Mooresville has got to start
giving more than lip'service to one
of its favorite catchphrases, “or-
derly growth.” The plain, simple
and increasingly-painful truth is,
governments — hence taxpayers
— are being taken advantage of.
They have assumed they must at-
tract industrial, commerical and
residential development at all
costs.

That is a shortsighted and
potentially disastrous assump-
tion. Already, they are watching
chickens come home to roost, and
they have to see the all-costs con-
cept is too expensive.
Mooresville’s and the county’s
public services are approaching
overload. The town is facing major
expansion of its sewage collection
and treatment facilities. The
cheese can only get more binding.
The cost of keeping pace can only
go up, and at a rate far exceeding
revenue realized from growing tax
bases. So the hurrier muinicipal
and county governments go the be-
hinder they get.

So more of the costs must be
paid by developers. We've got to
get our policies in line with those
other municipalities and highly-
urbanized counties have enforced
for decades. For example, try
building a shopping center some-
where else without bringing
streets and roads up to standards
needed to handle the additional
traffic. For another, try opening a
residential subdivision elsewhere
without curb and gutter.

By permitting homesites

would you rather have curb and
gutter or an open drainage ditch
in front of your house?

Require this small refinement
now and everybody wins. The
developer recovers his invest-
ment through lots that sell for
more because they're worth more.
The resident has a more attractive
and a more functional home. The
town has less street-maintenance
responsibility — and a tad more
assessed value.

Developers who know they've
been getting away with murder
will scream to high heaven about
being forced to provide housing
out of financial reach of people
who need it. But then, they also
continue to bellyache about not
being compensated for having to
extend water and sewer through
their properties to accommodate
the next developer.

Do not allow property to be
developed unless developers
agrees to common-sense condi-
tions that clearly are in the
public’s best interests. These con-
ditions must be met sooner at the
developer's expense, not later at
public expense.

This is a reprint of a Tribune
opinion piece published Nov. 29,
1989. Last week, the Town Board
moved to resume requiring residen-
tial developers to provide curb and
gutter. During the discussion lead-
ing to that decision, Mayor Joe Knox
said that “by not having these re-
quirements, we basically ruined two
of the nicest subdivisions to come to
Mooresville.”

The gerrymonster is coming

One on one
By D.G. Martin
Have you seen the proposed
redistricting maps?
Don’t look at them. They will
make you weep. I am talking about
the maps that show the proposed
redrawn congressional and state
legislative districts.
Every 10 years, after the census,
our General Assembly redraws
lines for legislative districts to
reflect population changes. The
process always creates a storm of
controversy, especially among
legislators whose districts are
affected.
Underneath the simple objec-
tive and balancing the population
in each district there are always
currents and cross currents of
other objectives that have to do
with partisan politics, racial
balance, court mandates and per-
sonal rivalries.
Maybe that explains why the
new proposed districts look so
stupid. But maybe it doesn’t.
Take, for instance, the proposed
congressional districts. Tradition-
ally, North Carolina congres-
sional districts have been formed
by grouping contiguous counties.
Counties were not split into dif-
ferent districts. But after the 1880
census, to make the populations in
each Congressional district just
about equal, the legislature
divided a few counties—only five.
It probably had to be done to meet
the ever-tightening
“one-man/one-vote” standards re-
quired by the courts. But it has
been a nuisance in the counties
that were split up.
+“Who is our congressman?”
' people in those counties ask. Do
. these citizens have two represen-
. tatives?.Or.none? " ‘
+The new proposed 12th district

yuld compound the confusion by

dividing six more counties. Why?
Apparently, the new district was
designed by partisan Democrats
to take concentrated areas of
Republican voting strength from
several other districts. Although
the 12th will have a Republican
congressional representative, the
Democrats think they will have a
better chance in the other
districts.

In other words, it is a classic
gerrymander. It shouldn't work.
And it won't. If Democrats in the
legislature try to force it to work
they will pay a price like the one
they paid 30 years ago when con-
gressional lines were drawn to
“get” Republican representative
Charles Jonas. Voters sent Jonas
back to Washington and elected
Republican Jim Broyhill to keep
him company in Congress.

In 1992, voters in newly split-up
counties will be angry about their
inconvenience and confusion.

If splitting up six counties is a
mistake, what about 16? One
proposal for creating a majority
black district in the east would
split that many more counties. of
course, the legislature's goal is to
assure the election of at least one
black congressman.

That is a good goal. But there
must be a way to do it-without
breaking up so many counties.
State Rep. Mickey Michaux says
that it might be better for the
legislature to assure that black
candidates could have a good
chance to win in several districts,
rather than to isolate the bulk of
black political power in one
district. S

'D.G. Martin of -Chapel - Hill ‘is
secretary to the University of North
Carolina. He shares ‘_t_hes_q opinions

with state newspapers.

As a prospective homeowner,

’51_253

. -

e —
7

~—
Lez-% Tiay RPN

= ——= SN

= 2=

Uncle Dan from Doolie says
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On seeming, but not being

A clipping Ed Doolittle brung to
the session at the country store
Saturday night shows where a
nine-year-old outfit in Texas final
is gitting some attention. It is Bat
Conservation International, and it
still has a way to go before it
catches the public fancy. When
you draw up your list of tough
jobs, Ed said, bat praise agent has
got to be clost to the top. Right up
there with climbing a fence lean-
ing at you, kissing a girl leaning
away from you and living up to
your compliments.

The bat’s public image is so bad
until all the animal rights groups
have give up on it. It is ugly by all
standards, Ed noted, even if it
don’t fly around at night and suck
the blood out of sleeping babies.
Nobody cares if the bat is a
dangered species as long as it is
one somewhere else, was Ed's
words.

But the item went on to say bats
are more afraid of us than we are
of them, and we ought to think of
em as friends that eat mosquiters
and other bugs that otherwise
would be eating us. A feller in the
love the bat club said he and other
members put out boxes witp open
bottoms fer em to sleep in during
the day, and he said they aint
bothered by flying insects at night.
He said folks that think mice are
cute can think of bats as mice in
hang gliders.

Ed said one reason he clipped
that item was to show how the
public will see any image it is told
in the right way to see. Fer instant,
he said, as soon as the press got
out of military control the image
of Irock switched from smart
bombs and Patriot missiles to
mangled, starving and freezing
human beings. Nelson Mandela is
a long suffering saint burdened
with a mean spirited wife, Ed
went on, because he has con-
vinced the image makers that’s
what he is.

The fellers took some interest
in Republican Ed's report.
Democrat Clem Webster said he
would pass up mentioning the cost
of changing President Bush’s
image from wimp to righteous
warrior, and that he would move
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Fer sure, all Guvernments at all
levels turn the image makers and the
taxrpayers to their advantage. —Ed
Doolittle

on to the public being took in by

images done with smoke and mir-
rors. Fer sure, he said, all guvern-
ments at all levels turn the image
makers and the taxpayers to their
advantage.

Clem reminded that all guvern-
ments are making budgets and are
trying to present em in the best
light. They are saying and the
papers are reporting that they are
gitting big bangs out of ever buck.
They trot out the dogs and ponies
and the papers run the pictures.
The public is told that spending is
down and services up. When the
smoke clears, this means that
even though more administrators
are hired, the department budget
still weighs in five percent lighter
than the 30 percent increase the
director ask fer. That is the case
from the courthouse to the White
House, was Clem’s words.

Bug Hookum said he-saw merit
in Clem’s lament, but Ed was on
target with the image makers. Bug
said he has took note where the
Federal budget news is focused
on defense because it's on the
public mind. Domestic programs
ain’t near as glamorous, Bug said,
and you got to dig to find mention
of the third biggest item in the
whole budget, after Social
Security and defense.

It is $210 billion in interest, Bug
said, and what kind of image can
you give it?
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You wouldn’t need to see the
goat to know that it has been cap
tured if you passed along Center
avenue anywhere between Main
and Church streets Tuesday after -
noon. That fleet-footed animal, so
dear to the heart of Uncle Silas :
McLaughlin, was frightened away
from eating coal behind Rankin’s -
store last week. It was brought
back into captivity Tuesday morn-
ing when several young boys
found the old fellow securely fas-
tened to a cluster of bushes in
Oscar Brawley’s pasture, where
the short rope it wore about his
neck became tangled and held
fast. Mr. McLaughlin has taken his
goat back to his farm after giving
him a haircut and trimming his
whishers, which gave the beast
the appearance of a visit to a
beauty parlor where young shieks
get their hair all mussed up with
Saturday night stuff, only the
goat's odor is not quite so bad. Mr.
Claude Mayhew will be thorough-
ly convinced that Mr. McLaughlin
has a strong, robust goat when he
returns from New York.

Misses Tommie Nesbit, Vir-
ginia Munday, Dorothy Morrison,
of Statesville; and Helen Nail of
Troutman, spent several days
here last week the guests of Miss
Irene Smith.

Mr. Neel Stewart, who has been
doing work in the government
agricultural department in
Florida for the past year, is
spending sometime here with his
father, Mr. J.A. Stewart.

Messrs. Frank B. Freeze, Roy
Melchor and sons, Masters Char-
les and Hugh Melchor, left the
first of the week for Asheville,
where they were joined by Mr.
Lonnie Smith, a brother-in-law of
Mr. Freeze. The party will spend a
week out in the mountains of

N&rth - Caroling,” Virginia,” and &

Tennessee, having taken a camp- ‘g
ing outfit prepared to enjoy the
great outdoor life.

Miss Lillian Plyler and Mr.
George Brigman were married in
Rock Hill, S.C., on Monday, July 4,
in the American Legion Hut in the
presence of about one thousand
people. This young couple has the
honor of being the first couple
ever to be married in the Hut.
They were accompanied by Mr.
and Mrs. M.L. Jolly and Mr. LL.D.
Cook.

Carrol Beaty, who has been in
New York for sometime, has
returned to his home in this city.
He is a son of Mr. E.D. Beaty, who
has been quite unwell for some-
time, and Carrol will assist his
father with the rural mail
deliveries, and otherwise look
after his father’s interest until
there is some improvement in his
parent’s condition.

Mr. R.O. Miller Wednesday
morning received a message from
Mrs. Miller, stating that her
mother, Mrs. J.H. Hinton, died at
her home at Blackwell, Okla,,
Tuesday night at 8 o’clock. Mrs.
Hinton was 60 years of age, and

. had been an invalid for about 18
months. Mrs. Miller and her son,
T.D., who have been at the old
home for sometime, were with

" Mrs. Hinton at the time of her

- death. .

~ The. following announcement

has been received by friends: -
“Mr. and Mrs. C.0. Cashion ‘an-
“nounce: the marriage - of their

daughter, Minnie Cashion, to Mr.
iam'Mundy on S:
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