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Defense Helps Spur Lady Vi"Iiings
To Season- Qpenmg Basketball Win

Woman to woman, the Lady
Vikings got down to some serious
business last Wednesday night.

For on that Thanksgiving Eve,
South Iredell's girls
basketball team, employing a

scrappy woman-to-woman defense -
most of the way, pulled ahead early .

and stayed there to harbor a 61-51,

season-opening victory over the
hostessing Lady Mustangs of East E

Lincoln.

It was the initial game of the

season for both teams, former same-
conference opponents now housed in
separate 3A circuits. South Iredell is
a charter member of the Foothills

Athletic Conference, while East -
Lincoln is one of the original .

members of the Big Six Conference. ,

The two schools competed on an
twice-annual basis several seasons
back when both were on the roster of
the now-deceased Western Pied-
mont Conference. ‘

It was the Lady Vikings of third-

varsity
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Young Matmen Host Opener

Given his choices, Mooresville
wrestling coach Scott Bruton would
rather have a team that produces in
matches instead of one that looks
good in practice. -

And Bruton got his wish in the
Blue Devils’ grappling season-~
opener last week, a quad outing
hosted by Senior High.

Even though the hosts dropped
two of their three matches, they
displayed skills previously unseen in
a month’s worth of preseason

: workouts.

Mooresville opened“its showing in

. the four-team affair by mowing past
North Rowan, 54-22,

From there, the match took a anti-
home team look, as the Devils
suffered a 44-25 loss to 4A South

M —Rowan prior to wrapping-up their

performance with a 36-30 loss to
Salisbury that was decided on the
final weight class bout of the match.

Despite the 1-2 showing against
some premier competion, Bruton,

. now in his fourth season as the head

varsity wrestling coach, was im-
pressed with his relatively young
crew,

freshman season, is on pace to
become the school’s first-ever 100-
match winner, something that even

Hall failed to accomplish.

Barrier, the team’s 112-pounder
after wrestlihg at a weight lighter
last-year, captured all three of his
wins by pins to become the only Blue

Devil to accomplish that.

As for Daniels, he, too, movedup a
weight class to 13 pounds. Daniels
followed a pair of wins by pins witha
forfeit decision in his final outing to
also close out the quad meet witha 3-

Orecord.

“ Daniels captured more than 25
victories last season and advanced
to the state finals after finishing as a

regional runner-up.

fi

“Scott and Chad are our leaders
this year,” assured Bruton. *“They
both were there last y year and know
what it takes to be a winner. They're
ideal examples for the other guys to

ollow.”

In the match vxctory over North
Rowan, there was a lot of following
on-the part of the hosts, who took
advantage of a player-shortened

team on the part of the Cavaliers to
rall to the 32-point win,

Barrier at 112 pounds, Blaine
Brawley at 125 pounds, Daniels at
130 pounds, and Brian Weatherman
at 150 pounds, all clainied wins by
pins toset the initial pace.

Chris Benson, at 135, Ricky
Greene, at 140, Bob Dyson, at 170,
Scott Humphrey, at 180, and Darrin
Bridges, at 190, all were awarded
wins by forfeits.

In the fight against South Rowan,
Mooresville’s : 22 points were ac-
cumulated on pins by Barrier and
Daniels, decisions by Brawley and
Benson, and a draw recorded by
Johnny Redfear at 152 pounds.

In the finale against Salisbury,

- Mooresville came within a weight

cliss of tying the reigning third-

place state finishers.

Garnering the points for the hosts
were Barrier, Greene, and Redfear,
all with pins, Jeff Coomb, at 103
pounds, with a decision, a draw
fought to by Brawley, and a forfeit
awarded to Daniels.

The quad match opened the non-

‘vahge againsi
" classification “on¢e postseason -

conference portion of the season for
the Devil grapplers, who this year _

‘are welcoming the return.to con-

ference affiliation after patrolling
;the wrestling scene the past two
yearsasindependents

Mooresville is one of three schools
hailing from the Southern District
VII Conference that will join forces
with four members of the 3A Big Six
Conference to form a combined
league. .

In addition to Mooresville, SD-7
members West Lincoln and Newton-
Conover will join charter BSC
members . West Caldwell, Hibriten,
ns, and East Lincoln to
form the combined conference.

Although it will be considered a 3A
leagle, the 2A members will ad-
inst others in their own

wrestling begins in late February.

Mooresville, now 12 for the
season, will make its next ap-
pearance this weekend as one of the
eight teams competing in Saturday’s
annual North Mecklenburg Tour-
nament.

Short Holiday
For JV Vikes

South Iredell’s junior varsi

basketball .Vikings were more

thankful

Thanksgiving.
For that Thursday, along "with *

Sunday, provided the jayvee Vikes'

than most fo

with their only days of complete rest ;

from on-the-court action during the
most recent extended holiday break

That was the tase as the Baby'
Vlkings first christened t.heir 1987-88 *

peting in a four-team, two-day rar.
junior varsity totirnament over th
weekend.

South’s jayvee team, embarking
on a néw era under first-year hea
coach Tony Helms, emerged from

the hectic session of activity with a-:
2-1 record, sandwiching the pair of ‘,

wins amund that single loss.

South closed out its busy period: .
with a victory in Saturday’s tour-..:;
nament consolation game with a 64-
60 downing of Foothills Atletic

;Thanksgiving, 3
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