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day. night.

to play.”

schedule newcomer Mt. Pleasant.

Young,

everything ready.”

: between the intra-class schools.

green freshmen

so that plans for a junior varsity team have

% been shelved for this year.

. pointing,

Southern District VII Conference

% With that change in mind, on offense, the

% Blue Devils have deserted the ground-
:S: otiented, split-back veer attack used last
& season in favor of the more versatile
¥ Iformation, one that will make better use of
% its backfield experience
% On defense, Mooresville will again employ
:3: aneight-man front alignment, complimenting
E: the four down linemen with just as many

% linebackers and a three-man defensive

backl'ield

ee actioh both ways.

»‘.{I-de!ensive position, "'

Boosters To

Meet Tues.,

Not Monday

Andon LaborDay, all will rest.
+Even those members of the
Moopesville Athletic Boosters Club.

But on the day after, the Boosters
will join practically everybody else
inreturning to daily routines.

-And with-that, the Boosters will
stage their regular meeting next
Tuesday instead of Labor Day
Monday night.

The meeting will get underway
with the showing of the game film
from Friday night's season-opener
against schedule newcomer Mt.
Pleasantat 7 p.m.

The business portion of the
gathering will take place a half hour
later. -

The meeling will once again take
place in the Mooresvilie Senior High
School library.

All current Boosters Club mem-
bers, as well as those interested in
joing the supportive group, are
urged to attend 'I‘uwday night's
session.

Likea
- good neighbor,
StatcEarm

. isthere.

But Mooresville's Blue Devils, too keyedup
to sleep, are already wide awake and eagerly
awaiting their campaign’s sunrise.

“We had our best practice of the season
Monday,” praised Steve Young, into his fifth
season as the Devils head coach. *‘You can
tell just by looking at them that they're ready

And, after resting on the season’s official
first weekend for perhaps the first time ever,
that’s exactly what the Blue.Devils will do
Friday, kicking off their season as well as the
extended Labor Day holiday by entertaining

Mooresville, which observed its lone open
date last weekend, will host the 2A Rocky
River Conference-member Tigers at 8 p.m.
- Friday in the Mooresville Stadium to open 10
straight weeks of regular-season play.

“It seemed a' little strange,” admitted
**not playing that first Friday of the
season. Bul we've been able to use the extra
time to our “advantage. Everything hasn’t
been so rushed. It has given us time to get

That preparation will‘be tested to the limit
: this week, when Mt. Pleasant, coming off a
< season-opening, 19-6 loss to Central Cabarrus,
. prowls into town to open the football series

Unlike last year, Mooresville is Loosted this
: season by a host of experienced players, with
: 15 seniors listed on the roster. A lot is being
: expected from those Class of ‘88 repfesen-
: tatives, who are joined on the team by only
four jumors, a dozen sophomores and nine

Members of each class have earned varsity
status this year because, as was the case last
year, the luck of numbers has once again bit
§ int6 the team’s development process, so much
‘-.

But amengthose present on the varsity are
15 returning starters, each of them with sites
set on making amends for last season’s disap-
2-8 overall showing, including a
frustrating, 2-5 record during Mooresville's
= second season of play within the established

:_ Among those players manning spots on both
% units are as many as nine players who could

“Everybody. basically has an offensive and
explained Young. “We
“‘ figure we've got 20 players who will do the
B majority of the playing. They'll be getting
rest for a few plays here and there, but we
just don't have the numbers to let many of

Devils Open New Season
By Hosting New Opponent .

The alarm clock ringing in the start of their
new football season isn't set to go off until Fri-

them go only one way."

junior.

Sherrill will be joined in the backfield by
senior tailback Tommy Blakeney, a 5-10,
188-pound senior, who rushed for over 1,000
yards as a sophomore but was slowed by in-
juries last season. Blakeney has over 1,600
yards to his credit in what amounts to a
season and a half worth of games.

Also in the backfield will be either junior
Andy Phillips, 6-1 and 179 pounds, or
sophomore John Linker, 6-2 and 190, at the

fullback slot.

Anchoring the receiving corps will be senior
John Alexander, 6-1 and 152 pounds, who
moves from the backfield, where he started
last year, to split end. Anthony Harper, & 5-9,
167-pound sophomore, will be at flanker,
while Tod Alexander, a 5-9, 182-pound senior
who shares only last names with the first-
string split end, will start at tight end.

The offensive line will be steadied by the
return of senior tackle Ricardo Vargas, a 5-11,
217-pounder back for his third starting nod.
He will be joined by classmate Chuck Linker,
6-1-and 200 pounds, at the other tackle, and
guards Ron Carroll, a 59, 173-pound senior,
and either Rodney Wilson, a 6-1, 200-pound
senior who's nursing an injury, or CIiff
Powers, a 5-10, 180-pound senior. Junior Tom
Boyles, ?rl and 166 pounds, will again operate

at center.

changes possession.

Back to guide the offense in this his second
starting assignment is quarterback Chris
Sherrill, at 5-9 and 157 pounds who is only a

As many as nine offensive starters are ex-
pected to remain on the field once the ball

On the line, Vargas and Chuck Linker will
clog holes as tackles, with Wilson and Phillips
containing runners at the defensive ends.

The linebacking crew will consist of in- N
siders John Linker and Carroll, with the fresh
faces of Brian Weatherman, a 5-11, 158-pound
senjor, and Eric Blackwood, a 6-0, 181-pound
senior who transferred here from South.
Rowan, manning the outside posts.

The defensive backfield appears to be the
Devils strong point, spearheaded by safety
Tod Alexander, who plucked a school record
10 interceptions last season, four of them
coming in one record-shattering effort.
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How ready are South Iredell's Vikings to
play football?

They're so ready, they were ready to play
last week, whep they weren't even scheduled
to.

That's how ready.

“We could have played last Friday,” plugg-
ed the Vikes’ Bill Mayhew, the school’s only
head mentor dnd a veteran of 24'past season-~
openers as a head coach who is just as eager
as his players to kick off season number 25.

And that's precisely what the boys in dark
blue and gold do, albeit a week later than they
are accustomed to, this Friday when they
make the trip farther south to battle the host
Buccaneers of Charlotte Country Day.

After observing their lone open date last
Friday, which marked the opening of the prep
grid season across the state, the Vikes and
Bucs get together to renew their annual
rivalry, this one taking place on Country
Day’s home turf beginning at 8 p.m.

“Maybe it’s the extra week,” shrugged
Mayhew, "but whatever it is, it's made us

" anxious to get started. The kids are pumped
up about the season. We're ready to see what
we can do.”

And with good reason.

Last year, the Vikings enjoyed unexpected
success, winning all four non-conference
games and fashioning a 7-3 mark overall in
what was supposed to be a rebuilding season.

South, which finished with a 3-3 conference
record, wound up missing out on a coveted
postseason bid only by lpsing its season finale.

This year, with 21 letterman back, in
cluding a number of starters in key positions,
South Iredell emerges as one of the early top
{ picks within the seven-member Foothills
Athletic Conference

With its program again being enriched by
the fielding of a junior varsity team, the South

‘Against West Lincoln in one of the team's

two wins last season. Alexander personally
accounted for seven turnovers, another
school mark, as he added three fumble
recoveries to his four aerial thefts.
Cornerbacks Harper and Alexander, both of

whom saw action in those spots last season,

denying troop.

are also back to tighten the team's pass-

Mooresville’s specialties will be handled by
a pair of two-sport, same-season seniors, as
both Jamie Gallimore and Frank Matthews
will take time out from their duties as co-
captains on the Blue Devils soccer team to

handle the place-kicking and punting chores,

respectively.
After o]

Booslers To
Sell Season

Tickets Fri.

It's the deal of the season, and
Friday night will be your last time to
take advantageof it. -

- In an attempt to meet an in-
creasing demand, season tickets to
Mooresville ngor High _footbali
games will be on sale at the gate

‘during the Blue Devils’ home and

regular-season opener Friday
against visiting Mt. Pleasant.

For $15, the buyer will receive free
admission and reserved seating to
all five regular-season home football
games,

However, for a mere $3 more, the
recipient will receive admission,
reserved seating, reserved parking,
and Mooresville Athletic Booster
Club membership.

The slabs will be offered by
current members of the Boosters
Club at the gate Friday night outside
the Mooresville Stadium facility.

“‘Season ticket sales are up this
yedr over last year," revealed Steve
Young, Senior Migh’s athletic
director and head football coach,
early this week. “That'sa very good
sign.”

the season at home against
Mt. Pleasant Friday, Mogresville takes the
road for two straight games before returning
home Sept. 25 to open SD-7 play against pre-
season league lavonte Maiden.
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‘“‘We had our best practice of the season Mon-
day. You can tell just by looking at them (the
players) that they’re ready to play.”

Mooresville head coach Steve Young

‘“We could have played last Friday. The kids
are pumped up about the season. We're ready to
see what we can do.”

South Iredell head coach Bill Mayhew

Iredell roster is packed with seniors and
juniors.

A baker’s dozen 13 upperclassmen, all of
thent lettermen, dot the line-up, and most of
them are being heavily counted on either as
starters or top reserves.

A healthy number of nearly 20 juniors also
appear on the team roster, which is com-
plimented by the presence of four
sophomores, one of the latter also a returning
starter and letterman.

Deciding not to fix what isn't broken, South
Iredell will again follow the same offensive
and defensive schemes as last season.

The Vikings will engage in a ground-
oriented veer offensive attack, which does
allow for some aerial surprises, and they will
stick to the 5-2 defensive alignment that work-
ed so well in grounding opponents’ running at-
tacks last season.

On offense, junior Mike Hobbs, al 160
pounds, steps in to attempt ta fill the club's
most gaping hole at quarterback, Gone is last
year's signal-caller, Robert Harrls, who'
Mayhew time and time again credited for the
majority of last year's offensive success.

Hobbs gained some valuable game time
last year, with his first official play being
good for a touchdown against Mooresville. He

Waiting Is.Over As Ready
Vikings Christen Campalgn

was also given the startmg nod in the game 3
against Statesvile last year after an injury
felled Harris.

Hobbs will -be  joined in an all-j
backfield by a-pair of classmates.- O
Lenster, a starter last season as a sophomore,
returns as the tailback, while Ray Grady, a
zoo-pounder, will receive handoffs and block-
ing assignments as-the fullback. .

The offensive line, damaged by the loss of
two starters via graduation, will be stiffened
by the play of four seniors.

Chris Brown, at 170 pounds, will balance the
line at center. He will be flanked at the guard
slots by classmates Baron Smith, at 180
pounds, and Mark Overcash, at 215.

One of the two tackle slots will also be filled
by a senior, he being 220-pounder Dirk Camp-
bell, while Chip Smith, a 190-pound junior,
will man the other post.

A pair of juniors and a senior will form the
receiving corps.

At split end will be that senior, 170-pound
Gerald Childress. At flanker, Kenny
Michaux, a 170-pound junior, will reside,
while ¢lagsmate James Hamilton, also at 170
pounds, will settle in at tight end.

Heading into this week’s opener, only two
players, lineman Campbell and runningback
Grady, were assigneed two-platoon duty.
Mayhew is hopeful that even those two will be
able to receive needed change-of-possession
rests as the season progresses.

Operating out of a five-down defensive
front, Lanele Stewart, cdlled up from the
jayvees, will anchor that wall at nose guard.

Campbell and senior Chuck Harris, the lat:
ter at 230 pounds, will cave in holes as tackles,

Defensive end chores will be handed by
senior Roby Wodds, at 210 pounds, and
sophomore Marcus Moore, at 185.

The two-man linebacking crew will consist

of Grady and sophomore Chauncey Harris,
the latter a 195-pounder who started as a
freshman.

A pair of seniors and two juniors will com- §

bine to thwart enemy attempts through the
airways.

Steve Pate, a 180 pound senior, will captain

the unit as the strong safety, while classmate
Duane Winford, at 160 pounds, will assist
from his free safety spot.

Junior T.J. Davidson, at 160 pounds, and
Jeff Blackwelder, at 155 pounds, will man the
corners.

Handling the kicking game specialties for
the Vikes this season will be punter Childress,
place-kicker Hobbs, and kick-off whaecker
Woods, all three of whom also have other key
duties.

After opening the segson this week on the
road at independent Charlotte Country Day,
South lredell returns to make its home-field
debut * the? following week against” West
Rowan's Falcons. ¢

FolloWing a kecond nohiconference road
tr;.. the Vikings will then christen their third
season as charter members of the FAC by
traveling to do battle with the Greyhounds of
Noth Surry Sept. 25.

Mooresville Hosts First-Time Foe M t.Pleasant In Opener

Mooresville’s varsity football
team rings in the new against the
new Friday night by not only kicking
off their 1987 season but also doing so
against a newcomer on the playing
slate.

The Blue Devils, on the idle list for
perhaps the first time ever when
high schools across North Carolina
opened season on footballs last
weekend, make both their own
seasonal and home. debut Friday

night by entertaining Rocky River -

Conference member and first-time
opponent Mt. Pleasant.

While it will be the initial contact
of the campaign for the Devils,
coming off of and trying to forget
about a 2-8 overall record last year,
this Labor Ddy Weekend's bout will
be the second of the season for the
incoming Tigers,, who will be
initiating the series against
Mooresville.

Last week, in its own home and
season opener, Mt. Pleasant never
rebounded from giving up a
touchdown runback on the game’s
opening kickoff to visiting Central
Cabarrus and suffered a 19-6 defeat.

“Except for our- mistakes,”
reflected Bobby Cloninger, that loss
into his fourth season as the Tigers’
head coach, “we were pleased with
oug, effort. Qur offensive line did a

decent” job of blocking, and our

defense held its own, We gave up a

&
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couple of big plays, caused by aur
mental mistakes, that really cost us
Overall, we were, pleased bul
definitely not satisfied. We've still
got a lot of improving to do We
learned that you can't make the
mlstakes we made and expect to
win.'

Although winning wasn't a rarity
for the Tigers last season, it din't
happen as eften as coach Cloninger
and his staff would have liked

Mt. Pleasant fashioned a 4-6
recard averall, including.a 44 nack
within its tough RRC, good enough
for a fifth place finish.

Among its most impressive wins
last season was a 40-0 blasting of
Monroe Piedmont, one of two
shutouts registered by the Tigers
The other-was a 14-0 defeat rendered
at West Stanly’s expense

Charlotte Catholic won the league
crown for a second straight season
with an unbeaten circuit record Mt
Pleasant suffered a 16-0 loss to the
first-place Cougars in the regular
season finale for both.

This year, six defensive starters
and five on offense return to help
attempt to reverse last year's trend,
one that was full of streaks by the
Tigers.

After opening with three straight
losses, * Mt. Pleasant won two

straight, then lost two more in a row,
won its other two and then closed
wnthd'loss

" Top offensxve weapons - for the

' .Tigers include runningback Endra

White, who rushed for nearly 600

newcomers,
t‘u!iz]u‘rus in that respect.

‘The case is similar for the Tigers,
who in the past have faced nearby
rival Northwest Cabarrus during the
non-league portion of its slate.

“Both Central and Northwest
Cabarrus are big rivals for us,”
noted Cloninger, who brings to town
an 11-20 career mark at

jolmng Northwest  Pleasant.

beginning our

Mt then.”

“It was tough to get
emotionally high for them two weeks
ina row, so we decided a change was
in order. We're looking forward to
series
Mooresville. We're expecting a good
game this week. It does our players:
good to see some new faces and play
different teams every now and

with

night with a visit to South Stanly.
in tlle Mooresville Stadium.
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Mooresville will be the last of
those different teams Mt. Pleasant
will play this year, as the Tigers
proceed Friday’s first-ever meeting
with the Blue Devils by kicking off
¢ight weeks of Rocky,River Con-
ference ‘play the following Friday

Game time Friday is set for 8 p.m.
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- District- VII Conference two years
. ago,’ Mootresville-*ffadationaily -

David Rowland, who teamed with
White to score last week’s only
touchdown on a pass play covering
over30yards. _

*“Fhey seem to be able to move the
ball well,” quipped Steve Young,
Mooresville’s head coach who
sneaked a peak .at his teéam's
opening-night foe this past Friday.
“Plus, they've got one game under,
their belt, and that could make a
difference.”

.

' Mooresvnlle and Mt. Pleasant are |

meeting this season as a, result of

. schegdule changes on the part of bolh

teams
*.-Since entering the - Southern

opened “it§ season “against county-"

oo e

rival South Iredell. But that rivalry, .
“agwell - as the "one against
Statesville,has been dropped, and
;.- Mt. Pleasant emérges as one of the
- Jocals’ - hxo non-conference slate

Northwood Village -5
66’4-4488

*3100 000 ma.nmum dl’pusll :
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It may be early in the season, but
you could never tell it.by the per-
formance of the °75 Iredell Select
Soccer Rowdies.

| Flashing  mid-séagon "form or
better, the '75s advanced into the .

semi-firial roind-of the prestigious
Winston Salem Soccer Tournament
a couple of weekends ago, leaving
themselves - little room for im-
provement as the fall soccer season
still remains in its very early stage.

The Rowdies won two Straight
atchies before suffering a-one-goal

thelocalsaberthinthesemi -finals,
In that contest, which was the
fourth one played by the Select crew
over the course of the two-day affair,
the Rowdies pushed the 1987 state
champion Park Sharon‘Tornadoes,
third place finishers in a multi-state,
regional -tournament inf¥Dallas,
exas. into a pair of overtime
gessions before suffering a one-goal
defeat, 1-0.-

.The. first half of that game set the
empo for the entire match. Both
eams advanced the ball back and

either gaining an advantage. As a
esult, the first half ended in a
oreless tie.

The Iredell Rowdies, with only 12
blayerss®to 16 for the Tornadoes,
battled tenacxously over the field in

"Last year's just wasnt your,
ypical, Charlotte Country Day ty
pf season.

Perhaps feeling the delayed
epercussions caused by the

expected death of longtime head
ootball coach John Cook late in the
ummer of 1986, or perhaps simply
alling on the low side of the ebb and
ow tide that effects all high school
eams, the Buccaneers, holders of
ive N.C. Independent School
lootball titles, limped through a 28
ampaign,

“Last year's team included a lot of
pphomores who really didn't know
Bvhat to expect,” reflected Bruce

futhmann, hired on by Cook-as an
ssistant who moved up as head

Roach just prior tolast year.

South Iredell's Vikings, an annual

¥ member of Country Day’s schedule,

was one of the tedms that helped
shaw the Bucs the other side of the
coin, administering a 19-7 defeat on

member last season, - -

This weekend, Charlotte and South
Iredell - renew gridiron acquain-
tances, this time on the home field of

the former: e
F‘riday night's clash will mark the
season opener for both teams,

“South Iredell has served as our
home opening opponent for a
number of seasons,” noted Guth-
j mann. “We pretty much know what

®1o expect from them. They have

prned our respect ov, er the years.
fe know they are a 'well coached
am that runs the option on offense
s well as any team we will play, and
that is very hard-nosed on defense.
t's going to take a mistake-free

WORD WISE

.. I always.thought that the
fish was both’ plural and
olngular But recently I:saw the
word fishes used. Isthlscorrect? -
AM.R. Denver, CO
. You are correct in thmkmg
that ﬁsh is plural, but fishes is glso
correct. Fis i the plural, pertains to

went fishing and caught ten bass,
you caught ten fish. But if you

some sole and a few mackerel, not

you caught fishes. The same dif-
ferentiation applies to the word

People means a homogeneous

and peoples means a hetero-
geneous group'(the peoples of South
America).

Congrahjloﬂo‘ns )

RHONDA FRAZIER
Ilanaxer 0f The Month

Rhonda™ Frazier won the Manager of
the Month Award from David Deys
Company for Dot Mmmﬂlhoo-

- according to coach Denny Dyckeés,

orth--between the-end-lines -with - -

the then-visiting independent class

-many-fish-of the same type. If you

caught some bass, some flounder,

only did you have a good day, but .

people (plural) and peoples (plural). «
gmug (the peoplc of your heighbor-

the second:half, With about three
minutes to play, Rowdie Tremayne
Patterson seemed to score on.an
indirect kick, but the goal was
nillified ona techpigi

) Attheendoftheso-minutebout 3
the "score stayed. knotted at zero.

Being a semifinal game, a double-
overtime session was required,

About three minutes into the first
extra period, Park Sharon scored
what turned out to be the decldlng
goal.

defeat, a showing that still mm ‘Tlefensive‘play—wos—

demonastrated by all the Rowdies,

with_goalie Rob  Hancock, stopper
Sirron Houpe, and fullbacks Marcus
Sanders, Patterson, and- Sammy
Bowman leading theway,

In the Rowdies’ third game of the

‘tournament, they suffered their first

loss, dropping a 3-2 decision to the
Kernersville Comets, - -
Having a semi-final berth sewed

-up entering the game, the Rowdies

displayed a cgnservative- attack to
conserve energy. -

In_the first half, Jason Dyckes

from his center forward ‘position -

scored off an assist supplied by wing
Steven Craft. Kernersville tied the
ganie duing the first half with a late
goal.

In the second half, Nicky Bost

Eeme on our part in order for us fo.
successful agaimst thef.””

Country DsyJ despite its list of on-
field.&:g%nplishments ‘within its
own cfuss, has not faired that well
against the Vikes in the past.

In this decade, the Buccaneers
have managed one win over the
. South squad, it coming by a 3-0 count
"two years ago in what was also the
home openerfor CCD, .

Like the Vikings, Country Day
also--enjoyed an extra week of
preparation time this season, as
neither team was in action when the
high school season officially began
last week.

According to Guthmann, there are
specific things his team, one overall
more experienced than the one that
took to the field last year, must doin
order to compete with the Vikings.

“We are going tohave to be able to
move the ball,” urged Guthmann.
“We can't afford to make the
mistakes when we have the ball and
put our defense on the spot. When
it’s not backed up against the wall,
we feel our defensecanplay well. -~

“South Iredell presents quite a
challenge for us,” added the second-
seasqn_head Coach.! “They ‘have
some talént on offense, and they are

always a tough- defensive team '

We're going to have our hands f
That was the case last year, when

Cherryville the tollowing Friday.

scored what omounted—eo the finsl-—-scored beforeBeardknottadtlg_;

goalfortheRo\;dles'yiththeassist
being provided by Houpe,
‘Kernserville onc:eagsin tled‘the

'goal was nulit“ed on a 'otfsida

on-a goal with lnse a
play. .
The Rowdiol extended their early

tournament record to two straight oﬂ‘he two’ then.swltched roles to

wins with a-2zip blanking of the

‘GreenshoroKickers. -—————— with Dyekes assisting Bos
In’ the first balf, the team's only
_goal was provided by Bost, with a

stiff defensive effort being turned in
by all team members..

In the seocnd half, Bost netted his
second goal of the match witha-head
shot, setup by a perfect cross assist
by Will Beard,

Goalie Hancock led tbe defense
with his play in the net, highlighted
by a diving save of a Kickers’ boot
on ‘a oneon-one situation that
preserved the shutout.

Hancock received solid defensive
support from Houpe, Patterson
Sanders, and Bowman, -

In the team’s opening match of the

attraction, the Rowdies registered a **

4-1 pounding of the Huntmston
Rangers.’

In the first half, the Rangers -

Vikes, Bucs Clash In Opener For Both

- the-Vikings rolledup thelwrwin in“

what was their second game of the *

season. The Vikings went on to put -

together a 7-3 season overall and
-finish 8-3 within its Foothills Athletic

Conference. .All three losses were

administered by teams that went on-
into postseason play.

In addition to maintaining its
series dominance over the Bucs,
South Iredell will also be seeking its
fifth straight non-conference.win in
a row, dating back to last season.
when the Vikes were a perfect 4-0
outside FAC play.

Friday night, the Vikings will
match their veer offensive align- -
ment against the Wing-T formation
of theirhosts, -

On defense, the squads will throw .
identical, 52 schemes at one
another.

With both teams being open last

- week, Friday’s pre-Labor Day battle: -
will kick off 10 straight weeks of play

for both.

The Vikings will follow their roa
affair by returning -home the:
following Friday to make their home
debut against West Rowan, :

.As for, the Buccaneers, they Wlll "

‘remain -8t home- o’ “éntertal

Game time on the Charlotte
Country Day field is set for 8 pm
Friday.

‘Southern 500 Victory Would

If unpredictable Darlington
Raceway ever “‘played favorites’
with a driver, it's Dale Earnhardt,
the reigning TranSouth - 500
titleholder, current Winston Cup
point leader, top NASCAR money
_winner, defending Winston Cup
Series champion, and the early
favorite to win the $482,370, 38th
Southern 500 Sunday.

Earnhardt is having the kind of
successful season‘'that a lot of
drivers would consider to be
entire career of g ortune, bat
there's one thing that could turn his

cajmpaign _from ‘‘super’ to
“supel‘b"
“I need to win the Southern 500,”

the wrangler/GM Goodwrench
Winston Cup champion said. “That's
the one I want.”

Partically every other driver
involved in the Winston Cup sport:
.shares Earnhardt’s desire to win the
fabled old Labor Day weekend
classic over the 1.366-mile
Darlington layout, but-only a few
can enjoy the degree of confidence
the reigning 'national titleholder
carries into this summer’s Southern
“Dale wants his name on the list of
drivers who've won the Southern
m "
Childres"s “and we're going to do

. - everything we can to help him get it .

there. I think it's pretty obvious that
his style of racing is perfectly suited

* to meet the détiiabds old Darliigton
throws at a driver, and if we do our- .

. job to put him in the - winning
- equipment and give him good pit

- stops in the race, I'm confident he'll
;" dohis job out there on the track.” *

Earnhardt’s victory in the Pocono
" Summer 500 was his eighth triumph

A . in the season’s first 18 races (and

that's not counting his “stunning
-.$200,000 win in the Winston). and he

. cracked another- record. -the
following weekend when his third- -
. place finish in the: Talladega 500

 pushed him over the §1 million mark

Flier; in—the season. thlnt any

‘paid car owner. Richard

Cap Eédrnhardt's Stellar~-Year-

mean a $100,000 bpnus from RJ.

_ Reynolds.

Earnhardt, with the gritty

determination of a bounty hunter, is

poised to play the role of a spoiler.
“It’s just that I want to win the
Southern 500 just as much as they
want that bonus from Winston, -
Maybe more,” Earnhardt said.
Earnhardt will actually get his -
show on the road Saturday when he
competes in the Gatorade 200 Busch
rapd-NElional raceat1pm——

Maiden Of
SD-7 Tops
Sweet 16

Even before the 1887-high school

football season kicked off, the -
spotlight was was already being

aimed at the Southern District VII
Conference.
That was the case as Maiden, one
of two.teams of Blue Devils and one
of three dens of Devils within the
eight-member circuit, earned fop
billing on the Charlotte Observer's,
prestigious Sweet 16 preppoll.  ~ °
Maiden, which sharés ils team:
nickname with fellow member

Mooresville, did little to disappoliit -
pre-season predictions as it romped -
_past opening-night - opponent, St.

Stephens, 40-0, last Friday.
.MnidenwasoneoftwoSD-’lteams

to capture wins, both doing-so by--
‘shutouts. - Newton-Conover,

the
{eague’s  third pack of Devils who

- are-Red instead of blue,’ blanked

Lincolnton, 210,

Maiden, which- tied for second
plaeeintheleaguehstyeorand
advanced into the third round of the
state "2A " playoffs, is the only
member of either the SD-7 or the
Foothills - Athletic Conference to
make the Sweet 16 list, .
'l‘he'Sweet 16 includes the Ob-

'phyersxondetmselndsixono(-‘»
fense, the Blue Devils are also odds- -
on favoritesto reign
'eonfeleoeechsmpi

- and Craft,

. final round.

score with an unassisted goa
"The second half bélotged totally to
-the Rowdies, who scored three times °
urn the dd'enslve battle into a
sided victory. .

) ,.Beardstartedthesconngbarage

account for-the-game's-final-goal

In ‘addition* to: the -offensive -

standouts, the ‘defense was keyed by .
- the play of Saunders, Wally Yang,

- The two wins. Salnrday sewed ]
the team-a spot in Sunday’s sem

Other members of the téam’ in-
cluded Jason McRee and will
. Kimbrough, .

Any quality soccer player wantmg
to try out for the )75 Select Rowdie
team may do s0 by getting in touch
with head coach Dyckes, at 663-0655,
ey,eoinsau

ham -
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