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: ‘ It almost can't getany better than  boys and girls betweensixandseven _ Heading pp the group's second eW U A e Oa C es O vl rec | m p
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YT T Y Ty S P R T S ’ D E O The Dodger's Josh Smith belted ~ Smith crafted the Heaviest weapon carried by the Yankees' There’s a new sound emulating- summer - umpiring ‘yoith +league  Mustangs visited Mooresville Senior  After highschool, Pinyanattended  health and physical education wher ' i
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Football's‘Here,  Ready Or-Not gwm§ f:%(ztltlle Devils \;ho d::ead mgtrete Observer's
e fia o CBaE o . Sweet 16 poll released Sunday, refurn 13 starters-ori last

theg u::;ntsg etgeg;: :::iets h;l'sh 33{323’23 e&rtg'i:sfvgl{esng year’s 9-4 squad. Newton-Conover, last year’s winner despite
* when yet another high school foothall season kicks off, Odds Suffering.an 16-0 loss to Maiden, is also expected to challenge,

are that come Friday night, there will be a small breeze, and -as-isastill young but im.proved'-Mooresville’squad*and’revivs
with it will come the sweet smell of the sport mat occupies the ing Bangr Hill team. First place may be all bu’t conceeded,
majority of our late summer and fall interest but a race will exist to determine the league’s other two

And believe it or pot, most of us are ready for it. representatives in the state playoffs.

The arrival of football means that true football weather is If emotions are to be used as a g\iide for recovery, then
not far behind. After the heat-filled summer that has over- Mooresville is definitely on the right road. In Friday's scrim-
worked our sweat glands, we’re all indeed ready for that. mage here against East Rowan, a number of extra-cirricular

In these parts, we will notice right off the bat that activities took place, resulting in several players off both -

something is missing. The announcement was made last year teams being ejected. You never like to see things like this hap-

that South Iredell and Mooresville would not meet on the pen inany sporting event, and in no may am I condoning what

gridiron this coming season. At the time of that revelation, we - took place, but it did show that the Devils’ competitive fire,

were involved in numerous ‘'other-things, and it’s full impact which was all but extinguished last season, has been rekindl-

may not have hit us solid. But now, with the season all but ed. It leads one to think that warmer days lie ahead following

here, we’ll find out just how much we miss each other. My last.year’s chilling, 2-8 record.

thought on the matter hasn’t changed. It's a shame that such a . Iy

natural rivalry can’t continue. Other Sports Tee Off, Too: Most everyone, yours'truly most
; : - . definitely included, talks football from now .‘through

wrﬁ:’;"gﬁfi&g‘ﬁg {,;eis‘;ltg:f atggtlﬁﬁzl%ltﬂznme:bggxg November and little else. Lest we forget, though, there are a
Y number of other sports that use the opening leg of the high

their open dates this the opening weekend of the prep cam- ; i & ; d
paign. Both clubs participated in a couple of scrimlgxa?&s bet- Zﬁl::gl year in sports as their stage on which to perform their

ween last Friday and last (Tuesday) night, and they each have it - : ;
until the following weekend to prepase for seastil christen- Included among these activities are soccer, girls tenis,
ings. South Iredell travels to Charlotte County Day to begin its volleyball, and crdss country running. That provides the fall
1987 season, while Mooresville entertains schedule.newcomer g:alendm: with more sports than any of the remaining schedul-
Mt. Pleasant that same Friday night to get its season under- mg.sectlons. It's a sportswrlter s dream, _what with games
way. taking place every whi¢h way you turn, but it can alsoobecome
. a nightmare when results are hard to come by. ,
Elsewhere within their respective leagues, the Foothills  Therefore, consider this my annual plea for coaches of th
Athletic Conference for South and the Southern District VII - sports to make plans now for litting mepknow h:w ;01?: t?aamg‘
Conference for Mooresville, a host of games are on tap for the play, Win or lose, mind you, getting the results and keeping

-weekend. records is the reason I'm here. I'd jate it
In the FAC, Statesville, West Iredell and Wilkes Central n T here. 7€ appreciate I

are all at home in openers, while North Iredell and North
Surry are both on the road. Forbush, the remaining member
of the three-year-old circuit, is also idle.

In the SD-7, defending conference champion Newton-

Local Athletes Done Good, Revised: Frank Owens called to
find out if I knew something he didn’t. Troy Gagliardo made it
a point to single me out and thank me for a job well done. Both

Conover, Bandys, and Cherryville all host incoming foes, contacted me over the past week for basically the same
while Bessemer City and Maiden, the latter this year’s odds- ;eason, to he(l:g “l‘e t;olavwe last week's sltact}on 'concﬁrmng
on favorite, both go on the road. Bunker Hill and West Lincoln  “OFT¢! high school athletes who are now playing in college.
join Mooresville with open dates. ‘In Owens’ case, his daughter, Tori, rides to school w_,1th
Bucky Adams, the former three-sport standout at Mooresville
The FAC figures to be a tight race throughout, much as it Senior High who I declared last week was now playing
was a year.ago when results from the final night of play decid- baseball at Pfeiffer. I knew it was wrong as soon as I read it
ed the three teams advancing into the playoffs. West Iredell, while thumbing through the sports section Wednesday after-
primarily because of its undefeated run a year ago, is ex- noon, Adams, you see, attends Wingate, where he plays on the
pected to make the most of its eight returning starters to baseball team. So in answer to your question, Frank, no,
repeat as league titleists, but it will have its hands full trying you're not sending Tori’s tuition fees to the wrong school. I
to do so. Statesville is always tough, and the Vikings, 7-3 in was the one sending Bucky the wrong way.
what was billed as a rebuilding effort last season, shouldhave , As for Gagliardo, you have to know him to appreciate him.
a lof to say about the final standings. Unfortunately, I know him. Troy, who also responds to names

out base hits at an astonishing .888
clip to finish &s - the youth
recreational T-Ball Baseball
League's top batsman during the

_recently-concluded  campaign
“condiicted through-the-Mooresville

Recreation Department.

.. Smith was one of two players to:
bat- better than .800 during the
season, and he topped that second-
place finisher in the batting average

race by nearly 50 percentage points.

Smith is one of two Dodgers to
place among the league top 10 hit-
ters, all of whom batted .666 or
better for the length of the season.

Actually there are 11 players on
the list, as a two-way tie, exists in
that 10th spot.

The T-Ball League is made up of

Burris Adds Bat Title To Credits

Baxter Burris proved to be a two-
time terror during the Men's Open
Summer Softball League.  * .

Burris pounded out a league-best
total of home runs, but he was more

, than just a one-dimensional power
hitter.

He also fashioned the highest
overall batting average of any
player in the league, according to
final reaguar-season batting results
released by the sponsoring
Mooresville Recreation Department
early this week.

Burris "topped the league with a

. stellar, .777 batting eye, topping the

next best combatant at the plate by
more than 100 percentage points.

Coupled with his league best 15

home runs, Burris practically ruled

e roost from his perch on the left

sije of home plate. :

Burris was the only one of the top
10 batters to crack the .700 barrier,
and he was one of three members of
the Wades Kooker Sales team to
finish among those top hitsmen.

Lady Imps
To Start
Softball

This being the cleat season, it's
time for the Lady Imps to don theirs,
No, not the football kind, but,

rather, those worn during the

average at .888, just missing the .900
plateau and within sight, at least, of
the perfect 1.000 barrier. -

For him, it just can't get much

Cbetter. ... __
That was bad news for-the Braves' ...
Zachariah Rhoton, who also bet- .

tered the .800 mark but was forced to
settle for Tunner-up status: Rhoton
hit a more than respectable .848 to
finish second in the hitrace. -

The Brewers lead the way. by
placing three players on the list, one
that also included a pair-of Pogers,
two Braves, a couple of Cubs, a
Yankee and an Astro.

The Bfaves' Jason Phifer and the
Dodgers’ Damien Smith both toted
.773 pleces of lumber to share .the
third spot, just ahead of the .762 bat
yielded by the Cubs’ Josh Graham.

A league-best four players made
the list from the Custom Products

team, while one each earned status .

on the list from Douglas, Laney's
Fish Camp, and Sea Shell Pet Shop.

Finishing well behind Burris, and
also well ahead of the third best
hitter, was Douglas’ Otis West-
moreland, who crafted a .634 batting
eye. He along with Burris was the
only one who better the .600 mark, as
all the remaining players on the list
stayed in the .500’s,

Wades’ Ed Isenhour and Laney's
Rick Graham both batted in the
.680’s, the former at .585 and the
latter at .581. )

Two more players finished with
batting averages in the .570’s and
separated bya single point, those
being Sea Shell's Thomas Brackett

N. Main Street
At Linwood Road

Jamie Cummings. Cub Scott
Brotherton and Brewer Asher
Stevenson finished with averages six
percentage points apart, the former

at 692 and the latter at .686 for the

$€asol

Thé second vow@;é’ﬂrewers inthe
power lineup is Greg Painter, who

earned his place-there-with-a680— -

stick, while the Brewers’ Johnathan
Baker and the Astros' Thomas Hart
each received league-wide attention
by swinging at a .666 clip.. ]
Season-iong batting statistics

within the T-Ball League were
compiled by officials within the

.league-sponsoring  recreation

department, and the final results of
those findings were released "late
last week. o

and Custom's Bruce Overcash at
,576 and .575, respectively.

‘A pair-of- players off - different
teams sharéd the same batting
average percentage, as both Jerry
Wyatt of Wades and Bum Nantz of
Custom belted out hits at a .558 clip.

Custom's John Williams and
teammate Charles Tyler round out
the top 10, the former at .550 and the
latter at .543.

Season-long batting statistics
were compiled by officials within the
league-sponsoring recreation
department, who then released the
results of those stats early this week.

A number of those same players

. are competing in the Men's Open

Fall Softball League now underway
four nights per week at Moor Park.

Eddie's

Grocery

Mooresville
664-3341
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SQUASH ,

. thisseason,

from the Red Imps' football huddle
these days.

Actually, there are three new
sounds, ~

-And they belong-to the trio of first-

- -.year_coaches who are combining to

baseball games while wondering
where he would wind iip come this
fall. “I spent the summer looking for

a job, and I'm glad I'wound up here. .
..From what 1 can gather through
those I've met here at Junior High

Mooresville Junior High playbook

seem like a super group of people to
work with. All of my experierices

In a near complete coaching
overhaul, all three of the school-
associated spots on the seventh and
eighth grade team's coaching staff
are being filled this season by new
personnel.

But that's new only in terms of the

Imps, and not in terms of footbail .

itself. )

The Imps opened camp last week
under the direction of first-year
head coach Joe Pinyan, who comes
on in replace of Randy Bolton with
several years of experience on the
high school level.

Bolton resigned his duties as the
school’s head football coach last fall
after a number of seasons to. con-
centrate on his duties as an assistant
principal. He will continue to serve
as the boys head basketball coach.

“I'm very glad to be here,”

~ summed up Pinyan, who spent the

High for a controlled scrimage af-
fair Fridaynight. -

Pinyan is also-helping ¢ut on the
high school varsity team; assisting_
head coach Steve Young there,

the head wrestling coach. He guided
the 'Tangs to a pair of conference

have been enjuyable-so-far;-and-1—chaimpipnships, and last year was

don't anticipate any changes in
that.”

Pinyan, who comes to Mooresville
after working in the Rowan County
school system, is but one fo three
new coaches Red Imp players are

.;adjusting to during pre-season

‘workouts.

Others founding out the new-look
staff include assistants’ Ron Pat-
terson and Rick Spielman, both also
kicking off their initial years as
football coaches here, -

“If anything,” noted Pinyan, ‘the
players may be a little timid early
because they don’t know who we are.
Once they get to know us, we think -
they’ll loosen up.”

Last year at this time, Pinyan was
preparing for another season as an
assistant football coach at East
Rowan Senior High, whose

Appalachian , State University,
where he served as a graduate
assistant on the Mountaineers’
football staff for three years. He
earned his Masters from ASU in

X __the h_In addition to his football duties at 19— ——
put together what's in the and others within the system, they  “East Rowdn, Pinyal Aalsd wiled a8~ —From there;~ he—went—to -East-— to—provided—added—~coa

Rowan, ‘from whence he came to
Mooresville.- :

At Junior High, Pinyan -will -

‘voted league's top grappling

mentor.. . .. ..

He was-also busy in the spring,
serving as the head coach of the
East Rowan junior varsity baseball
team. o

Pinyan, 28, will be. just as busy

- here.

Following the football season, he
will move agross the street to sérve
as an assistant wrestling coach.
Later in the year, he will fill the
Senior High junior varsity baseball
team’'s head coaching - vacancy
created when former coach Mark
Quinn was promoted to the varsity
level. .

“I'm involved in the sports that |
want to be involved in here,”
stressed Pinyan, who was a three-
sport participant at South Rowan
High School. “This is exactly the
kind of position that I was seeking.”

S| Booters To Kick Off. 'Pre’-Season

Schedule-wise, South Iredell’s
regular high school soccer season
kicks off tonight (Wednesday) when
the Vikings entertain 4A force
Morgantion Freedom.

But strategy-wise, the team's real
season won't get underway for
another three weeks.

That's how it is according to Greg
Crowley, the Vikes’ first returning
head coach in what is nearing the
school's fourth season of featuring a
soccer program. )

“These are regular matches,”
confirmed Crowley, who last season
became South's second straight
rookie coach to guide the Vikings
booters to at least a share of the
Foothills - Athletic Conference’s
regular-season championship and
the first to push the right buttons and.
allow South the priviledge of owning
the first-place hardware .outright,
“but we plan to treat them like like
pre-season scrimmages. We're
going to be more concerned with
player development thah with wins
and losses.” = - )

And why not.
' That's the exact same coaching

of play prior to last year’s league
encounters, South Iredell, making
full use of its roster and stressing
improvement rather than winning,
carded a 1-4-1 showing before em-
barking on the- undented cham-
pionship trek.

“It worked for us last year,”
stressed Edwards, wholast season
replaced Tom Edwards in what had
been a steady stream of three one-
year soccer coaches at South and
this year ends that string by his
return, ‘‘even though a lot of people
associated with the team didn't
understand what we were doing. Our
goal is to win the conference again,
and we're going to work towards it
by feeling the players out during our
non-conference matehes.”

That stretch of the season kicks off -

tonight and continues in earnest
through the next two weeks hefore
South starts taking the season
serlously in its FAC opener Sept. 16
at Wilkes Central.

Between now and then, South
Iredell will engage in six non-league
outings, two of them coming in a
tournament setting, and all of them
aimed at helping the team prepare

Monday, East Burke and host
Morganton.

The two winners from Monday's
matches will then meet for the

tournament title the following -

Wednesday night, with. matches
beginning at 5 and 7 p.m., respec-
tively.

South Iredell will then wrap up its
“pre-season” season with three
more non-confernce matches, the
final one of them at home, before
playing the role of the team all the
rest will be out to déthrone begin-
ning with league play Sept. 16.

“The other teams are getting tired
of being beaten by us,” assured
Crowley. “Everybody plays their
best against us. This year, there's
even more pressire on us because
we've won the title not once but
twice in a row. We'll have to be up
for every conference match we
play.“

And in order to see to it that they
are, Crowley will apply his proven
pre-season strategy to the next
couple of weeks worth of regular-
season matches,

Beginning with tonight's home and
season = opener, South Iredell's

he’s not spending his afterndons -
coaching.the defensive backs and
Téceivers. - ’ U
Hugh Beaver and Bob Brandon,

both wha served ona volunteer basi

assistance.

ready for the seasoh,"'

‘supervise .the in-8chool suspension — acknowiedged —Pinys, —who—will—|
class. . = guide the Imps into their second

Pinyail has plans to employ the I-- —season as Bi-County Conference

formation on the Imps offensive this
season, and his team will abide by
the 5-2 defensive scheme with, he
admits “a few minor adjustments.”
“From what I've seen so far,” he

revealed, “we’re going to be a little -

on the small side. That just means

; that we’ll have to be quicker. We'll

have to get there before the other
teams.” -

Pinyan will be concentrating his
duties- on working with the guar-
terbacks, getting them used to what
will be required of them in the I-
formation.

‘Patterson, a math teacher by dayy -

will work primarily with the of-
fensive and defensive linement.
As for Spielman, he will teach

members. “The main-thing we're

- dong now is getting them in shape

and getting them used to us. We
don’t anticipate any problems.”
One problem- that -the team was

faced with early was a relative .
smal] number of players competing -.
for ‘playing - time. - When school =
opened this week, approximately 30

players were registered.

“We'd like to have some more,” ”
agreed Pinyan, “but we'll go with &
what we've got. They seem willing to ..
learn, and they want to play foot-

ball.” :

And .when it comes to that, no .

matter who's. making them, the ~

sounds emulating from the huddle
are basically the same,

“We've got a lot of time to getf
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| . In the SD-7, there is little doubt as to the premier team, as _such as “Spitball,” which is on his car license plate, and playing of softball : : : 5 technique that propelled the Vikings _ for:g successful defense of s FAC _varsity soccer schedule, with home- b URCHOICE OF STOCK CUORS -
} Maiden’s Blue Devils are the heavy favarites. Maiden, which  *Goose,” is one of the ones I left off of last week's list. His ,Coach Kaity Hentman tourie s - [N Nguw-. Rk °|t:m;“£r":n‘;:§:§jmgn'}ﬁ;,%m SRV, | ting Morganton tonight. . olpes i 2l capitsl lettars, | e = :
) tied for second last season and advanced into the third round thanking me for the recognition of those others was his way of girls” seventh and iigmh grade W?ﬁ“ﬁiﬁ‘*éé,a 'y Your Bus Vikés mansged * that et and” begfn‘;'ing"sat"geve; S ook 6}%";44 “; ‘;“‘"5 , : o :
of the state 2A playoffs, has won o shared the league title 12 pointing that out to me. Thanks Troy, like I needed that. For  softball team, and she reminds all . . awarding the team sole possession  Viking turf, South Iredell will take  puv gy UORCANTON FREERON FIBERGLASS PANELS ;
the record, T-Roy is to become one of the foundations on which interested players that practice s to Western ' of the championship crown after part in the Morganton Freedom g "7 F itational . 026" ) 8 ] o 172..
o the Limestone College baseball team will be constructed. This starttoday (Wednesday). , 241, _ Large tying for first place the previous Invitational Tournament next week ¢'g Teedome oot —T1 x8 - /
A . A Pros ective layer are en- cA"TEmuPE Rc =) WATERMEI,O season 1 ith Ash ill R 1ds. th s"'-. ........................ at llm\lpﬂll . R | corrugated g
P ; marks the first year the-schopl will have a diamond team, and gd %uf p : 1 N During th ot along w eville Reynolds, the g g . ... . at Esst Macklenburg s i eWeatherglazed ;
ick Your Own . . " _ courag to attend the first practice COLA FT L uring the non-conference portion  team's opening-night opponent next ¢4 14 |®#Weatherglaze -
¥ Ripening Order: Mcintosh - Jonathan - Yorks Gag l‘dp, a former Blue Devil and Mooresvme'.Moor mound-  gesgion of the season this afternoon ‘o W Sc:tli oWhite or green :
J P Bliaobs - Goldens - Stayman - Rome sman, will pitch under the tutelage of head coach-Gaylord at3:30at theschool. . . Each Fa" Teams Break |n New Turf Syt 21 eTranslucent
ST ‘Winesap - GronnyYSmlth Perry, the former big leaguer who Troy also admits is his  Players are aiked 'g hﬂ"g "l'e"i § \ 1 A host of te ished In th Sep i
v i 4 : is 0 proper paperwork, such as physica v e ost of teams relishedinthenew  Specialty Wood Products, Fleet- .
Open Every Day 9:00-a.m. 'til 7:00 p.m. . gﬁﬁg}m e player. That sure is one way to earn to quick examinatiorfl, insuran%e. and pgrent 1 =4 ‘ surroundings as six teams emernt%ned wﬁ. l{en-Ryan Corp., and Brin- ss::’iz:: $3-59
ATTLE. Te - N LA e g e i . i ,read ] : 1 th 0 I ¥ ! . i
LOWER LITTLE RIVER ORCHARD : On another revision note, Johnny Meadows is not returning permission forms, ready tohand it 3’;‘:’;&?;?8; %‘:m’ghgﬁg Bﬁ_ ton's Surgical Center Oct.§ __

Teleph 7! -31 P .
4 miles west of Tuylorsvﬁlo.. e m?!l:.no(rﬂ?‘o)i A.Aa'.’ﬂ’crr:‘on Baptist Church. Take to Pfeiffer, but he is instead headed up to Appalachlan State.

Hwy. 90 west from Taylorsyille towards Lenoir. Turn right on first paved road Whether he will be allowed to play ball for the Mountaineers
west of Sipa Lumber Co. Follow.signs to orchard. this season is still in some doubt, what with his changing
schools and all, but he will pitch for ASU soon. ,
I'm sure there are others out there who I just can’t think of.
Let me know, and I'll pass it on here.

JIMEVITT S
CONTRACTING, INC.
We Custom Build

Times, it seems, have changed since then. :

Gatorade Circle of Champions for baseball, which recognizes
top players in the sport in each state as well as at regional and

Baseball Times A Changin’: Used to be, in baseball circla,;_.z
the easiest way to gain recognition was by being a catcher. -

I glanced over the list of those players included in the “

No player can take part in any
team activity without a valid

physical. . '
The Lady Imps will begin prac-

ticing for preparation of their second *

season as members of the Bi-County
Conference.

" New White POTATOES 15°

. .OpenSoftball League. -

Three clubs fashioned 2-0
showings, and another three each
won their only game, as all 14 teams

saw some action on the Moor Park .

field. .

That represented a complete
change of scenery for the men, who
have grown accustomed to the
playing surface on the field behind

Woods School, That has been the site-

of all previous Open League softball
action for men sponsored through
the . Mooresville Recreation
Department. -~

But this season, the menTepresent -

the -only circuit being conducted

. Only..one _forfeit was _turned in; g ;

among the scheduled games last
week, it coming in the season’s first
scheduled game in which Ben-Ryan
failed to provide enough players.

Of the games that were played,

five of them featured winning

margins of 10 runs or more.

The most offensive-minded teams
of the week were the Rowdies afid .
Redden, which both produced a

week-best—18 runs in one -game. -

Laney's tallied 17 once to provide a
stiff challenge, while the Corner
Store raced all the way around the
sacks 16 times for the week's third-
best scoring total.

Mooresville

QUICK

#71060 (Econoriy)
—$8:909—

ALL-PURPOSE
AFERBOAR

172150} eFourcolor:
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national levels. , With the field's measurement's R
New Homes . Decks & Patios Among the list of 47 players, 21 one of them, including Na-. through u;(e rec. (ti:pt"l w?ich ifreee; featuring 310 feet down the LUBE © ©1/2" x4 x 8 R-value 3.6
Room Additions  Carports tional Player of the Year in New Jersey’s Willie Banks, were - Moor Park to be the playing site of  respective lines, and up in N ghe Rvats momn , ,
. . . N the games four night‘s per week. dead-away center, as well as \ (Next Door to Whlt‘A'Bumef) &'um insulaling powel -
Garages Complete Renovations pitchers. Outfielders are second in line, as 10 of them, in- The change of venue proved fence measuring between 12 and 15~ \ L $5 69 x’
Licensed—Bonded—Iinsured cluding North Carolina’s Chris Threadgill of Whiteville, were . particularly advantageous for feetin height, all homesunscrushed [l 204 S Mam St _ b .

Redden. Chiroptactic Center, Wades  during the first week were of the
Kooker Sales, and Ritchies; as all inside the fence variety, as will
three crafted opening-week records  undoubtedly all homers pounded -
of 2-0 to share the very early league ' throughout the season. .

named. Catchers and shortstops tied for third place, with five -
of each, while three first baseman were tabbed, two third
sackers selected, and a single second baseman was honored.

Mooresville

Call Us Now 704-365-2508

] h - , seems, from behind the plate to in front of it.

The limelight in these baseball times have changed, it .-

lead. .
Resting but a half game back, and

all doing so Because of playing one

less game, are thé teams of the

With the odds stacked against the -

‘hitters, they still clubbed 13 dingers.

Leading the way was Laney's -

Danny Hunter, who deposited a pair -

Tel. 663-7381

“Jack Peters, Mgr.,

_Rowdies, the’ Corner . Store and  of shots that enabled him to lumber
Laney's Fish Camp, which all around thebases. ‘
. pocketed a victory in as many tries Others with a round-tripper apiece
last week. B “ included.the Corner Store's Mark -
Three more- clubs-all split their . Newton and Oble - McLemore, o e ,
two decisions ‘évenly to-sporf the Laney's- Mike Lisk, Burlington's Offerin g -

01.°1.39 ,,
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