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Of Our 'Deliberated’ Pilgrims

This material was written by Dr.
Larry McGehee, vice president for
development and professor of
religion at Wofford College. It was
provided free to newspapers by the
Spartanburg, S.C. School.

The irony of Plymouth Rock is
that the Pilgrims- and the Puritans
of Massachusetts Bay soon after

escaping from European

religious conformity immediately

established their own brand of it.

Their liberty was de-liberating. In

Connecticut and in Massachusetts, it

would be two more centuries before

their religion was *disestablished"

" as the official faith for citizens of
those colonies/states.

“Deliberate” is a terribly good
word to ponder at , Thanksgiving
time, in the ‘seasox’™®f the annual
celebration of llbeﬁl “Liberate”
means “to set free". ¥'De-liberate’
used as a verb ought logically to
mean ‘‘to imprison or enslave.” An
uncaged canary ought to be called
“liberated,” but ‘‘deliberated” if

caught and encaged again.

““Deliberating™, of course, means
something else. It is not just the
antithesis of liberating. We use it to
mean ‘“‘intending” or “thinking
through or ‘‘talking over'.
Democracy in America often has
been called “the deliberate ex-
periment’’, something taken
seriously and consciously.

Democracy as a concept was
hardly more than a gleam in its
parents’ eyes when the Piigrims
arrived Just as the birth, nuture
and education. infancy,
adolescence, and maturity of a
person 1s a deliberate experiement-
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requiring consciousness, planning,
concerted action, and goals-so it has
been with democracy in America.

The price of liberation is
deliberation.

We are a nation of individuals, and
democracy has placed high value on
the liberties of individuals. But those
individuals most often exercise
those liberties within institutions-
within  schools, governments,
churches, clubs, volunteer service
agencies, busmesses

All institutions limit the liberties
of their members. They have
charters, by-laws, rulebooks, dues,
procedures, meetings, and
parllamentarlans -in  short, ‘‘de-
liberations’"-for that very purpose.

Short of being a savage or a
hermit in a wilderness, the only way
to have “liberty” is ‘“‘de-liberately"
to create it in association with
others. That takes the form. of in-
stitutions;Mayflower Compacts
Constitutions, and so forth. We
define ourselves by electmg to have
others with whom to be-for com-
parisons, for cooperations, even for
criticisms and conflicts. We find our

liberty by deliberating.

Institutions are licensed license,
deliberated liberty.

Institutions survive and thrivé by
two means-by drift or by
deliberation. Drift is the cellophane
tape approach. It means ad hoc and
added-on actions, as when-a.school
becomes aware belatedly of the
dangers of asbestos ceilings and
then replaces them, or a hotel closes
after an earthquake instead of not
building atop a geological fault at
all.

The second means by which in-
stitutions-collections of individuals
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and
Guinness Book of World Records has
rumbled onto the scene. -
How'’s this for a valuable piece of

information — one you can't be
without? The cat population of the
United States now exceeds the dog —
population. Guinness says that there
are 56.2 million feline house pets and
only 51.5 million canines.

who just keep adding to their leads,
Fifty-year-old Shridhar Chillal
continues to claim the longest
fingernails on record. At last
measure in March, the nails on the
left hand of Chillal, who is a resident
of Poona, India, had an aggregate
length of 158 inches.

— and now everybody can have it,
says Guinness. At the fourth annual
Pecan Festival in Okmulgee, Okla

on June 19, the bakery, ¢ depgrtment
of Oklahoma State University. -
Technical Branch baked a pie 20.7 -
feet in diameter. It was three inches
thick and weighed 6,353 pounds.
They popped it in the oven for a total
of five hours and — presto it actually
produced 5,500 pieces of pie.

decoys, you probably will be in-
terested to learn that the largest
decoy was completed in January. It
is 20feet long and eight feet high.

you'll undoubtedly say *“Wow" when
you are informed that the largest
bouquet was made up ori September
19, 1986. The finished arrangement,
which included 9,299 flowers, was 36
feet, 10 inches high,

his own record by spitting a
cherrystone 86 feet, 6 inches on July
4at Eau Claire, Mlch

. Dick Clark has just received the
Guinness Supreme Achievement
Award for hosting the longest-
running musical television show —
**American Bandstand.” More:than
600,000 teens ‘“‘danced till they
dropped” in the 35 years the show .
was on the air.

Santa Will Visit
Kids, Parents At
N. Meck YMCA

will host a special holiday breakfast
with Santa for pre-schoolers and
their parents Dec. 18 at 8 a.m. at the
North Mecklenburg YMCA in
Cornelius,

nutritious breakfast with milk and
juice, Christmas carols, a special
| visit with Santa and'a Chrlutmaa
stocking for the youngsters,

ages 26 and their parents. Cost is $5 .
per family for YMCA members and
$7 per family for non-members,
Breakfast is limited to 60 people.
Please register early at the North .
Mecklenburg YMCA, 1st come, 1st
served. For more  information
please call 892-1761.-

acting collectively for common
liberties for all-thrive is by
deliberation. Here the premium is
upon antigipation and participation,
upon foresight and applied hind-
sight, upon reasoning and dialogue.

Another good ambiguous word for

deliberating is “‘reckoning”. Some
think it means accountability after
the fact — as in “the last
reckoning”. More typically, it
means charting scientifically ahead
— as when the ship pilot “reckons”
by the stars and radar, by radio and
maps, and by landmhrks

The ability to reckon, or to
deliberate,
progressed some since the days of
the Mayflower. (After all, those
Pilgrims were aiming for Vlrguua )
Yet, old habits are hard to break. We
still trust a lot to “fate” or “‘chance”
or ‘“‘nature’ or *‘others’. Our will to
‘deliberate has not caught up with
our improved capacity for it.

Ours will be institutions of snarled
cellophane tape adrift, or at best of a
few licensed elites, whereever and
whenever too many people think
liberty means freedom from
responsibility for their institutions.
Institutions are endangered less by
the red tape of rules than by the
accumulated ad hoc cellophane tape
of drift. Delegated deliberation is
abdicated deliberation. Ina complex
democracy, the cost of liberty is
deliberation-thinking and talking it
out, freely
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Duke Power's Maximum Value
Home is the home of the future. It
combines the best of Duke's energy
management programs , with
components that offer the optimum
in comfort and convenience. And
Max homes can save customers
energy and money.

Key elements of “The Max"” in-
clude:

Optimum insulation throughout all
parts of the home (R-30 insulation
for ceilings; R16, walls; R-19 floors;
glass area must not exceed 15
percent of the floor area's square
footage);

A high-efficiency heat pump with
a seasonal energy efficiency rating
of nine or more, and an outdoor
thermostat. The latter contributes to
economy as it prevents the backup
strip heating from coming on until
the system reaches a balance point;

An electric water heater;
Pre-wiring that will enable
customers to sign up for either
Duke's Easy Saver Plan or Half-
Price Water Heating Program.
Perimeter duct system (a system
that distributes air along the outside
walls) is required for the primary
living area of the structure. This
system provides the highest leve} of
comfort for heating and cooling.
Customers living in The Max
qualify for Duke's lowest residential
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By Harriette B. Skaggs
§ Duke Power Consumer Products Specialist

rate - the Residential Conservation,
or RC, rate. In addition, Max
households receive an addrtlonal two

percent discount on their electric
bill.

Customers who participate in the
Easy Saver Plan agree to let Duke
temporarily interrupt service to
their - water “heaters, air con-
ditioners, or both if the company
cannot meet overall community
demand for electncrty Customers
partlcrpatlng in this program-
receive a monthly credit on their
electric bills. With Half-Price Water
Heating, electricrty to customers’
water heaters is available only
during hours when the overall
demand for electricity is low. As
these are low-demand times,
customers are charged less than
half the rate they would otherwise
pay. Participation in both programs
is voluntary. However, customers
living in The Max will always have
that choice.

Duke estimates that Max homes
can save customers more than $350
annually on heating and cooling
costs. And for customers who
participate in Duke's Easy Saver
Plan and Half-Price Water Heating
programs, Max homes can offer
potential anpyal savings of more
than $600,
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_Television in Mooresville,

1 Garner
Completes
Course

Specialist Mark C. Garner of
Mooresville has completed the
Primary Leadership Development
Course conducted by the Office of
the Adjutant General and the 3288th
US. Army Reserve School at the
North Carolina Military Academy in
Asheville.

The course consisted of four
‘weekends plus seven days of
training in many areas, such as
training to lead, land navigation,
communication procedures, ar-
tillery fire adjustment, combat
techniques and combat patrolling.

Specialist Garner is a member of
Detachment 1, Headquarters,
Headquarters Company, Second
Battalion, 120th Infantry of the
North Carolina National Guard in
Statesville,

He is employed by Lakeside Cable

MARKC.GARNER

CLYBURN & BIGHAM MORTUARY
168 Statesville Ave. ‘
Clyburn & Bighom is the offordable funeral

home. Our prices will suit your particular
needs.

We have a limited number of FANS. If your
Church needs Fans, please see or call us.

Phone 664-2575
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Vrsu To NC Zoo" Special Treat

Nicole, 18 months old. They are the children of Melame Martln
and grandchlldren of Ray. and Rosie Martin, -

l.lNCOLNi-FRAMEand
ART GALLERY

(704) 483-4746 Hwy. 16, Denver, NC

Make This Christmas Special With
Gifts Of Prints And Original Art To
Be Treasured For A Life-Timel

o Custom anlng
o Shadow Boxes for Those Special Memories
* Limited Edition Prints by Cotton Ketchie,
Charles Frece, Jim Harrison and many more
® Posters by James Harrill, Leroy Neiman, and others
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eGitltem: :

Creighton Wayne Martin was 5 years old on November 7 and":’
his special birthday treat was a visit to the North Carolina Zoo -
at Asheboro. Creighton is pictured with his sister, Jennifer

regional censiis offices in the natlon
+The office does the nation s nose-

" “The. stimare i8 that in the $l-
bllllon 1960 oensus,\l percent of w}nte

: “the  1970° census, ‘the -
“estimate i§.7.7¢ percent of blacks
went uncounted. .

. count everywhere. but ' increasing
* pressure-comes. "from " the “big-city
mayors,’ \vhere ‘undercounts mean
- less - federal old and  political
repreeentetion .

For North: Carollnlans, the first
notice of the census will probably be
aquestionnaire in the mail on March
'23,°1990. Official “Census Day” —
the day the population is recorded —
. is April 1, 1990. The census is glven
tothepreeidentonDec 31,1090,

. But - Hill.: will} begln -sending -
" thousands of enumerators, who will
——make-about-$5:50-an-hour;-into- the —

‘smalky cities-and rural areas of the
. regionnextspring. They'll be armed
" with maps and directions to record

workers may have several hundred,
perhaps 500, dwellings tolocate. .

From ‘the maps, the bureau will
compile mailing lists, which will be

workers will compare these lists
with their own.
In bigger cities, the llst-making

. will go on in mid-1989. In the fast. ,

" growing cities like Myrtle Beach,
S.C., the census takers will put oft

~~the listing of dwellings until  late

1989. -
~ Counting - is harder work .
- than it once was, Hill said. It took on . -

¢t Président Lyndon

‘Soclety programs
‘the outpouring of federal mone,
tied to' populatlon — to pay fo
them
- The Supreme Courts 1065 “one«
" man, - one-vote” decision, which

—requires~state legislatures to .ap- -

- portion > seats by population, -in-
“troduced a etrong new polltical
.- dimension.

. conducted in 1790. The' cost of the -
Revolutionary War had been high,
and the government needed to divide

the debt among the people. Also, the

“ _Constitution’ . provided “for a:
“. representative House.

.* more-;than determine.. how -many
" legislators and government dollars

economic data used for ‘marketing

studies and Jocating businesges. It

- provides information for acodemlc
researchind planning. -

The Chatlotte region’ has a few:
._peculiarities that make the head -
“count challenging: In the mountain
* areas particularly; said Hil}, a small
_house or trailer may be concealed
: downaroadbehlndalargerhouse

- “Also therearealotofdogeatthe
' door."headded -
- .Still,"- from . the census-rakers

w regionaldlrector ;
L7 =¥ find the cmrteay on the roads
\pleasant — not that folks here use -

. lifeand healrh
msurance :

The bureau - wante an' accurate .

everydwelllng Eachof these census

given to the postal service. Postal: .

The first “American ‘census ‘was

- 'But the U.S. Census nowdoesfar .‘

. an area gets. It produces social and -

- pefspective, Charlotte is far better
than -New  York, where Hill was’ .

‘their ligrlals " he told The Charlotte f‘

Recently, she sald while glving
1,500 flu-’ shots oetly ;
citizens ) -
far as they could be extended and
the mbber~band was just about to
break 2o

“ that people fundam
to let you do your j
The census; b

“follow-up’; can be epeeded )
acccomodate the nurslng pooltlon ‘would also ptovide

who will be worklng
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