By {he'time you read this you
1

“sioners ‘did ‘and did not do Tues-
-d fternoon about investing
your money into education. ’
_ Barring a 180-degree turn, the
five elected people who represent
your county-government interests
will not do the one thing they must
do to keep faith with all who advo-
cated merger of the Statesville
and county school systems. At this
Monday-morning juncture, all
evidence suggests the board has
sacrificed a school supplementary
tax on the altar of political

expediency.

If county commissioners do not
put in place a tax to be levied ex-
clusively in the new consolidated
school system and used exclusive-
ly to raise the level of educational
services within that district they
will betray every citizen — most
specifically every school child —
within that district. Even those
citizens who objected then and
object now to the merger in prin-
ciple and practice will have been
cheated.

No excuse from county commis-
sioners is necessary because none
is acceptable. They have the
power to do what they know must
be done, but they lack the courage
of their convictions. There can be
no reason so compelling they
shouldn’t do what everyone who
fought for and against consolida-
tion expected them to do.

Everyone recognizes that a
school district supplementary tax
is the only way to ensure the new
distriet’s stability. Without local
monies paid by and used by this
district the local-funding inequity
that has plagued this county for
generations will remain. A major
— if, indeed, not the major force
that drove the merger effort
through its years of wrangling was
additional local funds for rural
Iredell school children.
Thousands of Iredell citizens sup-
ported consolidation for no other
reason.

Now, worst-case scenario:
Statesville schools will lose $1

1-know .what county commis-’

million in supplementary funds. g
rural Iredell schools still will not'
have supplementary funds and

Mooresville schools will continue
levying a supplementary tax. The
inequity will be compounded.

Without the additional monies,
the consolidated system will be
strapped, and the Mooresville sys-
tem, whose expenditures for self-
aggrandizement are limited only
by the imaginations of its
promoters, will continue every ef-
fort to be more inviting to families
in South Iredell who live outside
the Mooresville school district.
Mooresville will continue using
every legal, social and political
means at its disposal to expand its
enrollment, its district and its
influence.

Without its own supplementary
tax, the two-system consolidation
strikes out before it goes to bat. It
will have been denied the one and
only way to level the playing field.

Of course some of the people on
the joint Statesville/Iredell Coun-
ty school board were elected on
precisely that platform. Of course
they will be pleased to see the
new system hamstrung in the
starting blocks. Of course they
have done what they could to
prevent commissioners from levy-
ing the supplementary tax.

Of course four-year superinten-
dents’ contracts awarded by the
Statesville and county school
boards two years ago were dumb
and expensive. But school
children of the merged district
should not be punished for those
mistakes.

Bottom line: County government
— including the current ad-
ministration — is on record
through Democratic and
Republican control as favoring
county-wide consolidaiton. By
denying the two merged systems
funding equity, the present board
will ensure the indefinite
financially-healthy sovereignty of
the third. The gap between the
haves and have-nots can only grow
wider.

Southerners see themselves

One on one
By D.G. Martin

“In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

These were the closing words of
a prayer before the beginning of a
meal at a small dinner for a group
of high-level civic leaders. Dif-
ferent religious groups, including
Judaism, were represented.

Nobody indicated he was
surprised or offended.

Later, the mistress of
ceremonies, a very liberal
Democrat, reached back into his-
tory to make a point by referring
to the humiliating terms of sur-
render imposed on the South by
General Grant at the end of the
Civil War.

Both races, blacks and whites,
were well represented. The entire
group understood the point she
was making, and nobody hinted
that he thought she was out of line.

Could this have happened
anyplace other than the South?
Not according to new book called
The South for New Southerners,
edited by Paul Escott and David
Goldfield, and published by the
UNC Press.

The editors assembled the book
as a guide for people who have
just moved into our region. It is a
book to help these new folks un-
derstand us. '

We are different. No other
region in the country holds so fast
to a tradition of protestant Chris-
tianity that was, until recently, al-
most a monopoly in the South.
Why was the South so different

from the rest of the country that

has been so religiously diverse?

Easy answer from the book: In
the late 1800s and early 1900s, the
rest of the country was accepting
waves of religiously and ethnical-
ly diverse immigrants. But few
came South to live.

Why didn’t they come South?
Another easy answer from the
new book: The South was too poor.
There was no opportunity, no
work, to draw them here. Our
legacy of past and present pover-
ty, as well as our religious tradi-
tions, set us apart, according to
the authors.

Of course, constant references
to the Civil War by white
southerners are hard for non-
southerners to understand. Why
hold so tight to the memory of a
war fought so long ago — and lost
so decisively?

No easy answer from the book.

Civil rights battles of the 50s,
60s and 70s freed all the South’s
people. Thus, these struggles are
now as much a part of the white
southerner’s heritage as the Civil
War. The same white person who
talks about the heroism of
General Lee in one breath will
praise the heroism of Martin
Luther King in the next breath.

Only in the South. Only us.

Even though it was written for
new southerners, you might want
to take a look at The South for New
Southerners to help understand
how unusual our wonderful
homeland is, and to help see why
others think we’re so different.

CHAMBERS NEW SLOGAN

LOCAL DEALERS SLOGAN

S WINNING YoU OVER” “ WINNING YOU OVER "
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Uncle Dan from Doolie says

Selling is name of the game

One of the magazines run a story
recent where a resterant in Den-
ver is doing big business with a
new twist on a old idee. It does
more than look after children
while parents eat in peace, it has a
separate place fer kids to eat.
While Ma and Pa dine by
candlelight and soft music, the
children are off to theirselves
with burgers, chips, splashing
ketchup and TV games.

Bug Hookum reported on this
place during the session at the
country store Saturday night, and
he went on to say he hopes it don’t
go the way of Pizza Time Theater
that tried to entertain and feed
the hole family together. Pizza
Time learned quick that if Ma
wants that she can set the food in
front of the TV and lock herself in
the bathroom.

General speaking, Bug said,
family togetherness is wonderful,
but somepun can be said fer ab-
sense making the heart fonder.
Fer sure, he went on, other folks
eating at that Denver resterant
are glad the little dickens are out
of their sight and sound. Bug said
a big night out fer him and his old
lady usual is family supper at the
church, when you expect the
children and actual enjoy most of
em, but when they go fer a store
bought supper they don’t want to
git caught up in a food fight or a
yelling contest.

What Bug's report tells us, Zeke
Grubb allowed, is that this still is
the land of opportunity, what of it
ain’t under second morgage or
sold to other countries. Where
else can a high school boy start a
$4 million a year business shop-
ping fer other people, Zeke
wanted to know. He had saw
where this feller began by picking
out gifts fer wives and customers
of men to busy to leave the office,
and now he has set up shopping

Religion offers the greenest pas-
tures fer start-up businesses, but
education runs a clost second and
fer many of the same

reasons. — Zeke Grubb
training centers and branched

out. A phone call to him will git a
shopper picking out the best cuts
of meat, using all the coupons fer
discounts and taking the week’s
groceries to somebody to richorto
lazy to git out of the house.

By all accounts, went on Zeke,
religion offers the greenest pas-
tures fer start up businesses, but
education runs a clost second and
fer many of the same reasons.
Folks make up their minds about
both and keep looking fer others
that agree with em. The trick to
gitting ahead in both fields is
marketing, Zeke said, and there’s
no limit to how are you can go if
you're good at it.

Fer instant, he had saw where
Christopher Whittle is planning to
open schools all over the country
that offer kindergarden through
high school. Zeke sees this as a
way to serve the market that is un-
happy with public schools and the
market that ain't finding what
they want in church schools after
pulling their kids out of public
schools. Whittle, that has a big ad-
vertising business in Knoxville,
says he can make a profit selling
better education at less cost than
the public schools.

There's a good chanct, Clem
Webster allowed, that Whittle is
right. From what he sees, Clem
said, private does a better job
than public, which explains why
more public services are going
private. The more a bureaucracy
grows the less it does, Clem said,
until it’s all grow and no do. And it
can't keep using the excuse that
private just skims off the cream
and make what's left a even
heavier public burden.

Marrying for (welfare) money

Marrying for money rather than
love has always been a risky un-
dertaking. Yet that is what Gov.
Tommy Thompson of Wisconsin
would have teenage parents do as
part of a proposed welfare experi-
ment in his state. The controver-
sial plan would reward teenage
mothers who marry and penalize
those who remain single.

Welfare recipients in Wisconsin
currently receive $440 a month for
one child and $80 a month for each

additional child. The new plan
would cap payments to unwed
mothers at $440 a month, no mat-
ter how many children they have.
By contrast, married couples with
children would receive another
$80 a month for each additional
child. Parents would also be al-
lowed to earn up to $14,500
without decreasing their welfare
benefits. In addition, recipients
would be required to finish high
school or receive job training.

Communicating With Your Government Ropresentatives

Office Home

Town....Manager..........c.ooevveeees RickMclean .........ccovevnnnn 663-3800 . .. .664-7735

Mayor .. oovvvveiniiiiienns JoeKnox ......coiiiininnn .. .663-0426 . . .6§4-1051

Ward | Commissioner........... Grady Shoe........ooovveneins ',664-1300 . . . 664-1365

Ward |l Commissioner .......... David Tompkins . ......coeiviiniiimmee . 663-7572

Ward |1l Commissioner.......... DarrellWilson ................0. 664-3617 ... .664-206%

Ward IV Commissioner ......... Gene Brannon ....... e 664-1772 .., 663-0248

At-Llarge Commissioner......... RichardNantz........ccoocennnts 664-5806 . . . .664-3027

At-Large Commissioner......... RobertRandall ................0. 663-3221 . ...664-1921

County ..Manager...........oovevneenss Joel Mashburn ..............000e 6631616 ...
Commissioner Chalrman......... RB.SloanJdr, ...cooviiiiiiiennns 873-5241 ... .872-8664
Commissioner Vice Chalrman .. .AliceStewart ...............c.0e 585-6644

Commissioners ................ SaraHalre.......coovvviiueinnnns 6631777 ... .896-0715
DougMadison ..........covvenes 873-0521 ....673.9887

Frank Mitchell ............ol. . . .B76-4327

IN OTHER YEARS
1959

A stubborn fire gutted the C,
and H. Grand 5 and 10 Cent Store,
formerly known as the Gem 5 and
10, in the town’s main business
district around midnight Tuesday
night. The loss has been unoffi-
cially estimated at $63,000.

The large two-story, brick
building was located on South
Main street.

Three fire departments fought
the conflagration — Mooresville,
Statesville, and Troutman.

The fire was discovered at 10:50
p.m. by night policemen Richard
(Dick) Perkins and Frank Upright,
while they were making their
rounds.

Members of the Mooresville
Volunteer Fire Department
answered the call immediately.
Statesville and Troutman fire
departments sent men and equip-
ment to the scene.

Charles A. Troutman, Jr., chief
of the Mooresville Fire Depart-
ment, was quoted as saying the
fire apparently started from
defective wiring, on the second
floor of the two-story structure.

The 40 by 100-foot building was
owned by Hugh L. Sloop,

1916

Honor Roll Mooresville Graded
Schools, Month Ending March 10:

First Grade — Virginia Mel-
chor, Margaret Melchor, Kate
Brawley, Gladys Grubb, Ethel P.
Plummer, Oleen Young, Parker
Norman, Hazel Cook, James
Moore, James Miller, Francis
Mayhew, Merlyn Baker, Nettie
Morrow, Annie May Vanderford,
Frank Brown, Carl Lackey, Louis
Perry, Ray Howard, Harry Brown,
Fred Campbell, Floyd Smith, May
Honeycutt, Sadie Troutman,
Sadie Pless, Neta Mayhew.

Second Grade — John Boyd,
Lillian Harwell, Harry Honeycutt,
Charles Kirkpatrick, Alva Miller,
Daisy Moore, Kenneth Neill,
Naomi St. Clair, Katherine At-
well, Margaret Cook, Ruth Evans,
Fay Earnhardt, Erlean Grubb,
Mary B. McLean, Maude Murdock,
Margaret Lothery, Nancy McNee-
ly, Ernest Christenbury, Samuel
Douglas, Murray Evans, Karl Pos-
ton, Frank Clark, John White, Carl
Freeze, Floreen Howard, Lillian
Colson, Ethel Pless.

Third Grade — Gladys
Honeycutt, Bessie Fox, Lorene
Poston, Evelyn Cornelius, Rebec-
ca Kirkpatrick, Mable Murdock,
Annie Sloop, Phyllis Rogers,
Lorene Kerr, Louis Rose, Ada
Mae White, Eva Brantley, Alvin
Moore, J.D. Rodgers, Smith Little,
Edward Kipka, Cecil Brown, Ken-
neth Baker, Hal Johnston, Young
Brown, Worth Campbell, Leo
Rimmer, Fred Hudson, William
Harrington, Katie Moose, Louise
Sharpe, Sadie Ree McCoy,
Elfrieda Gouger, Margaret
McConnell, Lucile Troutman.

Fourth Grade - Florence
Beam, Margaret Boyd, Virginia
Boyd, Edna Deaton, Harold
Deaton, Lillian Earnhardt, Coun-
cil Fox, Naomi Hartness, Ruth
Jones, Beatrice Mayhew, Gracie

Morrow, Helen Brown, Ellen
Louise Brantley, Myrtle Nanney,
Annie Ruth Ratledge, Neta White.

Fifth Grade — Ora Brantley,
Mary McNeely, Mary Moore
Deaton, Donald Abernethy, Wil-
son Moore, Mary Eva-Young, Hope
Brown, Elsie Cranford, Stuart
Horton, Parks Hudson.

—Sixth Grade — Lucy McNee-
ly, Cora Freeze, Alma Culp, Vita
Rodgers, Everette Cloaninger,
Carroll Beaty, Charles Moore,
Henry Hudson, Lewis Brantley,
Frank Moore, Gibbon Moores.
Seventh Grade — Catherine
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JUNE 24

the Pen
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Movie: Jack London +
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Voices From jMacNeil/
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E. Gould

Movie: Fisal Alliance + (1989,
Drama) D. Hasselhoft
- |llﬂvll: Deceptions * g990
: Davi
Movie: Armed and Dangerous *+
(1886, Comedy) J. Candy

(:20) Rosebud *x (1975,
Suspense) P. 0'Toole
Movie: Raising Arizona w4 w
(1987, Comedy) N. Cage
(:45) Looss Cannons - (1990, Action

Movie: Withoat Waraing: The
.| James Brady Story B. Bridges

700 Club With Pat
State of the Naturai
World

.Robertson

IHitcheock IGmn Acres [Best of SNL

Mini-Dragons
China Beach

Suspense) H. Hamlin,

’ t* (1982. Dﬁnﬂ)EMmtpanery.

|sma of the Natural

World
World News
P.OV.
News
1Gunsmoke
Program
Bread From |Success-N-Life

lPIM

- |Quantum Leap

I(:all to Glory

9:30 | 1opm | 10:30 | 11PM

Mavie: Case of the Hillside Stranglers &+

Comedy, ESP) G. Hackman, D. Aykroyd

(:35) Pair
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llmnﬂun

e —
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