Ty
|

2—MOORESVILLE, (N.C.) TRIBUNE—WIDNESDAY, SEPTEMBIR 2, 1987

Larry Sullivan's

.....SPORT SIDE.....

J ) S
We Americans Are Beset'By Winning

Touching All The Bases: We Americans, in general, aren’t
satisfied with merely winning. We want only the best when it
comes to our athletics. Consider, if you will, the recent Pan
American Games, ‘ .

You heard every little boasting about the U.S.’s total
medal-producing effort, one that resulted in the host country
finishing with more than twice the number of runner-up team
Cuba. With the games being staged in Indianapolis, the U.S.

. fashioned a showing that earned it 369 total medals in the 321
total number of events. Second-place Cuba, with 175, and
third-place Canada, with 162, were the only others in the
27-country field that finished with double-digit productions.

America led the field in all three medal categories, winning
168 golds, 118 silvers, and 83 bronzes. Cuba was next in golds
with 75, and Canada was second in both silvers, with 57, and

. bronzes, with 75. © ‘ .

With that kind of a domineering presence, we should be
jumping for joy.

But despite those facts-and figures that proved deyond the
shadowest of doubts that we sported the best collective talent
in the Olympic Games warm-up, all you heard-and read about
was our disappointing showings in men’s basketball and
baseball. .

Beat us in basketball, whether it be in international play or
in the backyard, and we bleed. Plain and simple.

The heavily-favored U.S. team literally cruised through the
qualifying rounds of the Pan-Am Games, being involved in on-
ly one real test. But in the gold medal contest, unheralded
Brazil, a country that puts basketball second to soccer for
Pete’s sake, overcame a 20-point deficit to claim a 120-115 win,

marking perhaps that nation’s most celebrated victory ever.--

Headlines blarred that Americans were embarrassed over

the loss. Columnists arid sportswriters penned how Denny

Crum, the U.S. coach, and several of his players, namely all-
Americans David Robinson and Danny Manning, choked down
the stretch. In short, we were saying that second place just
doesn’t sit well with us. It's the gold, or nothing.

Though not as much as dear ol’ basketball, we still like to
think of baseball as our game. After all, we do call it our na-
tional pastime. i

At the Pan Am Games, all we were really shooting for was
a medal, one that would earn us the right to qualify for one of
the eight berths in the '88 Olympics in Korea. The mighty
Cubans, who hadn’t suffered a Pan Am defeat in 20 years,
were rated as lofty favorites.

After we beat Cuba, 6-4, in the premilinary round, a gold
medal was within our reach. We failed to grab it, though, as
the Cubans avenged that earlier loss with a 13-9 triumph in the

gold medal again.

One more time, we had failed to“x{gch expectations in a
major sport. .

This is one heck of a sporting attitude, don’t you think?Is it

any wonder, then, why yotisée a recreational level coachran--
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‘ting and raving-at some poor-six-year-old because his 30-foot—

attempt at kicking a soccer goal was off a bit to the right?-
Don’t you better understand now why the father-coach slaps
the bill of his son’s baseball hat after a strikeout”

Winning is inbedded in our blood. It’s gotten to the point
now where we can’t accept anything less. We have become so
accustomed to it, we now detail it to include not so much par-
ticulat events, such as the overall Pan Am Games themselves,
but each individual sport within them.

Because of this attitdude, losses in basketball and baseball
have taken away the pride we should be feeling after all but '
dominating the field in general.

I like a lot of things about the so-¢
but I'm not-so sure if this is one of them.

A League After My Own Heart: I'm too young to remember .
ever seeing Bob Cousy play basketball. I have heard more
than my share of stories, though, about the magic he perform-
ed when the ball'was in his hands. Now comes word that he is™
involved in generating a new sports league
work, will serve to make him a even closer personal study.

Cousy’s name appears on the masthead of the proposed
plans for the International Basketball Association, The only_
difference between the IBA and the NBA, besides that first in-
itial, will be in those playing it. No player taller than six

play in the IBA.

There are reports that the league will christen its first
season as of next May with a dozen teams. Some of the cities
being listed as franchise bases include Washington, New For the godfathers of the respective youth baseball and softball leagues catered through the
York, Los Angeles, Orange County, Calif., Vancouver, Dallas, Mooresyille Recreation Department this summer, these are the key members of their all-star
Chicago, and possibly Boston. A $600,000 salary cap for it )ist. With each of them assured of getting a hit once out of every two trips to the plate, and in
5 Al ; . .. most cases even more often than that, these are the players who finished as batting average

Cousy indicates there is no shortage, pun intended, in jeaders within their respective age-level leagues. The batting champs, their league, and what
player talent. Darn, as one who can reach six feet in height on they hit are, from left: Kyjuan Beatty, Pee Wee, .737; Charron Walker, Minor League, .500;

tip-toes in high tops, I was hoping for perhaps a shot at making Steve Krahenbuhl, Midget League, .500; Lafonda Griffin, Midget Softball, .593; and Josh

-a_roster. I see also where Atlanta’s 56 Spud Webb and gmith T-Ball, .888. Each of them were presented with the trophies they are proudly displaying
Washington’s 5-3 Tyrone Bogues are two players Cousy would a5t week by Wanda McKenzie, athletic director at the recreation department
like to see in his league. That puts me right back in my place, .
overshadowed once again by my lack of ability. Oh well, at _
least I can dream. And while I may never be able to relate to i
the giants of the NBA, I can at least see eye-to-eye with a few
IBA players.

Pennant Fever, Catch It: September’s here, and that
‘means we’ve got one solid month of major league baseball re-
maining. Normally at this time in the season, tw
three of the divisions are all but locked by teams fam
being there. Fortunately, such is not the case this time around. Il

It’s safe to say that races are still alive in all four divisions, Il
setting the stage for perhaps one of baseball's most dramatic g
finishes. The widest margin enjoyed by any divisional leader
in just at five games, and with intra-divisional play
dominating action during this remainder of the season, even
tha'i‘h cannot be co;i,sidered a safe cushiogt;i < fich h »

e two West divisions feature the tightest fights, with four ) . . \
teams alive in the American League’s, and three within reach 1 Lake Norman’s Best Selection Of QUALITY Previously-Owned Automobiles
“of each other in the National's.

Minnesota and Oakland, both of whom have been there g JUST |N——BIG§EEECT|0N OF GM. FACTOR} DEMO'S

alled “American Way,”

four inches can

_players has already been established.

iliar with 1R

before but were too young to remember, as well as Kansas Ci- .
ty and California, two clubs who have shared the AL West
“Ifmelight;‘alllook to stay alive right throiglr the stretch drive.
Games between them will wind up determining the division’s
In the NL West, San Francisco, yes the Giants, are riding
on top, but only by a handful of games over both the Houston Il
Astros and fast-fading Cincinnati Reds. Pitching will make the I
difference in this division, and the nod appears in favor of thé pgg
Astros, But the Giants are sentimental favorites, asit’sbeena gy
while for them as well.
In the AL East, hopes here are that Detroit and Toronto
7 keep battling to the wire while New York tumbles by the
fi& wayside. The last several weeks of the season features a
== number of games between those three, so expect pressure to B g
; mount on a day-by-day basis. | -
c&]  Overinthe NL East, St. Louis was everybody’s pick at the B [

All-Star break, but since then, the Mets and Montreal have gg f
fueled their respective fires, The Mets’ pitching is the key,
the Cards look to have enough offensive aces to pull it off.

In general, we should be treated to some true doses of pen-_
nant fever as the 1987 season begins winding down. Personal-
ly, I can think of no better illness to contract.

él‘hetSeazon;s Rt}:le lzlas Bfe’tghun: Buckle those safety belts W
and get ready for the rides of the season. | . i
_.The 1867 high school foothall season, although already 2 g - Sale *10,995 . _ __Sale *3,495
week old, begins in earnest for Moores - : , o :
South Iredell’s Vikings ' :

In kicking off the extended Labor Day holiday, Mooresville
makes its debut at home against schedule newcomer Mt. Plea-
. sant Friday night, while South Iredell bows on the road at an-
nual foe Charlotte Country Day.

The price has been paid by the players d
practice, and tickets have been punched.

Let the rides begin.
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1987 Varsity Roster

~REPLACEMENT WINDOWS
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———‘ it thePatent Offices' of the. USf ébvernrﬁent’ and v:'fouftfoi‘élgn |

| countries thought-enough of our design to award us an exclusive - -

| patent, don

'tyou 'owé‘llt.‘to’yourself to find out why? -
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R AR i 2 : 1 | Wt.  Ht. Class Guards
'85 BUICK ELECTRA '81 BUICK LESABRE - Quantorbacks s 59 S1—Ron Carroll ........... 173 5y s
4 Dr. Sedan, White/Burgundy Int., Fully 4 Dr. Sedan, Auto., Air, PS, PB, AM-FM [ | 8—Jamie Cal dwéli """" 144 510" Fresh. S4—Chuck linker.......... 200 6'1” Sr.
B Loaded, Wire Whaels, Local Trade, Very Stereo. [ ' 12—Brad Warren .. .. ......158 511" Sr. " 6l—Jerry Hartsell T........ 168 58" Sr.
i Sharp Cor! + ) - ‘ Sale '4,293 ] 13—Nathan White .. ....... 147 59" Fresh. - 64—Jason Karriker ........ 150 §7 ) Soph.
] . Sale *10,993 , ‘ = 73—Matthew Hilton . ... . . .. 173 510" Soph.
. ' ' . - 76—JimTighe ............. 187 5N"  Soph.
SRR - 78—Rg@iwyWifson ........ 20 61" Sr.
: . .
 . Running Back _ 'I'lqht Ends
unning Sacks 10—Tod Alexander ........ 182 59" Sr.
- - 22—Tommy Blakeney ......188 510" Sr. 30—Rex m:;é?. N 170 60" Sopl':.
L [ gg:ﬂ"';\l! ':(ed‘w -------- :g(‘) g:;:', stes:- 35—Eric Blackwood ... .. ... 181 60" S
nm e R — ohnlinker ........... oph. .
'86 FORD TAURUS . Y 'UICK SKYHAWK = 42--John Pinkston ......... 164 510" Fresh. Wide Recelvers
4 Dr., ‘Sedan,- Lt. Blue, PW, PDL, Air, 4 Dr. Sedan, Med. Gray/Gray Int., -f 44—Andy Phillips ... 179 62 .. 2—Anthony Harper ... ... 167 59" Jr.
Auto., V-6, P. Seat, Tilt, Cruise, Nice Auto., Air, Tilt, Cruise, PS, PB, AM-FM | 9—lJasonKnox ........... 142 59" Fresh.
A Stere | Trad [ 21—John Alexander .. ... .. 152 61" Sr.
ereo, Local Trade. .
[ ] 24—Chris McLaughlin . . . ... 140 57" Fresh.
- * 80—Blaine Brawley ........ 151 53" Soph
: -Cont . S y ph.
o Contors 81—Lance Puett ........... 140 57" Soph.
[ ] 52—TomBoyles ........... 166 61 Sr P
- . 53—Cliff Powers A..180 50" sr. 82—c059y Mott ........... 159 5n” SOph
y u 55— Brian Elkin M 511" Sonh. 83—Brian Weotherman.....158 511" Sr.
.. N . St neo s e P 86—JasenBentley ......... 179 60" Sr.
m d B 88=—Shannon Yerington ....151 510" Soph.
- -
; Y Specialists
- = S ——— - il S iy M Tatkles : S5—Frank Matthéws .. .. ... 169 510" Sr.
- '83 TOYOTA CELICA GT '85 CHEVROLET CELEBRITY ) 60—Robert Allen .......... 203 59" Soph.’ 20— Jamie Gallimore. . . . ... 175 60" S
M@ 2 Dr., Hatchback, Blue/Blue Int., 5 Sp., 4 Dr. Sedan, Med. Gray/Gray Int., g 71—BrianChilds ........... 255 60" Fresh.
@l - Air, PS, PB, PW, Nice-Car, Local Trade. Auto., V-6, Air, Wire Wheels . New Tires, ™ 72—Ricardo Vargas ......... 217 sn” Sr. Coaches .
- Sale ’01"’5 AM-‘FM‘Stereo,, o ’ m 74—Shawn Ramsey ........ 200 510" Fresh. Steve Young, Head Coach; Gary Karriker,
.- : i ¥ A o s¢|. '.,“5, i ¥ AR e S 75—Matthew Gallmon . .. .. 184 62" Fresh. Defensive Coordinator; Presfon Harris, Offen-
|lm R — m Devil Seniors, Clockwise From Far Left, Bentley, Weatherman, Linker, .T.Alexander, 77—ScottHumphrey .......211 61" Soph. ;"""im':::"é:': Bl"g:;’v’;fx:":‘:om::k Quinn;
™ ‘ ! '= J.Alexander, Carroll, Blackwood, II; Warren, Vargas, Wilson, Blakeney, Powers ) , _ . e on: Lhery ' -
= - —|- SEPT, 4=HOME | - SEPT. 11—AWAY | SEPT. 18—AWAY- | SEPT. 25-HOME | OCT. 2—-HOME
- = e e —————— PLEASANT | N.W. CABARRUS | WEST ROWAN" MAIDEN* - WEST LINCOLN*
.’ V2'D ? Lt. Blue/Dk Bi Cloth Inf | " '“—YUGD . . = = el —— ) ; ' V g '
Dr. Coupe, Lt. Blue/Dk. Blue Cloth Inf., White/Gray Int.; 4 Sp., AM-FM Cass,, BB - , 1 ' AR 99 AW : aay | o
B Auto, Al PS, PB, AMFM Stereo, Low Nico Car T P! “ 1 OCT.-9-—-AWRY 0CT. - 16—-HOME OCT. 23—-AWAY | OCT. 30—-AWAY NOV. 6—HOME
Miles, Nice Car T - e RBR - L . | el AR NI . ) 2P ) ) : .
= T sale 48,99 ‘Sale '3,295 ’ = - | NENTON-CONOVER* | - CHERRYVILLE* BANDY'S* BUNKER HILL* | BESSEMER CITY*
L} - simmy McKnight—Bus Mahew~Bub McKnighi--Bob Morgan. I | | N - ' *Denotes Southen District Seven Conference Game
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