Fix Up, Keep The Foxhole

One of the two dogfaces in the foxhole kept
griping about living conditions: mud, wet;-
cold, exploding shells, whizzing bullets, His
holemate grew weary ‘of the complaints: “If
you know a better hole, go to it.”

There’s something to be said for muddling
through, but not much. People in general and
parents in particular build much of the pur-
pose of life into quests for better w.

North Carolina’s legislative pork g{grrel is
thoroughly typical of politics as it is played
universally. As its best—if it truly has a good
side—and certainly at its worst, general fun-
ding of specific politicians’ pet projects
reflects an attitude toward democratic
government.

What's the point in knocking yourself out
to gain elective office—or to help someone
else win a positlon of power—if not to accrue
benefit? Where is it written that politics, as
the art of the possible, is altruistic at all? To
the victors go the spoils and all that.

On the other hand, how specifically should
those benefits apply? Politicians are given
far broader licenses that poets. Promise ‘em
anything, but. deliver only .that .which will
stand the office holder in good stead at the
next election.

If the pork barrel did not exlst it probably
would be necessary to invent it. Iti is the way
elected officials demonstrate their value to
their individual electorates. As practiced, of
course, it also is a partisan political weapon
of no small consequence.

This past General Assembly, Rowan Coun-
ty’s all-Republican delegation came up with a
better foxhole: don’t play the sleazy game.
Result: almost eveg'body else got something
from the barrel; Rowan got zip. The par-
ticular electorate concluded, with justifica-
tion, that the principle was too expensive.

Now comes a position paper from the
North Carolina Center for Public Policy

Research with some comfort for both pork

~bdrrel camps. Access to the barrel has

become more democratic, more en:
tative and, generally, more people in rhore
places share it. The center concludes that
“the pork barrel process is much fairer than
it ever was.”

“Pork barrel spending has remained
relatively stable as a portion of the state
budget,’” the center reports in its quarterly
magazine, North Carolina Insight, “but the
pork barrel process has gone through several
major reforms. It now is- more open, and
more deliberate within the leglslative
system.”

Put another way, everybody admits the
barrel is there, and everybody knows the
reason it is there. So the center says this nag-
ging question remains: Is the purpose of the

pork barrel, that of funding purely local pro-

jects with state money, valid? Can we find a
be:ltsr foxhole? Is there a lesser legislative
evil?

The center couldn’t say. It could only em-
phasize increasing equity in pork barrel ap-

plication, and point -qut that it contains less®

than two tenths of one percent of the state
budget.

It did recommend that the legislature keep
better barrel books:  ‘‘give credit—or
blame—to those who successfully sponsor
pork barrel legislation.”

‘‘With the General Assembly’s
sophisticated new computer system,” the
center pointed out, “additional accountability
could easily be provided to tell the public ex-
actly what ratified bill contains a pork re-
quest and to give credit where credit is due.”

So, concludes this self-proclaimed bipar-
tisan think tank, we don’t know a better hole.
Stay in the pork barrel. Install a bubble top,
floor, carpet, heat, air conditioning, plumb-
ing, VCR, but stay in it.

Never Mind The Motives, Do It

From The Christian Science Monitor

The on-again, off-again superpower sum-
mit between Mikhail Gorbachev and Ronald
Reagan is apparently on again—for early
December in the United States,

This is a positive development for both na-
tions and for world peace. For reasons
similar to those we will shortly list, a visit by
Ronald Reagan next year to the Soviet Union
would likewise advance world understanding.

Not to meet your “enemy" is to forgo the
opportunity to stand in his shoes, to unders-
tand his point of view, and possibly to make
him your friend.

Many supporters of Mr. Reagan, and-Mr.
Gorabachev, are opposed to such meetings.
They fear that unwise concessions might be
made on subjects like arms control. Indeed,
this was the case with the summit in Iceland a
year ago, when Reagan and Gorbachev sud-
denly engaged in a game of one-upmanship
on reducing nuclear arsenals.

For this latest summit, Mr. Reagan was
right to declare that the- proposed signing of a
midrange missile accord need not be linked to
a meeting. this called Moscow’s bluff in a
last-minute attempt to bring Reagan’s

Strategic Defense Initiative into the negotia-
tions. The subject can still be discussed not be
made a condition for such as meeting.
Reagan was right not to give in,

Gorbachev has been having his own
domestic -political troubles, which may have
led him to attempt to avoid a' US visit now.
His having renewed his interest in coming
may be a sign that he has put his own house in
better order.

Whatever his motives, a visit to the United
States would be the relatively young Soviet
Jeader’s first such venture,

If he expects to find a leadership or a na-
tion supine or confused by the stock market
slide, bedeviled by budget and Supreme
Court conflict, preoccupied with television
entertainment and materialism, he should be
in for a surprise.

There is something rock-solid about the
democratic West.

Gorbachev’s visit will only make
Americans want to show him their best, the
values on which they have built a free
society—not a perfect society, but one that is
nonetheless advancing individual rights and
opportunities for all. '

War Powers Resolution Useless

From the Los Angeles Times
The War Powers Resolution has been law

14 years, yet no president has ever chosen to
honor its mandates and no Congres has ever

demanded that its provisions be enforced.

Successive presidents, beginning with

Richard Nixon, over whose veto the act
became law, have all seen the act as un-
constitutionally infringing on executive
authori C

“sisted that the act is constitutionally proper.

But Congress, confronted first with Lebanon -

in 1982 and then the Persian Gulf in 1967, has
chosen not to press the point. In consequence,
even the strongest of the resolution’s sup-
portlers today acknowledge that it does not
wor :

The War Powers Resolution was supposed .
to prevent the United States from becoming

involved in a war without explicit congres-

sional approval. That remains a worthy pur-
pose. But the argument that has gone back
and forth between the White House and Con-
gress over a half-generation focuses not on

-aims but on authority

~ A'nation that has undertaken global com-
mitments inevitably faces global risks and
potential armed conflict. Congress attemp-
ted, in 1973, to make sure that it would have a
say in controlling the extent of any conflict. .
That _goal has not been abandoned but Con-;
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gress now seems determined to try to go at it
in a different-way. This time, maybe, it can

write a more effective law.

Alcohol and oxygen Oxygen and alcohol

No matter how you say them, or the order in
, there appears to be
 can be interrelated.®
Yet, I came across two articles from the
New York Times that started me to thmk

ing. Considered in’ the broades|
and I am reaching quite a bit — the'two are
responsible for taking an untold number of
lives. We would be in sorry shape without
them, but I'm looking at the situation from"
thepointofvnewoftbeglassbemghalfemp—
ty. Contemplated as such, it gives pause for

ght.
Take alcohol, for example. When used
for medicinal purposes, it can literallybea -
lifesaver. When consunted recreationally, it
can be a killer, both for those who abuse it _
and for those who never touch the stuff.
Statistics speak for themselves. After a .
decline in the early 1980s, the number of
traffic deaths mvolving drunken drivers
rose.markedly in 1986, Alcohol-related traf--
fic deaths dropped by Il percent from 1982 to
1985, then jumped by seven percent to 23, 990
l

Total traffic fatalities, mcluding those
unrelated to alcohol, also increased in 1966,

by five percent over 1985, after having re-
mained essentially stable at about 43,000 to
44,000 a year, since 1982.- Keep in mind that
this increase took - place 'despite - the
widespread enactment of -state and local
laws designed to reduce drunken driving
since 1980, and despite the rise of a citizens’

movement directed toward the same end.

Also, the accidents, covered in a graphic
analysis occurred before enactment of a
federal law allowing states to raise the
speed limit to 65 miles per hour on rural in-
terstate highways.

The 1986 upturn in deaths was particular-
ly acute among teenagers, the group
generally regarded as most vulnerable, The
analysis showed that deaths of legally intox-
icated 15- to I9-year-old drivers dropped
steadily, by 48 percent, to 212 in 1985 from 410
in 1980. But in 1986, they increased to 231, a
rise of nine percent, The analysis also fotind
that the number of 15- to 19-year-old drivers
killed insinigle-vehicle night crashes declin-

ed by 35 percent, to 2,408 in 1985 from 3,693 in
1980. In 1986, however the decline was
dramatically reversed as deaths rose by 17
percent to 2,820,

| Single-vehicle
correlatédwith

which you place th
no viable way the

t crashes are closely
-driving fataljties. Ac:
- | cording :to the: 'govemment figures fatal -
single-vehicle crashes at night declined to
14,603 in 1985 from. 18,277 in 1980, a drop of .20
percent They jumped back to 15,663 in 1066,
an increase of seven percent, It is often dif-
ficult to perceive numbers on paper as be-
ing real human beings until you or a-
member of your family become a statistic: -
Then, it ispt:o late. o the Boston Uni
Hingson, of the Bos ver-
sity School of Public Health, authored the
analysis of traffic deaths in "5 states. He
said that this group of highest-risk drivers,
particularly young males, is constantly be- -
- | ing replenished. *“Three or four years from
now, there will be a whole new set of
teenagers who weren’t driving when there
was all that attention to the problem in the
early 1980s.”” We can’t expect the interest of
that period to have a lingering effect. Action

must be taken that will copstantly remind
the new drivers of the
with alcahol abuse.

While there is nothing more tragic —and  what life forms would surround us, if our at-
needless — than traffic deaths caused by mosphere still contained 32 percent oxygen.
drunken drivers, it is fascina

ngers involved

y
combined to make us what we are in the en-

vironment we share, This has always been

Now what? Before the start of every
school year for the past 20, the U.S. Depart-

ment of Labor has trotted out the numbers:

the younger the school bus driver, the more
- accident prone. This past summer, the
department told North Carolina and five
other states it had looked the other way as =
long as it could. The kids are just too
dangerous. The states simply would have to
get rid of all their 16 and. 17-year-olddrIVers

by the end of the year. -

Much agitation. The N.C. Departmentvof
Public Instruction said it had 4,300 bus
- ~drivers younger than-18.-The-cost- of- hiring —
.out-of-school adults to replace these would be
considerable—if adplts with nothing better to

dotbandriveabustoandfromschoolcould
indeed, be found. .

-Not to worry. Last week the state con-
troller's office came with numbers showing
that, in North Carolina at least, the younger
the school bus driver the safer. Drivers under
18 had 7.8 accidents per 100,000 during the
1986-87 school'year, Older drivers posted 123

degrees. And now,
in amber for 80 million

years have given scientists their first direct
look at what kind of air -the dinosaurs
breathed — and perhaps a clue to what kill-

the case, but to v
 tiny bubbles trap,
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‘edthem Itbogglesth;imagmationthatair

has been preserved-fir such a long period of
time. . -

Experts on global climate have always
assumed that the air hasn’t changed very
much over the eons, But a preliminary

. analysis of the bubbles suggests that the an-.

cient atmosphere may have been 50 percent
richer "in oxygen. The findings were
presented at the annual meeting of the
Geological Society of America. Until then,
the oldest known samples of air were far

younger, the product of a 160,000-year-old

core of polar ice drawn from its resting |

place a mile below the Antarctic surface..
By crushing the bits of amber — known-
mainly for preserving insects —and analyz-
ing the faint bréath of gas that escapes,
researchers appear to have opened an unex-
pected new window onto the history of the
atmosphere and the creatures it nourished.
As the technique is refined, researchers
- Robert Berner of. Yale. Univemty and Gary
Landis of the U.S. Geological Survey in
Denver hope to assemnble a detailed picture
going back even further. Microscopic air
bubbles are not unusual in amber, the resin
from pine trees that has hardened into
yellowish translucent lumps. Some amber
hasbeenpreservedforZOOmilliontosoo
million years.

Oxygen now makes \ up 2 percent of the
atmosphere. The rest is mainly nitrogen,
with a fraction of a percent of carbon diox-
ide and traces of many other gases. The

amber, found in northern Manitoba, |

Canada suggests an oxygen content as high
as’32 percent. The rest is mostly nitrogen,
as in the atmosphere today. If confirmed,
the discovery of an oxygen-rich atmosphere
in the planet’s past would intrude on the
debate overa wide range of problems, from
the history of climate change to the rise and
extinction of species. Speculation is-already
rampant, with nary an end in sight.

No one has ever thought about the
possibility that oxygen could change so
dramatically. Extra oxygen would have
been a great boon to animals trying to
develop more efficient versions of the
energy-generating chemistry of life. A
given species, for instance, might have
been able to get by with smaller lungs. A
decline in oxygen content, on the other

. hand, would have affected species ac-

customed to a richer atmosphere. The

»+~pesearch might provoke a'new look at what

" cauised “the

those of dinosa ul‘:t“"Bzfg'“tfltmr!sl wﬁll“ ‘give’
way to new theories as more is learned, and
the controversy'will continue.

Before there was life on Earth, the
planet had an atmosphere with no oxygen at
all. It took billions of years for early
organisms to free the oxygen that was

bound to iron oxide and other minerals in|

the planet's surface. Some scientists have

argued that an oxygen:level as high as 30
percent would set off a global conflagration,
vast forest fires burning in the enriched air.
James Walker, of the :University of

Michigan, an authority on the development_

of the earth’s atmosphere and oceans, said,
“I can’t believe we're living that close to the
edge. If you get too much oxygen in the air,
the world would become highly
flammable.”

I wonder how many lives the abundance
of oxygen took. I wohder how many more
were lost as the oxygen content decreased. I
wonder what we humans would be like, and

t we are upstarts in the life cycle, and

ve therefore have always btea e same

ain How long we are allowed to breath it
often is determined by how close we get to

drunken drivers. And therein lies the inter- |-
_ relation, Both kill. Alcohol and oxygen, Ox-
ygen and alcohol. No matter how you say |

them, or the o
they have a co

~$nwhich you place them,
on bond — well, sort of.
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- Communicating With Your Govornmont Representatives

Mooresville, i in the not too
distant future, -will : ‘be ‘a

better lighted town, now that.

the Duke:Power Company
~has ‘been authorized -to
proceed with its plans to
install new white way
lighting on the two principal
streéts here,

This action-was taken by
the town commissioners at
their : regular-  monthly
meetingMondaynight -----

~Duke * Power--Company’s

plans call for the installing of

new white way lighting on

Main street -from McLelland - - -

avenue to Statesville avenue
and on Broad street from
McLelland avenue to Moore
avenue. The fixtures will be
the . mercury-vapor type,
with 15,000 and 20,000 lumens
(10 lumens equal one can-
dl ower). These new lights

place the existing ones
which are 4,000 and 6000‘
lumens.

New steel poles to hold the

new lights will be placed on
Main Street, and the scarcity
of these at the predent will
hold up the project for
several months. However, it
is the hope of the Duke Power
Company that the project
can be completed early in the
coming year.
» The new lights, with their
additional lumens, will cost
the town an additional $2,500
per year, City Manager
Robert Peck said.

In -an- advertisement ap-
pearing elsewhere in this
paper, John V. Barger an-

.nounces the organization and

aims of a new construction

company bearing his name

—John V. Barger Company.
Mr, Barger is president of

. -Ahe new company. i
""" house and business-unit

renumbering project, town-
wide in scope, will be carried
to completion here within the
next month or six weeks, the
Tribune learned today.

. Mrs. T.D. Miller has been

_selected to serve as general

supervisor-in the elementary
schools of the Mooresville
system for the  1053-54

scholastic year, it was an-

nounced today by Superin-

tendent Roland Morgan. She
has been a member of the
faculty of - the South
Elementary School here for
the past 10 years.

Mr. and - Mrs. Dan
Haselden, of Colorado
Springs, Colo:, announce the
birth of a daughter on
Friday, November 27, at
Camp Carson Hospital in
Colorado Springs. Mrs.
Haselden, the former Miss Jo

| "Rita Davis, 1s the daughterof

Mr. and Mrs, John Davis, of
this city. Mr. Haselden is a
son of Mr. and Mrs. W.J.
Haselden, also of this city.
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%‘\Seasonal“.;’ :zessron For Poundcake Blossol

This material was written by Dr.

Larry McGehee, vice president for
_deyelopment and professor . of
“'religion at Wofford College. It was
r-provided free to newspapers by the
Spartanburg, S.C. School. .

VAN My o

who, as the mob shouted for bread,
"*said, “Let them eat cake,”

R U LI

* " to eXpliain how she lost her head,

; Yet; who among- us,” wanting
o bread would turn down the offer of

¢ cake?

». there’s sbmethmg really worth
.shouting about, somettung actually

¥ - worth losing one’s head over.

i

X Simplest of all cakes, poundcake

;, ‘has no peer. It bestrides the kitchens
?. of the world like a Colossus, above
¢ the delectable but inferior layers of

\.f.

' Driig abuse is taking a drug with
. or without a prescription beyond its
* -medical value to influence the mind
¥ or body in order to alter feelings and
3\ emotions.
-Cocaine is a mind-altering drug
nbtamed from the leaves of the

< South American coca plant. Cocaine
3 acts as a stimulant when taken in-

ternally for its psychoactive effects.

& ‘When applied directly to a portion of

vi- the body itacts as an anesthetic.

(-f‘ It is said to be the biggest

. producer of illegal income of all
« drugs in the United States. Cocaine
» sales are said to be in the vicinity of
" $30 billion a year. Researchers
' estimate that more than 10 million
. Americans use cocaine with

regularity Cocaine use is more

* common among adults with better
3, than average income. This is
}Jl because of its cost. The amount of

5 cocaine, in powder form, it takes to
cover the area of a dime will cost

3, around $35.

, Cocaine is usually  sniffed

. or/*snorted” into the nose and then

¥ absorbed into the blood stream.
l Cocaine may also be undiluted and
+ injected. “‘Freebase,” or undiluted,
¥, cocaine is heated in a glass pipe and

» smoked.

b Cocaine produces ‘sensations of
¢ extreme euphoria and feelings of
,energy power, confidence and
talkatlveness Like most other

t‘?f
Dear friends, Carol B, Nll
St. Augustine made this com-
ment approximately 400 A.D.:
 “The laying out of the body, the
burial rites...are more of a con-
solation to the living than of
assistance to the dead.” Since
that time, many other qualified
. persons in religion and
psychology have agreed. The

realty of death, while it brings
together relatives and friends to
share the burden of grief of the
bereaved family.

Respectfully.

N hivany
NEILL

FUNERAL HOME
AND CHAPEL
' 704/663-3939

I have never understood that oft —
quoted decree of Marie Antoinette

Apparently the story is told to
. .show the queen's insensitivity — or

‘Especially poundcake" Now

- Suecess transforms“a cook into-an

E—:EEBEEEBEGEE—EB

AMcohol - Drug Information |ﬂ

By BILL WEANT
Tri-County Mental Health'Center

* than cocaine powder, .

, cocaine,
&  There are many street names for ;-
@‘ ocain Soms of the most common

‘v?“s:nperb (p‘o&l‘nq;!& "

» nn ‘w
‘u#wmte wqmua NOIEL eruw .

‘1663 -35@929)

Cartoon

At UNCC

funéral service impresses the |

-—~-\“The-Art of CartoOhiAg™ presents

Fridays and ‘1 pm. to 4 pm.
Saturdays. For more information,

call 547-2478 from 8 a m. to5 p,m.
weekdays.

coconut caramel chocolate. and deeervedtobebrouzedandplaced in a glass of milk. It lends itself well to hlghest hohdsy seasons of the year,.vr :
of course;- universally anticipated
prized posggsionon.he peasant and _permanent reminders of the best But good poundcake also stands  with more eageriess and greed than’
the' pride ‘of the philosopher, the man (and more often, woman) can well alone, its own reason for being,  the arrival of- the "Easter'Bunny,

: Santa Claus, or the Tooth Fairy, and
.‘hee .and hard enough to seem Although proper and appropriate  rivalled only by the Sandman, ‘
to eat any day — or night — of the As'eveeryone knnws, the arrival of
There was.a time when men and . year, poundcake doéS have an an-  official ‘poundcake’ season made ;
shared mainstaff of Sunday com- women dressed formally for dinner nual” official season. Poundcake William--Shakespeare - the: great..
munion, poundcake stands as mute  each evening. y wore plainblagk  Pounce stretches from Halloween  writer he was. Of that annual arrival
witness that there is somethifg  clothing; depe ‘upon the-food, (All Hallow's Eve) to Twelfth Night,  he wrote: “Now is the winter of our
above and beyond - everyday flowers; silverware, china, crystal, - a Zregrettably short period of a mere  discontent made glorious Nt
“existence, .that something ex- and . candlelights - to provlde the - two months and two weeks. .
traordmary is posaible in the midst -ornamentation - and -color -of -the --Short:though ~the " Poundcake each of his new plays by cuting a
of “ordinary lives, and™ that evening; A good poundcake is Jike Pounce Period may be, however, poundcake’ instead of a ribbon — a ‘J’
something- supernatural-can-come -~ unto s “simple black dress”, for one  thereis one consolation — that oneis - lost; custo that, if revived, would . [
can augment itinmanyways-—wrth permitted poundeake at least acea  guarantee any new auto showroom - -
boiled custard or ice cream, syrups day for the 73-days if one can'find  or shopping mall a mob. If you let -
them eat cake — plain’ old' pound-

Boston Cream. Poundcake is the spotlights in the Smithsonian as suchcomplementarity.

fillenoftheagegapbetweenourﬁrst create. . (Sadly, . there ‘are: others  self-justified.
andsecondchildhoods v

Tooindescribable to be the tapic of ~ madeo(bronze )
poets’ paeans, too sacred to be the

from natural elements -

Poundcake is twice-blessed it  or fruils or preserves, even'spread " it. s f - -
blesses both its baker and-is par- . With peanut butter or crumbled into | ;
taker. A cook’s reputation rises with —
the rise and aroma of poundcake. -

"oundcake Pounce is one of the cake 'lla

artist; failure, intoa eartoonist. - o
Occasional poundeakes -have

L

B A announces
FRES relocatlon of his pracﬂce of

Infertlhty Obstetrlcs and Gynecology
to
564 Brookdule Dnve

“Statesville© -
(across from{lredvell Memorial Hospital) ’

N

draw acrowd.

stimulants, cocaine can produce a
sens¢ of unpleasant depression in
the use when the initial stimulant
effects of the drug have ended.

. Crack is concentrated cocaine
paste cut into chips and smoled.
Because crack is inhaled directly
into the lungs, it affects the user
more quickly and more powerfully

Even one use of cocaine mek
can cause death through heart at-
tack, respiratory failure and con-
vulsions. Remember basketball star
Len Bias, and pro-football player
Don Rodgers?

Cocaine destroys the mucous
linings in the nose and can giveyoua
runny rose, headaches, ‘nosebleeds.
Cocaine may 'cause permanent
physical damage.

Crack is the most addictive drug
known. it is almost instantaneously
addictive.

Once addicted, a cocaine or crack
user is physically ‘and mentally
dependent on the drug and may lie,
steal, and.perhaps even kill to get
money for moredrugs. -

Laboratory animals will subject
themselves to electric shocks and

give up food and water to get more

Treatment ' for subltance abule
addiction ts available tmmyour Tei- .

consultant with the Trl-County
Mental Health Center, 418 East
Statesville Ave., Mooresville. If you
have a questlon concerning alcohol
or other drugs that you would like
answered in a future column, phone

Exhibit

An exhibit featuring con-
tefnporary newspaper and comic

book cartoons as fine art is currently
on display at the University of North
: Carolina at Charlotte’s Rowe
Gallery.

The exhibit, “The Art of Car-
tooning,” includes the work of
Charles Schultz of “Peanuts,”
Milton Caniff of ‘‘Steve Canyon,”
Hank Ketcham of “Demnis the
Menace,” Mort Walker of “Beetle
E:lley" and Bob Oksner of “Lois

ne.”

€5 original drawings with ex-
planatory notes and assoclated
production materials' and runs
through Nov. 20. Gallery hours are
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays through
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