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LEE SULLIVAN

Lakeside Cable TV'’s basic rate
increase is not a surprise and it's
not that upsetting. Considering
the condition of the economy and
the service Lakeside provides,
$20 to $25 a month for access to
cable is not a bad deal. And
Lakeside’s fee is still comparable
to the rates charged by other
cable companies in nearby towns.

.7{0’108’(1813 it's time for
some channel additions that
mean something. C-Span is fine.
School kids could learn more —
ineluding how to think and inter-
pret events for themselves — by
watching Congress in action than
they ever will from 12 minutes a
day of Channel One’s “packaged
to sell” news. And now the
schools don't need satellite
dishes to pick it up.

But for Mooresville customers
who purchase cable to be enter-
tained as well as informed, C-
Span is pretty far down the list of
channel choices while New
York’s WOR remains the shining
toy we can only enjoy by window-
shopping through the daily
television listings.

WOR carries quality movies
and classic television shows like
the other superstations — Atlan-
ta’s WTBS and Chicago’s WGN on
the Lakeside system — as well as
live sporting events.

It might cost a little more to
secure WOR's signal, but if rates
are going up anyway, it would be
nice if Lakeside added a channel
we’ll actu\mly watch
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This area has built a solid '
reputation for “Odyssey of the

Mind” success and “Special

Olympics” support. But there’s

another event the community

can't be proud of.

It’s the Idiot Olympies for those
with Odd Minds. Egg-throwing
and mailbox bashing are — to

» date — the only two field events
and there are no winners, only
victims.

For some reason — and when
dealing with vandalism, motive is
virtually impossible to determine
— someone has begun throwing
eggs at cars and destroying mail-
boxes. Where’s the satisfaction in
this competition? Where’s the
honor? What's the point?

Now rest assured, if some
teenagers are arrested for this ag-
gravating crime, at least one
mother will step forward and
blast the police department for

chasing egg throwers instead of
drug dealers and she’ll be con-
vinced that the only reason the
kids were out vandalizing in the
first place is because “this town
doesn't provide anything else for
them to do.”

Well if they are caught, an ap-
propriate sentence would
eliminate that nasty boredom
problem. At last count, there
were plenty of car-painting and
mailbox-fixing jobs to keep them
busy.

Speaking of police, if the
weekend shooting of Det. Charles
Harris in Southern Pines didn't
send a shiver through you, it
should have. ‘

. Eight mien, ranging in age from
18 to 25, are charged with first-
degree murder in'Harris' death,
The men are: accused of going to
Harris' house’ and shooting him
when he opened the door,

Among all the frightening facts
about the case, the'most disturb-
ing is the bizarre justification the
suspects appear to have for their
actlon. According to inves-

Plans Set
For May 5
Tribute

Welcome home, veterans.

That's the message Moores-
ville's United Veterans Task
Force wants to deliver May 5 to
military personnel who served in
the Persian Gulf or in any
American military conflict this
century.

The Task Force, a volunteer
group sanctioned by the
Mooresville-South Iredell Cham-
ber of Commerce and area chur-
ches, has planned a parade and
rally with all veterans invited as
honored guests.

The parade will begin at 1:30

See RALLY Page 12

90 Percent

Nearly 90 percent of
Troutman’s telephone sub-
scribers who voted in the recent
poll favor a plan that would give
them toll-free calling to Moores-
ville, Davidson and Cornelius.

Because Troutman wants Ex-
tended Area Service, Moores-
ville, Davidson, Cornelius and
Statesville also will get it. Be-
cause EAS cost will be greatest in
Troutman, the N.C. Utilities Com-
mission ordered a March vote
only for that exchange.

The commission released

whafresylta. of wthe sreferendum::,

Monday.

Troutman’a 3,710 subscribers
were asked if they favored EAS
and its 62-cent per month rate in-
crease for homes and $1.70 for
businesses. Of 2,504 ballots
returned, 2,237 — 89.3 percent —
said yes.

After the Commission reviews
the poll, it will notify subscribers
inthe other affected exchanges of
the action. Toll-free calling
among all exchanges in the ex-
panded area is expected to be in
place within 18 months

Calls between Statesville and
Troutman are toll-free now, as
are those between Mooresville
and Davidson/Cornelius.

Lakeside TV
Rates Will
Rise May 1

Starting May 1, Lakeside Cable
TV customers will pay more for
the service.

Lakeside officials have an-
nounced a $2.30 increase in the
basic rate and a 35-cent increase
in the rate for additional outlets.

Lakeside also announced the
addition of C-Span, a 24-hour net-
work that provides coverage of
U.S. House of Representatives

sessions and other public-service .

broadcasting, to the Lakeside
basic package and a new channel
lineup.

With the increase, Lakeside’s
basic rate — for service that does
not include premium, or extra-
charge, channels — will jump
from $14.95 to $17.25. The charge

for additional in-house- outlets

will rise from $1 65 to $2. :Charges
for . converter rental' and the -
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$150 million, 373,000-square-foot plant at business park already producing air compressors

Dedication Thursday At MCA Plant

industry was made from the local produced at the plant will be America under the Panasonic,

Dedication ceremonies will be
held Thursday for the newest,
biggest and most expensive addi-
tio‘rii lto Mooresville-South

Iredell’s industrial. o

“Mat ;'ushi?: éom‘gigg ot G0
poration of America will conduct
a formal dedication service for its
Mooresvilie Business Park plant
starting at 11 a.m. Invited guests
will also be treated to lunch and a
general tour of the MCA facility.

sy

Town, county and state govern-
ment officials will join MCA
representatives in taking part in
the dedication program and sym-
bolic opening of the manufactur-
ing facility, which is located on
100 acres in the 500-acre business
park between Mazeppa Road and

N.C. 801 just north of
Mooresville,.
Trial production at the

373,000-square-foot plant, which
represents a total investment —
including land acquisition, con-
struction and tooling — of ap-
proximately $150 million, started
earlier this year as MCA super-
visors and employees “worked
the bugs out” of the system.

On March 8, less than 15 months
after ground was broken for the
plant, the first complete ship-
ment — 5,000 units — of air com-
pressors for the air conditioner

Search For
Boat Owner
Underway

Tuesday night's violent
‘weather and Lake Norman may
have combined to claim a life,

This morning, Iredell County
Sheriff’'s Department detectives
were searching for the operator
‘of & boat that ran aground near
Smith Hollis Marine off N.C. 150

-at the IredeilICatawba county

ine

package. The ¢ compan
three premium movle

LoAL 8 am. today. River "City
arina- employee Jeff .Chavers

iscovered ‘a 32-foot Laser cabin -

plant.

At that time, MCA had 166
employees with pians to expand
0.200. 50 e this
! 3 At g g::’iii&ix"%‘ntiy runn
full shift and plans to have three
full production lines, each
producing a specific model of air
compressor, in the future.

Eventually, the MCA facility
will have up to 450 employees
producing 1.5 million air com-
pressors each year.

The three compressor models

Mammwa

marketed to major air con-
ditioner manufacturers in the
United States. MCA's future plans

sOrs’
countrles.

MCA is a subsidiary of Mat-
sushita Electric Industrial Com-
pany, Inc. of Japan. The parent
company, one of the world’s
largest firms, manufactures and
markets a full line of both con-
sumer and industrial electric and
electronic products in North
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o manufacturcrs in other FS'ltibsi ?ar fes and afmiates in

Technies and Quasar band
names.

The company currently has

North America.

Matsushita, through its various
subsidiaries, is the world’s lead-
ing manufacturer of air con-
ditioner compressors. The com-
pany’s compressors are used in
one out of every three air con-
ditioners produced in the United
States.

Year-Round School Program
Appealing To Twice As Many

The needs of Mooresville's
year-round school program {s out-
growing its means.

And that’s good.

“We're pleasantly surprised,”
noted Dr. Sam Houston, Moores-
ville’s school superintendent,
upon releasing’ information
during Monday night’s monthly
school board meeting indicating
that the population of the model
program is expecting to double.
“We're already where we ex-
pected to be a year from now.
This information serves to prove
that it wasn’t a bad idea afterall.”

With more applications still
being received and processed,
last year’s enrollment of 1980 stu-
dents in grades kindergarten
through five has already in-
creased to 375 students and
counting for students in grades
K-6.

Houston is confident that the
total enrollment will exceed last
year's count twofold.

“We're going to double in size,”
he confirmed. “The year-round
school is here to stay. It’s not just
a passing fancy. We didn’t an-
ticipate this kind of growth this
fast, but we're delighted about
it »

With the increase in student
population, the year- -round
program, . currently restricted to
the: Park View .School campus,

program is catering to students in
grades K-5. But with those stu-
dents all advancing a grade, the
new program will enlarge to in-
clude those in grades K-6.

Grades K-3 will continue to
conduct classes at Park View,
consisting of 10 classes. Three
classes will cater to kindergarten
students, with two each serving
students in grades one, two and
three, respectively. One combina-
tion class will feature first and
second graders.

Four classes of students in
grades four and five will be held
at Woods School.

And the one class of sixth
graders will be held at Junior
High.

“We anticipate little, if any,
problems caused by the in-
creased enrollment,” stressed
Houston. “We anticipated the
program would grow when we in-
itiated it. We didn’t think it would

See PARK VIEW Page 12

‘Evening At The Depot’
Event To Return May 4

Musie in the big band tradition
will resound in the Depot Arts
Center on May 4 when the “Noth-
ing Finer” band presents a con-
cert of music made popular back
in the 30s and 40s.

The May 4 event is the fourth
presentation of An Evening At
The Depot and, for the fourth
year, the concert will feature the
music of the “Nothing Finer
Band. These repeat performan-
ces are by popular demand from
an appreciative audience.

The evening concert will offera
program Jf musie, an exhibit of
art by Mooresville Artists Guild
and a serving ol dessert. The -
evening . ‘of" entertainment and

Glen Gray - Artie Shaw decades.
Approximately one third of the
band members are former mem-
bers of the Mooresville Alumni of
Note that performed in the area
from 1975 to 1987,

The three-room gallery area as
well ds the walls of the
warehouse -concert area will be
adorned with paintings depicting
primarily flower subjects.

Desert will be served begin-

28 i)

ning at 7:30 p.m. Thevﬂconcert is .

See DEPOT Page 12
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