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Mrs. Combs conducts story time for three-year-olds, from left,

Michael Ferrell, Katy Lomas and Timmy Ferguson

Children’s Children’s Children
Enrich Little Folks’ Tradition

By HELEN KNIGHT

Mooreville Little Folks School
in the 200 block of Soutlh
Academy Street is providing day
care for its third generation of
children.

Mrs. Vivian Combs, its founder,
still overseas the running of the
school. In fact, she is involved
hands-on in every phasc of its
daily operation, in spite of her 82
years.

Combs opened the Little Folks
School here in 1954. For five
years, the school was on North
Main Street, where Combs lived.
When she moved to 259 South
Academy in 1959, the school
moved with her.

By 1964, her home no longer
could accommodate her growing
enrollment. Another house was
bought on the same street. Two
years later, two more nearby
buildings were added to the

Today, the second house is
licensed for 49 children, each
building for 30 children. Combs’
basement also is licensed for use
as part of the school.

Little Folks School accepts
children as young as three
months and keeps them until, as
Combs said, “they outgrow us.”

For some children, this means
12 and 13 years of age. For them,
beginning public school does not
mean outgrowing Little Folks.
Combs and her staff care offer
before-school, transportation to
school and after-school care for
children of working parents.

Many Little Folks alumni never
stop coming back, because their
children and their children’s
chidlren are there.

Children are assigned to dif-
ferent rooms according to age.
This makes it easier for the staff
to meet the needs of each age
group. Infants through three-
year-olds are in one building.
They look forward to growing
older to going “up on the hill,”
where the older children are
based.

A trained staff of 12 looks after
all the little folks. Most have
years, even decades of ex-
perience, but all must complete
20 hours additional training per
year. Even Combs is subject to
this same requirement.
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Combs origionally trained as a
tcacher at Eastern Carolina
Teachers College, now East
Carolina University, long before
public kindergarien was avail-
able. But after graduation she
began working in a kindergarten,
which was what she always had
wanted to do.

After her own children were
born, she spent some time work-
ing for the Family and Children
Service, as well as some time sub-
stitute teaching. It was in about
1950, when Combs was living in
Huntersville, that she started a
kindergarten in her home.

Afler starting the Little Folks
School here in town, Combs went
back to school to finish her Early
Childhood training. Over the
course of several summers, she
completed the training at East
Carolina and the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro.

At one point, Gov:Jameg:Hunt.
appointed Combs as a commis-
sioner for the Department of Ad-
ministration’s Child Care Lis-
cencing Board, where she served
two terms.

Over all the years Combes has
worked in day care, she has seen
many changes. For one thing,
children used to start day care at
age three, whereas now they are
coming at three months.

Combs said she has noticed
how “rules and regulations have
become much stricter.” She has
also found that in some ways
children have changed, to a cer-
tain extent because of the in-
fluence of television.

She explained how television
increases children’s awareness,
so that they know more at a given
age than they used to. Combs
believes that too much television
can be a bad thing.

“It’s harder to hold their inter-
est than it used to be because
many of them watch so much
television,” she explained.

However, Combs sees changing
times as a challenge, as changing
needs must be met.

“We have to change with the
times and change our programs,”
she said.

The program at Little Folks
School allows for recreation and
for learning. Children come to
school at 8 am. and spend the
first part of the day listeningto a
story and in free play. Each room
has four centers: art, books,
blocks and housekeeping.

Some times one .of these
centers can be substituted for
“science,” a very simple introdue-

tion to the subject that con-
" centrates ‘on nature. -One of

. Combs’_favorites is to ‘choose a

‘theme and study it a week. If the

-theme were blueberries, for ex-
ample, this would involve learn-

ng about blueberries, reading a
luebe i

Jonathan Ford,

blueberry song, and finally at the
end of the week, baking blueber-
ry muffins.

The school provides a morning
and afternoon snack, as well as a
hot lunch. Eating together gives
the children an opportunity to
enjoy a variety of foods and to
learn about table manners. After
tunch, the children rest for a
couple of hours in beds that the
school provides for each child.

Afternoon activities include
more free play and two hours out-
doors, if the weather is ap-
propriate. Parents collect their
children any time between 4 p.m.
and 5:30 p.m.

Combs believes that some at-
tendance at day care is very im-
portant to a child’s development.

“Reports show that a child who
goes to a day care center has bet-
ter attendance when he goes to
public school,” she said. “This is

. because he already has built up

resistance to many of the
childhood illnesses. Also,
children like being together.”

Combes feels day care provides
a wonderful opportunity for
children to learn how to interact.
It also provides a good environ-
ment for early learning.

“We shouldn't try to take the
place of the parents,” she said,
“but we teach here what every
mother plans to do tomorrow be-
cause she didn't have time to do
today.”

Combs thoroughly enjoys her
school. It is now many Yyears
since, as a child, she realized that
working with children was to be
her vocation. At church, she re-
caled, she sang “there’s a place
for everyone in the service of the
King,” but she was depressed be-
cause she didn’t know what her
place was.

One day, Combs heard her
neighbor crying. She knew that
the little boy was sick and that it
was bad for him to ery so hard, so
she went over to swing him on the
porch, to stop him crying. It
worked.

“It was the first thing I did for
my Lord and Master,” she said,
“and ever since, every time I do
something for a child, I feel
closer to Him.”

Of her years devoted to provid-
ing day care for little folks,
Combs said:

“It has been a wonderful ex-
perience. I wouldn't take anyth-
ing for the privilege I have had
working with the children and
knowing their families.”

Combs still goes to the school
all day, every day. She enjoys
helping the other teachers and
seeing the smiling faces of the
children. As for. thoughts of retir-
ing, Combs h ot

“I'd miss the'contact too much,”
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which he allegedly broke into the
home of a Mooresville area
woman and threatened her,

Robert Burton Hall, 23, of route
2, Troutman, has been charged
with two counts of first-degree
burglary and one count of injury
to personal property.

According to Investigatior J.M.
Herman of the Iredell County
Sheriff’s Department, Hall is al-
leged to have entered a home at
Route 9, Mooresville, twice onthe
morning of May 4.

The woman living at the
residence reported that a man
entered her house once at 4:45
a.m.a and again at 5:15 a.m. He
reportedly ransacked the home
and threatened the woman.

Hall was released from the
Iredell County Jail after posting a
$25,000 bond.

Delta Chi
Office For
Brown

Richard Brown, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Cansell D. Brown of 582 West
Park Avenue, Mooresville, has been
elected to the Executive Board of
the East Carolina Colony of The
Delta Chi Fraternity as Alumni
Secretary.

Brown, a rising senlor in the Col-
lege of Industry and Technology, is
a Founding Father of The Delta Chi
Fraternity at ECU and a graduate of
Mooresville Senior High School.

The Delta Chi Colony currently
has 50 members at East Carolina
and over 60,000 nationwide.
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119 N. Main St. " Mooresville
Hours: Mon.-Sat.
12 Noon-4 P.M.
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(4673)
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Another

The McDonald’s restaurant on Plaza Drive is the newest dis-
play area for travel and tourism brochures featuring
Mooresville, Lake Norman and the surrounding area.
Wayne Frick, left, and Ron Johnson delivered the display
rack to Melissa Neader, center, who along with Mike
Neader owns and operates the local restaurant. Frick, left,
director of the Mooresville Downtown Commissioner, and
Johson, chairman of the Mooresville-South Iredell Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Travel and Tourism Committee, have
been staying busy in recent months delivering and re-
stocking the, brochure display cases.
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FAT BOYS

Restaurant & Fish Camp

All You Can Eat
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Fairgrounds Shepping Canter

Fop Less Green.

4 Entrees Daily
* BBQ Pork

* Shrimp

® 2 Other Meats
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BREAKFAST BAR OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 710 AM
Must Clip This Couponl!

One per customer
ay—Friday 11 am —-230pm

Our Menu Featuring:
| Steak ® Seafood  BBQ

COUPONS ALSO GOOD AT TROUTMAN FAT BOYS'
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The Uftmate Mowing Machine.
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g, and leaf shredding. :

Superior line of products to meet the specific needs of
your lawn.

1% Fine engineering. Incredible durability. Heavy-duty steel
construction. ‘ |

# Strong dealer backing for 40years.
8 Wide variety.of options for bagging, recycling,
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rio monthly payments for 90 days




