be one
month since Howard Cole-

man was suspended, with -

full pay, from his job as
superintendent of ‘the Ire-
dell-Statesville Schools. The
board of education took that

actlon Aug. 8, pending com-- f
pletion of

Editor’s Corner an Investi-

several
tnstances
of finan-
cial.- mis-

ment on
the -school
district’s
L ‘adminis-
- trative
Dale  1evel
. _ . +Coleman
‘Gowing 15 spend-
' - ing his .
days, we suppose, playing
golf ‘or fishing — all on the
taxpayers’ dime. We don’t
really know, because he’s not
talking to the media. When I
called him Tuesday, for
-example, he refused to talk
and'then hung up.,
. Now, if Coleman were to
publicly comment on the
predicament he's in, he'd no
.doubt say that he’s biding his
“time until the investlgators
and auditors prove that he
did no wrong in the cases of
fiscal foul play- that have
engulfed the county school
system. -
But, surely, if he's vindi-
cated, Coleman doesn’t plan
to return, does he? Not a

. chance, He's been humiliated -

,among his employees and
' colleagues, and no longer -
~ commands -any loyalty —
."_especiaily from - teachers,
who stand to lose hundreds
of dollars apiece if theli sup-
plemental pay: increases are -
revoked for 2001-02. Losing
" “that pay Is a likely offshoot of
budget cuts made necessary
by the Keystone Kops-like
“handling of finances over .

the past few years by the -

sghool district.

Furthermore this isn't a
matter of whether Coleman
directly had a hand in the
“mess, I don't believe-he did.

But he was the general in
charge® of the troops when
they ‘pillaged the country- -

- side, so to speak. Ultimately,
» Lthe blame for the ‘problems
fiist fall on Coleman. The -
~board of education was cor- ‘
rect in suspending him — it
was all they cowld do under

See EDITOR'S, page 11_A

gation into .

manage-
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~.school to

Are you experiencmg low morale a
decrease in energy level, or a lack of patience
.with others? Do you tend to take comments at
work; school, or home personally and become
defensive when challenged? Do you find your-
self saying, “I wish I could just get away from
it all?”

You are not alone. Thousands of people are
subject to similar feelings. Is there asolution?
There is, ‘and it's worth
another look! We can learn | .-~ . "
a lesson from-the United | /"~ ™
States Armed Forces in | ; ~"
dealing with our doldrums.
More than 30 years ago our
military. leaders™ noticed
sagging morale among com-
bat - troops. It was deter-
mined that the rigors and
stress of military life posed !

a threat to the health and Dr. Steve'
careers of some of the - .
nation’s toughest soldiers. Gouge

A solution had to be discov-
ered. The answer came to be known as “R and

R,” which stands for “rest and. recuperation v

Here s how it works. ‘

A soldler asslgned to-a war zone, hazardous
duty, or an.isolated area Is granted two weeks
leave in some interesting location such as
“Honolulu. Once in the exotic spot, the soldier
. can relax, be with his family, or do anything
‘he wants for 14 days. In short, he is encour-
aged to forget about his military duty and take
. a break. The result? When he returns.to duty*
“he is rested and better equipped to complete .
his assignment.

-Is this principle of “R and R” something
new? Not really. The name is unique, but the

The wrtter Is Iredell County Director of the '
North Carolina chapter .of the Natlonal .
Organization of Ctrcumctston Informatton
Resource Centers, :

By DONNA LARKIN

During my years of parenting, there have
been many decision to make, some short-
term and some that will effect my sons for
thelr entire lives. I, as I'm sure all parents do,
havé made mistakes and there are things I.
would do differently if I had it to do over

" that he was. fortunate,

1% -
- It's Worth,
Another Look’
concept is as old as the Bible. The Bible is the
textbook on effective living, and it clearly
teaches that there are times when it is in our

best interest to get away from duty and
responsibility in order to rest and recuperate.

. Sometimes this means getting away from

everything — job, home, telephone and even
other people. -

- I'suggest that we all need regular periods of
“Rand R” if we are to maintain the quality of
life that God wants us to enjoy. Jesus practiced
this principle — “And when He had sent the
multitudes away, He went up on the mountain
by Himself to pray. Now when evening came,
He was alone.there,” (Matthew 14:23, NKJV).
He encouraged His disciples to follow His
example - “Then Jesus sald, ‘Let’s get away
from the crowds fora whiie and rest " (Mark
6:31, NLT). -~ -

Itis necessary'to retreat from the stress ot‘

-everyday tension to renew.our spiritual and
physical strength; So go ahead — GET AWAY

'FROM IT ALL! Following the principle of “R

and R” will refresh you and make your life

more successful. So if you are saying, “I wish-
I could just get away from it -all,” then go-

ahead and take some time away.

Steve Gouge Isthe Senzor Pastor at Southside

‘Baptist.Church ir-Mooresville. Church services .

canbe seen on cable channel 25 at 11 a.m. and 6
p.m. every Sunday. Dr; Gouge can be reached by
e-mail at Dsgougel @aol.com

First, do no harmm

them.
As I held my youngest in my lap the other

‘evening, stroking his soft hair as he fell

asleep, I knew beyond a shadow of- a doubt

endure the excruciating trauma of this pro-

‘cedure,. and as he grows into a man he will

know that his body has not been violated.

A large percentage of the precjous new-
born boys in the U.S. are unnecessarily cir-
cumcised every year. With or without pain

See CIRCUMCISION page 11A
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Let’s get away fom it all

"ﬂie SAT myth

"Last week’s media cover-
age of our- public- schaols’
Scholastic Aptitude- Test

(SAT) scotes is indicative of °

how beholden we are to stan-
.dardized tests.
Tests like the SAT, we

- think, are an objective way to
- measure

the success -
of our
schools
because
they offera |
standard
measure;
thére is no’

et

difference R /

from class-
room to
classroom,

Michael -
school, dis- ROCSS’EI’
trict to dis- L
trict, or state to state.

The absence of questions
that ‘require open-ended

" answers — like essays — and

the use of answer sheets that
are scored by machines; not
people, add to the perceived
credibility of standardized
tests as models of objectivity.

‘That perceived objectivity
is so important to us because
we want to believe deeply in
the meritocracy of American
life. We want evidence  pre-
sented to us that confirms
that factors such as race and

~8ocio-economic class do not

influence one’s ability to
achieve; we want to know
that successful people have
earned their position, just as

~unsuccessful people have

earned theirs.
But even the most objec
tive of standardized tests is

‘incapable of offering us the

comfort we seek when look-
ing for validation of the
American meritocracy. .
~ Consider last year’'s SAT
performance gap between
white students and black stu-..
‘dents in- North Carolina.

Black students scored an.

.average of 835, while white

students scored an average of
1041 — a difference of an
astounding 206 points. The
national disparity- last year -

‘between white and black stu-

dents was 201 points, only’

silg_htly less than in North
Carolina..

There was also a perfor-
mance gap last year between

North-Carolina’s Latino stu--

dents ‘and white students.
Latino students scored an
average of 975 compared to

_Wwhite students’ 1041, a differ-

ence of 66 polnts. And
American Indian students

. last year scored an average of

891 in North Carolina, 150
points lower than the aver-

age score for white students. -

Even the College- Board,
which owns and administers

the SAT, acknowledges that -

test results reflect non-acade-
mic factors. On its web site

announcing the state’s latest . ..

~scores, the North Carolina
Department of  Public
Instruction posted a dis-
claimer from the College
Board stating that the test
results should not be used to
rank schools, districts and
states — as many in the pub-
lic and media have done and-
will continue to do..—
because “demographic and
other non-school factors can
have a strong effect. on
scores.” .

That is a conclusion that'
Peter Sacks -verifies in  his
work, Standardized Minds.
Included  in -Sacks’ evidence’
is a host of studies by uni-
versities and government.
agencies, Including a 1991
article from the American
Educational Research.
Journal that found that a
person taking the SAT.-can
expect to score an extra 30
points for every $10,000 in his.
parents’ income; as well as a
1995 U.S. Department of
-Education study that found
that a ‘nationwide perfor:

~-mance gap of* 91 points sepa-

rated white students from

black students on the verbal** '

portion of the SAT. . ;
The evidence, Sacks cdri

cludes, is plain: race and

soclo-economic class have an
influence on a.person’s abili-
ty to achieve on standardized
tests like the SAT. On aver-

age, non-white students and. -
-poor students’ —.no matter -

" Sec ROESSLER, page 11A

change was the decision to not circumcise,

He never had to.

relief, the procedure is so extremely painful h
again...but one thing I"know 1 wouldnt R
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101 In a contimiing series on
the:- - “Recollections ~of
Mooresuville in the 1880’s,” as
chronicled ‘during the 1930’s
by the Rev. J.I. Goodman of
Fleming, Colo. Inu weekly col-
‘umn in the old Mooresville

by Iredell histortan
Stonestreet ur.

O.C.

Oct. 25, 1935 . ,
A recent ‘communication
in “The Enterprise” by Rev,

Gilbreath Kerr regarding

school examinatlons in 1865

at Prospect Academy inter-

ested me much and also

- awoke memories of the past,

isome of which had long been

: dor mant. Although I have no

recoliection of that event, it

-was my privilege to know all

those who particlpated there-

" .in, teachers and pupils, save

tio of the girls, who appear
lost to memory, and one boy, .
“A'little later I was a pupil
thel¢ under both Professor
Kert and Professor Leazar,
And'having been'reared from
c¢hildhood in that communi-
ty.enjoyed the privileges of a
member at Prospect Church,
tHere linger in ‘my mind
many dear memories of such
assoolations.
...Seventy years have rolled .
by-since that school exercise.
Of . those participating there-
in, all have passed to the
beyond, I think, except John
Jamison, - Cowan Raymer,
Lénora Jamison and Minnie
MocCorkle. Some of them did

" not,remain with us long,

scarcely more than youth,
then-one by one, and only

. keecently John Kennerly,

James Jamison and Robert
West. One of them became
an M.D.;’one a teacher; two,

[SIWII

oM Edztors note: lels is part -

_Enterprise newspaper. This
serles is complled and edited:

‘merchants; all' the others
lived near the soil, coaxing
ahd cajoling old ‘Mother
Earth to be’ good unto them,
even as. they ‘had remained
loyal to her.

- Almost without exception.
those thrifty people lived and.

died in that ‘community,
- attesting thelr love for it.
“"i‘was always better farther
on,” is not true. As a rule ljt-
tle is gained by roving. No
dearer friends than those of

childhood are ever found. To

them memory clings with a
tenacity that is remarkable.
Roam as we may, the scenes
and memories of childhood
can not be obliterated,

Last week a big ‘surprise
came to me. It weighed about
180 pounds, about six feet in
height, fell from a clear sky,
as it were — and unexpected-
ly — though doubly appreci-
ated. 'Twas the form of a
young man from Charlotte,
Jacob © Clyde Goodman
youngest son of my brother
E.T. Goodman, one of the
earliest citizens of
Mooresville, and one who did
his part in the upbuilding of
the village and town. He built
the first residence on the
north side of Main Street,
east of the depot. Then later,
one block south of the Beatty
Drug Store, still later the
first residence east of Bob
McKey’s on the south side of
the street.

Only once have I seen
Clyde since his babyhood.
His visit was so much
enjoyed and so brief, as to
appear as a pleasant dream:.

He told me much about
people and affairs in your
section. and to your credit

Echoesof the Past '

and his, none of . it was- vul-
gar, offensive gossip. He had
‘a good word for everybody,
and represented everything

in brilliant colors, so much -

S0 that it deilghted my heart
to have so good-reports.

An echo is striking my ear
- drums as I write tonight. It
sounds-like the letter “p”

Now P may be an abbrevia-
tion for: many. and sundry
things, persimmons, for
instance, They should be
ripening now in your. tim-
bers. We have none here. Did
not “The Enterprise” very
recently tell about a birthday
dinner in Mooresville, at
which a certain guest
devoured an entire 'simmon
ple and still lived to tell the
tale?

P . may also stand for
peanuts for which your state
is also noted. Hot roasted
peanuts before bed time with

pleasant companions. Nbt to

be gotten here. True, we can
buy stale roasted ones at
some grocery stores; but who
wants sich? Instead, we have
pop corn, roasting on street
‘corners, hot and buttery.
Many term it a delicacy. The
consumption of it is heavy,
In some sections you may see
fields of it. This farm annu-
‘ally produces several hun-
dred acres of it. Just now in
harvest. One of our most
profitable crops.

Again, P is the first letter
In pumpkin, especially
attractive to cows and that

species of bipeds, ycleptmen,

‘'Who doesn’t like pies made
therewith? No more deli-
clous pie was ever concocted,
this writer thinks.

J. L. Goodman
Fleming, Colo.
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Serving Iredell,

Cabarrus, .

Rowan, and -
Davidson
County

s Comfort Non- Medical In-Home Care

Koepors

704-278-3353

o In-home Companionship
o Meal Preparation

° Grocery shopping

» Transportation

. Light Housekeeping and More! 5

Screened, Bonded & Insured

: \\'\\n\'.comfortkccpcrs .com

Contmued from page 10A

: t.bat' most babies scream’ ftanticaily, some
“defecate, vomit, stop breathing or go into a .
- state of shock. ‘Many babies fall. asleep, a

mechanism for withdrawing from the pain,

,This 1s-a controverslal Issue; . there are

" ~some who believe there are reasons to cir-

Gliin¢ise, such as medical, religious, or so that
baby. will ook like his father.
‘numerous studles disproving supposed med-

o _I¢4l benefits of circumcision; ‘The American
. Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) in- their 1999
" Circumeclsion Position Statement, states that -

-there Is no medical indication for routine

© jnfant circumcision. In fact, circumcision

Yiolates all seven principles of the American
Medlcal Association (AMA) Code of Ethics,
and the first tenet of medical practice: First,
bo No Harm...

--Many Jewish and Muslim families for

There are’

" whom circumcision has a religious signiﬁ

cance, after being accurately informed about
‘the procedure and its lasting effects, are ques-
tioning the wisdom of subjecting their baby

to the pain and risks of the irreversible °
amputation of a healthy, hormal, mnctioning

part of their baby’s body:.

As far as the “like father, like son” reason,
I believe that parents want to protect and pro-
vide the best they can for their children, and

. if they -were able to withess the procedure or :

were to do research on the lasting effects, they
would strongly reconsider whether this was.
reason enough...

If you, or someone you know, is pregnant

or considering starting a family, I urge you ta
become informed.

For more'lnformotlon ‘uistt www.circumcl-
sion,. org or call Larkin at 704-528-9363.

* fiEdator S corner

 Want to subscribe? Cal 704-664-5554 for details'!"t

AND 1T THZE WINNER IS...
Carson
Robinelie

i, Mooresville/North Mecklenburg’s

Cutest Baby 2001

Prizes Awarded
Trophy

Lake Norman Awards & Engraving

$300 Savinas Bond

The Mooresville Tribune
Randy Marion
Donald Craig
Hickman Auto

Tan Time
Alexander Zachary

Gift Certificates
The Cat & The Fiddle
Radio Shack

meg-art paint-your-own-pottery studio

Annie's Toy Chest
Party Land
Mooresville Jewelry & Loan
Terry Pardew
Lasting Impressions
doodlebugs

Thanlks to all the merchants
who sponsored the Baby Contest.

A ' Contlnued from page 10A

"'the law at
~although most. board mem-

this point
bers would have preferred
firing him.

| My guess is that right now,
Coleman is working - the
phones to find another job.
He almost left a year ago to
joln an old friend, who had

: become superintendent of

the Lincoln County Schools; -
don’t be surprised to see that

" scenarlo resurface.

What's * sad Is . that
Coleman is willing to sit at
home and draw full pay from
a financially troubled school
system when everyone
knows he has no intention of
returning. He needs to do the
right: thing, right now, and

education the headache of

trying to fire him or coax

him into leaving. If he does:
n't, he’ll be sending a nega-
tive message to the teachers
in whatever school district
he joins next.

It's been a month since the
suspension, The Iredell-

. Statesville- Schools need to

move on; but that can’t hap-

resign, saving th? board of

pen until Coleman does.

R‘o@essier |

Continued trom page 10A

. their race — do more poorly on standardized
_fests than do white students and middle and

upper class students. Simply put, the vestiges
of racism and the inequality of resources

‘among soclo-economic classes are realities

Wwith whigh our public schools must contend.
So whereas we need to congratulate those-

students who did weil on the SAT we also
need to acknowledge that such tests are less
objective than we are led to believe and that
performance on those tests often has less to -
do with genuine academic ability than we’d
like to think, .

. Mlchael'Roessler isa Trlbw;e staﬂ wrtter.
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Members of ENLRGYUNIIED EMC are invited to attend the
2001 ENERGYUNITED Annual Meeting and Family Festival

Saturday, September 15, 2001 * 7:30 a.m to noon

_® Free heglth scrccmn@_,s
© National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association leng-term care program”

Registration
(Each member receives $5 for registering
and a chance to win a pick-up truck and
other prizes) i

Fun for chlldrcn lncluqu aclown, '
face painting, MoonWalk, train ride

and much more

Fun for the whole hml]y mcludmg a
.close-up look-at a genuine NASCAR race -
car - courtesy Richard Childress Racing,

and the Dr. Pepper dual simulator race
car (driven by Bobby Hamilton) with
Play Station [T NASCAR 2001 racing
games, and other activitics

'Bluegmss music by aw: ird wmmng

\\’ood < Stecl

Davie High School, Mocksville, North Carolina

The Annual Mecting and Family  Festival s’
only for members of EncroyUnrrin EMC, Al €8
events are [rée. Please lning your Registration
Card from the September issuc of the Connect -

nLWSILt[Yr with you to the Mecting.
offices in Cornelius,

. [IOn 1rr1ngcmcnts

Getting There IS Easy iz

“Transportation is available from EnviroyUniren €

Denton, Lexington,
Madison, Statesville and T"t)lorswllc Callyour
local EnercyUnrrin office to make transporta-

<y

.....

rRou saLiseuny |

", MOCKSYRLE CITY LikiTs
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memgstor pick-up truck and other

door prlzes
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