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JV Vikings Earn Share
Of FAC Title

South Iredell’s junior varsity foot-

S ikings were inspired more by
what they didn’t want, rather

what they wanted, in Thursday
night's season finale.

“We didn't want Statesville to be
the junior varsity league champions
all by itself,”” summed up Ron
Shepherd, a varsity staff assistant
assigned to mentor the jayvee crew.
“We knew we had to win to prevent
that.”

And prevent it they did, as the
visiting Vikes took advantage of a
second-chance on a touchdown con-
version play to squeeze past Wilkes
Central, 8-7, and earn themselves a
coveted share of the Foothills
Athletic Confernce “ufmor varsity
championship. |

“We're very/ pleased to be be con-
ference co-champions,’’
acknowledged Shepherd. ““The kids
were in this game mentally and
physically. We knew what was
riding on the outcome. It was up to
us, and we did what we had to do.”

As a result of the hard-fought win,
South’s Baby Vikings complete their
season at 8-2 overall and 5-1 in the
FAC. It gives them the best overall
record of any team in the con-
ference, and it earns the Vikings a
share of the jayvee league crown
with Statesville.

“We had a chance to be league
champions all. by ourselves,” note
Shepherd, whose team was denied
that by losing to Statesville's
Greypups the previous Thursday
night. “We lost that, but we still
finished as co-champions. For that
reason, we’re very satisfied with our
season overall.”

Thursday’s win christened a
highly emotional, and ultimately ex-
hilerating, weekend on the South
Iredell campus.

One night after the jayvees clinch-
ed their share of the FAC title, the
varsity Vikings sewed up their first
ever postseason bid with a dramatic,
16-7 grounding of the Wilkes Central
Eagles.

“It's been quite a week around
here,” confirmed Shepherd.

The jayvees helped make it com-
plete, but not without a struggle.

Wilkes Central jumped on top with
a first-quarter touchdown and extra-
point kick, and the lead remained at
7-0 in the hosts favor throughout the
remainder of the first half.

The guests then pulled to within a
point on a one-yard plunge by
tailback Toussant Clark, who car-
ried more than one Eagle defender
with him into the opponent's end-
zone,
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Shying away from a tie and optiné
for a shot at the lead, South's initial
oriversion was stopped,
but a face masking penalty on the
Eagles gave the Vikes welcomed

-new life.
And South Iredel} lived it to the-

fullest, as Clark appeared stopped
on the second conversion run only to
lateral back to backfield mate Mike
White just before being tackled.
The surprised White then motored
three yards virtually untouched for
the conversion, which in the end

" spelled the difference in the game.

#That play worked just as we

planned,” joked Shepherd. “Actual- -

ly, it was pretty quick thinking on
Toussant's part, and we're glad
Mike was there. The way the game,
was being played, we didn’t know if
we'd have another scoring oppor-
tunity. We figured we’d better go for
itall.”

As it turned out, South did have a
couple of more scoring changes, but
a dropped pags in the end zone, a
fumble inside the Wilkes Central
five, and a.stiff defensive challenge
by the hosts that stalled g Viking
drive at the Eagle three all combin-
ed to prevent further scoring by the
guests,

South also won the yardage battle,
rushing for 77 yards, to 79 by the
Eagles, but passing for 89, to only 54
managed by Wilkes Central. The
winners also accumulated 18 first
downs, but they were hurt by tur-
novers, losing the ball four times on
fumbles.

Clark rushed for 37 yards to lead
the offense on the ground, while
White added 28, including his all-
important conversion, and Tyrone
Gardner chipped in with 18. White
also snared five passes for a team-
high 26 yards, while Chris Brown,
Ronnie Eckles, Jason Dishman, and
Kevin Bryant all caught one pass
apiece.

On defense, Shane Russ and David
Ikard each pounced on a pair of
Wilkes Central fumbles, while
Eckles plucked an interception.
Clark was credited with eight solo
tackles, while Andy Crane pitched in
with six primary hits.

By closing the season on a winning
note, the jayvee Vikings finjshed
with one of the best records ever for
a junior varsity team at the school.

Several members of the team are
being rewarded this week by being
moved up to varsity status, allowing
them to make the trip to Central
Cabarrus to compete in South
Iredell's first ever varsity
postseason football game.
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Front Row L-R:Cimmings, Curtis,. Jones, Cline, Bunton, Case, Edwards, And Dyson;

2nd Row L-R:Satterfield, Greene, Daino, Lawson, Crooks, Westmoreland, Leatherwood

'77 Rowdies Can't Wait 'Til Spring

With their fall season having just
been completed, the spring can't get

- here fast enough to suit the 1977

Iredell Select Soccer Rowdies.
- For they, indeed, have something
to look forward to.

In fact, the '77's may be the only
team in their age division statewide
to hate to see the fall season draw to
a close, and with good reason, as
they capped a highly successfull
overall campaign, and an
undefeated one within their age
bracket, with a convincing win
Saturday afternoon.

The Rowdies of coach Jerry 'Sat-
terfield blitzed the Charlotte Junior

Strikers, 6-0, Saturday to complete

an 11-1-1 season overall and wrap up
a perfect, 90 showing within their
division.

It's that latter record that counts
the most, as it enabled the '77's to
place first in the state in their divi-
sion with that undefeated showing.

This fall represented only the
team’s third season of play, and it
also accounted for their best, as
their overall 11-1-1 record was algp
best among the team heil™ age
division.

In Saturday’s win, Jeff Case and
Eric Dyson each dished out a pair of
goals, while Kevin Lawson and Greg
Edwards each slapped home a
single goal.

Bobby Cummings was credited
with a pair of assists, while Case,
Dyson and Brooke Satterfield eaeh
registered an assist.

The lopsided showing in the
team’s season-finale continued a tor-
rid goals-registered to goals-allowed

ratio enjoyed by the Rowdies.

During the course of the season,
the "77 crew wound up out-scoring
their opponents by an average of
four goals to one per match. They
‘'scored a total of 44 goals while allow-

ing only 11.
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Other members of the state’s first-
place team include Shane Curtis,

~CHRISTMAS

Daniel Jones, Nick Cline, Josh Bun-
ton, Josh Greene, Bert Daino,
Charles Crooks, Micheal
Westmoreland and Cory Leather-
wood.

The Rowdies will now take the
winter off to relish their fall's ac-
complishments. while eagerly
awaiting the approaching of the spr-
ing with, what. coach Satterfield
termed ‘“‘high hopes of contuining
our winning ways."”
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