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Ceremony Salutes Southland Standouts

Fitting its late-season surge,
Mooresville's first year as a
member of the youth-oriented
Southland Football League closed
out with a bang.

It came in the form of an awards
day ceremony conducted a couple of
weekends ago in the Roland R.
Morgan Auditorium on the
Mooresville Senior High School
campus.

Honoring top players .and
cheerleaders 'at both of the age
levels in which it fielded play, the
Mooresville league brought a close
to a season highlighted by victories
on behalf of all four local teams on
the last official day of Southland
League play. .

Additionally, Mooresville then
fielded a pair of all-star teams, one
each at the respective age levels,
and put together a 3-1 postseason
record.

**Overall,” stressed Bob Ramsey,
chairman of the Mooresville
organization's youth football
committee, ‘‘I'd have to call our first
year a success. We learned a lot this
year. Now thal we've got a year
behind us, I see our program going
nowhere but up. We hope to see
increased participation on the part
of the players, and we're really

expecting the community to get
behind us more. Maybe they just
didn’t know what to expect in this
first year, but now that they do, I
expect them to really get out and
show some support next year and for
the other years to come. The kids
deserveit.”

With its own generation-old
Midget Football League in dire need
of resuscitation, what with dwin-
dling interest allowing it only to field
three teams, Mooresville made the
decision to join forces with another
leage entirely in an effort to
strengthen its wedkening position.

The Southland League welcomed
Mooresville open arms, and a new
era in area youth gndnron action
dawned.

And with it came some welcome
additions to the program.

As in the past, Mooresville was
able to field players in a Midget

League age bracket, even though a

“different break down in the age
eligibility rules forced the local
program to drop 13-year-olds from
its playing roster.

However, that loss was mare than
amended by the biggest addition,
that of providing play at the Pee Wee
level for a first time.

Mooresville was able to im-

mediately make its presence felt
around the league by becoming the
only Southland ‘member to field a~
pair of teams at the two playing
levels.

As a result, Mooresville was able
to play host to a pair of league
playing days, during which eight
games took place at the same site.

Though all four teams paid dearly
in won-loss records as first-season
members, with none of the teams
finishing higher than fifth in the
respective league standings, the
Mooresville units more than made
up for that showing in the annual
Bowl Day matchups.

All four Mooresville teams, the
Pee Wee Trazer Contruction Ter-

minators and Burlington Mavericks .

and Midget Civitans and Black
Knights, triumphed over Bowl Day
opponents; and each team recieved
a trophy as a result.

“That was quite a day for us,”
admitted Ramsey. *'It allowed us to
end the season on a very high note.”

The week after those Bowl Day
wins, “Mooresville’s twd all-star
teams them competed in one home
and one away game apiece, winning
all but one of them to further spice
the season’s final stages.

As a reward for that kind of

Seated, L-R: Tilley, Honeycutt, Adkins; Standing, L-R: Scire, Nantz, Bumgarner

Basketball Reg. Nears End -

The end is near.

The end, that is, of the registration
period for players wishing to par-
ticipate in youth basketball through
the Mooresvillé Recreation
Department.

Recreation offictals will cont;;‘ue
to accept sign-ups from interested
area players through this week and
the very early part of the next, with
a special Saturday morning
registration session planned at the .
end of this week.

With the exception of
Thanksgiving Thursday, the
recreation department will be open
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this week at its regular 8:30 a.m.

through 5 p.m. operating hours,

Like nearly every other business
in the Mooresville area, it will be
closed Thanksgiving Day. -

Saturday, normally a non-
operating day, the recreation
deépartment will field registrants
between 10 a.m. and noon.

It is the only Saturday sign-up
period scheduled to take place.
~ Once again this season, several
leagues will be offered, and one new
one is being planned.

For boys, plans are calling for a

inor, Midget, Junior and, for the
first time, a Senior League.

Each league caters to a specific
age group, and all players must still
attend school.

For the girls, another season of
Midget League action is being
planned.

There is a $5 registration fee for
Mooresville residents, and a $10 non-
resident’s fee. The fee covers the
cost of a team jersey players will
keep at the end of the season.

For more information concerning
the youth basketball registration,
contact the recreation department.

Trust your health
| Coverage to a name I
" you know

I Over 1,300,000 Tarheels have trusted their
health care protection to a name they know,
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overall showing, several players :
from each league, as well as
cheerleaders offering support for
them, were recognized for their
season-long contributions during the
awards day festivities. -
For the players, three each were
cited at both the Pee Wee and
Midget levels.
.The same pattern rang true
among the cheerleaders, who made
themselvés proud by producing solid
showings in the annual cheerleading ..
competition that was staged the day -
after the Bowl Day games. .
For the players at the Pee Wee ™
level, Joshua Hopkinson of the—
Termmators was selébted, on'a vote -
from the coaches, as the Most
Valuable offensive player.
Lartn Shipp, a member of the -
Mavericks, was tabbed as the MVP
among Pee Wee defensive players.
The Terminators’ - Roderick—
Campbell was cited as the Pee Wee’s :
top sportsman by receiving the
Sportsmanship award.
At. the Midget level, the most.
valuable offensive player awarded
was presented to Daron Patterson, a
key member of the Mooresville
Civitans.
Damon McKee, a vital clog on the -

Black Knights, was recognized as
the Midget's top defensive player.

Chad Greene, McKee's Black
Knight teammate, collared the
Sportsmanship trophy.

Similar honors were bestowed
upon the top cheerleaders.

At the Pee Wee level, Mandy
Honeycutt, a captain on the Ter-
minator quad, was tabbed as the
Most Valuable.

Most Spirited honors were
collected by Stephanie Tilley, a
member of the Mavericks.

Sami Adkins, like Honeycutt a
Terminator cheerleader, received
the Most Spirited honor.

At the Midget level, Most Valuable
honors were received by Amber

Seafed L-R: Hopklnson. Campbell Shlpp, Sfandlng, L- R: Greene, Paﬂerson, McKee

Civitan Warriors squad, was cited as
the Most Spirited.

Most Improved honors among the
Midgets was bestowed upon Civitan
Warrior cheérleading member
Amanda Bumgarner.

At the awards ceremony, proceeds
realized from the two all-stars
games that took place here were
officially turned over to the Jim
Peavy family to help cover the cost
of medical bills following a car
accident that injured several family
members. According to Ramsey,
over $1,000 was raised in the effort.

JouN V. BARGER, LTD.
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TELEPHONE: 704-873-0267

“Looking back,” added Ramsey,
“it was quite a season. We're
already looking forward to next
year.u

Callaway -
Homes inc.

Nantz, who served as a Black Knight
squad captain.
Aimee Scire, a captain of the

Need A Computer. .....?? But only for
a day, a week, a month?

Davidson Engineering rents computer hardware with
' software for the short or long term.

Clearance Sale

*1,000=

On A" Dlsplay Homes
R—ANELL . CRESTLINE

Hardware
IBM Compatible
o Computers

Software

Name Brands
o Spread Sheet
o Data Base

o Word Processing
e oy "*“"*Dkslaop Piblishig

Call dawdsd'n Enginsering at 892-5368.
We deliver to business or home!

o Printers
. Modems
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With winter just around the
corner, you should be thinking

Licensed Gas
Heolng Dedler

/

Arthurs Sheet Metal Co,,
Inc., P O. Box 515, Linwood Rd.,
< Mooresville, NC, 663-2061 -
Brown & Walker Co., Plaza :
Lane, Box' 1007, Mooresville, NC, !
663-2850
..Donaldson Heating &
Cooling, Inc., Market Road,
Mooreswile, N, 663,348
Duncan Plumbing & Heating
Co., 1410 Shelton Avenue,
Statesville, NC, 872-2431
Ellenburg Sheet Metal, Rt 13,
Box 262, Statesville, NC, 8 2-2089 ;
Freeze Re ration, Inc. %
Linwood Rd., Mooresville, NC.
663-3572
Griffin Heating & Air Cond.,
Inc., Box 5416, Hwy. 90,
Statesville, NC, 873-1749
J. P’s Plumbing & Heating,
Inc,, 235 North Center-Street,
Statesville, NC, 872-5486
L & R Plumbing & Hea
Company, P, O. Box 627 Ami
Hill tateswlle NC, 873-4921
Parlier Plumbing & Heating
Co,, 118 Stockton Street,

»

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of North Carolina. -
Return this coupon today for information .
about our new low rates.

‘o Individual

- ® Medicare Supplemental

|
1
l ® Family
1.
i

I .. i
A= B Toiephone : N
l Ago(Cthkone) Blue ‘:~ - ‘
) CJ Overes Blue Shield
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about how to control your heat-
ing costs. And if you've-gota burn-
ing desire to save money, not'

“spend it, then yo
efficiency gas Kl

- Ahigh efficiency gas furnace

is more economical

other kind of furnace. Infact i1l
. »save 30% rpore than an electnc

(Editor’s Note: This article, being
reprinted with permisslon.xppen(ed
in the Nov. 7 issue of “‘CaFolina
Blue.” It chronicles the career of
former Blue Devil Ralph Phifer, an
outstanding prep player at five
different positions who was also
named the starting center in the 1882
Shrine Bowl.)

By RANDY MEWS
Carolina Blue Staff Writer

Nice, quiet guys might find
themselves out of place in the
emotional furnace of -college foot-
ball. But Carolina’s Ralph Phifer, 6-

2, 215, a senior offensive guard,
proves that nice, soft-spoken guys
canplay the game.

“Ralph is conservative and down

to earth, but he's one of the most ~

steadlest performers on this team,”’
UNC offensive line coach Bill
Stewart says. “He gives his team-
mates, the coaches and his school -all
he has on every single-play. He’s a
great role model and a hell of an
example for our younger players.”
“I'm not the type of person who
likes to go out there and get people
fired up,”” Phifer explained. ““I don’t

like to talk much,' because words
don't mean a whole lot to me. I think
a lot of guys look to meas one of the
team leaders,.and so I just try to
lead by example, if they see you
giving your best effort, then they're
usually going to do the same.”

“Ralph’s enthusiasm for the game
is one of the things that helps him be
such a good leader,”" Stewart ex-
plained. “‘He's got one of the biggest
hearts on the team, and he'll do
*whatever is necessary to win, Ralph
is the type of guy you win ball games
in November with..he’s Mr.
Dependable.”

Phifer's leadership is an in-
tangible that Carolina’s offensive
line depends on. “I kind of play the
same role on the team that Harris
_ (Barton) did last year." he said.
“I'm the only senior, so people
expect ime to be a leader Byt since
everybody is so close, it's just like
I'm one of the guys..

Phifer is so much like the other
guys, it's kirid of hard to define his
role on the team. He alternates with
Steve Steinbacher at guard and has
started about half of Carolina's
games, although Steinbacher is
listed as the official starter. Last

the first seven games until he went
down with an injury against LSU,
and ever since, he and Steinbacher

7have.both4een a lot of action at the
left guard spot.

We've played about the same
amount of time, and that’s the way
Coach Stewart likes it,” Phifer said.
“He likes to rotate people in and out
of the game so everybody will stay
fresh. He feels that if you go in'and
play your hardest for a couple -of
series, then the guy that's waiting to
play on the sidelines will do the same
thing when he goesin.

“When I hurt my knee last year at
LSU, Steve came in and played well
that game and for the rest of the
year. When we went into spring
practice it was a real tight battle
between us. We both had a .good--
spring and playéd abbuteven, but he
was the one who had been starting
since LSU; so he kept the starting
’ob ”

Although Phifer lost his title as a
starter, he says he’s still enjoying
his college football experience. “We
played about the same amount of .,
time last year when I was starting,
and this year things are the same,

i

explained. - *“I think-it'’s a ‘good
situation, because Steve and I are
pretty: good friends. We give each
other compliments when we come in
for each other during games and we
always tell each other what's going
on...it works out pretty good.” . -

“We have a great situation on the
offensive:line;”" Stewart said, *“We
have a bunch of - people: who are

capable. of playing,-and we try to-
give them all -a;chance: -We-work

together very closely as a.unit, and
that shows: when we're on the
practice field “or in a game.
Eveiybody supports each other, no
matter who's-in the game or who's
watching from the bench.”

“When Steve or I go in for each
other everything stays  the same,
-and that’s how it is for every
the offensive line,” Phifer said, “We

all haye conﬁdence in each other’s. -

ability, and that's something you've

got to-have .if-you want to be suc-
cessful. We play as one. We don't

look at ourselves as an offensive

tackle, offensive guard or a center, g

we consider ourselves one unit.”

Although the guys up front are:
obviously a tight-knit group, they

body on .

been unable to move t.he ball onthe  suspended by coach Dick Crum, and  knowing we can do it, then 1 think
Eric Starr and Reggie Clark have ° things will start going our way. '

“It's kind of been an upand down both missed action because of in- It would be an understatement to

year for us,” Phifer said. “Early on - ’ say that Phifer has won the heart of

in the season we weren't really doing
" the job we were capable of. We got
| ourselves in' situations where .the
other teams knew we-had to pass,
and then they'd just tee of on Mark

(Maye, quarterback). -

~“People -always tell us that the
offensive line never gets the credit it
deserves, but then when we do get
the job done, we still don't get any
credit. In the beginning we weren't
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getting it done, but I think things are

going well now. The offense has been
criticized. for not passing the ball
enough, but we know that we have to
be successful running the ball so we
can complimentourpassmg game.”
One “of -the problems with the
running game has been the
numerous- ~injuries-at the tailback -
orin . Dorn has - been

Bunker Hill Stays

The one Southern District VII
Conference football team that most
experts figured wouldn't last is the
one that is lasting the longest.

And it's Bunker Hill, whose Bears
figured at best to be also-rans when
the varsity season cranked up in late
August but who now, in mid
November, are the only ones
keeping the SD-7 banner flying in
postseason play.

That .is the case following the
results of Friday’s night second
round play within the statewide 2A
high schoo! football playoffs, which
saw the number of the league's
remaining teams alive in postseason
play cut in half.

Bunker Hill, the regular-season’s
second place finisher, matched its
high-scoring offensive attack
against that of visiting Starmount
Friday, and the Bears proved
overwhelming in taking a 59-27
second-round win.

Newton-Conover, the regular-
season’s undisputed SD-7 champion
with an over undefeated record, met
up against a host Mt. Airy team
equal to the task of preventing the
Red Devi

quarterfinal round for a fourth
straight year with another offensive-
minded, 35-29 victory.

As a result, the Bears, who im-
proved to 11-1 with that lone loss
coming at the hands of Newton-
Conover, are the ones earning the
right to advance into the quar-
terfinal round of only eight teams
still alive statewide in the quest for
the state 2A title.

This week, Bunker Hill will make
its second postseason trip in three
weeks by taking on Newton-Conover
executioner, Mt. Airy.

As for the Red Devils, a season
that saw them. once again dominate
SD-7 play ends with them suffering
their first loss of the season, one that
saddles them with an 11-1 record.

Newton-Conover had earned its
fourth straight either outright
ownership or share of the league
crown, and the moving into the
second round of postseason play
continued a stellar playoff act on the
part of the Red Devils, who had
previously advanced at least this far
in each of those last four years.

Bunker Hill, earning the right to
host a second-round game -after

Alive In Playoffs

County, 54-12, became the state's
most prolific postseason scoring
team this year by tacking on 59
points last week.

That gives the Bears over 100
points — 113 to be exact — in the two
weeks of playoff action, by far more
than any other team in its class has
registered.

The Bears jumped on top, 120,
after one period and used a 20-point
second quarter to throttle to a 32-13
halftime advantage.

Most of that damage was caused
by runningback Paul James, who
scored all five first half touchdowns
and ran for nearly 200 yards in that
time span. James'scored on runs of
two, 27, 28, 53, and then two yard
again to propel the victors,

Bunker Hill rolled up 500 yards of
total offense and scored at least 12
points in each of the four quarters to
continue its impressive postseason
play.

The loss ends the season for
Starmqunt's Rams, who advanced
into the second round by eliminating
another SD-7 team in Maiden the
previous week. Starmount wound up
10-2 for the year, )

In; Mt.,Alry in-a batt.l between
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All Season Steel Belted Tiempo Badlal

52995

» Flexible sidewalls deliver a
smooth, comfortable ride

» Steel belted radial construction
delivers strength,.tread wear

P155/80R13
Whitewall
No Trade Needed

and fuel efficiéncy
« Tread designed to dlsslpate heat
for tire durability
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league champions,

although they needed all seven of

their touchdowns to complete their' '

comeback win,
Newton-Conover entered the game

as one of only three 2A teams un- -

beaten for the season and ranked as
high as sixth in the state's
Associated Press poll.

The Red Devils, who conquered

outmanned North Wilkes, 55-3, in the

first-round to account for the highest
scoring total of any 2A playoff ‘-

winner last week, commanded a
one-point lead late in’ the fourth
period before Mt. Airy constructed
its eventual winning drive.

The loss ended an 11-game win-
ning streak on the part of the SD-7
champions, one that tied a school
record for most consecutive wins in
asingleseason.

As for the victors, they carrya 102
record into this week's meeting with .

a second straight SD-7 guesung
opponent.

Friday’'s western semifinal game -

carries an 8 p.n. starting time
Friday.

- THIS WEEK’S 8D-1GAME

Eas-Savm Steel Belted
Custom Polysteel Radial*

$3 295

« Rib count and sidewall styling vary with size; not all
tires look exactly like tires shown.

ALL SIZES ON SALE!

155/80R13
Whitewall
No Trade Needed

Statesville, NC, 872-242]
Poston Contractors, 541 Davie )
Avenue, Stateswlle, NC 872-2351
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the hosts
emerged as the better of the two, .

the sale on Saturday.
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Price
‘0729 17,788
0820 17,788
0739 18,967
0684 1,394
) 9,512
9,610
067 0913
0896 10,356
0682 10,514
0821 10,898
0737 1,488
0670 4,507
: . M348

Dodge Ram 50 Pick Up

Sale
Price
BA77
6477
17420
7,728

2719

47,852
18434
18415
8453
48,833
9304

19,318

hobbled since the ﬂrst game of the -
-Kennard Martin was

juries. :

“The tailback situation has hurt
us, but you can’t blame that on why:
we haven’t run the ball well in some
~—games,” Phifer said, *‘Coach Crum
always tells us that if the offensive
line is doing the job they're supposed
- to do, then anybody should be able to
run the ball. We can't blame
anybody but ourselves for that, but I
think we're doing a lot better than
wedid earlierinthe year.” -

Carolina ran the ball well against
N.C, State,. Psychologically, that
was a good omen, “I think it's more
of a mental thmg than - anything
else,”’ Phifer said.-**‘When we get-on
the goal line we've got to know that
nobody is going to stop us, that we're
going to score. We've driven the ball
-up-and ~down the field. agamst :
Oklahoma  and Auburn, but we've

« PUBLIC .
NOTIC

On'November 24th, 25th, 27th ond 281h one hundred sixty (160) trucks will be offered 1o the -
‘public at factory authorized reduced prices—all AT OR BELOW FACTORY INVOICE. Lake -
Norman Chrysler Plymouth Dodge is the distribution point for this truck clearance.

"All Dodge models are Included: Ram 50, Dakota, Full Size Truck, 4x4’s. Each will bear the
“list price and the factory authorized reduced sale price. All will be sold on a first come first
served basis, The sale prices on any remaining trucks will be removed promptly at the end of -

hifer Proves Nice Guys Can Finish First

season Phifer got the, startmg nodin  except he's the oneatarting * Phifer - have been criticized in some games
this yedr because the offense has

| Come earty for the best selection. Be prepared to buy...Bring your payment book or titie to
r:gqpr_trade. On the spot financing. Immediate delivery. No deallers, please.

Stock # List
Price

0869 7,424
0853 47,421
0852 7421
0656 9,306
: 40,859
©,0689 340,859
3 44,519
14,519

0765 41,569
0677 441,620
0727 344,620

412524,

just had trouble stlckmg 1l in. Once
we break that mental barrier: of

his position coach. Listen to what

Coach ‘Stewart has to say: “If my

wife and I are fortunate enough to '
- have a child one day, I hope we can
do half the job that Mrs. Phifer did
with her son. This world needs more
Ralph Phifers, and I'm just glad that
I've had the opportunity to be
associated with him:

“Ralph's only.got a few games left
as a college football player, but
when he’s finished with school, he'll
have no problem being successful at
whatever he chooses to do,"” Stewart
continued. *'I don't have any worries-
about him, because he's the type of
guy that will give his best effort
every day of the week, He's been a
great credit to the North Carolina
football program, and I'm just sorry
thisis his last season.” -~ :
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