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- Issues ..

BOONE — Samaritan’s

. Pursehasgone to Africa, butin -
- "subtle ways Africa is comlng .
back to North Caroling, oo,

Dur 1ng casual office conver-

.. - sation in Boone, Ed Morrow =~
“has been known to startle fel-
-~ low employees by volcing a

longing for frled termites, a del:

" leacy he just hasn't been able to
" find In North Carolina, o

' Morrow spent 27 years in -
Africaas amissionary and now-

works as the director of World
Medical - Missions
Samaritan’s Purse;

Culinary questlons aslde,
Morrow's story s partof a larg
er exchange, sald Bill Leonard,
the dean of the Divinity School
at Wake Forest University.

The first wave of misstonar-
Jes in the 1700s went to non-

" ‘Western countrles to evange-

lize “the heathens,” Leonard
said, and all those other reli-
glons were completely forelgn,

. Now, organizations such as the
Assoclatlon of . Baptists - for.

World Evangelism - which

lost two people. when its plane -

was:shot down in Peru in April
— are still doing mission work,
‘as are groups in Aftfca,

“But the thing that’s compli-

cated is now representatives of -

those foreign religlons are liv-
Ing next door to.us, and our chil-
dren are marrying them,”.
Leonard sald. “It's quite possi-
ble this is going to become a
Judeo-Christian-Muslim
nation rather quickly Some
estimates show 6.

midcentury, there could be
more Muslims than Methodists
here.”

Muslim and Buddhist mis-
slonarles are coming-to the
United States, too.

“That’s creating a theologi-
cal dilemma for many ‘groups,”

- Leonard sald. “How do. you

think of these other religlons?

" Globallsm has raised serlous

questions about how we relate
to people and their cultures.”

Myths and facts’

Charles Kimball is the chair-
man of the department of rell-
glon at Wake Forest, and he has
made more than 35 trips to the

-~ Middle East, some of them on
- behalf of the White House and

State Department.
“What tends to happen ln a

ot of the mass media is that

complex “and " Interrelated:
get ‘bolled down as
somehow only Christian/

Muslim,” Kimball sald. "People

for

. ~million
~adMusims in-the US., and by

It s qmre possrble tlus Is gozng 10 become @
Judeo-Christian-Muslim nation ,rath,er qutick-
Iy. Some estimates show 6 million Muslims in

the U.S. and by midcentury there could be

more Muslims than Meth‘()disfs here.!

Bill Leonard
Dean of the Wake Forest Umversrty Dlvrmty
School

have on a very shaded pair of
glasses, whether they know it
or not.”

The -~ government = in
‘Khartoum and other groups in

* the world are doing terrible

things in the name of Islam, he
sald. But that doesn’t mean
such acts ‘represent all
Muslims, or even all Muslims
in Sudan. .

“My experience has been
that most people in the largely
Christlan west would not think
to look at Jim and Tammy
Bakker or David Koresh or an

Irish Republican Army explo--

sives expert as a fine example of
Christlanity” Kimball sald.
Most people know so little

about Islam, they tend to stereo- . .

type from the extr emes, he said.

In Sudan, issues of religion
~and culture are front and center
for Samaritan’s Purse workers,

Muslim. prisoners of war
have' been. taken to the
Samaritan’s Purse hospital in
Lui, sald Ed Densham, Africa
field coordinator. ‘“And of
course we treat them the same
aseveryone else.”

Ken Isaacs, the dlrector of
International Projects for
Samaritan’s Purse, recalls
working with the governor of

~anareain Sudan where there is

a peaceful — and very personal
— relationship  between
Muslims and Christians.
“They get along - one little
house is Muslim, and one is
Christian,” he said The late

governor was Muslim and his -

children were Christian, and

- ‘many families in the area have
similar mixes,

Densham said that those.

~who view the war in Sudan as

being solely about religlon are
mistaken, “There. " . are
Christians who are being perse-
cuted for their faith, but that's
- Just one aspect of a much big-
ger picture,” Densham said. Oil

plays a'central role in the con-
flict, as do raclal tensions
between Arabic Muslims and
African Muslims, and hostility
between southern rebel groups

from different tribes. .

. Volunteers at =~ the
Samaritan’s Purse camp for
child soldiers in Rumbek had

some surprises working with -

fellow Christians who are mem-
bers of the Dinka tribe. The
Dinkas are fervent Catholics,

but-tradition also allows a man -

to take multiple wives,

Staff members who needed
to find the local camp manager
in a hurry one night were
slowed down by the fact that he

has 10 wives; they didn’'t know-

which hut to-go to in order to
find him;

Christian groups sometimes -

throw the local population for a
loop, too.. ’

“The Seventh-day Advcnt-
‘Ists - marched

turing everyone at the (Lui)
hospital. not to celebrate
Christmas, because it was a-
pagan- holiday,” sald Scott
"Hughett, the Samaritan’s Purse
director for Africa projects.

But when people. apply to
work on projects for World
Medical Mission’ there’s no
doubt about the ultimate mis-
sion, according to Franklin
Graham, the head of
Samaritan’s Purse.

“No matter how many doc-
tors we send or how many hos-
pital wards we refurbish, with-
out faith in Jesus Chrlst the

sick and suffering overseas will -
perish,” Graham wrote in an

application packet. “Because
the preaching of the gospel of
Jesus Christ.is the goal of
everything we do at World
Medical Mission.”

Other side of the coin
“Kimball sald that many

Americans totally miss out on

an - important dynamic . in

‘Sudan -and in the Muslim

world. When a dispute with the
west comes to a head, even bru-

- tal governmerits get the benefit

of the .doubt trom ‘many

- Muslims.

In many places Christianity
has often been assoclated with

down one
Christmastime and-started lec-

the colohlal era, Klmball sald
People suspect — sometimes

simplistically — that the mis-

‘slonarles themselves may be

. ‘agentsof cultural imperialism.

- Graham said that the obvi-
ous difference between the U.S.

- presence in the Middle East and
- “In Africa is an issue too. - '

- “We have tremendous assets'
. In the Middle East in case"
" there's. war 50 we can protect
_theoil,” Graham sald, “while In
- Africa we have almost no pres-

ence,

‘T belleve we ought to have
huge assets in Africa —but not
military” Graham -said. "I

»think-we ought to have relief
.and food stored, and aircraft in
position. So the United States
can be the first to respond to the

, peopleof Africa—not thelast.’”

The future
“It's not. that religlons
shouldn't be sending-misslon-

~with

- aries”. Leonard sald of some,

current oplnions. “It's that peo-
ple are free in this kind of glob-

al culture to shop arotnd, But
- that means that your religion —

evangelical Christianity — ' is

-also in the marketplace along:
Buddhism,

- | around you:

- Islam;,
Shintoism and whatever, ‘

~ “And s0 a lot of Christians
are having to live in this transi-
tion: time saylng, ‘We believe

that our religion'is unique But'

‘we also know that we're going

* to have to stand in the market-

place with everybody and make
our case.”™

. -There’s one problem wrth_

talk like that, Leonard said,

~ “*Can you talk like that and
raise misstonary money? No,”
he said. “1 cananswer that right
quick.”

Unless, he said, people learn,
to think differently about what
missionary work is all about,
and where it can lead.
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" Room Rates
As low as........535 day*
or starting at *175 week*

CALL 704-873-5236

Sullivan Rd/Exit 151 off I-40
“Statesville, NC
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‘ Tl.ltOl‘lllg \Vg design a customized tutoring pl.m to mect your child's s
'ﬁpL‘CIhC cdumuoml needs as LlLlLrnHl\Ld hv evaluation or consultation.
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note- trkmb, reading strategies, writing papers anid mt taking. e i

- health care

"1 With Blue Advantage, you can choose’,

qun 10

See me for
| mnovatlve

designed |

the plan that’s right for you, Choose
Plan A and get low copayments - like
just'$15 for doctor visits, Or, choose
Plan-B and get a low monthly rate that’
fits your- budget. And with either plan; -
you pay as little as $10 for generic pre-
scription drugs. Want' to have ‘the
Advantage choice! Then see-me today.

Robert
Brawley
704-664-1502
177 N. Main St.

- Mooresville
insurance@huilderpartners.com

BlueCross BlueShield
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Up-to-the-month

Up-to-the-morning

r@ you

Up-to-the-minute

~ Fast, rehable Internet servrce for just $9.95 per month *

free actrvatlon free e-mail, free browser and 24- hourtech support. It's the easy way to keep up-and keep in touch.
‘ Call 1-888- 9ALLTEL or visit your nearest ALLTEL store for detalls

PR

Get your |nformat|on updated, not outdated: With ALLTEL Internet servrce you get dial- -up access at speeds up to 56K o
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ture  demonstration ' . at
Ddvidson '
Wednesday, Sept. 12. Her pre-
sentation-begins at 5 p.m. in
_the C. Shaw Smith 900 -Room
of the Alvarez College Union.
“Sonal,” as she Is known,

*‘isan unparalleled representa-
tive of . the dance traditions of .

India. She has danced on

stage since 1964, but has also -

won .acclaim as ‘a soclal

activist, - thinker, - researcher, .

orator, choreographer and
teacher. She founded the
Centre for Indlan Classical
Dances in 1977, and has
trained many highly

Novelist

Award-winning poet and
novelist Ha Jin will visit
Davidson College on Sept. 11
and 12 to present the col-
lege’s McGaw Lecture Series.

Jin will read from his
work in a presentation enti-

A " tled “My Cholce of Writing

" inEnglish” on Tuesday, Sept.

" evening performance will

- ‘Awards and

11, at 7:30 p.m. in Love
Audltorium of Chambers

Building. He will -speak on -y

“The Writer as 'Human
Being” on Wednesday, Sept.
12, at 8 p.m. in the C. Shaw
Smith 900 Room of the

Alvarez College Unlon. Both - -

appearances -are free and
open to the public.

Jin grew up in a rural
town in Liaoning Province of
China. He joined the People’s
Liberation Army at the age
of 14, and served for six
years during the Cultural

Revolution. He began to

learn English during three
years of work as a telegraph-
er, and then enrolled In
Heilongjiang University in
1977. Jin received his B.A. in
English'in 1981, and his M.A.
in American Literature two
years later.

He came to the United
States in 1985 to continue his
graduate work, and complet-
ed ‘his Ph.D. in English.in
1993 at Brandeis Umverslty

College  on ‘|

Nored dencer Wrﬁﬁ

- dancers, - Sonal Mansingh
. will present a free, public lec-

Manslngh

acclaimed young ‘men’ and
women in dance arts. She is
the youngest recipient of the

Padma - Bhushan Award,
which is presented to the
- country’s top artists."

: Through seminars, round

. table discussions; writings,
workshops, and lectures, she

has- shared . her perceptions-

-and concerns on a wide vari-

ety of issues. She was- fea:

- |. tured as keynote speaker at a
= | recent seminar in Delhi on

“Women, Environment and
Culture.” )
A leading : exponent of

7| #Odissl,” the ancient and tra-

ditional dance style of Orissa,
shé also has decades of-train-

-Ing in Indian music and the

dance forms -“Bharata
Natyam” and “Chhau.” She
has also choreographed origi-
nal works based on Indian
mythology and contemporary

Indian social lssues Lately

preeem worﬁ«reho y

‘not

Wedn

her work has veered towaxds :
issues concerning women
and the environment, -

‘As’ Sonal explained, “A
dancer is not just a dancer. -
She is part of this environ-

-ment, She does not exist in a

vacuum. If an art form does
reflect -
milieu, it stagnates. Dance
can be the medium to present

.. the viewpoint of those who
‘often do not get a platform to

speak.,”
For more inf“ormqtion on

- Sonal Mansmgh S appearance

at Davidson, - contact

- Professor Job Thomas, direc-
-tor of the -South

Asian
Studies Program, at 704-894-
2352,

to lecture at DaVidson

He permanently settled in
the United States as an exile
following - China’s Tianan-
men Square Massacte.

Unlike other

authors in
4l exile, Jin
i writes exclu-
sively in
English. He

| has published
three volumes
of poetry,
three books of
short flctlon and two novels.

“Walting,” the winner of
the 1999 .National Book
Award, tells the story of Lin-

"Kong, a doctor in the Chinese

army who falls in love with a
nurse and must
years to end his arranged
marriage and marry the
woman he loves. The
National Book Award award
citation praised the work for
its profound understanding

of “the conflict between the - \

individual and society,
between the timeless univer-
sality of the human heart
and constantly shifting poli-
tics of the moment.”

Jin is also a recipient of
The Flannery O’Connor
Award for Short Fiction, and
the PEN/Hemingway Award.
His short stories have been

Pﬂay revwal opens
25th theater season

Charlotte Repertory
Theatre will open its 25th -
anniversary season with a-
revival of “The Foreigner”
by Larry Shue, Sept. 14-30.at
the Booth Playhouse of the
North Carolina Blumenthal
Performing Arts Center.

First performed by
Charlotte .Rep - during 1t
1984-1985 season, this cast d
seven brings back some of-
the best-known and most
popular performers in the
" theatre’s history,

“We .decided to brlng
back one of the best of the
best plays from our past to
kick off the season,” says
.Steve -Umberger, artistic
director and founder of
Charlotte " Repertory
Theatre. ~ “The comedy's:
theme of thelittle guy fight-
ing the system is always
popular even more so In
today’s complex world.” .

Winner of  two Obie
-two  Outer
Critics’ Circle Awards as

v

Best New American Play,

“The Foreigner” drew large

crowds across the country, .

‘but Southerners especially
appreciate how the play
mirrors ideas of the Old
South and the New South,

- Umberger said.

“The Foreigner” - will

begin its run with preview

performances Sept. 14-16,
featuring post-show. “talk-
back” sessions with the
director, and :cast.
- -play’s official opening wlll
be Wednesdays, Sept.

Performances for the dura- ,

tion of the two-week run

will. be “evenings,
Wednesday : through
Saturday, . 'with . Sunday
.. matinees, A Sunday

be added Sept. 23.

Tickets range from $19 :
- for preview nights to $26.50 -

. for weekends, and’ ‘may be
purchased - through

The -

online - at www.charlot-

terep.org

Student and senior dis- °

counts are offered - for

Sunday matinees.

Doug
Balog, R.Ph

Gavin
Houchins,
‘Pharm. D

Outdated
~.Sunscreens

Long-term,--  unprotected
exposure to sun accounts for
90% - of skin cancers.-
Sunscreens deteriorate and
lose. activity over time. It is
important to have fully active
sunscreen to avoid sunburn.
Discard any unused sun-}
screen that is over two years |
old or any that appears-discol:
ored. Some sunscreens are
marked with an expiration
tate. Sunscreens deteriorate
more rapidly if not stored ina
‘cool “place. Your . pharmacist
“can help you findthe sun-
screen best suded to your
needs »

‘the- E&
Performing ‘Arts Center
Box Office at 704-372-1000 or -

675 Brawley ’S'c’hobl Rd. .
© 704 799 0078

wait 18 - -

VEDCAP |
PHARMACY, :

included in various antholo-
gies, including The Best
American Short Stories,
Pushcart Prize anthologies,
The Norton Introduction to
Fiction, and The Norton
Introduction to Literature.

Here's lhe story: Aaron’s
Sales- and Lease Ownership
has come to town! Findlly
you can -say good- bye to.

Heilig - MJ/ers h\gh prices
and  thir arty  finance
rates. You'll find Aaron’s a

breath of fresh -air with’
name - brand merchanduse,
guaranteed low prices and
simple, €dsy, to understand
transactions. WE'RE INTHE
OLD HEILG MEYERS SPACE,
AND WE JUST CAN'T WAIT
TO START SAVING YOU
MONEY! Come right on by,
lgnore the ‘dust and start
suvmg before it's too late.

poed 5
Dream. Products are . our
spocialty! . You'll fln
“magpnificent, top-ofthe-line
products you've always*

reamed of owning-now
at the uaranleed |owest
price wna cash, credit card
or .our evoluhonory-
Lease Plus whlch requires
no credd whaisoever

@ .

CLMLTID QUANTITLSS.
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Ton xt o Mm

He currently teaches cre-
ative writing and contempo-
rary poetry at Emory
University.

For more information on
Jin's visit to Davidson, call
704-894-2026.
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i You are auromohcally pre
approved!-- You - need” no
. credit at’ Aaron’s-no- other
stora on -earth does this!-

‘We trust you. Just come in;
show. vus .you have a roo

over “your: head, a source

- . of incoms, a Few friends-

" then pick out vshat you want,
F deliver rhe next doy
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Hear doctor’s results: usmg oral chelatron
for Heart disease, plaque buildup, high
blood pressure, diabetes and morelt

FRANK E. RAPER

‘Registered Pharmacist (for 37 years) -
Will present this life saving
Technology on:

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th 7PN
i (optional...eat at 6:30)
TEXAS STEAKHOUSE

MOORESVILLE, NC

. Free seminar
Call Frank Raper 919-735-9700 =
RAPER DRUGS 919-734-0741
GOLDSBORO, NC

Check us out at www.mooresville.com
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