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No. 1: 3,000 jobs in a community of, say,
15,000 people are an economic booster of no
small consequence. Let’s say 15,000 because

- our in-town and near-town industries draw
their workforces beyond Mooresville’s
9,000-plus population.

Of working people in Mooresville-South
Iredell-North Mecklenburg-West Rowan-
North Cabarrus, 3,000 of them work in textile

i plants right here in town.

No. 2: Each of these textile employees is a
community contributor in ways of more in-
trinsic value that his buying power. He is a
leader in the rescue squad, she directs a divi-
sion of United Way. They are givers of
themselves.

This week, the American textile industry
is focusing attention on its thread in the fabric
of our society. Of course National Textile
Week is motivated by the survival instinct.
Just as 3,000 jobs in a particular community
are essential to maintaining living standards
to which we have become accustomed, 2.3
million jobs in a particular country are more
than sufficient to inspire any and all efforts at
self-preservation.

Of course the domestic textile and apparel
industries could sell more product and make
more money if they were monopolies. Of
course American industries of all
stripes—carmakers notably among

them—would prefer that Americans buy

A System At Odds With Work Ethic

Of People And Place_s

- with...American- industries—buy —their -

ey el

American-made goods
But the world is out there to be reckoned

herdaughterin ding and come back alone -
to Massachusetts to settle the custody mat-
ter, knowing it would mean jail. This sounds
like judicial suicide to me. The court had
already settled the custody battle, It nixed
_ the'.sexual abuse allegations. Why would

she hand her daughter over-tostrangers; t0 | b
be secluded, knowing that she would be jail- The employees of the
ed in the process? Mooresville Mills by a

Doesn’t the welfare of the child come | pq50rity of more than three
first? Isn't this what Virginia LaLonde and | 4, one rejected the Textile
PACA are fighting for? The end certainly

When the sanctity of the family structure
is destroyed, for whatever reason, éveryone
within that precious unit is diminished. In
most cases, the children suffer the worst
fate. They are either the focus-of attention
or the unwitting outsiders. They are the
pawns in custody -battles,” the-blamé in
divorce allegations, the victims in the
courts’ final;, supposedly unpartial set-
tlements, All too often, the system is blam-
ed for its decisions conceming the destiny of
the poor, unfortunate children: But, as

manufacturing equipment in Western Europe
because that’s where the bargains are..Their
offices use copiers and assorted electronics
out of Japan and points east. They unders-
tand trade, by definition, cuts both ways. All
American industries recognlze this, and all
know this country is dependent on interna-
tional trade over a broad range. Oil, exotic
metals, coffee come to mind as examples of
products we produce not at all, or not nearly
enough of to satisfy domestic consumption.

So, this week, the domestic textile and ap- | wards.of the court, they must be dispersed did not justify the means, and vice versa. | (o ag their union and their
parel industries merely are making two ;zsgudlcwusly as pOSSible. as quickly as Durham police said that "Nicole was first | . agent in a secret-
points: ible, and” with as little outside in- placed in the custody of the Durham County ballot electionlast Friday. .

—They want to compete with imports on | terference as possible. Right or wrong, fair Department of Social Services and sent toa Of the 2,264 persons voting

or not, this is the way it has to be

Or does it? A group named People Allied
for Child Advocacy has other ideas. There
have been several Associated Press reports
on a woman who fled with her eight-year-
old daughter to avoid giving the child to her
father for a court-ordered visit. The-
woman, Virginia LaLonde, hid her

foster home. Later, police found her at an
undisclosed location. Imagine what the
child has endured: the running, the hiding,
the -testimony against her father, being
taken from her mother, living in a foster
home, hospitalization. Was this an act of
love or stupidity on the mother's behalf?
And where was the father while his ex-wife

in the election, 492 voted in

something remotely approaching an even
favor of the union, while 1,676

basis. Their pay, their company benefits,
their investments -in plants, equipment,
workplace comfort and safety are many
times total costs—including raw
materials—of producing salable products in
the Far East under conditions condemned
here as intolerable. The domestic industries

“the union, Ninety-one .votes:
were challenged and five
were voided.

Carolyn Westmoreland
and Wayne Thompson,

Union Workers of American- -

" voiced their disapproval of

erve more consideration than they’re get- | daughter in Durham and refused to tell and daughter were on the lam? resenting the Mooresville
ﬁ‘,',i, e yreg court officials where the girl couldbefound. ~ Still, PACA supports the group’s sanc- ;-lei’gh Sch ting AAAAAA will participate

—They value their employees, and they | Inthe meantime, Jeanne Lénzer, one of the tuary - 'movement for abused children in the Yo Forum which is
take pride in their employees’ places in their | Durham-based PACA program directors, because it is sometimes difficult to get them to ‘be held at Raleigh on
respective communities. This week, they are offered no comment on whether the group in “neutral hands.” It is a mandate — “to Friday in connection with the

or any of its members had anything to do
with caring for young Nicole LaLondé, The
girl, from Massachusetts, had been hidden -
for eight months by an underground net-

keep a child with natural parents, no matter
“how monstrous” — that PACA seeks to
challenge. Director Lenzer, who has been

Council-Institute meeting of
the North Carolina
Federation of Women's

__Clubs, The theme of the

asking these communities, in turn, to remind
themselves of those places.

— OUR__ |
COMMUNITY

This material was written by Dr.

Larry McGehee, vice president for.
- development—andwrofessor of

religion at Wofford College. It was
provided free to newspapers by the
Spartanburg, S. C

By making “Contras” a household
word, Col. North and Adm. Poin-

rdexter have briefly. revived .

American awarness . of Central
America. For months, government
officials have been humming with
talk of Central America and of
military activity there. There are
threats- from gome senators to
“filibuster” “any effort to approve
aid to the Contras, and counter (or
contra) threats irom other senators
toidﬁlibuster any efforts to close off
a

Filibustering has two dictionary
meanings, both historical. On the
one hand, it's public talk: “‘using.
obsl.mctionist tactics in a legislative,
body”. On the other hand,- it's
private action: ‘“engaging in a
private military action in a foreign
country.”

Supersturper. Sounds like a name
for one of Cookie Monster's buddies
on Sesame Street,

with the group since it began in March 1985,
das-were neart

—From-The-Baltimore Sun—

The Social Security landscape is littered
with a great irony: While the program is built
on the strength of the work ethic, its earnings
test actually provides a disincentive to work.
Social Security regulations require that in-
dividuals 65 to 69 years old who earn more
than $8,160 annually have their benefits
reduced by $1 for every $2 of earnings — a
whopping 50 percent tax rate. For people
under 65, earnings of more than $6,000 trigger
the penalty.

Curiously, the earnings test does not apply

to investment income and private pensions. A
recent House Republican Research Commit-
tee report said that a retired executive witha
$50,000 annual pension and thousands of
dollars in stock dividends could collect Social
Security benefits while a retired 65-year-old
plumber could not go back to work part-time
and earn more than $8,160 without having this
beneiits reduced.

pE————————

emergence a gray, underground economy.--.
a cadre of senior citizens forced to work for
extremely low wages or with no benefits in
. exchange for being paid under the. table.
Equally as disconcerting are their
counterparts — vital, capable men -and

The Crime Too Vile To Combat

From The Philadelphia Inquirer

Cheryl Pierson’s neighbors suspected for
years that she was being sexually abused by
her father. Cheryl's ill mother, Cathleen,
knew, and confided in her stepbrother, but
swore him to secrecy. Cathleen Pierson told
him she was helpless to stop her husband.

Now Judge Harvey W. Sherman has
sentenced Cheryl 18, to six months in jail for
hiring a high school classmate to kill her
father when she was 16. The classmate, who
took $400, is serving a 24-year sentence,
Cheryl says she hired him because she feared
her father was starting to molest her 7-year-

- old sister after their mother died.

The judge says Cheryl could have spoken
out and didn’t. But what of her mother, who
knew and kept silent? What of her step-uncle,
who knew for years, but came forward to

- testify on her behalf only at the last minute?
What of her grandmother, and her aunt, who
still say they don't believe her and keep her

* from her sister? What of the neighbors, who
didn’t want to get involved?

Perhaps someone might have helped if
-Cheryl had spoken, But she was a child, And
silence on the part of the child incest victims
is classic, according to psychologists. It

blames herself. It avoids betrayal of a parent,

in their pain,
1t protects against the ultimate horror:

i -One ~consequence of this- policy-is--the local {ax-bages-and.lowering coats for other-

blocks out the horror for which the child
whom victims like Cheryl say they loved even -

work of protective mothers. s-an-abused-chil - forum is ‘‘Citizenshi
i - —But Tenzer did say that Nichole’s case the members. As a result of its members’ 'I?rlaining * Through ,Youtl!:
women for whom gainful employment carries | offered a good example of the issues PACA  suffering, the organization offers support as Participation,” and the
a stiff penalty. Labor economists estimate | seeks to raise. “It is the igsue of a child’s  well as advocacy. It is divided into two | general question of the forum

they number at least 1 million.

The economic cost the the Treasury is a
loss of tax revenue that puts additional
burdens on Medicare, Supplemental Security
Income, food Stamps and subsidized housing.
Moreover, with a labor shortage developing,

charge of abuse and no one listening,” she  parts: “Self-help” and “activist.” There
told the Durham Sun. During a videotaped are separate memberships, separate rules
interview in July with a Maryland and separate goals. A lot of people are
psychologist hired by Virginia LaLonde, reported to belong to both sides of the move-
Nicole said that she was se:gually abusedby ment.

her father at least three times. But does the Lenzer claims that the members joined

will be “How Can Youth
Contribute Toward Making
North Carolina A Better
State?”

Mrs. Walter P. Keziah and
children, of Lincolnton, are

a regulation that discourages work is clearly { child really know the gravity of the charges  forces not only because they had been abus- visiting Mrs. Keziah's
absurd. she leveled? Does she understand the im-  ed as children, but because they were forc- | jiother Mrs. John Mat-
The obvious solution is to eliminate the plications? Did she, on advice from her ed tostay in the abusive situation. Shesald | thews. at her home on East

earnings test entirely. The cost of doing so, | mother, rmsmterpret a loving hug as a that almost every other agency strives to Iredell avenue.
however, would be $11.4 billion in 1989 ,alone. vulgar fondle? Was the girl coerced into  keep the family together, no matter how Miss Doris Stutts and Miss

More realistic is retaining the test for those 62
to 64 and eliminating it for people 65 to 69.
Since those over 70 are exempt anyway, such
a change would encourage maximum par-

making the videotape and instructed in the

testimony she gave to the psychologist?.
This is not an attempt to discredit the lit-

tle girl or side with the father against the

bad the situation becomes, Most' PACA
members feel that no one wants'to spend -
money on children, and foster care has

a national disgrace for 30 years. They in-

Frances Penninger have
returned from a week's
vacation at Myrtle Beach,
S.C. Miss Penninger, a

ticipation in the work force. These modifica- | mother. I've played the role of devil's ad- tend to change the whole nation of how to | former resident  of
tions would increase benefit payments $5 | vocate to put matters in the proper perspec-  treat child abuse. But are they not vigilants Mooresville, now resides in
billion in 1989. But actuarial projections show. | tive. The father, Stephen LaLonde, has of sorts? Are they not, in actuality, kidnapp- Lexington; ’

as much as 36 percent of that amount couldbe | denied the allegations of secual abuse.'A ing children?.Inthe strictest sense, they are Miss —Lavon -Boyd; -a
recouped by broadening federal, state and—{ salesman; he said that if any-abuse occur- defying the courts. If they hid Nicole, they summer school student at the

-red;-it-had to have»happepedwhen Nicole ere; in:point of fact, «aceomplices- -
‘ v §l§glﬂi& mﬂd@ 8: crime I TURXT YRS 1Y #
_ With their own experiences and a host of
terrifying statistics in hand, PACA came up
with the idea of a sanctuary movement for

social programs. .| was niot in his custody:If.the;
| false, the end result will be terrib e for
concerned. If what the little gifl testifled to

is true, the outcome will be tragic, And so,

:Knoxville,. Tenn,; spent:the’
past_week_end _with - her
parents, Deputy Sheriff and
Mrs. Lester C. Boyd, at their

~ Budget outlays, however, are not the cen-
tral issue. Any system that penalizes work,
withholds talent from the work force reduces

the base that generates tax revenue is skewed | in this sense, it's a no-win situation for h Statesville avenue.
and whally unacceptable everyone involved, If innocen, 1 hope the e e I e from | D, and Mrs. DA,
' ' '{;‘:‘mﬁ“d{“h“g&fuﬁﬂ;’;;fm‘?&né 5 Central America, This movement is the | McLaurin, Jr. and son, Mac,
) p by organization’s primary tole, PACA relieson | of Dobson, spent last Sunday

the nearest town.

Virginia Lalonde was released from the
state prison for women in Framingham,
Mass., because her daughter was found and
returned to Massachusetts. A baby sitter
notified the authorities of Nicole’s
whereabouts. The court will further in-
vestigate the charges of sexyal abuse by the
father. Could the system be too-complex? -
Probate Judge Haskell Freedman in Cam-
bridge said he sent an order. for Mrs,
LaLonde’s release once he was informed by

with the homefolks, Mr. and
‘Mrs. DA, McLaurin Sr.,and
Mr. and Mrs. Lake E.
‘Templeton.

Toni Houston, son of Mr
and Mrs. Oni P. Houston,
returned home this week
from the Eye, Nose, and
Throat Hospital at Charlotte,
where he had been a patient
for 10 days. He suffered an
injury to his left eye when

the services of the Chiristic Institute, which
is an interfaith, public-interest law and
policy center that represents church sanc-
tuaries in court. Headquartered in
Washington, its southern branch is located
in Carrboro. It sees a tremendous problem
of child abuse and the inadequacy of perfor-
mance by the organizationa that are em-
powered to protect children,

I suppose it all boils down to whether we
believe in the present system as applied by

hundred of them sent letters to Justice Sher-
man begging him to shoe leniency to Cheryl,
But her life wasn't threatened, said the
judge. Wasn't it? Incest, her therapist told
the court, has been referred to as “the -
murder of the soul. The feelings literally die
inside, and what you have left is a shell.”
Yet Cheryl Pierson will go to jail, in order
— says the prosecutor — to send a message.
Presumably that message is to other abused

children: Don’t use violence against your | oeficials of the Essex County Family and the courts or support a bunch-of good- |, tially

father, if he rapes you, lest you be put in | prohate Court that. the cltiyild had been Intentioned renegades who break the law in L‘;,‘;f,‘,f‘i':,,,,,,,%‘,,“{‘,;.'?,:,fnﬁ

prison (where you may be further abused). returned to Massachusetts and placed ina  the name of religion. Children are our most | gqv sight of the eye was not
But in putting Cheryl Pierson behind bars | ,oep,ita]. the location of which he wouldnot  important asset, the trustees of posterity. | jmpaired

— even for a minimal term — the judge is | giselose. ‘Officials at the ‘women's prison  When the family structure is destroyed, '

sending a different message: thatsoclety still | oyzitad receipt of Freedman's order before having,a child is giving a hostage tomisfor- | Mr. Ralph Blanton

does not know how to help the victims of in-
cest or how to come to terms with the enormi-
ty of the crime.

Others’ Words

releasing the miother. tune. The courts aren’t really {o blame.

The ordeal started in the summer of They perform a job to the best of their abili-
1986. Nicole’s father won her custody after - ty, for better or worse. When PACA
her mother fled Massachusetts to avoid the members break the law, they should be
‘visitations. A court had thenruled that Mrs,  treated like any other criminals. If their

Alspaugh of /Oak Ridge,
Tenp., spent the past week
with his aunt, Mrs. T.O,
Teague, aner. Teague. :

University of TennesSb&"ax -

LaLonde's charges of sexual abuse were hearts are in the right place, let them push
groundless. Mother and daughter eventual- . for new legislation. After “all, haven't
ly settled in Florida. But egrlier this year, * Nichole, - Virginia and Stephen LaLonde
: Virginia LaLonde said, she decided to put been diminished'? Haven't we all? :

Amotherofl?childrensayshaving o . -
another child is the only way she knows to
keep the youngest from being.
spoiled —MadisonPress London, Ohio -

A father will be. forgiien any failing if he
can mend a zipper.—The:. Towusman :
Wellesley, Mass. o
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—telling—someone-and-being-disbelieved;~or
rebuffed. For incest is a taboo issue. Society

-« doesn’t want to-talk about it, doesn’t know
how to deal with it. Yetexﬁrtsestimatethat :

1to 4 percent of all womeg have been sexually

abused by their fathers o stepfathers. One '
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" Three points deserve some at-
tention when considering the second

’definltion—d“fﬂlblsl;rlng that of ~

unauthorized, - armed action in
anotlm-eouniry

First, no recent examples of
filibustenng in this' sense come
readily to mind. In ea¢h example
one can come up with, such as the
Bay of Pigs operation ih 1961 or in
any of the the current involvements -
in the Caribbean, the activity is not
private and unauthorize, In par-:
ticular, the presence of the CIA®
and/or presidential staff members
in most convert operations keeps
those activities from fitting the
filibustering definition, .

defined filibustering recently, it is
very old and very widesprea
American tradition. Aaron Burr w.
involved in an aborted filibuste

EVERYBODY'S SCI‘E‘N‘C‘E“‘ ;
A Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture

with a superslurper material it calls
hydrosorb. As fuel passes through
the filter, the material removes any

Like ~Cookie  Monster, —supér-
slurper is a voracious eater. But
superslurper eats moisture, not
cookies. And because it can absorb
1,400 times its weight in moisture —
a consumption rate Cookie Monster

' can:only envy —'it has a variety of

commercial and industrial uses.
This derivative of corn starch is now
used in all kinds of products — body
powder, sanitary napkins, baby
diapers, electrical conductors in
batteries and absorbents in fuel
filters, to name a few.

Scientists with USDA's
Agricultural Research Service in
Peoria, I11., developed superslurper
13 years ago because they wanted to
find new uses for corn starch.
There's a large corn surplus, and
new products that use corn starch
help create a demand for corn. That
helps farmers and the companies
that produce the products.

Two companies that superslurper
has helped are in small towns in
rural -America, places where. far-
ming: is<a-big part of the local

PEOROY.;c P I bl

+SOnBiol  ther Centrdl ANtals |
- Manufacturing Company in Bement,

I1L. Several years ago, the company
began making industrial fuel filters

“Good service,
coverage,
4 price-
 That's
State Farm
- insurarnce.”
I tomswer
INSURANCE: AGENCY, INC.

468 Plaza Dr. (Near McDonalds)
Mooresville, N.C.

664-4838

Like a good neighbor,
State Fagm is there. -

STATE FARM

|NsuaANcg

State Farm Insyrance Companies
Home Otfices: Bloomington, lihnois

Pomn
RCUUL‘;'U

Do ;
Fovimad

| reseal

" Awarded For;
"Road Work

of a curve on 140 near Canton in

water that may be mixed with it.

The company now makes about
26,000 filters a month, and in four "
years its workforce has quadrupled
to 100 rr largely because of the
popularity of the filters.

The other company is Polysorb
Inc., of Snieltervill, Idaho, About 18
months ago,a family there started a
business making a line of super-
slurper-based products, such as
medical and recreation cold packs,
fuel filters and bulk absorbents lor
agricultural uses.

For its factory, Polysorb con-
verted a closed-down bowling alley
and recreational facility that had
gone out of husiness when a big:
mining and smelting company left
townin 1981,

A thriving company with 50 em
ployees, Polysorb ended its first
year in the black with about ss
million in revenue.

Superslurper is.a.big reason for

- the success of both these companies,:;

It'sa gcood example of how sclentific’,
h cdl heveE'd helplul’ iinp&cti
by creating jobs, new :products foiiﬁ
consumers and a market for far-:
mers’ crops.

Contracts

A $1.5 million contract for con-

struction of the initial phase of the’
Shallotte Bypass was. among $8.9
million in highway contracts '
awarded by the state Transportation..
Board at its Oct. 9 meeting in-
Raleigh. * N

The bypass is the first part of the
proposed four-laning of US-17.
through Brunswick County of South -
Carolira planned over the next
sveral years,

, Other contracts awarded by the
board include the construction of a -
new interchange and improvements
to an existing interchange on I-85
near Henderson in Vance County for .
$1.6 million, the upgrading of 5.1
miles of US-221 west of Stratford in
Alleghany County for §2.6 million,
the replacement of bridges over
Zack's Fork Creek and Lower Creek
on US-321A in Lenoir in Caldwell .
County for $524,711 and the flatting

- Low Down

Promium

-later conquests. -

" President'James Madison, seem to
have . ernicouraged pnvately the

Gutlerrez-Magee expeditions in New -

Spain, and Texas was the scene of
many susequent’ ‘“private in-
vasions” for- decades. Even the
pirating activities of the Lafittes,

- directed agalnst Spain and Mexico,
may _have. been: American en-

terprises to soften the Caribbean for

Most . famous . of all were: the

- William Wslker expeditions into nesseanwhqmovedtoNQWOrleam

- mprimemee .. goNtherners,- Walker himself;-“‘King

SRR
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Nicarauga and tbe establislunent of Asthe Cnvil War ended. General Jo

an_ independent republic _under Shelby . led. Conf
‘private ~American . “citizéns, with "against’Mexico City,.
Walker as its head. Walker had
earlier practiced for this coup by
seizing Sonora - and . declaring semngCuba
himself president there. . - " Both Robert E. Leeand.leiferson
The third thing to notice about Davis turned down offers around
Amierican filibustering is that it

1848 to head a’ “Free Cuba”_in-
usually had heavy involvemen of

te . . troops
ore hime,

of the Filbusterers,” was a . Ten- a “Louisiana Battalion” -and a’

House Of Raeford
Grade A

Prices in this ad good thru
Sunday. Oct. 25, 1987.
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‘ther¢’ was: former Senator. Pierre.
Soule’ of Louisiana, : advocate “of

vasion. A:“Kentucky Battalion” of -
~250mend1dsetmtlnm50,joinedbyf~~exiled “president-of-Ecuador. Ten- -
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Rolls
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Both Types Of F:hbusfermgAre Vital Parts Of Amenéan Hi

‘Quitman of ' Mississippi was indicted

.with many. others for taking:part, -

but that didn’t stop a renewed effort
the very-next year in which one
leader - was Kentuckian Willian

Crittenden, son of the U.S. Attorney

.- General, Georgian John White led
volunteers into Yucatan un-
successfully in 1848. Alabamian Alex
Bell led a group in 1850 to réstore an

nessean Henry A, Crabb tried his

“Mlssllaippl Regiment”, Gov; JOhn{ (ortunesinSmminlBﬁS PR

2 I.llOI'

- Pilisbury

Plllsbur
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L
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siory.

There is probably a fourth point to

‘consider about the old American and
_southern filibustering tradition. It is
that, since the government has
gotteninto it — probably starting
with the explosion of a ship in Manila
Bay as the 19th century ended —
filibustering hasn't been nearly as
spontaneousnorneai'lyasmuchfim :
Filibustering has been reduced to
warringwlth words, and" 1ot even
hearings

ti'v

‘ Holly Fanns
Grade A
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