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America’s Downtowns Are Looking Up

s 1 T

From The Virginian Pilot, Norfolk
A national economic down-turn could slow
the trend, but urban specialists report that
the fortunes of downtowns across America
have been improving. Hand-wringing over
downtowns seems to be less and less ap-

owns had been the norm,

Declining downt
1d War II, as more and

at least since Wor
more Americans -holding well paying jobs
scurried to the suburbs, abandoning more
and more blocks in central cities to the work-
non-working poor of all ages.
easingly shunned down-town
retailers for the bright new department
stores and shops in suburban shopping
centers. Dowritowns bécame shabbler.

terioration was accelerated
] bulldozers and wrecking
to save downtowns by
mpty warehouses, slum
businesses still standing.
d vicic leaders thought in

Customers incr

Maybe this de
by urban renewa
balls called in
demolishing the e
housing and small
But the experts an
the 1950s and 1960s that slum clearance was
essential to aging cities’ reconstruction. Only

. in the latter decade did some experts question
the arguments for slum clearance. :

Now—Ilooking at the revival of some
downtowns that escaped urban renewal—it is
also easy to think that revivals woiild haveoc-

Our Antiquated School Schedule

From The News and Observer, Raleigh

The prospect might sting students who
anning their summer vacations at
a school bell. But the Los
es school board follows a practical, as
onal, path in voting to institute
School officials in

fall's first ring of

well as educatl
a year-round school term.
the Triangle would do well to examine that
trail once it is.blgzed. ‘
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Considering Consistency

Who knows what evil lurks behind the

creaking door? The Shadow, maybe, but cer-

- tainly not Malcolm Forbes. He should have
stood on his motorcycle last week.

A Forbes letter plugging circulation for
of the same name reached its
ts the Monday after the
's bull plunged down the
tter inner darkness. To
the value of his business-

oriented magazine to CEOs of the business
world, Forbes said he wanted to share with
“Dear Executive” some of Forbes experts’
“latest thinking on what’s ahead for
American business.”

“Specifically,” the publisher wrote, “I
will describe three forecasts we believe are
certain to come to pass in the not-too-distant
future. These forecasts may seem terribly ob-
vious. No matter. If you heed them—and their
implications—I believe you will be in position
to reap enormous rewards.”

First and foremost of his forecasts: “Dow

. Jones at 3,000.” :

This forecast is hours in advance of the
Monday night meeting of the Mooresville
Board of Education: the local school board

again, thanks, but no thanks.

It will if it shows any consis
and it has been unwavering in its position to

_date. The local board has made one thing
is not interested one iota in
theorizing, considering,
thing whatsoever that

privilege of truly quality education to more |

children. Beyond that, nothing. Never.
Period. .
The lbcal system has what it wants. It says

- as much repeatedly and unchangingly: No

other school system has anything to offer us.
We're the best there is, and we're getting bet-
ter with every contest we enter.’ Don’t go
away mad, just goaway. R

So what is all this about a “model school
system” study in which all three Iredell
County school systems would participate?
What,; indeed.

After years of banging their heads against
the granite in which Mooresville’s position is
carved, most members of the Iredell County
school board have faced reality. Mooresville
is not interested in school consolidaiton, and
without Mooresville consolidation makes no
sense. ‘

Statesville, at this juncture, is hot to trot.
After years of pursuing, the county system is .
frustrated further as the pursued. Growing
disagreement between Statesville and the
county gives Mooresville all the more reason
to, again, wash its hands of what it sees asa
most sordid business.

It's Wednesday noon or later where you
are. Mooresville's sehool board was on track
to decide Monday. night at its monthly
meeting whether to join Statesville and the
county to discuss a ‘‘model” county-wide
school system with the latest set of educa-
tional experts at the Research Triangle In-
stitute,

It's Monday noon where we are. We shall
see what we shall see. When we get where you
are, will we be saying ‘‘move over, Malcolm,
we take the cake?"”’

curred naturally in many central cities as the
U.S. economy expanded and significant
percentages of the baby-boom generation
moved into cities in pursuit of jobs, relatively
inexpensive housing, entertainment and an
end to commuting on jammed roads.

By the end of the 1970s, much old
downtown real estate had become cheap
relative to suburban real estate, with the
result that developers and speculators
started acquiring downtown buildings for
renovation or for the land they occupied.
Meanwhile, other construction was occurring
on acreage cleared by redevelopment
authorities.

Their gradual re-creation as places to live
-as welras work isthe most éncouraging sign
that downtowns will ‘continue- to revive.
Suburban growth, still will be spectacular,
but downtowns’ appeal to a sizable segment
of upscale Americans is gaining as increasing
numbers of downtown dwelling units are built
and bought or rented.

That downtowns are regaining their
economic and social health is happy news for
central cities, which benefit from the jobs and
taxes spun off by the resurgence. And pro-
sperous cities are good for America, in-
asmuch as cities in poor economic health
drain the national treasury. :

was designed for an agricultural society, in
which children would leave school in the sum-
mer to help bring in the crops. ‘

But there are now, in a more urbanized
society, much greater long-term benefits to
be reaped with a full-year school calendar.

Yes, it would cost money at first. School
buildings would have to be air-conditioned,
and there would be increased expense,
perhaps, in maintaining buildings and sup-
port services. Teachers’ salaries, which
ought to be increased anyway, would have to
be re-evaluated. And Wake Superintendent

‘Rimﬁdgaﬁnd‘schmrbmhnmberr -

could expect to feel heat from parents who
would challenge their leadership. But the

board should give the idea more than Jip ser-

vice and not back away from the pressure.

" The problems associatéd with the
13-month school calendar come primarily
from the inconvenience of setting itup.That's

out-of-date schedule.
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And, let’s face it,
There are no promis

IN OT

~OUR
COMMUNITY

"

SR Romoa T AN E

HER Y
1951
36 YEARS AGO

-of it-alive; - sometimes believe that we are
re for a brief time only to ex-.
us stages of grief. This is -
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For some reason, we can deal better
with the death of a person who s cut down in
e. 1 find it difficult to apply logic to
Not only is he a vital member
of his community, an es
businessman with
his surroundings,
and father. We la
will be sorely missed by
him. But we weep harder for his
are the ones left behin
es. The full impact of their
loss will not be realized for months, or
perhaps even years later -
The death of an elder
readily accepted. We are saddened because
he has always been there for us,
like the mighty oak.
s — often selfishly.

1 have too mu
get all upset wi
pany. Besides, n
sometimes good new.
up-and-wait witha p
rt for so ma

light for
285 or 300 bein,
vote in a city-wide contest.
Because there was no contest
in the other wards, little
interest had been aroused in
the one ward fight.
The new Mayor and town
commissioners will take
office on June 1, 1951, The
‘official set-up will be as
follows:
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this situation.

viable ideas to improve
he is a beloved husband
ment his passing, for he
those -who knew -

get up for fiv
two, then ge
more. Consider
grab an occasional
various other necessities,
fend for themselv t how hectic my 8
is. 1 sleep on
pressure. The majority of the
time is filled with plannin,
ain’t great, but it works

ly person is more g for tomorrow. It

for me, so I can't

jled method, formulated
something stresses
tine, I would rather
t midnight than at
fter 4a.m., and
m. If my sch
it takes me two
up. Consequently, my
fully and stringently budgeted.
frequently several ina row,
family members in passing.
working much harder
Such are the

ea in which I indulge
to'be automabile rac-
‘Winston Cup circuit.
is scheduled to be telecast
I work especially hard during
ide some time for viewing.
how I felt when the Oct. 4
rambled. I know
tween the speedway
to blackout.the view-
ertain distance of the
prohibit televising so that atten-
dance will not be :

However, pay
suggests, If I buy

nent fixture,
he is gone, we mourn los
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e done to somehow alter the
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learn to deal with the end.

It is only natural to look on
side of death. We suddenly,
realize what we've lost. Each of us
-to- cope on a personal basis.
some can't. Without trying to
sound philosophical, I feel compelled to' 58y
that death comes easily for its
Their families and loved ones are des
. Who can justify the death
a breadwinner be
family? What happens when
we outline our usefulness? What right do 1
have to ask these questions? .

Death is an escape. We should dwell on
life. And life is nothing
time. This being the case, as I see it, time
wasted is time lost, never to be regained.
‘We had bétter make the most of it, for it is
As the fellow explained to his -
ding his newspaper in the
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Clyde Stutts, 27-year-old :
employee of the town, was !
buried alive last Thursday !
morning—yet he escaped
i:g‘ll:lry except for a sprained :

o :

ticket, then got locked out o
~ Besides, the Morrow home
tempt to do the same miles from North Wilkesboro.
that is — in this space toda
a thought or two to contemplate,
ide a short update on the happen-
ings in my life.
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for seven months now
spend three days on
The other four are dedic
which is well into the fourth chapter. I
basic outline, an idea, but
lots of flexibility in the
characters. I figure that, above all
y-must-be-believable. Th
has also underg

win some and you lose som
plain to Lakeside Cable
the race — but it would
decent thing to do is inform the viewers of
the blackout before race day.
perspective, we have to b
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ive-death, or deal
be contrary to your view-
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allowed for
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‘Holmes Poston, ~wounded—
Navy veteran and former
Mooresville policeman, won .
an easy victory in th
race for . com-
‘missioner in ward one at the
Democratic primary contest
here last Saturday. Poston
collected 116 votes, orris
Nantz 59, and M.V, (Cocky
Sides) 45 votes.
The total votes of 220 was
that ward, around
g the normal

Fred -Morrow,
Robert Little and Holmes
Poston, commissioners from
ward one; Charlie Gunter
and Clayton
commissioners from ward
two; Robert Holshouser and
Philip Mack commissioners
from ward three.

The school trustees will be
the same as during the last
term: J.M. Morrow, Dr. C.L.
Bittinger, Hugh Lyerly, Nat
Archer, and Robert Baker |

3

that the ‘structure, located
next door to the Duke Power
Co., would have 1600 sq.ft. of
floor space, being 21 ft. wide
and 80 ft. long. The building
of brick construction will
have a front of mo-sia stone,
and a concrete roof: It will be
1-story and will be com-
pletely air-conditioned.

Schedule for occupancy in .
4 months, the building will
house the savings and loan :
--now—located -on--N. :

Working with a street
maintenance crew,
young man was trapped by a
cave-in on E. Catawba Ave. .
about 10 o'clock in the -
morning, and thus had the '
“most horrible experie

Davidson

Construction
Company has been awarded
the contract
modern, fireproof building
on N. Main St. for the
Mooresville Federal Savings
and Loan Association. John
secretary-treasurer

to erect a

“?dplfi?? hree: RETCRNL D
percent toyour heatingeosts., . 11
or replace furnace filters

otfation, anrojiriced” -

Larry McGehee, vice president for
de\_/elopment _and - professor of
religion at Wofford College, It was
provided free to newspapers by the
Spartanburg, S.C. School.

. Jefferson Davis has always beena
~paradox in’ southern memories.

.....

univeral sincelthe War ended 122
- years ago, but feelings towards
Davis haveever been mixed.

He was the subject of great con-
troversies throughout the War.
Every promotion he mad in the
corps of officers and every ap-
pointment he made ‘to his cabinet
had instant-critics. Every battle lost
and every inch of ground surren-
dered, every missed meal or
upreplaced platoon, were balmed on
him. Congressman railed against
him, sought his impeachment or
replacement; editors flayed him
with whips of words; governors
withdrew their state’s troops from
him. * i
Yet,

As cooler weather inches its way
into the Piedmont Carolinas, Duke
Power offers several tips on ways
you can winterize your home.
Making sure home is well in-
sulated is the single most important
action you can take to save energy.
Areas of your home that require
insulation are the ceilings, exterior
walls, floors and the duct system. A
well-insulated home means you'll
use less energy for heat.

. Install storm windows and doofs.
Relatively inexpensive vinyl window
kits found at most building supply
stores also will serve the same
purpose. °

Stop cold outside air from coming
into your home by caulking and
weather-stripping around doors,
windows and wherever two different
building materials or parts of a
structure meet.

Set your thermostat at 70 degrees. .
Each degree above that setting will
iy, three percanti,fo- five,,

o~

"

Clean

)

monthly to keep the system from
having to work harder than it

Dear friends,

Veterans Day brings back poig-
nant memories to all but the very
'young; Wars are fought to “end

_all ._.wars"’, _yet _they continye.:
_Mankind has gradually establish-

ed the rule of law to resolve
disputes that caused bloodshed
between clans, tribes, and states,
Is it not possible to extend this
rule of law among nations, so that
man can finally honor God’s com-

‘] mandment, ‘Thou shalt not

kill?*
Respectfully,

AN

NEILL
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AND CHAPEL
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Aixed-Emotions

book a$month after it was published *
-in—1866,—and_-he.made_careful .
marginal notes throughout, on 180
his ex- . | SingleDenture ..«.......ooooviiiness
perierices were not quite as painful
as often thought: o ;
Thanks to the careful researchof { Partials ........coovvieeievniiann:
Prof. Edward K. Eckert, historians " ' ' ‘ '
and southerners (often one and the
_same) now_have available Davis's - |
own fiotes, plus-Eckert's new con--§- -
struction of what really happened in

Jefferson Davis Still Stirs

This materlal was written by Dr. . hirn. One was that he lived on fora . ¢
quarter-century after the War, the-
most visible and vocal of all the

_-southern- leaders, many of whom
had died in the War itself or soon

thereafter. His frequent speeches,

1 and writings

singlemindedly = devoted

-justifications of-the past..His wife,

living-until 1906, was just as visible

and outspoken.

. But the ! second, . and ' primary,
reason for Davis’s about-face in the
Aeyo;c—oivhisiellow—southeme’rs—'was- .
his imprisonment. Almost alone he
bore the brunt of punishment from.
the victors, and his two years in Fort
Monroe changed hi

ceased , claiming " it was, “but by
"Charles: G. Halpine, " editorof "a.
poljtical newspaper, the “New York
n.”" Halpine was-a northern
Democrat-who-felt.the_book would
create public revulsion, North and
South, over. Davis's treatment at the
hands of Radical Republicans. Old-
. line Democrats in the North would
- team up-with southern_Democrats
- (who could thenstill vote) to.electa "
Democratic Congress in 1866 and re-
elect Andrew Johnson in 1868,
‘Halpine, an Irish immigrant, was
best known-as-the-creator.of essays.
's abott the foibles of the fictional

ng His Health “and -Habits,
ther. with; Many Conversations
‘opics of Great Public Interest.’
ally, it was better
the first 5 words.) = <~

Davis was very fami
book and never publicly repudiated
it. For decades, therefore, -the im-
pression has been left and a myth
promoted that the book i5°a factual
and accurate account
prison days.: Prominent "historians
have giioted it and footroted from'it

t,‘some101}ear_s-_no
gress restored Davis
the Craven book comes M
close to being a fraud.
R the book was nof
written by Craven,

' In the library of Tulane Library
t even- lies proof of the Halpine lies. Jef-
though he never ferson Davis received a copy of the
Merely being in prison for two :
years was enough in itself to loosen
the strings of forgiveéness and
sympathy in southern hearts. But
emotions were rubbed raw by the -
details of Davis’s dismal dungeon
provided in a widely circulated
book, ailedgedly written by Dr. John

J. Craven, the prison doctor during
th{irst six months.

Published in mid-1866 in New
York, the full title of the book was
“Prison Life of Jefferson Davis,
Embracing Details and Incidents of
His Captivity, -Particulars Con-

" ENERGY

By Harriette B. Skaggs
Duke Power Consumer Products Specialist

few n(en received the
homage, praise, and parades of
reverepge Davis did once the War
was ended. Two things turned the
tide of southern public favor towards

Leave shades and draperies open
on sunny days and allow the sun to
help heat your rooms. Be sure to
close them at night to keep heat
from escaping through the glass.

Remove window air conditioning -
units, or buy covers for them, to
prevent hear from being lost
through and around them.

Don't close warm air registers in
unused rooms if you have a central
heating system. Your furnace will
work more efficiently if warm air is

throughout the house.

—Let household activities such as
cooking, laundry and bathing heat
your home and add needed

™ Full Denture Ser

General Den
-Upperand LowerDenture ............

Simple Extractions........ e e
: Repairs And Relines

75.00 And Up |
130.00 And Up |
150,00 And Up |
15.00 And Up.

» = . Call For.Appointment.or Information

Foit Monroe: “Fiction Distori o - -

Fact”: The Prison Life, Annotatgg‘ - 104 813 0341

_by/ Jefferson ‘Davis” -(Mercer .

‘University Press, 1987). B O
[/The -great irony is that a book
intended to help Andrew Johnson

would us helping Jefferson Davis far : , - 1000-Ft. Off i-40

2515 West Front Street
Statesville, N.C, 28677

*.(Hwy: No. 90 — Taylorsville Rd.)

mositure. When involved in such '
exhaust fans

—Make sure fhat registers are not
blocked by drapes or furniture.
<1f you're goln

the heat, This will prevent pipes
from freezing and bursting if a
sudden cold snap occurs.

Your local Duke Power office can
also help you prepare for cooler.
weather. If your home meets Duke
Power's insulation standards, you'll
pay less for electricity because
you're billed at a lower rate. 1t's
called the Residential conservation
Rate, or the RC Rate.

The company also offers a ‘‘home
energy analysis,” free of charge to
all customers. A Duke represen-

' tative can inspect your home from
top to bottom and recommend ways
to make it more energy efficient.

Duké cai also tell you how long it
will take for lower energy bills to
make up for the cost of any energy
improvements you make.

'NCNB Dividend
Up 10 Percent

NCNB Corp. has announced a 10-
percent increase in the quarterly

Marth _"a‘ White Flout

The quarterly cash dividend will
increase from 21 cents to 23 cents
per share. The dividend is payable
Dec. 24, to shareholders of record

Top Round Fresh Flounder Fillet

Charlotte-based NCNB Corp. is
the largest bank holding company in
__the Squtheast, with $27.9 billion in
assets. It operates full-service banks
in six southeastern states. It ha
tyreeofﬁcahere. :
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