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aces of Winte
Chill Factor Dips to Frigid Zones

On Flightline of Air Force

Aircraft know no seasons, but the people
who service them do -- and, at this time of year,
they wear the ‘faces of winter.'

" Rosy cheeks, rough‘ almost leathery skin,
deep set and watery eyes are the marks of air-
craft ground crews who spend hours in frigid
temperatures. ‘

To the refuelers, the loadmasters, to the
aircraft mechanics, and generator, starter, and
compressor operators, winter means extended
periods of exposure to the wintry blasts, in-the

pases

sleet and snow on the runways and taxaways
where the chill factor at times dips to minus 90.

When the aircraft of the Military Aurllft Com-
mand -- the C-141 Starlifters-and" the ‘C:5 Gal-*~ -
axys -- are on the ground, they demand the ser-
vices of a wide variety of technicians, and they
demand, regardless of the weather -- 20 below
zero or 100 in the shade.

That's what keeps the big birds in the air
and, at this time of year, that's what creates.
the ‘faces of winter.’

U.S . Air Force Photos

By MSgt Yuen-Gi Yee

‘and_ Sgt William Talley
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W&STILLS TO FIREARMS -
Specml ATF Agent Descrlbes Passmg Of Era

IP's the passlng of an m." .

so says Bob Martin, special -

-agent for the Alcohol, Tobaccq
and Firearms divuion ofthe U,.

S. Treasury Department

" Martin _has. been_with. the .

federal government since 149,

- when he joined what was kngwn
“then as the Alcohol "Tax Un!t.

- Catawba College in Sallsbury.
; ,angi after passing an exam, was
“‘awarded the pesition of an
.agent.” Since then the deplrt-
_ ment has gone thraugh seveml

~ - name changes.

The name changes came as .
. the department involved from.a

division of the Internal Revenue

Service to-its own entity and
function. The purposes : -srid :

‘aims of the department have

Col Colhns V‘Right Rece:ves Standing Ovaﬂon From Senior High Student Body '

After 7'/2 Years, Capfured Fller
Found Only God Had Nof Changed

PHA~—post-Hanoi ad-
justment—is  a lingering
malady, far less severe than
HC—Hanoi confinement.  But
both HC and PHA are treatable
by massive doses of God’s love,

That was the message woven
through the account James
Quincy . Collins: gave at
Mooresville Senior High School
Friday afternoon of .his seven
and a half years as a prisoner of
the North Vietnamese, and of
his impressions of the. America
he came home to m January of
this year,

Collins "spoke durmg a 1:15
p.m. assembly of the Senior
High School student body. His
hour-long appearance was
arranged by -Jack. Duffy of
Mooresville, an old friend of the
Air Force colonel who grew up

. in Concord.

The F-105 jet fighter pilot told
what gave him the strength to
bear the tortures and to keep

knew I had to plck myself up
and start over again.”
At this point near the end of

Col. Collins’ hour talk the strain -
. could be sensed.

Responding to a student’
question concerning what had
changed, the Citadel graduate
said that it was not the changes
for good or better that made the
impact on him, but the rate of
change since 1965,

- “It's beautiful, the American
flag," the colonel went on,” and
we don’t realize that a lot of
blood and sweat have gone into
lt "

Collins then referred to .
- stories that appear everyday on

the front pages of our

hour a day with one other
person for seven and one half
years, only the room would be 7

feet square.”

The former prisioner told of

- staying constantly hungry.

" I weighed 178 when I was
shot down and 147 when I was

2 released,” Collins said, “but I

probably - got as low as 125.

. They beefed us up when they v

- knew we were going to be

thing if you don’t remember

- anything else I've said,” the..
-peelings.

colonel said. ‘It takes sacrifice

LA people that values its

the will to suryive during :the. .

long years:

“Two thmgs—rny religionand -

my wife and family—gave me

that strong will to- survive,”

Collins said as he leaned heavily.

on the podium.
“I needed something besides

4 Sunday School God and God -

was there with me,” he said,

privileges above its principles
soon loses both.” -

After he repeated his last

tatement for emphasis, . the-

students stood and ‘applauded
for three minutes.

The students had been treated

“to a first-hand account of what it

was like to be shot down and be

-a prisioner. of war during the

| Vietnam conflict.

‘'He gave me the strength I -

needed.”

Shortly after being freed and
turned over to American
military personnel, Collins told
of news that he received that
nearly shattered him.

" ““There was word my wife and
I would not be together again,”
Collins said. ‘‘At that moment
my whole world crumbled, but
then I realized I still had God.
Back in prision I had realized

_that when released, I would be a

free man and anything else

beyond that would be gravy. L

. his talk wit

newspapers and he  made
reference to a ‘‘rotten society”
developing in the United States
that is “enough to make you
puke.” .
“Morality is based on what
the traffic will bear rather than
on religious principle,” the
colonel continued.
“Unrestricted freedom doesn’t
work,"” he said, *'self discipline
is the one necessary ingredient,
if we're to keep our freedom.
And I know what freedom is. I
lost it.”

Collins, a 1949 graduate of
Concord High School, concluded
a charge for the

sophomores, junior and

. seniors:

“If you want some advice

from ‘old baldy’,” Collins said
as the student broke a long
silence with laughter, ‘‘you

: g should find out what is im-

portant in your life. Stay away
from dope. Have enough
courage te punch somebody in

. the mouth if you are offered

dope Be prepared to take the
reins of the future.
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The students were aware that
Col. Collins; like them, was once
a local high student who played
football, basketball and was
drum major of the band, thanks

-to an introduction by Collins

school days friend Jack Duffy.

The colonel told the students
that he was at their assembly to
try to give them an un-
derstanding of -what went on
during 'the years of his im-
prisonment,

down. on September 2, 1965,
trying to knock out a supply
bridge 80 miles southwest of
Hanoi. That date had special
significance for the = colonel
because it was the North
Vietnam 4th of July and his
birthday is on America’s July
4th Indepepdence Day.

The ‘‘fighter. jock,” as
Collins described himself, said
that he was ‘not ashamed or

,disappointed in the service he

rendered to our country while in
prision.”

“I believe it was all wor-
thwhile and history will prove it
right,”" Collins said.

The,colonel said that the POW
experience would be com-
parable to a high school student
begin ‘‘locked in a classroom 24

- released,”-

. The menu described by Col.
Collins was basically a rice and
soup diet with little or no meat.

- What meat they did get and eat
" because of their hunger was

“And remember this one’

dog, fish head or guinea pig.
They were also fed bananas and
were so hpugry they ate the

Collins said that the ability to
communicate with ‘the other
prisionersv helped keep them
going . even
prisoners were not allowed to

~communicate: - -

“f- whispered for the first
three or four years,” Collins
said. “I never spoke aloud. We

also used a tapping code and a

one and a two hand code to
communicate »

"~ Col. Collins told of being shot

The coloriel said that after
1970, conditions changed for the
prisoners.- He explained that
they were treated as war
criminals and did not receive
proper prisoner of war
“treatment under regulations of
the Geneva Convention. But due
to letters, the POW braclet
campaign and public opinion in
general, their treatment im-
proved.

’

The POW'’s only contact with

the outside world were new -

prisoners, the colonel . ex-
plained. Rl
*“The new prisoners would tell
us everything about anything
that they could remember,”;
Collins said, “we found out

-about the first man on the moon

about eight months after it

~ happened,” he added.

~ Col. Collins told of being in
Hanoi when the B-52's started

~bombing Hanoi last December.

It was like being inside a fire

. bomb,” the former prisoner.

said, “but we were happy. We

.knew.it was the only thing that:

though the -

‘also changed with the times.
“In the early years we spent 90

percentofourtimemthewood;, :
or chasing illegal still -opera- -

tors,” said Martin. “Now we

- spend mat, of our time involved

with firearms end in the cities.”

Martin credits the changing
times with the passing of an era.
He says the moonshine runners

‘who used to dart out of Wilkes -
County and other areas in the
, and high

early morning hoyrs, [
speed chases thriygh -winding
roads, are now a thing of the

past, “It seems now that the 16 '

thraigh 25-year-olds have more
money and are buying bonded
whisky or are not involved with
liquor but drugs. We have also
found that young people are not
involved with liquor stills as
they used to be. Now it seems
the only ones left making llquor
are the old heads.” .
WorkChanging *
Looking backward. Martin

»

says in the heyday of {llicit:
liquor operations, . the 1950s, .

there were 13 federal agents
covering Wilkes County, and in
one month they peaked at mak-
ing 50 raids at stills. *“Now we
have threé men for eight coun-
ties, and we spend more of our
time involyed with weapon
violations, or contrad, than we

do for liquor: violatlons,"” said

the veteran agent.

As the country has moved &

sophistication and - develop-
ment, 50 has the work of the
agents, ‘“‘Back in thosedays, the

" *50s, those persons we were in-

volved with usually did nit have
even a high: school diploma.
Now we are involved with

people who are brilliant, some.

Ph.D.s who know how to make
intricate bombs a‘ ‘demolition
devices.

“Years ago," said the agent.
“There were acres and acres of

" wilderness in this area; now it

has. become- developed and
there just isn't the areafor stills

' like they used to have in the-old

days. They have also decided
not to fight each other, but to

..work cooperatively,” he said,.

© Martin ppinted out -while

. -there used to be many ‘small

stills serving a community, now

“Mafia or syndicate’ money is .

being used to create large dis-
tilleries that serve large areas.
The officer said operatars have

found it more prtfitab!e to buy
ready-packaged liquor from a
large .operation and re-
distribute, rather than produce
and sell.

. Expensive Operation -

The officer supports his feel-
ing that today’s liquor traffic is
backed by large underworld
organizations by pointing to the

“high cost of underground opera-

tions which are seemingly more
prolific than small stills, One of
the most ‘elaborate stiils found
in Martin's district was: found
several years ago only alittle
more than a mile from the

i would get us out. The bombing §

FA
| OVERWEIGHT

‘Odrinex ¢an_help you become the .

slim trim person you ‘want to be.
Odrinex is a tiny. tablet and- easily
swallowed. - Contains - no dangerous
drugs. No starving. No $pecial exercise.

Get rid of excess fat and live longer.

"+ ‘Odrinex has been used- successfully
* by thousands all over the country for

14 years. Odringx Plan is avaifable In
regular and layge economy size.

- You must lose ugly fat or your
money. will be refunded. No questions .

;asked Sold wnh this guarantee by:

- EVERY DAY=

IS SAVINGS DAY - °

ON. EVERYTHING - -
EVC ..

‘lasted 10 days.”’ » ~

In.. response. to students

questions Col. Collins said that
-“‘yes, the things that have been
.printed about torture are true..

When they want- sométhing,

they have ways of getting RU | | -

Collins discussed the bombing .

of the North, saying that "'U. S..
targets were railroad yards It
was unfortunate that they made

people live : there.,” He said
errors accounted for - the 2

‘bombed hospitals
The colonel said that he was

not allowed to write a ‘letter.
- \unt_il 1969 and that he received:
only eight letters in sever 'and
-one half; years, even' though |}
~tmany more were written to:

" Statesville.chty knits; The poat ‘

of that elaborate upderground

unit was placed at over §100,000. .
~ ““That kind of inoney bas got to
. come from big money men who
ﬂmmce ‘such an operation. and..
. then neverue the operation but
_only get-the profits, It's very .-
difficult to connect them’ wlttr
~ the: opeution." sald Martin,
Martin sald  conyictions . o! ,
. being Involved with a:distillery
- are more difficult now. He said -
agents must actually see some- |
- one 'involved in'making liquor -
- before they' ennclurge the per-

.son.with operating & distillery.

dence for & conviction.
Vbhmleuled )
’me officer. * remembers

- vividly ‘one moopshiner they
caughtmkluamnhmvid-‘

son County. It was back in the

508, ‘and as Martin and others

moved in to arrest the operator,
the moonshiner fired @ single
barreled shotgunat Martin. The.
blast caught the officer in his

. right land, kniocking his gun out -
- of tiis hand and. l\ktndexﬁnger ,
" way shat away - .
: “He ran up tome, took my. -

gun away and tried to shoot me

- in'the head while I was on the .

ground. Luckily, the blast from
the shotgun had disabled the
weapon and it would not fire.

“If he had shot one second
earlier, the blast would have

eamhtmein the chest instead
'ofwhand.uitwaa.lhad

blood af] aver my chest and the
felow thought he hadkilled me.

. Hevan away, and as he did so,
'heleltmygunwltb a fellow
operating & tractor, saying he.

had killed » federal officer, He

wasonlyﬁyem od, and he
ranonly a short distance before

he committed mldde, Marﬁn

récalls,

*We could go ant nimost any
night ‘and jump one,” says
Martin in describing. 2 “con-
tract” runner of that era, They
are-the “Thunder Road” type

.who used ¥ haul liquor. by the.

case from point to point and get -

paid by the amount they .

carried: -
Acm l"or Bm

: “Wlthmm'o!t!wm.ttwasa v

game they played withus. They

wanted a chase and 1n those -

daysa chase at2a.m. of 50 was
just between them and us.

There wasn't the traffic on the

road that there {s now. Today
it's just’ not posgible for that
way of ll!e. There are tnter-

‘States and tbo many Ppeople on ‘

the road”’

The omcer roculls one moon— .

shiner “‘who used to come out-
and taunt us to chas¢ him.”

There were many times he got :

away, but there were miny

- times when we caught up with

him, He was one ‘of .the best
drivers we ever chased.”

Martin says that youngsters -

who build cars to run fast are

- disappearing. He noted - tf

souped upcars were the ne

. little, lnore ‘than a decade ago, y'
but now moonshiners are sun-

shiners. They drive during the’

day 50.as to be absorbed with

the large volume of traffic. -
Martin recalls that when they
“were involved with the large

‘flow of liquor from Wilkes .

.County, one agent had a Ford
with a Cadillac’engine. “That
“thing could muy go. It was

about the only cir.we had that -

‘could keep up with the really

fastoars, althoughbackin those.

days we “used to have people

“who worked on the engines of ‘

ourregular cara Now we drive
cnnwlthrezullr ewnas.”And

r Moom-:svmz DRUG

.F' ee Dallvory

with afr condnioning, of course.
" Stifls Hidden Now
The changes have also affect-
“ed the officers involved. “We

usedto walkk many miles a day
~‘prospecting”-for. stills. - Now, ---
most of thestills have movedin-

doors away fr e woods and
streams anti”gdden away like

. that, they are very difficult to-

‘find, unless there Is an In-
formant or we receive related
information, -

“Sometimes we may work
two or three months now on a
liquor operation due to the size

. and involvement of the opera-
This ‘contrasts sharply  from .-
" previous times when just being
at astill gite was suflicient evi- .

tion. Most of the time, however,

we are involved in firmrms :

operations.” .
The officer explained that

" ATF agents spend a large per-

centage of their time licensing
dealers who sell firearms or
explosives and enforcing Title
Il of the Safe Streets Act, which

involves agents’ assisting local -

law. enforcement . officials in
firearms or explosives cases.
. It was pointed out that new
regulations provide that anyone
purchasing a long gun, suchasa
rifle, must now be 18 years old,
.and 21 years old to purchase a
‘handgun. All purchases of
explosives must be by someone
‘21 yeargold, with the stipulation
that the buyer must complete a
form for each purchase, Per-
sons or companies who sell fire-
‘arms. or explosives are now

closely ‘regulated: by the ATF. .
Detailed accounts of all trans-

" actions must be kept by dealers.
Weapons Regulated

" Also, it is now illegal-for a -

‘convicted felon to own or carry.

any weapon unless he -has been .

granted permission to do so by
_ theSecretary of the Treasury or

*- his delegate. The assassinations

of several national palitical
figures have also been re-
sponsible for such regulations;
as all imported weapons must
be serialized; handguns must
havéat least athree-inch barrel

" and ‘be intended for sporting
use, and mail order sale of all
“military types of weapons is
prohibited.

Additionally, persons cannot
purchase guns out-of-state un-
less that state borders a per
son’shome state, and then there
is a waiting period for certifica-
tion, For example, a person
from North Carolina who
wished to purchase a gun in
Spartanburg, S. C., must fill out
- aformwhich is sent to that per-

son’s home county, where either
* the sheriff or city police must

“approve the purchase, and that
form would then be returned to

Spartanburg  Naturally, - the .
. time and effort have reduced to -

a minimum those who would
make the effort to purchase
guns out-of-state,

The new gun legillatlons be-

SAVES FUEL

SAVES YOU §,

wmeeﬁectlveh mswheneer- )

poasess’ unless the person had
the weapon previous to 1968 and’

tain other military types of -
weapons became illegal to -

the gun was registered. There 7

was a grace period before the . '
new law went into effect, in

such a weapon could register

~ which a person In possession of

the weapon and maintain it in

his possession.

Martin said at least 90 guns
‘were registered in this district, -

including  several - machine
guns, with most of the weapons
being war trophies, .

Not only are the officers busy
- with alcohol violations and -

abuses of explosives and guns,

but the thiree are busy working -

with Jocal palice and instructing
police thraughout the country.

Martin's specialty Is -in-in-
structing police in the gun con-
trol act, dealing with informers,
raid planning, and search and
selzure procedures. In these
effarts, Martin has traveled as

" extensively ' 88 Los Angeles,
- Calif.; = Minneapolis, Minn.;

Buﬁalo N. Y.; and Virginia

‘ Beach, Va.

The ATF headquariers for
this area is - Charlotte, and
along with Martin, agents
Bruce Bassett and - John

" Spledell, are responsible for
- Iredell, Davie, .1
"Rowan, Cabarrus,

. Davidson,
Stanly,

Montgomery' and Randolph _'

‘counties.
?IIII””II‘
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ECONOMY - PROVEN
uoTﬂERM PUWER AlRBLOWER

¥t The exclusive Power Air- Blower
cuts fuel cost as .much as 50%..
Maintains more uniform tqmpera.~
tures from floor to. ceiling. .

automatically.:

3
*Can be used. on both eldes of'
unit for maximum heat. clrculation

n‘

'* Completely automatio vtums

- onior off"
. “control i&; turned

‘when temperat.\tre

.’ Unit forces air ovenlyaround

8 outer wall of.
proves performance !

burner ._~ im-

» * Completely circulal.e.s t.he air in l_
atne average room every 3.2 min-l'
utes.

3¢ Thermal swntch cycles blowerl ‘




