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South Iredell lost its season-
opening game, but may have found
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Childress Triumphs In Rebounding Battle With Airborne Mus

something more useful in the
process.

The visiting varsity basketball
Vikings of veteran head coach Gary
Sherrill fell victim to a pair of free
throws in the game’s final seconds to
suffer a season-christening, 49-48
loss at East Lincoln last Wednesday
night.

It was the first game of the season
for both teams, who used to play
each other on an annual basis when
both competed in the now-deceased
Western Piedmont Conference.

Nowadays, South Iredell flys a
charter membership in the Foothills

. Athletic Conference, while East

Lincoln in one of the original
members of the Big Six Confernce.

Despite the result, the Iredell
County guests may have pocketed
something more valuable, namely
some much-needed confidence the
boys basketball program in general
at South Iredell dearly needs.

The Vikings overcame some
early-game struggles, referred to as
“'first-game blues'' by Sherrill, built
as much as a six-point advantage,
and still maintained the lead late in
the game before the two free throws
with five seconds left served as the
nails that sealed the guests’ coffin.

“Our greatest need right now,”
confirmed Sherrill, popping the cork
on this his and the school’s 21st year,

. “is buflding confidence. I feel like

we made a step in that direction
against East Lincoln. We got off toa
poor start and still felt like we could
have won the game. The call at the
end ol the game could have gone
either way. Plus, if we could have
connected on some more of our shots
in that fourth quarter, it would have
never come down to that last play.
We're still not at full capacity yet,
and we've got a long ways to go. but
for our first game, it was just about
what ] expected.” <.

Boys basketball at’ South Iredell
has fallen on hard times, of late,
with the Vikings fashioning back-to-
back seasons among the second
division members of the FAC.

Only a late-season peaking per-
formance two years ago, when the
Vikings avenged a disappointing
regular-season by capturing
championship honers in the first-
ever FAC tournament, has
prevented the past two years from
being a total waste.

“Some of these guys have been
around the past twa years,” noted
Sherrill, ““and they remember what
we've been through. We surely don't
want to peak too soon, but we want to
prove that we are a much better
team."” L

South Iredell began its efforts
towards proving that last week and
nearly made their initial effort a
success despite managing only six
points in their first regulation
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Loss Builds Confidence For Vikings

quarter of play.

South still managed to command
the 6-5 lead after one period of play,
and the Vikings increased that by a
point during the second frame,
registering a 17-16 advantage to take
a 23-21 cushion into the locker rooms
at the intermission break.

“After our slow start,” revealed
Sherrill, *“we put on a full-court
press that picked up the tempo of the
game and put it more in our favor.
That right there gave us confidence,
knowing that we could overcome a
bad start and still stay in the game."

And stay in it they did, even
though the host Mustangs won their
first, and only, qudrter scoring
battle of the night just after the
halftime break with a 14-11 spread
that put them ahead by a point en-
tering the decisive eight minutes of
play.

In that fourth period, both tgams
flip-flopped with the lead, with South

enjoying a one-point advantage on a
jump shot with 18 seconds to play.

East Lincoln then opted to hold for
the last shot, and on a drive to the
bucket, a South player was called for
a blocking foul that put the
Mustangs at the free throw line.

“It was a bang-bang play that
could have gone either way," judged
Sherrill. “It was close to being a
charge; too."”

East Lincoln's Kent Cloninger,
held scoreless all night, connected
on both free throws to put his team
back on top with five seconds left.

South managed to get off a last-
ditch attempt, but it fell short of the
mark.

South Iredell's offensive attack
featured eight weapons, with only
one of them cracking the double-
digit barrier.

That was senior Gerald Childress,
a non-starter fresh off the-history-
making football team, who totalled
10 points to lead all Vikes, Mark
Work finished the game with a team
second-best nine points, while Nicky
Adams, Kevin Howell and Keith
James all fashioned eight-point
showings to provide South with a
balanced team effort. Jimmy Cox,
the other Vike producing points,
finished with five.

The Vikings, one of two South
Iredell casualties on.a full day of
basketball action in the East Lincoln
gym — joining the jayvee girls in
suffering a defeat while both the
jayvee boys and varsity girls
christened their seasons with wins —
enter this their first full week of play
with a pair of games on tap.

South Iredell was slated to make
its home-court debut last (Tuesday)
night against Central Cabarrus prior
to returning the favor by visiting the ..
identically-named Vikings Friday
night.
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the state's conferences.

District V.

Mooresville’s old WPC.

additionally dulled.

Over the past two years, those teams have more than held
their own against what competition they have been able to
find. They have played random schedules, hooking up with op-
ponents at the latter’s convenience, and have relied more on
individual success rather than overall team ac-

complishments.

But this year, thanks to some favorable string pulling, that

is no longer the case.

This past fall, Senior High's Devilette volleyball team
became associated with a conference in midstream and rode
that affiliation to produce one of, if not, the most successful
displays of bumping, setting and spiking ever seen at the

The Art Of String Pulling

- Touching All The Bases: Several years back, when
. statewide reorganization took place, there was some concern
- voiced over Mooresville's situtation when the Blue Devils
- were moved from 3A status to 2A. Some immediately took it as
* a slap in the face, a downgrading of the school’s predominate-
~ ly successful overall athletic program. The move came on the
" heels of one of Senior High’s most stellar complete yearly
- showings ever, one that featured a steady stream of successful
" teams from fall through the spring that allowed Mooresville to
tie much bigger, and usually better, Statesville for what was
then the Western Piedmont Conference’s Wachovia Cup. It is
this Cup that, based on a simple point system, annually
recognizes the most outstanding athletic program in each of

Some of this concern surfaced upon the realization that
Mooresv’il? would be placed in the well-known Southern

T Conference, an established circuit that prides
itself not only on its local but even statewide success rate in
the so-called major sports, those of football, basketball and
baseball. However, and admittedly, the SD-7 does take a much
different view of the other not-so-major sports than, say,

Right off the bat, Senior High lost several of its sports,
among them cross country, volleyball, and wrestling, to con-
ference affiliation and forced those teams to perform as in-
dependents. There was never any danger of the school losing
those squads altogether, but with no conference to call their
own, their already dim limelight, with each taking place dur-
ing seasons dominated by one of the three major sports, was

school. The Lady Devils crafted an undefeated regular season,

winning the combined SD7-Rocky River Conference cham-
pionship in the process, and advanced into the final round of
eight in search for a coveted state title before being
eliminated. It represented the farthest any volleyball team

from Mooresville has ever reached.

Despite the team’s record‘grwm]

ther than its regular-season fikale had it not been tied in witha

conference,

“Tis winter now, and basketball has moved into center
stage. Mooresville’s grapplers, though, are now once again

d not lisive gone any far-

able to wrestle some of that spotlight back in their direction.

After spending the last two seasons as independents, and
during that time producing a sparkling array of individual-
talent .that has attracted statewide recognition, the Blue
Devils welcome the return ‘of conference “affiliation this
season, which for them has already begun, Mooresville, once
again thanks to some friendly negotiations, will be among the
three SD-7 members to wrestle competitively as a member of
the Big Six Conference, a 3A circuit,

In both of those leagues separate ;
enough members fielding wrestling teams to make the sport
qualify for conference honors. However, in a combining effort, -
the league is now made up of seven members, a healthy
number for any league. In addition to Mooresville, other SD-7. .
schools joining the Big Six in wrestling only are Newton-
Conover and. West Lincoln, Those three join charter BSC
members St. Stephens, Hibriten, West Caldwell, and East Lin-

coln to form the combined conference,

As a result, it is conceivable, though perhaps unlikely,
a school from the 2A ranks could win the 3A league’s regular-
season championship, then advance into 2A postseason play
and reign as state champions in that classification. Even
though they are competing in a 3A league, once the regular-
season ends, the three SD-7 schools will send their qualifiers

into the 2A portion the of state playoffs.

Steve Young, Mooresville’s fifth-season athletic director,
was cited as the one responsible for bonding the volleyball
team into its conference. He’s probably also the one primarily —
in charge of sewing up the league ties for the wrestling team.
If so, then his knack for constructive string-pulling may beun- -

matched in his field.

The Last Of The Last: Throughout the high school football
season, I've been featuring articles on the weekly happenings
within both the SD-7 and Foothills Athletic Conference,
leagues that house, respectively, Mooresville and South -
Iredell. As of this past post-Thanksgiving weekend, the com- -

piling has stopped.

- The buck officially ends here, as Bunker Hill, the last re-
maining survivor from either league, was ousted from the
state playoffs Saturday night, 37-0 by SD-7 executioner Mt..
Airy, a team that moved into the third round following a 35-29
‘killing of Southern District regular-season champion Newton-
Conover. The game was delayed from Friday because of rain.-
The Bears, the last of the three teams to earn a playoff

berth from the SD-7, finished their season at 11-2, with the »

other loss coming to Newton-Conover.’

“Of the combined six teams to make the playoffs from both
leagues, the FAC’s Statesville and SD-7's Maiden were ousted.
‘in round one, while round two casualties included the FAC’s. .

that

North and South Iredell, and the SD-7's Newton-Conover.

" Big Kids Left With No Place To Play: I see where the '
ent wrapped up its month- .~
long youth basketball registration period as of Monday. That's . -
all find and dandy. But what about us big kids? Where are we

‘Mooresville. Recreation

7

going to play this winter?

It looks like there will be no adult basketball league
anywhere in the immediate area this year, and that's a
downright shame. Heck, as of this past October, I even
qualify, though just barely, for an 30-and-over league.” =
1 can't put my finger on the reason why. I can’t even offera
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ly, neither featured -

= SPORT SIDE

honors, but privately he more than likely does. And with good ‘

reasor.

- Mayhew’s Vikings put together their finest season ever, :
one that saw them wrap up a share of second-place and ad- .
vance into the second-round of postseason play. Okay, so all--
conference.honors are gendered on regular-season play only. |
Still, it would seem that more than two Vikings; with one of
them going as a specialist, would merit league-wide attention.

If my calculations are correct, regular-season champion
North Iredell, as expected, paves the way with eight all-
conference players, with one of them earning both an offen- ,

‘sive and defensive team nod. That seems fitting. However,
this does not. Three teams that finished lower in the standings
than did either of the teams that shared second featured more
all-conference performers, Third-place finisher Wilkes Cen-
tral padded its roster with seven all-league players, while
North Surry fashioned six of its own. And even West Iredell, a
step away from finishing in the league cellar, featured three
all-FAC Warriors. Meanwhile, Statesville and South Iredell,

the ¢o runners-up, fielded only two apiece.

It’s revelations such as this, with votes being cast from the
head coaches who are prohibited-from:voting for-their 6wn
players, that leads one to suspect that such a system is flawed.
It would seem only natiral that the teams enjoying the most
success would reflect that with individual accolades.

But such is not the case. Regardless, when considering the |
options, South Iredell can find satisfaction in the fact that its -
season lasted just as long as North Iredell’s and longer than all .

the rest.
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Come to Denver Homes
On Saturday 8:30-5:00
Register to Win A

FREE FLORIDA VACATION

(6 Days/5 Nights)
No Purchase Necessary

With Purchase of A
BELLCREST HOME
Enjoy a Florida Vacation

(6 Days and 5 Nights)
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Telephone
Dryer.

eft., Range,
Microwave,

Energy
Dishwasher,
Stereo, Coffeemaker,
Mounted, 1200 Watt
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Dakwood Mobile Homes

2 & 3 Bedroom Homes

Spacious Garden Tub. Solid house type
construction. Energy Eff. insulation

package (For cold climate winters)

storm windows. Extra large bedrooms

with 2 hathrooms.

Flexible Down Payments
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Mooresville To Cf{prisfenv

With sneakers laced and uniforms
precisely in place, Mooresville
Senior High prepares to tip off its
1987-88 prep basketball season early
next week, . : -

Senior High, readying for its third
season as a member of the Southern
District VII Conference; breaks-th
ice on a new cage campaign Tues-
day, with two of its teams making
their debut at home and the other
twodchrlstening the season on the
road.

Mooresville’s varsity Blue Devils
and Devilettes receive the honor of
opening their new seasons on a spit-
shined and polished Senior High
gym floor, doing so by entertaining

cross-county rival Statesville Tues-

day evening.

Action is tabled to get underway
with the girls game at 6:30 p.m.

Earlier in ‘the afternoon,. the
school’s junior varsity girls and boys
teams reserve the right to become
the first teams to play, as they will
do s0 by visiting Statesville,

:,l‘hose games, which also begin
with girls play, feature a 4 p.m. star-
ting time Tuesday. )

In addition to the names and faces
of the players, there is also one new
coach in the line-up this season.

With Mark Quiifin, the boys junior
varsity coach the past two seasons,

called home for fatherly duty upon

the recent arrival of a new family

ad a8 well as being burdoned..

with-the responsibilities of moving

into a new house, Lee Sullivan, an =

assistant to varsity head coach Al.

Jones the past four seasons, has
taken over the vacated jayveereins.
Quinn is expected to return to the
post next season. ’ S
Elsewhere, the same coaches are

back to guide their same teams.
*In addition to Jones, who will be

popping the cork on his 11th season
as head coach of the varsity Devils,
Tuesday's game will open the third *

season at the varsity Devilette helm
for Steve Brooks,

At the jayvee level, newcomer
Sullivan will be joined by veteran
Baby Lady Devil mentor Cheryl

. Crawford, preparing to embark on __

4 her fourth season inicharge of what

kv she jokingly refers to as her “tribe.”
5 _ Allfour teams open a full schedule

of activity Tuesday, a regular-
season of continued contests that
won't slow until late February, and
gnly then for the jayvees, as the var-
sity units will then continue play into
¢arly March, if not beyond,

i Of the four teams, the varsity Blue
evils have the toughest act to

vilettes are coming off extremely

¥d for. the mogt ayins in a season

tellar season that included the
championship crown of the annual
Christmas Tournament, a second
straight regular-season conferente

bbon. :
The 23 wins, against only a trio of

fbecome only the second boys team
at the school to reach the 20-win
plateau.

' As for the varsity Devilettes, they

year's 6-16 overall showing. ..
Both teams of jayvees finished
among the top two in the SD-7 race

cess.

Tuesday's games against
Statesille open two full weeks of pre-
Christmas holiday non-conference

1Coaches Are
1Needed At

Rec.Dept.

You know how much you like to sit
in the stands, or perhaps in front.of
the television set, and second-quess
basketball coaches?

hand decisions involving what's tak-

sometimes against, your own team,
It's coming courtesy of the.

Mooresville Recreation Depart- -
ment; - which is seeking several .
coaches at several Jevels of its youth -

basketball program.

According to Wanda McKenzie,
athletic director, coaches are being "=
sought.to guide several of the youth ..

league teams.

1f this sort of opportunity seems
right for you, contact McKenzie at -
the recreation department as soon ..

of Monday. ;

Those leagues with enoin.gh_f
players registered are already being .
with teams, and practices -

are scheduled to begin shortly. -

Players are still being sought for -
.the girls Midget League, and the:
boys Senior League. So far, fewer ..
than the required number of players
needed  to fill the leagues have -

ollow, although all but the varsity -

ccessful campaigns, K
Last year, the Devils set a school

title, and the SD-7 tournament blue -
tdefeats, allowed last year's team to -
'will be out looking to avenge last ~

and are eying repeats of similar suc- :

Now's your chance to make first-

ing place on the court for, and

tion for players, which is
béing extended in two of the planned- - -
leagues, was scheduled towindupas

play for the teams. They will also

face Kings Mountain on a home-and-
home basis during that time.

.The varsity squads wil then once

- again take part in the annual Iredell

- County Holiday Tournament in

Statesville just after Christmas,

~with the Devils looking to defend

their crown, before all four teams

wind up non-league play in early

January.

Play within the SD-7 will then
crank up in mid January and dates
with conference foes will fill the re-
mainder of the slate,

Other members of the SD-7 are
Maiden, West Lincoln, Newton-
Conover, Cherryville, Bandys,
Bunker Hill, and Bessemer City.

With those will all be familiar foes,
the playing procedure that will be
followed this season is all new.

-~ Unlike ~last- season; -when the
jayvee games were held at opposite
sites’ on' same playing days; this
year, marathon outings will be
played, with all four games taking
place the same day at the same site.
In addition to the statewide

employment of the three-point line, . -

Cage Season

SD-7 varsity games will alsofeature -
three officials instead of the two that =
were used last year. .

Beginning with Tuesday night's
openers against Statesyille, the com-
plete Mooresville Senior High *
regular-season basketball schedule,
with home games in all caps,
follows:

Dec. 8.............. STATESVILLE
11255 | I at Statesville
Dec.15......... KINGS MOUNTAIN
Dec. 18........., at Kings Mountain
Dec. 28-30..... Holiday Tournament
Jan.5.............l at East Lincoln
Jan. 8............. EAST LINCOLN
Jan. 12.......... .00l at Maiden
Jan. 15............ WEST LINCOLN
Jan. 19.......... at Newton-Conover
Jan. 22............ CHERRYVILLE
Jan. 26................00 at Bandys
Jam. 29............... at Bunker Hill
Feb.2........... BESSEMER CITY
Feb.5.................... MAIDEN
Feb.S.............. at West Lincoln
Feb.12....... NEWTON-CONOVER
Feb.15............... at Cherryville
Feb. 19................... BANDYS
Feb.23............. BUNKER HILL
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_ Jones Wins 2nd Contest Drawing

And the second and final lucky winner is...drum roll please...
Dorothy Jones. In the second of the two drawings for a $25 sav-
{ings bond presented by Citizens Savings & Loan that took
place last Friday, an entry by Jones was picked as the winning
‘one. As a result, Jones, holding her lucky entry, receives a $25
8 check from Charlie McDaniel, consumer loan officer at
;Cntlzens..Throughout the 10-week-long running of the annual
Mooresville Tribune high school and college football contest,
every one who entered the contest at least once automatically
'became eligible for the drawings. The winner of the first $25
‘was Carol Donaldson. With the second drawing, conducted at
the Tribune Nov. 20, the 28th yearly staging of the football con-
test, sponroed by a host of area merchants and businesses, of-
lly draws to a close.. o S }

————— "% SCOTT CONSTRUCTION
~/ . JOHN V. BARGER,-LTD. Q A
— INTERNATIONAL INVESTMENTS

1620 DAVIE AVENUE * STATESVILLE, NC 28677 U.S.A.

TELEPHONE: 704-873:0267

T " RESIDENTIAL BUILDERS
NEW CONSTRUCTION ® CUSTOM HOMES ® DECKS
ADDITIONS ® WOOD SIDING

FREE ESTIMATES '
663-6773/663-7435

MARK R. SCOTT

WE RESERVE THE RIGHT

SPECIAL HOLIDAY STORE HOURS:

TO LIMIT QUANTITIES.
DUE TO THE NATURE OF OUR BUSINESS,

PILLOWS

Choose from an assortment of
_fabrics and sizes in many col-
ors & designs.

PRICES GOOD TH
QUARTITY BIGHTS BE
OPEH 140H.,

3-SPEED 15 LB. THRUST
12 VOLT ELECTRIC

TROLLING MOTOR

Features: Permanent magnet, heavy duty motor
- with stainless stee! prop shaft and 3-position
= spaed switch.controls, 2 blade weedless pro-
'peller, corrosion  resistant Sea-
>/for salt- &, frash water fishing,-and adjustab
.- Steering tension-ieaves-hands free tor castin :
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nd or"sectlbn'ég%)la ag&&ﬂ!ﬁ L RIS s

Durable 48",

c 14 Bau(t;‘o

opper Battery
Cable. - &

12-Volt Battery
Notlncluded. -

A complete shoe care kit including
power handle, two brushes, two ap-
“oToplicatorsand storagetray.

RULLY POSEABLE. ‘B
JORTED CHARACTERS

Hyde® coating -

A'

QUANTITY RIGHTS RESERVED

OPEN MON., TUES., WED. & SAT. 9:30-9,
THURS. & FRI. 9:30-10, SUN. 'TIL 6

1500 WATT
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ing required. Can be
used on desk or wall,
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nly 68 lbs.|
Compact - 13%"W

Pulse/tons swit X 13%"D X 20"H.

chable, Last number Tough enough for the big jobs. Powerful
redial. Mute button enaugh to run refrigerator/freezer,”air condi-
16.5"x9.5x4.5" joners, power tools, TV's and furnace fans—|

eatute 15 amp circuit breaker with manual
relsase.

o

W \\
N\

7
i

() _
& * TN
MIGHTY m
{ TOWER 7/@ all

ELECTRIC _ ye HCACT TRAVEL ALARM | Ao e /3@%4‘\\;\\\\\@}?@\\\\‘
| ALARM | Achmants: Snd Biy, .~ 2 STUFF il ‘)‘“ IS

120 V SHOE POLISHER U ARTH EM RADIO Slng & Mg o BN Aeneh N
| A Puriot Shi ... vyl Q) Compact dosign wih  quartz cock 99 S L Pupgable. - Eomb-and-orshable
includes an antenna, aamm, set and & Fealures: Swivel Boom, Salety Crank, and s#g;?;y :oq ggf'trjbéﬁ)‘:g'gggisegag:g

Positioning Slide to move attachments into
place. Steel tower and sturdy one-pisce
plasticbase. - -~ oo

covered from head to tail with two |
~-different colors and textures.

display buttons. {Batteries not includ-
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ENSEMBLE >

=4 , o\ . E A " FULLYPOSEABLE
100% co v face. Wide_ as: g _ - ¢ 3'MAN TAG TEAM i
. Sorimerto L;A‘—a% ol colors. 99 For use with all st tling fi v 99 — ‘
i . | all star wrestling figures ' K '
HAND TO ©0% .i......95‘ wee oo other wrestling action ﬂagreg; Fi: coon . &MAN

WASHCLER

= #3808 gures sokd separately. Ages 4 & Up. - '0393 .. TAGTEAM.....
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TUES., WED.,

THURS. & FRL. 9:30-10, SUH.

CHRISTMAS

T N 2z
SRy | CANDOLIER
N ﬁ A . A great accent for holi-
. day decorating, Com-
plete with 6" cord. Priced
right to put one in every
. window of your house.
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