reasing numbers of  poorly
repared ‘students point to one
‘unpleasant conclusion: More -of
the same won’t work anymore.

' I believe we must fundamental-
ly change the system to focus on
the results of education, on the
“outcomes,” as the reformers like
to say. That means changing the
way we look at students, teachers,
school administrators, and the
role of government.

Now is the time to look at an
idea that is gathering support
around the country: a targeted
grant program for schools that
allow local decision-makers to
map the course for local schools.
This new approach will mean
challenging old principles of
North Carolina public school
management.

Heavy state regulation, however
well-intentioned, does not work
well. It does not encourage local
solutions to local problems.
Money flows from the state to the
local schoo! districts in 120 budget
categories (or line items) and 20
federal line items. That money
can be used only one way — the
matter outlined in the budget
description. There is no incentive
for local creativity or local
decision making.

The 1984 Basic Education

The:BEP: has, lielped some poor-
“school. | districts” and exposed.
“children; to' new and exciting
ideas. When it overlapped with

science and math education, for
example, it offered real progress.
But it has problems. Too many
non-teaching positions have been
created and filled. The
bureaucracy gets a boost, but how
much good can more ad-
ministrators do for children?

Under some BEP regulations,
school districts are told to direct a
teacher to lead classes in arts and
foreign language curricula, for ex-
ample. But the requested cur-
riculum is so specific that no
single teacher can handle the re-
quirements. So the superinten-
dents feel obligated to hire
specialists to help with these
courses even if the students are
failing in reading and mathe-
matics. The result is more people
on the payroll, less emphasis on
real-world job skills, and I
believe, greater distance from
local decision making.

We should change the tools that
direct public school finance so
that local control is guaranteed. I
suggest we start by looking at four
options. They range from total
flexibility through the use of
block grants to changes in regula-
tions and procedures which would
free up local educators under the

So, let the people nominate

One on One
By D.G. Martin

“I have a secret plan.”

Senator Terry Sanford was
answering a question from a faith-
ful but skeptical Democrat who
wanted to know how his party
could possibly expect to win the
1992 presidential election.

Of course Senator Sanford him-
self has a stake in that contest. He
is up for reelection next year.
Presidential election years aren’t
good for Democratic senate can-
didates in this state. A North
Carolina Democrat has not won a
U.S. Senate seat during a
presidential election year since
Sam Ervin did it in 1968. A long
time ago.

What is the problem? Why are
presidential election years such a
big jinx?

Everybody knows the answers.
McGovern, Mondale, Dukakis.
These presidential candidates
didn’t have much appeal to North
Carolina voters. They pulled down
the rest of the Democratic ticket.
Ask former Senator Bob Morgan
who lost to little known John East,
or Jim Hunt and Nick Galifianakis
who lost to an underdog Jesse
Helms in 1984 and 1972. They will
tell you they would have won — if
it weren't for the presidential
election in the same years.

Why do the Democrats keep on
nominating presidential can-
didates who can’t win in North
Carolina? And who can't win in
the rest of the country either?

Why? Some people believe that
the heart of the problem is the
Democratic Party’s process for
choosing its candidates. It’s too
much democracy. Too dependent
on the early results in Iowa and
New Hampshire. Too dependent
on the “instant analysis” of the
press and TV in the early stages of
the campaign.

In addition, allowing the can-
didates to pick the convention
delegates gives them' too much
control. There is little influence
left for the old line political
- .operatives to pick a “winning”

presidential candidate.

What is Terry Sanford’s answer
to this problem — this seeming
jinx? What is his secret plan for
getting the Democrats to nominate
a candidate who has a real chance
of doing well in North Carolina?

Sanford doesn’t think that the
national Democratic Party will
change its rules in order to give
the politicians more power. It's
too late, he says, and those who
control the organization of the na-
tional party have a vested interest
in keeping the rules as they are.

Sanford’s secret plan goes out-
side the rules.

He proposes that top
Democratic officeholders or-
ganize several forums for prospec-
tive candidates before the
primaries get started next year.
The forums would be open. But
only the senators, congressmen,
and governors would be able to
ask the questions. The forums
would last a long time — until
every question gets answered.
When the questions are over, the
officeholders would show their
preferences by secret ballot.

Obviously Sanford doesn’t think
that the officeholders will select
the same top candidates as those
who would be favorites in Iowa or
New Hampshire — or who would
be selected by the press covering
the election. And he thinks that
the candidates selected as
favorites by the elected officials
would stand a much better chance
of being elected.

Of course, there is no guarantee
that the candidates who do well in
the secret straw vote will get the
nomination.

But, says Sanford, it may give a
good candidate enough credibility
to survive Iowa, New Hampshire
and the press — and have a fight-
ing chance for the nomination.
And help give Sanford a fighting
chance for reelection here in
North Carolina.

D.G. Martin of Chapel Hill is
secretary to the University of North
Carolina. He shares these opinions
with state newspapers. '
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.complete flexibility to.sp

money. But accountability must
co-exist in this system. To deter-
mine the grant award, use infor-
mation from the Uniform Educa-
tion Reporting System to deter-
mine average daily membership
and average teacher pay. Through
this change, reversions will be
eliminated. A capital reserve fund
would have to be created for
emergencies, but it would inspire
a more responsible and dis-
ciplined approach to financial
planning. If dollars (not positions)
are allotted, districts could opt to
pay one teacher more than
another. It will be controversial.
But reforming schools will mean
taking some heat.

Option Two: Distribute money
to schools districts in three
categories based upon average
daily membership as determined
from UERS. The categories are 1)
personnel, 2) operations, and 3)
special category funds. This op-
tion protects the teacher salary
scale by authorizing positions
rather than just money. But it

would slow down the growth of |

' miake choices based on'th
-needs. ‘

R

Still- using the

T

Option 'Threé:

UERS average daily membership
standard, distribute the money in
broad categories. Some examples
are obvious; instruction and sup-
port personnel, general - ad-
ministration, instructional sup-
plies and equipment, main-
tenance and transportation, child
nutrition, ete. This option
simplifies the current funding

mechanism by consolidating
budget categories. It is less
restrictive, yet does not offer
“block” funding.

Option Four: Proceed toward
full implementation of Senate Bill

safety, racia

1 balance, or-accou
tability. Under this option, money
will be provided for positions that
best meet personnel needs in the
district as determined by local

leaders. Most important, the dis- -

trict leadership will be held ac-
countable for student success.

These options represent only’
the beginning of our efforts. I
present them as a way of starting
the discussion.

Until we look realistically at the
need to reform schools, and stand
ready to accept criticism and con-
troversy to effect change, we will
be falling behind. It’s time to be
daring and creative.
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support personnel by budgeting L

Uncle Dan from Doolie says

New way to fleece taxpayers

It says here that reserch in
Australia has come up with peel
off wool. Instead of clipping sheep
in the hormone experiment,
ranchers pull off the wool like
taking apart two pieces of Velcro.
I don’t know about sheep, but I
passed this item along at the
country store Saturday night for
what it might be worth, which was
not much.

Bug Hookum was quick to turn
my report to fear that the Aussies
have showed the world a way to
take more of the pain out of fleec-
ing. Watch out, Bug allowed, fer
them hormones to show up in
American taxpayers diet. And
from some of the hospital bill hor-
ror stories he’'s been hearing, he
went on, don't be suprised when a
side order of hormones comes
with the patient’s breakfast to
avoid a relapse at checkout time.

Usual, the fellers perk up at
scientific breakthroughs, special
in agriculture, but Bug was ready
to move the agender along. As fer
cutting back on pain, he had read
where a new career has opened
up to help deal with layoffs and
firings from the slowdown in sales
and manufacturing. It is called
out-placement consultant, and
what he does is tell bosses how to
fire workers and tell workers how
to deal with gitting fired.

It is said that diplomacy is the
art of telling a feller to go to Hell
in such a way he looks forward to
the trip, Bug reminded, and he
was of a mind that the out-
placement consultant has got to
have that kind of skills. His clip-
ping said the key to firing and git-
ting fired is being prepared fer it.
The firer has got to understand
the feelings of the firee, and he’s
got to accent the positive of sever-
ing pay and benefits. The firee
needs to know losing a job ain’t

. ]

The out-placement consultant has
to be able to tell a feller to go to Hell
in such ¢ way he looks forward to the
trip. — Bug Hookum
the end of the world, and fer him
to focus on moving ahead with his
life.

General, the fellers weren't
buying the new career field. Zeke
Grubb figgered them that go into it
have got fired and can’t find work.
Farthermore, Zeke said, it sounds
to much like a good news-bad
news joke. Putting a positive spin
on gitting fired is like the feller
that ask his preacher if there is
golf in Heaven. The preacher said
he'd check. He got back to the
feller and said the good news is,
Heaven is full of great golf cour-
ses. The bad news is the feller had
a 9 a.m. tee time the next day.

Actual, Zeke went on, there’s a
heap of these unusual spins
around. He had read this piece
about this feller that works clost
to former President Carter in
Habitat fer Humanity. The feller
said they were nailing shingles on
a roof one day when Carter ask
about his politics. When he said
he was a Republican, Carter
kidded him about why he was in-
volved in a liberal cause like
building houses fer poor folks.

The feller told the former Presi-
dent that he's a “conservative
Republican with a social con-
science.” The feller said Carter
laughed and said that was one of
them ox morons, like ‘“honest
lawyer” and “holy war.”

Final, Clem Webster picked up
on the ox moron to note he had
saw a new way to explain fast
food. He had saw where a recent
study shows that the average item
of food in this country travels
1,200 miles before it gits eat. This
means, Clem said, that our food
gits around more than we do.
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Your turn

On behalf of the Brawley School staff
and student body, we would like to ex-
press our sincere appreciation to the 66
people who volunteered more than 1,300
hours to our school this school year.
These people gave time, knowledge and
talent to improve the quality of educa-
tion in Brawley School.

We want them to know they are ap-
preciated, that they are a vital part of
our school and that the school needs
their continued support.

This has been a wonderful year for the
Volunteer Program at Brawley. We wel-
come other volunteers who are willing
to listen, to talk, to share life experien-
ces. Everyone can help the schools in
some way. Just call, we'll be glad to hear
from you.

Brawley School, near Mooresville, is
part of the Iredell/Statesville School
system. Brawley School houses fifth
through the eighth grades. We are very
proud that Duke Power Company has
been a supporter of Brawley School. It
has provided math and science tutors,
judges for our science fair and helped
our students through its “Power in
Education” program. We commend
Duke Power for its stand for quality
education, and we challenge other busi-
nesses to show support for publie
schools by following Duke’s example.

We encourage everyone to push for
qualityh education and we thank
everyone for all they have done.

Debra Holcomb

Nancy Stutts

Brawley School

Parent Volunteer Coordinators
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IN OTHER YEARS
1936
55 YEARS AGO

Mr. C.W. Rose, of the Enochville
community, celebrated his 86th
birthday last Saturday when his
children, grandchildren, othet
relatives and friends gathered at
his home for a general reunion.
The Rev. Mr. Peeler was there
and made a talk. An elegant din-
ner was served. Mr., Rose is recog:
nized as one of the best informed
men in Rowan county. He is still
very active and takes great pride
in recording historical events.
Among his possessions in a plate
that has been in his family for 101
years, On Saturday, he was wear
ing socks that were 101 years old
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PLAYIN’ O’ THE GREEN

“Not too long before all this hap-
pened — and I should explain that at
that time we only had the BBC
television and radio — if you had a

The turnaround to which Albert

class in the arts. It was all connected
with a sort of bursting of a new kind
of life, and enjoying and looking at
life in a different way.

regional accent, you couldn’t work
for them because they felt you
wouldn't be understood in other
parts of England unless you spoke a
standard English. But it was also a
way of exerting some social controls.
Finney referred certainly opened the
arts to more people. Those from
humbler beginnings were not only
accepted, but honored for their

Or maybe not. I don't know.

[

ALBERT FINNEY

“That makes sense to me,” Finney
said. “A sort of protector of wood-

lands? Well, why not?”
“Of course, he's determined to
learn the truth,” Finney said. “And

how he goes about it, and what he
American audiences first became

some shocking things happening, but
aware of Albert Finney when he
starred in the 1960 film, “Saturday

because of his reputation as a teller
of tall tales, as well as a quaffer of
tall drinks, everyone believes that
what he says he saw were only in his

Green Man,” Finney's character sees
mind.

England's once vast tracts of forest.
In the course of the film, “Th
eventually discovers, are all very

mysterious and quite horrifying.

Wednesday, May 29 thru Tuesday, June 4

On June 2, the Arts & Entertain-

Maybe you don’t believe that
flying saucers are crewed by little
ment Network will air “The Green

by Seli Groves

green men — and, perhaps little

green women as well — but there’s
invented a way to turn barley into

beer.)

June 7.) In this movie, Finney plays
the part of a man who owns a res-
a medieval castle which is said to be
haunted by the malevolent entity of

Man,” a chilling film starring Albert
taurant called The Green Man, set in

Finney. (The film repeats in two
parts: Part 1 on June 6 and Part 2 on

been seeing green people for cen-
turies. (Or, at least, since someone

no disputing the fact that folks have

hosts for the 45th

live from the Minskoff Theatre in New York City, on
d begins shooting for

EST) on CBS. The show will also mark the
k telecast.

Entertainment Extra by Evelyn Ludvigson
Q. What is the status of “The Trials of Rosie O'Neill?” I heard the show
A. The unique weekly one-hour drama starring Sharon Gless has been

Q. Could you please tell me who will be hosting this year’s Tony
has been cancelled. Sue W.

Awards? Charlie L.
A. Julie Andrews and Jeremy Irons will serve as co-

annual Tony Awards

renewed for next season on CBS. The cast regroups an

25th anniversary of the first networ
the fall season next July 9.

Sunday, June 2,9:00-11:00 p:m. (

lice I'm willing to accept that there maj

famous ‘green men”:in Sherwood

tion that it was obviously tolerated.  Forest — Robin Hood and his
Also, where else could working who were all dressed: X

be all kinds of things that we have

myself, I would demand
sort of blocked out because

' ALBERT FINNEY

rtainly they couldn’t really, T don't know.” he sai

not only knew that it was going on,
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reason, become an actor???

certainly in the

early part of the 20th century, the
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“Now that I think of it,
added, “I might have become Honest

ed on  Albert — your friendly bookmaker!”

until 1960,

it had been illegal off the tracks. In

There are those who say
o bump in the night are real
Man" himself really does exist

imagined; that even the

147 E. Center
Mooresville
North Carolina
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sible then that the ghosties and us
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but preferred having it where they

could keep an eye on it.
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1916 in

Wi
the backyard of the house, and it

my grandfather and his

“Oh, I don't know. My father is a
bookmaker, so I guess I would have
horse racing began in Britain, we've
always had bookmakers allo
remained there for the next 44 years.
In the strict sense of the law, it was
an illegal operation. But the fact that

done that. As you may know, since
the race tracks although,

brother started a business in

my family,

he

f the working

little

ywrights and

as David

and they

were followed by actors who had,
pened

Isup-

le turnaround

started in the mid-"50s with the

emergence of writers such

Storey and John Osborn,
25 Entertainment and Sports Network (ESPN)

24 Cable News Network (CNN)
26 USA Network (USA)

30 Arts and Entertainment (A&E)

31 CNN Headline News
32 Weather Channel

28 Nashville Network (TNN)
33 C-Span

21 The Inspirational Channel
22 The Family Channel
29 Lifetime

23 Nickelodeon
27 Music Network (MTV)

18 Discovery Channel
19 SportSouth

20 Future Channel
34-36 Future Channels

se the Beatles representing t

wWBTV

58 Concord (PBS) WUNG
36 Chariotte (NBC) WCNC
42 Charlotte (PBS) WTVI

shall we say, proletarian roots, and
46 Belmont (IND) WJZY

“Often in drama,

working class had been a
patronized by pla
authors. The who

then painters. Then fashion o
up, and, of course, music with,
apogee of the arrival o

po

Weather, Bulietin Board

Programmed by Mooresville Tribune
14 Home Box Office (HBO)

3 Charlotte (CBS)
15 Cinemax (MAX)

Lakeside Cable - UHF

3 Home Shopping Network

2 WGN Chicago

9 Prevue
10 Channel 9 Charlotte (ABC) WSOC

11 Channel 18 Charlotte (FOX) WCCB

12 Atlanta Superstation (WTBS)

4 Channe
5 Channe!
6 Channe!
7 Channel
8 Channel
16 Showtime (SHO)

17 TNT

13 Local News,

In doing my homework for this
chat with Finney, I read that The

Finney chuckled, “well, don’t say
Green Man was actually a gentle
woodland spirit and took on more
malevolent characteristics with each
succeeding invasion of Romans,
Saxons, and Normans who sys-
tematically set about cutting down

In any event, if you go into the
woods, and you don’t come out,”
you hadn't been wamed.”

known to cause harm, or so it’s said.
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Closed Monday
Delivery within a 5 mile
radius after 5pm
($2 delivery charge)

663-7189
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Fri.-Sat..........1TTam—11pm

Sunday ..........5pm—10pm
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