Devils, Vikes Making Moves

Touching All The Bases: The end of the 1990-91 high
school sports year is in sight. It could possibly turn into a
happy ending for both Mooresville's and South Iredell’s ath-
letic programs.

Entering the third and final spring leg of the three-
phased prep sports year, South Iredell shared top billing
alongside perrenial power Statesville for the Foothills Ath-
letic Conference's coveted Wachovia Trophy. Meanwhile,
Mooresville stood nearly as tall within the nine-member
Southern District Seven Conference, trailing yearly
dominator Newton-Conover by a scant three points in the
Trophy's year-long, all-sports race.

Both the home of the Vikings and Blue Devils are per-
forming well enough in the spring to perhaps win a Trophy
for either or both.

The Wachova Trophy, for those who may not know,
recognizes high schools that have the best overall sports
programs for boys and girls within respective conferences.
It is the smaller sister award to the statewide Wachovia
Cup. The more prestigous Cup is awarded to one school in
the 1A, 2A, 3A and 4A classifications for top overall athletic
performances.

This marks one of the few times both Mooresville and
South Iredell, both with a third of the current spring season
still remaining, have been in the running for individual
conference-wide attention. Neither has ever won a Trophy
while participating in their current conferences.

It would be quite a boom for either.

Statesville has emerged as the dominating force in the
FAC, winning the Wachovia Trophy that recognizes the cir-
cuit’s top athletic program each year since the the 3A
league's existence. Not to deny Statesville its due, but it’s
always nice to see a fresh face atop the leader board. South
Iredell managed a share of first-place in golf for its best
showing this spring. Second best was the second-place
finish turned in by the boys track team. If the Vikes and
Vikettes can make some noise the rest of the way in tennis,
softball and baseball, the chance is there for them to shake
loose of the tie that existed between them and the
Greyhounds and Lady Greyhounds and bring home the
Trophy.

The road appears much more shakey here in Moores-
ville. The home of the Blue Devils entered the final spring
fling trailing powerhouse Newton-Conover by three points,
108 to 105. That meant that Senior High had to out-perform
the Red Devils in just about every spring sport in order to
make up the difference.

Mooresville managed the feat in golf, winning the SD-7
championship for the first time in five years. The school is
also on tap-to-make up points in softball and baseball.
However, shorjcamings,.in boys and girls track and tennis,
areas in which!Newton:Conover always excels, may be too
much for the 1db4Ts Po DYethsine. We'll just have to wait and
see.

As in most conferences, points for the Trophy in both the
FAC and SD-7 are awarded based on participation and
standings in conference play. Mooresville is hampered by
the fact that neither girls or boys soccer, a sport fast on the
rise at Senior High, count in SD-7 point challenges. This
year, that would probably be enough to push the locals over
the hump.

There's still some spring left in both sports programs.
The chance is there for either or both of them to make their
move. More power to them both.

While on the subject, another note in passing. In the
statewide Wachovia Cup battle, only the FAC’s Statesville is
mentioned. The Greyhounds rank sixth statewide in the 3A
class. No other FAC school appears among the top 10, and
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no SD-7 school is in the 2A class’ top 10.

Camping Under An Infield Fly: The comings and goings
of a baseball team by no means depend on the comings and
goings of a single player. Nevertheless, the success of
Mooresville’s high school team, and this summer’s
American Legion Mooresville Moors, both were dealt
severe blows in one failed swoop the middle of last week.

The Blue Devils Decomba Conner, a hard-hitting
speedster who was knocking the cover off the ball during
the prep season to emerge as one his squad’s top hitters
both for average and power, broke a hand in two places
during a theft of second ina SD-7game at Bessemer City last
Wednesday night. Perhaps coincedentally, Mooresville
went on to drop its second straight league game and now
borders the line of missing out on the state playoffs.

Conner, a pivotal member of last year’s highly successful
American Legion squad, underwent surgery the morning of
Senior High’s prom Friday. He is expected to be adorned in
a cast for the next four to six weeks, and be out of action for
approximately two full months. That means he’ll miss the
remainder of the prep season and all of the upcoming
legion campaign.

Whitey Meadows, coach of the Moors, has the luxury of
scouring the countyside 1n search of a replacement for Con-
ner. Joe Pinyan, Mooresville’s first-year mentor, has no
such luck. Both are the in the midst of the most crucial
phases of their respective team’s play.

For Meadows, he’s watching players in anticipation of
his team’s upcoming season that is just three weeks away.
He’s attending games involving players who, if interested,
are eligible to play for the Moors. Post 66 opens its season
later this month.

For Pinyan, his team’s time is now. Mooresville has been
among the league’s top three teams practically all season.
It's those top three who advance to the state playoffs. Con-
ner was a vital clog in the machine. The Devils are now bat-
tling for that third playoff spot. Last week’s two league set-
backs further dented their hopes. Entering this week’s
agenda, the Devils had but four more scheduled games, and
perhaps a fifth if a rained out game against Maiden is
needed, to smooth out those dents.

Pivoting On A Double Play: We've already reached the
point in goif and track. Tennis is next. Softball and baseball
aren’t that far behind.

The end of regular-season play, and the beginning of
postseason, is here or soon will be for all the spring sports.
Time sure flies when you're having fun.

Golf teams and qualifying track personnel advance to
state-level competition this week. Tennis teams make the
move following league tournaments this week. As for the
diamond squads, they still have a couple of weeks of regular
play left before making the next step, for those eligible.

And Monday marked the midway point of spring. I swear
it's later than that.

Cleaning Out The Lotker: Johnny Hayes, veteran
scorekeeper, bookie (as in keeper of the league books) and
general field overseer during Men’s Open Softball League
play, enjoyed a week-long vacation just prior to cranking up
the league’s spring season last week. Little did he know how
well he was preparing himself.

At Hayes' regular retreat, on the North Carolina coast,
he and wife Lori witnessed first hand a flood, a hurricane,
and an airplane crash.

“It was quite a week,” assured Hayes, back at his regular
post fieldside during opening-week contests one day last
week.

The experience will probably serve Hayes well. He
never knows what to expect during a long season of keeping
score at the adult softball games. At least now he knows that
he’s prepared for anything that might fall his way. |

THE LAKE NORMAN SHRINE CLUB Is Proud To Announce

The Winners Of The 12th Annual Dogwood Bass Tournament

PLACE LBS. 078 PRIZE
1st Doug Spencer 14 14 $ 1,500.00
2nd Doug Dover 12 3 750.00
3rd David Anderson 11 14 500.00
4th Jeff Hager 11 1l 250.00

BIG FISH Jim Witherspoon 5 625.00

We Greatly Appreciate Our Sponsors Listed Below:

MAJOR SPONSORS

McKee Insulating Co.

Insulsafe I

Country 96.9 WTDR

CO-SPONSORS

Advanced Electric Services of Davidson
Citizens Savings & Loan Association-Mooresville
: Industrial Maintenance Corp.-Charlotte
i Randy Marion Chevrolet-Mooresville
Skoal Bandit
Midway Marina, Inc.-Miles Forbes

‘American Marine
" Ronald Bach

! ASSOCIATE SPONSORS
’ AmVets Post 820
Willis Barnette

Advanced Control Techniques
Horne Heating & Air Conditioning-Charlotte
L & H Threaded Rods Corp.-Dayton, Ohio
Spring Service Co.-Charlotte
Triangle Auto Spring Co-DuBoise, PA
Statesville Auto Aucton-Statesville

The Insurance Center

Aisle Pawn Shop

Herman Blackwell

Classic Jewelers-Mooresville
 Denver Furnitare - -~

" Fat Boys Restaurant and Caterers.
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It’s a busy time of year for the
South Iredell Soccer Association,

Not only did SISA teams spend
the past week adhering to
regular-schedule play, but
several of them also engaged in
additional games as part of a
make-up schedule due to games
being earlier lost by rain.

Teams in all four age divisions
were in action over the weekend
as a result of regularly-scheduled
matches.

In additjon, teams in three age
levels were involved in an array
of make-up games played
throughout the week.

In U-8 play this past weekend,
the Brawley Steamers were the
SISA’s lone winners, racking up a
1-0 win over Cool Springs.

Charles Robinson tallied the
game’s lone goal, off a feed from
Marshall Hitchecock, while
Hitchcock, Nathan Dyckes and
David Lackey all shared time as
goalies.

In U-10 play last weekend, the
Brawley Cougars swamped the
West Roadrunners, 13-0.

Nine different players notched
goals, as Mark Degan, Mark Davis,
Josh Graves, Nick Rhoton, Stuart
Cullinan, Luke Ford, Kelly
Dowdy, Nick Shuemaker and
David Holbrook all contributed
offensively.

The Brawley Panthers battled
the Troutman Rowdies, to a 2-2
tie, as Michael Cook and Sammy
Jepko each scored for the Pan-
thers. Derek Hager and Seth
Graham each toiled as keepers.

The Brawley Tigers dropped a
2-1 decision Lo the West Bobcats,
as Ben Lane provided the offense,
assisted by Rob Voegle.

In U-12 play over the weekend,
the Brawley Rowdies topped Har-
money, 2-0, as Brad Barger and
Dustin Bumgarner accounted for
the scoring with a goal apicce, off
assists from Web Brannon and
Jonathan Baker, respectively.
Jason Harwell, Barger and Bran-
non combined efforts to post the
shutout in goal.

In U-14 play Saturday, the
Brawley Blast was shutout by the

Troutman Terminators, despite
the efforts of keepers Luke Ray
and Matt Stewart.

In make-up action involving U-
10 teams, the Brawley Panthers
bruised past Ebenezer’s Hawks,
11-0, as Cook unloaded a hat trick
plus two more for a toal of five
goals, while Clayton Boan
chipped in with two goals, and
Kaleb Walker, HunterLevan,
Graham and Eric Kerr all kicked
in one apiece. Jepko and Grabam -
again shared time as goalies.

The Brawley Cougars dropped
a 2-1 decision to Union Grove,
with David Teal scoring for the
Cougars.

And the Brawley Tigers were
shutout by the Troutman Row-
dies, 3-0.

In U-12 make-up action, the
Rowdies were in action twice and
won them both,

They bested the Brawley Sting,
3-0, behind single goals apiece
from Harwell, Baker and Bum-

garner. Barger, Harwell and
Brannon all shared time as
keepers.

They also topp the West Bob-
cats, 8-2, as Baker, Bumgarner
and Harwell scratched out two
goals apiece, and Adam Hilton
and David Hamblin each con-
tributed one. Barger and Bran-
non worked a half each in the net.

And in U-14 action once

Playing

"Hi'tcheork,

delayed by rain,
Blast tripped up the Brawley Bul-
lets, 2-0, courtesy of a pair of goals
by Shea Alexander and the goal-
tending efforts of the winners’
Matt Stewart. ,

SISA teams, competing in a
county-wide recreational level
program conducted through the
Iredell County Recreation
Department, complete the
regular season portion of their
schedule with a full slate of
games this weekend.

The SISA teams play their
home games on the field beside
Brawley Middle School, which
serves as their headquarters.

Pee Wee's
Phillies
Stand Tall

There was nothing pee wee
about the Phillies during the
opening week of Pee Wee
Baseball League play.

During a week that saw all
cight teams in action at least
once, the Phillies stood the tallest
by emerging as winners of both
their opening-week contests.

The Phillies were the only ones
to play in and win as many as two
games.

The Bandits and Athletics were
each victorious in their lone
outings.

The Cardinals and Cubs both
split First-week appearances,
while the Astros, Mets and
Pirates were all denied opening-
week wins.

Home runs were the rule in-
stead of the exception, as each of
last week's six games [eatured
multiple outputs of four-base
knocks.

Helping the Phillies to their
two wins were the dingers
smashed by teammates Chris Var-
vano, Addison Moore, Brandon
Evas and Dwight Sloan.

Others with homers last week
included the Cardinals’ Juston
Horton, Chris Winford, Brandon
Winford and Luke Patterson, the
Bandits Jacob Lambert, Duane
Barnes, Chad Byers, Tressin
Young, and Joshua Burchett, the
Astros Eric Barnhardt, the Cubs’
Chris Jackson and Walt
the 'Athleties
Jonathan Holder and Andrew
Belk,...and, the' Pirates’ Nick
Rhoton.

Of the group, the Cardinals
Horton grabbed Ffirst-week
honors, smacking three homers in
one game and adding two more in
another.

Pee Wee League action, con-

- ducted through the Mooresville

Recreation Department, takes
place on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday evenings, with all games
taking place at Edgemoore Park.

Players making up the league
are those boys and girls born bet-
ween Aug. 1, 1982 and July 31,
1984.

Poe-Wee League Standings

Phillles . ... 20
Bandits ... .......coohiiaes 10
Athlotics ... .. cov oo 1-0
Cardingls .........ccooiniiiians 1-1
CUBS . .ot 11
ASIIOS ... 01
MEIS e 01
PIrates ... ....oovmvinnniaeinens 01
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with nowhefe to go but up.
south Iredell’s baseball team i
just that last week. . -

After hitting rock bottdm the

TR T I N 1 ‘.n.‘:'»; S
previous week by suffering threo
leagué defeats — including one
after, being held hitless —the
vikings vented season-long
frustrations on a pair of Foothills

Vikes Are Second, Vikettes
Fifth In FAC Track Finale

The Foothills Athletic Con-
ference’s track and field season is
all over but the shouting.

And South Iredell is doing a lit-
tle bit of the shouting.

What noise South Iredell did
make in last week's annual con-
ference championship meet, held
at Statesville Senior High, was ac-
counted for by the Vikings.

For it was they who used one of
the meet’s three double winners
and four first place finishes over-
all to manufacture a second-place
finish in the boys division.

For the girls, they managed but
a pair of first-place finishes, both
by the same team member, and
wound up fifth among the six
teams competing.

In the meet staged throughout
the day Wednesday, the Vikings
picked up 120 points to finish be-
hind meet host and champion
Statesville, which piled up 163
points.

Rounding out the standings
among the boys teams found
Wilkes Central third, with 83
points, West Iredell fourth, with
81 points, North Surry fifth, with
51 points, and North Iredell, with
39 points.

In the girls division, the hos-
tessing Lady Greyhounds also
made tracks around their
familiar home facility to post a
first-place finish, doing so with

160 points.
West Iredell and Wilkes
Central shared second place,

each with 112 points, followed, in
order, by North Surry, with 102
points, South Iredell, with 26
points, and North Iredell, with
eight points.

South Iredell featured a pair of
double first-place winners in the
meet, one each among the boys
and girls.

For the boys, Terry lkard
turned in a pair of gold medal
performances, placing first in
both the high jump and the 400-
meter dash.

For the girls, both of the Viket-
tes blue ribbons were worn by
Christie Hicks, who again
league's long-
distance events: Hicks, who has
already qualified for the state
regionals, won both the 1,600 and

3200-meter runs to account for
half her team’s total points.

The Vikings added two moe
first-place finishes to boost their
showing.

Elmer Barber championed the
field in the 110 hurdles, while a
four-player team combined for-
ces to top the event in the
1,600-meter relay race.

South Iredell’s fellows also
added five second-place finishes
to their showing. -~

For the Lady Vikes, in addition
to the two firsts turned in by
Hicks, their next best showing
was a couple of third places.

The league meet was used to
declare the FAC’s officlal team
and invidual championships.

Statesville’s boys and girls
teams were each determined to
be this year’s track and field
champions, while all those win-
ning first-place honors in the
respective events were included
on the all-conference team.

While participation in the con-
ference meet brought the league
portion of the track season to a
close for this year, such was not
the case for those individuals ad-
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Life Insurance.
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o SINGLE PREMIUM WHOLE LIFE

* MORTGAGE CANCELLATION
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vanecing into state competition.

Those competitors with
qualifylng times In the running
events, and distances in the field
attractions, are to move on to the
state regionals this week. From
there, those advancing will move
into the 3A state track finals, set
to take place later this month.

Bronco’s
Dodgers
Win Two

The Bronco Baseball League
Dodgers lived up to their name
last week, dodging defeats to
emerge as the hottest of the
league's opening-week
performers.

The Dodgers dodged the bu]let
twice to wind up as the only
league member to play in and win
as many as two games during the
circuit’s initial week of play.

As a result, the Dodgers sit at
the head of the class entering this
week’s play.

In a week that saw all eight
teams in action at least once, and
featured half the league appear-
ing twice, the Dodgers topped
them all, alded by one of the
league’s two forfeits that marred
opening-week play.

The Cubs, Phillies and Yankees
were all winners of their lone
scheduled affairs to share second
in the very early standings.

The Astros were forced Lo set-
tle with a first-week split, while
the Breers, Braves and Mets all
were denied opening wins in
their only showings.

of the six games scheduled,
only four were actually played,
with two of the contests being
ruled forfeits. The Mets and
Braves each surrendered a game
by forfeit.

While the Dodgers were grab-
bing team honors, the individual
spotlight beamed on a couple of
players.

One was the Astros’ David
Neill, who picked up four hits in
as many plate appearances to
emerge as the only player to rack
up that many hits in a single
game.

As for the league’s display of
power, the Cubs’ Bobby Cum-
mings and Brewers’ Laron
Caldwell supplied it, each doing
so by belting a home run.

Play within the boys Bronco
League, conducted through the
Mooresville Recreation Depart-
ment, takes place on Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday evenings.

All contests take place at Magla
Field.

Players in the league are those

boys born between Aug. 1, 1976
and July 31, 1978.

Bronco League Standings

DOUGEIS .. ....venenee e

(1] PN 10
Philfies . .......oovvinnianeanenne 1-0
YanKeOS ... ..oovvei e 1-0
ABITOB ... ovvvrvoevnne e enees 11
BrOWEIB .. ...o.ovvovevnronesanecs 01
BIAVES .......ccoonvenerarcrsenns 0-1
Mol8 .....ovvveenreernnoccsnnns 01
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Atiletic Copferénce opponants.’
. As a result, the Vikes put the
brakes on a _season-long losing
skid against fellow conference
foes first by inching past visiting
visiting North Surry, 4-3 and then
by celebrating the fact with a 23-5
bashing of homestanding North
Iredell. ,

In the process, the Vikettes,
who entered the week winless in
the league and riding a six-game
losing streak overall, climbed out
of the league cellar by improving
to 2-4 in the conference and to the
6-11 level overall.

South Iredell reached the high
point of its season at North
Iredell Friday night, erupting for
11 runs in a single at-bat and
clubbing 13 hits to go along with
10 bases on balls and even up the
series with the Raiders.

North had earlier beaten the
Vikes in the two teams’ first
meeting.

In ringing out the team’'s most
successful week of the season,
and celebrating its ending its in-
league losing ways, the Vikings
iced the issue by scoring 11 runs
in the sixth inning alone.

That increased what was a 9-2
edge at the time to a whopping,

903 cushion. . i
The Vikes went oh to post three
ore runs in the top of the seventh
to complete the rout. - o
The visitors had set the tone
early by scoring the game's first

run in the top.of thé ‘opening -

frame. The guests added another
run in the second and then posted
a pair of runs in the fourth for a
4-0 edge,

South began to pull away after
registering four runs in the fourth
inning, highlighted by a two-run
single from Brian Wagner.

The hosts cut into the lead with
a pair of runs in the home half of
the fourth, but South answered

with another seratch in the top of

the fifth. That gave the guests the -

9-2 edge entering the sixth.

At that point, the Vikes then
turned up the heat, racking the of-
ferings of three North Iredell
pitchers during its most success-
ful one-inning display of the
season.

For the game, the Vikes
finished with 13 hits, paced by the
three collected by Ryan Douglas.
Wagner and brothers Mike and
Jeff Cummings each added a palr
of base hits.

Wagner also joined Matt

" MeConnell and’
‘while. Mike

nnell and”Tracy Shinn in
driving home three” runs.each,

_Cummings’ brought
two teammates home. Jeff Cum-
mings stayed busy on the.bases

d wound up crossing home . Dt d _
and wound b crosEing’ Ao “the~Viking offense, Shinn drove

piate five times. '~ ©

Mark ‘Apgar was the winning
pitcher, hurling into the seventh
to pick up the win, He allowed all
five runs on nine hits while strik-
ing out five. v

At home earlier in the week to
entertain North Surry and com-
plete the first home-and-home
series of the FAC season, the
Vikings earned their first split
and gained their initial win in
FAC circles with the 43 nudging
past the Greyhounds.

The Vikings charged outtoa 4-0
lead after four innings and
weathered a North Surry charge
to preserve the one-run win.

The hosts picked up a pair of
runs in the first inning and added
two more tallies in the fourth.
Those two-run uprising allowed
the home team to withstand
North Surry’s three-run rally in
the top of the fifth.

Agpar, making his first of two
starts in the week, gave up all
three runs on three hits to pocket

the'win; Douglas was called ori In

relief in the fifth
two hits'to glove the save. '

Joff Cummings picked up: two

hits, one of them a double, to top

home all four runs; on a pair of
two-run singles, one each.in the
first and third.frames, Douglas
and McConnell each added a base
hit. Wagner drew three walks in
the contest.

The new-look Vikings, now
riding a two-game win streak in
league play, look to continue
their winning ways with the play-
ing of two league battles this
week.

South Iredell opened the week
by playing at Wilkes Central, and
then closes it Friday by entertain-
ing West Iredell.

The Vikes have more than a lit-

tle score to settle with the War-
riors at home Friday night, for it
was West Iredell who saddled the
Vikes with the most humilating of
their league losses by posting a
no-hit shutout when the two
teams met earlier in the season.

Friday's rematch battle in
viking Valley is set to get under-
way at 7:30 p.m.
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'RACE TO THE DALE EARNHARDT
CHEVROLET & GEO SALE!"

NOW THRU MAY 3lst.

IT'S A CELEBRATION!

Race On Down To Dale Earnhardt
Chevrolet, Where The Pace Is
Championship Class & The Service Is Fast!

THE NEW & EXCITING

1-34 LUMINA S

A
2
e i

* TEST DRIVE ANY NEW CAR OR TRUCK OR

SELECTED USED CAR AND

WIN FREE PRIZES!!

e Tickets To The Winston All Star Race
e Quick Lubes e Tune-Ups
e Gift Certificates ® Key Rings
e Caps e Plus Much More!

Now Thru May 18th.
EVERYONE IS A WINNER AT
DALE EARNHARDT CHEVROLET

* REGISTER TO WIN *
2 TICKETS, AIRFARE, RENTAL CAR,
HOTEL, $300 CASH

DAYTONA JULY RACE.
3 Days, 2 Nights

; Register now thru May 21st. Must be present to win.
Drawing held: MAY 21st at 8 PM by DALE EARNHART.

SPECIAL GUEST

On
Starting May

2 TICKETS TO THE 600 RACE!

Contest runs May 13th thru May 23rd.

' ~ The person who names the driver and co
' of qualifying for the World 600 Race,

BB s G i r Y
RS

WE HAVE THE ONLY ONE IN
THE UNIFOUR AREA.

NOW ON
DISPLAY

S PM to 7 ppm st
KEN SCHRADER
ERNIE IRVIN
MICHAEL waLTRp .
DALE EARNHARDT <=

#3 RACE cAR |

Display In Oy Showroom

mes the closest to the actual time
will win 2 tickets to the race.
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13th.
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4

B a8 &
23 i &1

' ‘fifth’and chalked/up
three strikeouts. while giving up

CHEVROLET




