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Advice For Hunting Safety

While North Carolina hunters
wearing blaze orange are safer in
the woods this year, wildlife en-
forcement officers are reminding
them that hunter safety begins at
home.

*“Statistics show that 60 percent of
the number of firearm accidents
occur in the home, and most of them
occur at close range,” Jim Twiford,
a safety lieutenant in the N.C.
Wildlife Commission’s Enforcement
Division, said. *‘Firearms should be
stared unloaded in the home. Many
times, hunters take their firearms
out of storage and find they have
been loaded the entire season.

“Another safety precaution is
keeping firearms clean,” Twiford
said. “Dust can cause guns to
malfunction.”

a hunter reaches his hunting spot in
the woods.

The North Carolina General
Assembly addressed a major hunter
safety concern last summer when it
enacted a law requiring big game
hunters to wear hunter, or
fluorescent, orange that can be seen
from all sides. North Carolina’s
hunters are complying with the law
and many even seem relieved that
they can easily spot a fellow hiinter.
During the 1986 season, several
people were killed in hunting ac-
cidents when they were mistaken for
game.

“‘Another hunting safety tip is to
be aware of the area behind the
target,” Twiford said. “Hunters get
excited, but they should be sure of

-

NC Wildlife Officers Crack Down On Code Violators

Wildlife enforcement ofhcers have
charged 44 people in a five-county
region with illegal deer kills during a
week-long investigation dubbed
“‘Operation Wolfpack"’,

From sunset Oct. 11 to sunrise Oct.
18, 23 officers under the commans of
Maj. C.J. Smith of the N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commission were
dispatched to areas in Northampton,
Halifax, Edgecomb, Warren and
Franklm counties to look for people

When Operation Wolfpack ended, .
officers had made 26 night deer

hunting — also called firelighting —
cases, had charged two._people with
illegal doe kills, charged-one with
simple possession of marijuana,
made cases on 17 other
miscellaneous violations and
recovered one stolen vehicle.

“We'd had reports from sport-
smen of people hunting from the
road before the season opened,”

'illegally huntingdeer_at -night—Maj—Smith—who—oversees field

violating other wildlife laws.
Wildlife officers met jointly to plan
their strategy. Some went to the
woods and fileds in cars and jeeps,
some used boats to patrol the
Roancke River and others were

operations for the commission's
enforcement division said *‘Sport-
smen in those counties had also
reported incidents of illegal deer
kills last season.”

With the eastern deer season

operation has deterred night deer
hunting in those areas, but officers
are still making arrests.

“As long as there are deér and a
person has a reason to be out there
with a weapon — that is to say if 8
hunting season is in — there’s a
segment of the population that’s
going to hunt deer at night,” Smith
said. “And we’re not just enforcing
the night deer hunting law. We're
enforcing the laws that require
Vllcensesiggglng and reportmg deer

and violations county
wildlife laws."”

Several of the night deer huntmg
arrests made involved pairs of
vehicles. Persons in the first vehicle
shine a light looking for deer, while

Guns should be kept unloaded until assigned to aircraft surveillance, already in its sixth week, the those in the second vehicle carry the

their target before they shoot.”
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weapons and shoot the deer.

“People try to get around the law
that prohibits shining a light from a
vehicle that is carrying a weapon,”
Smith said. “But the courts have
upheld our charges when the front
vehicles acts as the spotter (shining
the light in search of deer) and the
second vehicle is the carrier of the
firearm.

““The courts have ruled that this is
a joint effort between two parties to
take deer with the aid of artificial
light, and the conviction rate has
been high,” Smith said. * If the
courts didn’t uphold this, there
would be little a wildlife officer

could do wunder these cir-
cumstances.”
Several more such special

operations are planned for areas

Air Force Recruiters In

around the state. Officers will worl(
ingroupsandwilluseaxrcraftamt
boats to look for -wildlife law:
violators.
“Our officers’ safety is- a hlgh
priority in these operations,” Smith
said. “Our policylstohaveasecond
officer present when any officer-i&
working night deer hunting ¢ases ot 3
any other dangerous situation. Thé: :
officers will notify -other local of<
ficers and_the tel; :
center in Raleigh of the license plate. R
number and a description of the:
suspicious vehicle, and the number }
of occupants in the vehicle before
the  vehicle is stopped, In many:
instances, the second officer wi :
observe without making his'

presence known to the wolators'

unless needed.”

Southeast Have Good Year

The 3503rd was recently named the'S -

Air Force recruiters recently
completed another successful year,
and those in the Southeastern United
States surpassed all others because
of their ability to attract doctors,
nurses and other health care
professionals into Air Force blue
uniforms. )

The 3503rd U.S. Air Force
Recruiting Group, headguartered
here, covers 12 Southeastern and
states, plus
Washington, D.C. and Puerto Rico.

Public Prefers
Products Made
In U.S.A.

“Buy American" is a fine idea to
most consumers but they have
trouble telling American-made
brands from imports.

Two out of three people — actually
68 percent — a new survey finds,
report they try to buy Made In
U.S.A. brands. Moreover, one out of
three feels ‘‘guilty’”’ when
knowlingly buying something im-
ported.

However, asked to tell the dif-
ference from a list of imported and
domestic brands, only 26 percent are
right, 21 percent are wrong and the

© majority — 53 percent — cannot

make a judgment either way:

Higher-income people do "best,
correctly - distinguishing domestic
from imported brands 42 percent of
the time. However, along with
professionals and younger .people,
they are among those who make the
least effort to “Buy American.” Of
the people who feel guilty, only 55
percent try to purchase American
products.

Those were the findings of a new
national survey, ‘“‘Americans and
Their Money/1987", conducted by
Money magazine. The magazine
asked the financial decision-makers
of 2,250 households about buying
American and whether 10 familiar
brands are made here or elsewhere.

Says Dr. Seymour Lieberman,
whose New York research firm
conducts the Money surveys, “If we
want more people to ‘Buy
American,’ more should be done to

. educate the public. There’s a lot of

sentiment to select American-made
brands among people who can't

“differentiate.”

Air Force's top recruiting group for:
the fiscal year ending September 30. :
We'll always need bright, young,:

high school and college graduates to:
keep the Air Force flying,” Lt. Col.:
James E. Watson, 3503rd com-:
mander, said. "Attractmg medical :
professnonals continues to be our
biggest challenge.”

The '03rd more than met this

challenge by commissioning 37:
137 nurses and:
numerous other medical specialists :
like dentists, pharmacists and:
“We've :
been able to exceed our goals:
because the Air Force offers an'
excellent program of compensation |
and entitlements,” Colonel Watson :
said. *‘We're also fortunate to have :

physicians,

hospital administrators.

the best recruiters in the country,

knowledgeable recruiters who can ; ...
explain Air Force benefits and @

programs in a way such:
professionals understand and ap-
preciate.

Some of the benefits the colonel
mentioned (
vacation with pay each year, an
excellent retirement plan for those
who qualify, and medical and dental
care. In addition, a recent survey °
shows physicians are joining the Air -

Force for other reasons as well: to, -
see a variety of patients; provide .
medical care without regard to the *
patient's ability to pay; and for'a -
varied and challenging career-op- -

portunity.

The Air Force maintains a global
medical operation -- from walk-in
clinics to a 1,000-bed hospital and a
worldwide aen;omedlcal evacuation
system. To support such a complex
operation, so vital to military
readiness and national security, Air
Force recruiters in this area, and
throughout the country, must

continue to meet their biggest

challenge.
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